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Abstract ; Objective To investigate the mechanism by which total flavonoids of Lizhihe ( Lichi Semen) ( TFL) inhibiting NL-
RP3 inflammasome activation and attenuating hepatic fibrosis in rats. Methods Hepatic fibrosis in rats was caused by subcutaneous
injection of 40% carbon tetrachloride (CCl, ) , and the rats were randomly divided into a blank group,a model group,a Fuzheng
Huayu Capsule ( #: 1FALIREE % ) group (450 mg/kg) ,a TFL high — dose group (180 mg/kg) ,a TFL medium — dose group (90
mg/kg) and a TFL low — dose group (45 mg/kg) according to their body weights. After 8 weeks of gavage administration, the fi-
brotic lesions of liver tissue were observed by Masson staining,and the levels of tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinase — 1 ( TIMP —
1) , matrix metal oproteinase —2( MMP —2) and reactive oxygen species ( ROS) in liver tissue were detected. The expressions of
thioredoxin interacting protein( TXNIP) ,NOD - like receptor thermal protein domain associated protein 3 ( NLRP3) , Caspase — 1
and interleukin — 13 (IL — 1B ) proteins in liver tissue were determined by Western blotting. Results Each dose of TFL attenuated
the degree of hepatic tissue fibrosis in rats and significantly reduced the hepatic fibrosis grade( P <0.05) ,and the hepatic tissue
levels of TIMP —1 and MMP -2 were significantly decreased in each dose group of TFL( P <0.05). Whats more, all doses of
TFL significantly reduced the liver tissue ROS level (P <0.01) ,and decreased the expressions of TXNIP, Caspase — 1 and IL -
1B proteins( P <0. 05). Conclusion TFL significantly attenuated CCl, — induced hepatic fibrosis in rats,and the mechanism may
be related to the reduction of hepatic ROS accumulation, which inhibits the activation of NLRP3 inflammatory vesicles.
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JF£F 44k (Hepatic fibrosis, HF ) J& JIFIELE A i 7% . 47 A=
H SR R R RN AR LA G M B RN R g
FFIR LA 1) 9 B 2 A8 Ak, G 3 T (9 s B R E 2 T 2 WK 4 e
(Hepatic stellate cells, HSCs) 7%k 51 F2 T P4 41 itg #b & i ( Extra-
cellular matrix, ECM) f¥ 3t BE BT o T I 4 S A0 48040 7 380 25
SF HSCs BOFFLL 0 N AT AR AL BERE o DR ) 28
BB AL NG T IF A 4i Ak B X EH B, NOD FEAZ R i
] Z5 38 4H 56 85 11 3 (NOD - like receptor thermal protein domain
associated protein 3 ,NLRP3) R fE/NMEE—Fh L RBIKEQLE &
Y, 2 5iRESAE RN RN, ST 4 ) R A 5 R R
GAEEB YA % 15 M % ( Reactive oxygen species, ROS) J&
NLRP3 [5G N 12—, i K F 1 ROS B85 E 1S 208 /)N
PR O I NLRP3. JEAE /I (A AT 350 S AE PR 11 40 A %
(Interleukin,IL) - 18 1 IL — 18 (KB ik, 51 & AT WE 48 5E 2
P S HSCs Ak , (L HEI I TR AT et A2 . A 5T
FH1 AR ATSE 1L P4 miR - 125b/NLRP3 {553 i 4
UL . R, 3] NLRP3 S8 AE /MA ) 80 7T RE AL
BT AT AL I —Fh SR W

HEEIAH BFEF A T B < b R A8 R
I7RFETAELC I T 245 LA ARt 25 S T2 0 2 R0 7 s LA
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1.1 #4 SPF g REiENE Wistar KB, /&5 180 ~220 ¢,
W3R TR R B A B R A BRAF, ¥ AT HES : SCXK (1)
2019 - 0013, {537 T4 B2 25 K% SPF 9 Se i gl ohl , i
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1.2 248 ZHASA% SVBETR . P S 2 RS Rl K U AR
HE, SEER iR 49.93%
1.3 EZRA50E ek (CCl) (REHE 244k 2
WA MR A, #HES 20190901 ) 5 FE A4 (LD AR G LA A R A
H) L iS5 AC2020/01/15) , $) IE ARSI 2E ( i i 254 BR 3¢
A F] S 050708045 ) 5 5 77 4 J@ 2 11 BF ] 5 — 1 ( Tissue
inhibitor of metalloproteinase — 1, TIMP — 1) Elisa i#5fl] &5 DA Az %t
Jii 4 )R 1 i — 2 ( Matrix metal oproteinase — 2, MMP - 2) Elisa
IR (R ot @ A ) TR RS, 15 43 il 2 £ 20210205
20210205) ;ROS %y MR & ( X9 Elabscience 2 @, #t 5
XD1J9QNI95) ;SDS — PAGE % Jit Iic il i, 3] &5 LA & BeyoECL %
B E R & (B RAERA A, #5505 2
103121211108 ,071421211123) ; Anti — TXNIP( Thioredoxin inter-
acting protein, TXNIP ) $T f& ( 3% Abcam / ®], #t 5
GR3258311 —7) ;Anti — NLRP3 $i{& ( 3% [& Thermo /A &, it 5
33663A15) ; Anti — Caspase 1/P20/P10 HiifA ,Anti - IL - 18 $i 1A
IR = 8 W) £ R A PR 7], 45 20 531 22 00095194
00091835) ; i AL W Wi b ic F B e —Hi (1 LA WA R A
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STAEHMA2 B) FIERA (56 B) . &AHRBEEAREEK
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i 4 ml/kg, 25 LR B BB 8 T W43 IR 46500 s 4B A 0l , 2 i/
AL HR8E 8 JH ., 55 8 JRRBENLEZS L4 GE R & 3 Hahy,
T 3 4G I T2 Ak AL AR AL FR B BT IR BEY) 1 PR, BT £F 4
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2.2 pHER%Y AR RIS K 53 Hiskid
R BRI 1 5 it Bl AL A3 AT (11 R 3R IE AR 2 41
(450 me/ke, 11 H) TFL 5] 41 (180 meg/kg,10 £, TFL tf
FIEH (90 mg/kg, 11 H) [ TFL AR & (45 mg/kg, 10 H),
25 A SRR R B REAK S 2SR BT AR 25 S L 1
W/d, 528 8 i . REKRIEGZ G A5 AREK 12 h, KB %
BTR B R AL E I B, H BT I, P A 3R /K e o VI ERUIT ik
ZERMZY 1 mm® [ 5E T 10% vk BB P, BT Masson 34
o, HARH U AR A P Pl A R, B - 80 CUKFA AT, HF
HEALFR BRI
2.3 Masson %, HUA P A TR T A K BRI 2 K
W25 1 mm® 2R )5, 51T Masson Y ff,, 7 88 5%
TGS BT e 2~ 45k, 2 B] Scheuer JIT2F 4E4 53 S b

WS T IS B2 4T A AT ) AR 22 1,
F£1 R4S bR
5 FFEF A AL R
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S2 WS JE AT A A T A SE 4 4RI , /N 25 R4 AR BR

S3 SR AF A R B A T R o A I , /i S5 4 ZE 6L

S4 5E 42 8] BRI JE L (BN IR R, S TR AL
2.4 FFALF TIMP -1 MMP -2 &Ml BOREFAELIZ 100
mg JAWFEEHE H, 4 19 bl A PBS BFEE 51 3¢, 3000 g &5
0> 20 min, WA B34, e BR300 6 106 B 43 0 4 40
ZAxrf TIMP -1 MMP -2 & &,
2.5 AL ROS ACFIE KRB IEALAT AR 1 mm®
LA /Nge, IV 1Y) PBS EE0% I A T b TRCH LR AT
4iiffL,300 HJE IRt ik WA g AT 4, 1000 g B5.0 5 min, i
SRMMIDTHE , A DCFH — DA #5415 37 Ci#EEMEE 30 min,
B0 EBRAR AL ) DCFH - DA R 4 M DTvE ) , ik,
P E 500 nm P& PN 525 nm KK AIPEGIE
2.6 Western blot 4 | if 41 4% F TXNIP NLRP3 Caspase — 1,
IL-1B E A kA FHH100 mg REAFAEHA, ImMAE AR
FRRAEVK EOFBS 2) 3%, 1200 g #6500 15 min, S E7E, JT] BCA
WEREEE, A R H % E H A, 100 C A8 10
min J5 47 SDS - PAGE HLIK 7% M6, LA 5% sk , i Ak
SRR E R A 2 he Jim A GAPDH (1 :4000) ,NLRP3 (1 :
2000) , TXNIP (1 : 1000) , Caspase — 1 (1 :2000) 1L - 18 (1 :
1000) —¥1, F 4 CHEEFLR. ZJEMAZH - HRP FRi2f7 1L
P 1gG(1:10 000) , EHIFE 2 h, 5 L ECL 5, 724k
RIS R G T RIEENSG , R Tmage J FRAF53Hr 4500 KB o
PLH MR B 4587 5 M2 GAPDH 2 |1 45417 IR BE (B LU AH, XF B
B AT AR E
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2.7 GitF sk LIRSS REH SPSS 20. 0 BT 4
M, SEBHHE R « £ s TR, R KR LI 2257, P <
0.05 ARy 25 5 ELAT Go b2 3 30 R B U0 1 G 235 21 R I R AN
Kol Jr v s 4 Ja) 22 5, P < 0. 05 IA N 2 R AT G2 X,
3 #R
3.1 TFL AL 4%NARFIELALHA  Masson Yefazh Ll
No A5 HAK B/ S5 525 R A B S IE 3 , DA S
Jik Ay F 0 S 2RI ARHES ) JF S5 3 0T , G 8 e D A3 A A
BB R AR . BRI R UL S5 H R, S 40 A
BIZEAL, LA X R e Bk A W S e S 4 Ak A O I
HIRIE A, SHERILL L, 4T 259 T WG i TFL 45 570 8 41
KR e B i DU R A G W A8 TS ol A S e 3%, 45 SR
LA 1,
JF B B2 27 A AL PR A5 SR B B R 27 AL TR AL F

S3 .S4 [shY REUR £, SERIATAR H, TFL 4557 5 21 19 £F 2
PR B E R, ZRAG R E X (P<0.05), 230
2,

2 TFL %} CCly, P53 IFLF Al K BUIT IR BTS2 2T A AL IR (x £ 5)

3 I THI YA ir g P

(mg/kg) g0 S1 2 3 4

2 HH 9 — 9 0 0 0 0

P RIUEE | 11 — 0 0 3 7 1 ###

PRIEILREA 11 450 0 1 7 3 0 =

TFL G744 10 45 0 0 8 2 0 =

TFL il 11 90 0 3 8 0 0 =

TFL &Rl 10 180 0 2 6 1 1 =

T G 23 (AR, P < 0. 001+ SHEERIALELES, P <0.05;5 %
LRI A, P <0. 01,
3.2 TFL FEAK AT 4F 4 1t oK & B TIMP — 1 F2 MMP -2 K F
KRR TIMP — 1 72 2558 s , A B 21 K BRUFFE TIMP - 1
KB R T2 A4 (P <0.001) ; 5B AH L, TFL 45551 &
ZH R BRUJFFIE TIMP — 1 /K- 1 2 TR (P <0.05 P <0.01 (P <
0.001) . [mIAs, #7041 K BRUFHIE MMP -2 /K B & & T a5 E
(P <0.001) ; SEAYLL A EL, TFL o 557 s 4 e MMP - 2
K- FRE(P <0.05) , TFL R 4 2 I T R ia s, 45
W3,

%3  TFL X} CCly, UL AL K BUFAE TIMP -1,
MMP -2 7KF-F 5200 (x + 5)

131 e Epil i TIMP - 1/ MMP -2/
(mg/kg) (ng/mL) (ng/mL)

240 9 — 37.01 £10.59  67.04 £9.48
PRI 11 — 68.03 £12.08"* 135,95 +12. 38"
HRIEALRA 11 450 54.39£9.97** 121.32+15.20"
TFLAGH &2 10 45 56.32+7.89*  128.92+9.90
TFL iflgEdl 11 90 51.69 +4.65" * *121.30 £13.01 *
TFL &4 10 180 49.52 +4.24%**123.54 +7.23*

T S 25 AL HUE, P < 0.001 5 = SHETIZ Hud, P <0. 055 * =
SR L, P <0015 % + = SENLIHEE, P <0. 001,
3.3 TFL FR1KAF 4F 48 b K & FF JIE ROS K F  ROS ) % &%
R R KRBT Y ROS KRB Fa 4l (P<
0.001) ; 25T 15 , TFL 257 & 241 K BURFBE ROS 7K 515
TV A LL B 2 FRAIR (P <0. 01 5P <0.001) , Z5R &4,
3.4 TFL #7%| BF 4 45 1L K B JE NLRP3 K GE /N RAE X & &
1 %3k NLRP3 %E/MAFE 5 8 1 TXNIP NLRP3 , Caspase —
1 % IL - 1B A Westren blot M 25 R ULIE 2 &3 5, X TXNIP
H ARSI S, A AR 4 R R AIE TXINIP 4 | 3R 380K 7 i 2

T AP <0.001) ; SR AH L, TFL 4577 5 41 K T
JIE TXNIP FE (R X KT BE TR, ZFEARIT¥#E X (P<
0.01 P <0.05),

% NLRP3 28 [ F A 2 7 , B 76 4 K BRI NLRP3 7 1
FBKFBESFEAL (P <0.001) ; SR A H, TFL 45
Fl 2R RFAE NLRP3 25 1 £k KB B T, 2R BAH
Giit2EE X (P <0.01 3P <0.05),

F 4 TFL 3R AR BUFAE ROS 7K (M (x +5)

251 n R/ (mg/kg) ROS 55k B
=L 9 — 33 130.22 1 678.28
AR ZH 11 — 38 245.27 £2 176. 62*#*
HIEIRmA 11 450 34 857.36 £1 861.01* * *
TFLAGHIEAL 10 45 34 850.60 +2 015.17* *
TFL irfijiEdl 11 90 33 904.36 £2270.64* *
TFL &4l 10 180 33 063.20 £984.06 " * *

W ### 5 A QALLER, P <0.001 5 + « SEERIZ AL, P<0.01;
w ox x SERZL HAE, P <0. 001,

X} Caspase — 1 25 (% kI & 7, 455 289 21 K &R ik
Caspase — 1 FE R IK KT EE S TEHA(P<0.001); 5
RUZHAH LG, TFL AR 5 20 K B AE Caspase — 1 88 R IA K2
IR B (A2 5 I0G 2% B L, TFL v 7 o 41 0 s 7 o 4
KEHFHE Caspase -1 AR XK FHBE T, 2R EA4%
THEE (P <0.05),

XL - 18 5 E i g , BRI K RUFAR IL - 18 281
RIFKTFREFERTEEALA(P<0.01) , HEIBILAELL, TFL AL
Tl 2 R e 7R B 2H R BRI TL - 18 B I Rk E 3 2T R
e TRL i 20 K BRUFFIE IL - 18 2 1 Rk AKOF i3 T R,

SEA5I#E L (P<0.01),
[ A BIE TFLIK TFLHTFL &

TXNIP e — — — — s 50 kDa
CaSPASE—] e M S S S — 45 kDa
[L-1B M W 31KDa

GAPDH 'S S - 37 LDa

¥12 TXNIP ,NLRP3 Caspase — 1 \IL — 1B fitj Westren blot £k [&]
%5 TFL XL AEAL K BUFIE TXNIP NLRP3  Caspase - 1,
IL - 1B S AGRRIE I (v £ 5)

ik n TXNIP NLRP3 Caspase - | IL-1B
A4 2 0.63£0.23  0.75£0.18  0.65£0.23  0.750.26
itk 20 1.96+0.26%%  1.49+0.27%F  1.4310.33%% 1.32£0.24*
FIEfRA 20 119036 * 0.98+0.20%* 0.99£0.20% 1.210.18
TPLERARA 2 1.23:0.42%* 0.96+0.18** 1.16£0.29  1.09+0.27
TRLAAIEE 2 1.45:0.32°  1.13£0.22*  1.02£0.22*  0.92£0.19* *
TRLEAEA 2 1.40£0.25% % 1.14£0.28*  1.03£0.23*  1.04£0.30

T #52 HA L P <0. 05 ## 5728 A AL, P < 0. 01 i 5 =5
HALHE, P <0.001; + SEIRIZH AL, P <0.05; + « HHL L,
P <0.01,

4 g

LT A — T A& R , BB 17 1) 2 J v] BE S BUITH ik

VEEY S i DR S VR Prd RS [ SAS 2 (A )7 SUE =S
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R, T 85 2 T SARES e AR BT AR AR AT i o
FABGIARTT IR o T R B2 , A7 AR AT 1 DRI Af
FH 1 B Ry TFL ik S 2A RGBT 2T 4k Ve o
JESEAE T B R B, TFL W A o FEAIUF 4140 EGR1 TG - Bl
R IR R I 5 S 0 Se e VT 4T 4 Ak, Bk R
WFFE 2, TFL Rl A il JAK2/STAT3 {5 538 1015 5 1% %
WX DMN 55 0 R LR 44k, AR FE 1 45 R R RE R 1], TFL
ATA% CCL, 5 Y R BRUTF2H 23 v e Dt A N 4 M A/ 268 o 19
A RAFIHTLF s .

CCL, F WM T I LT e AL S B S W i # # , CCL, &I
Aif p450 FERAR RS CCL B i JE, 530 ROS 50, ¥k %
HE SN, S HSCs 57 A iod f ECM, S5 28 5 0™ H I8 475 A
JFLF A" o P40 25 7 40 B 352 40 2 JRA K i ROS
IS NLRP3 JERE/MA (#0771 . ks ROS A] 3 804 1k
L, PR HE TNF — o L — 1B S5A 48 R 19 7 A FIORE T, 34 1 i
Tk 4 L PN 8 R TR R S, i — 2B A LRk, TR AR T 2 1)
ROS, B R PERRAS , J405 HSCs, S8R eF i fb i 2 4 . 4Rl
T8, AR AAE N AL AR 3 T A Rk ECM 77 A R AR
VTR A Ak . 045 ST A, I SR ot T st
S ot 37 R A A A P02 ROS , JATH A1 o) 8 AR 1 33
36 CCl, i PRI AEqb . WRAG S BF 9 R B, R 2 I
REAEE T 80E Nef2/ ARE {5538 1, 100 ] 42000 0 38 s 7 IF A%
FAREAKT- , DT 808 JT-RGE T/ 0 Bl 9 B3 49 , k2 JF 400 L
WG FREAL . ASBFIR 45 IR SR W], TRL W] AR 27 4k Ak R BRI
T ROS K-, WY 08 0l I 4 A 98, 3 T e A sl 20 40 i A
LGy AN SN

NLRP3 S /MAIE A5 G S8 0T 1AM I S T #Y 5C 58 52 1)
B, 72 E A 0 o R A A Ak B iR AR . D
NLRP3 4 JiE /N4 1) 56 B )i 43 /& NLRP3, 3 it 2 15 ASC Al
Caspase — 1, {ERFET4E LA B o, I A IL 15 3 1 g 8
SR — R AR I 73 F 52 ( Damage associated molecu-
lar patterns, DAMPs ) , #5 5X3H 51 5% {4 ( Pattern recognition recep-
tors, PRRs) {1 5l] DAMPs , {#i NLRP3 i {b 34532 ASC . Caspase —
1 AR AE/MA . 1E AL NLRP3 58 /M E)E] Caspase — 1
TR, BTG fL I Caspase — 1, Caspase — 1 4 IL — 18 Aijf4%%
0 IL - 13 RN AL, s A SRR, 5 ST IE
JEo [FI Caspase — 1 38 AT & FANLAR TS AR IERFEF 4R AL "
TXNIP J& NLRP3 [ ci4, CCl, 76K BUFIEH 54 19 ROS fE
Jy—F DAMPs , & NLRP3 S5 /IMATE A1 2 2 fih & R, mI
A A0 R 5 R 1 B 484 2R 1 ( Thioredoxin, TRX) 5 TXNIP fi
B B TXNIP 0] {255 NLRP3 454, #i% NLRP3 %
RE/MAS, R HIEL HSCs By #5506 AR A 5% 72, T & J1F
YAl B, 0 S AT /N A B SO R UECR HE SRRE , B T
24l ATTFSE S TFL W] AR T 27 2 AL B 0 K BT 414
2R TXNIP 25 (235, X AT fgdi ] 70 NLRP3 (137,
HEMP/L Caspase — 1 K IL - 18 W4 3234, Ui TFL W] A3l
AL NLRP3 SERE/MA IO 1T R FEPUF AR 4R FE

ZE Bk, TFL 8 538 i3t £ 2 AL R BRI JHE 4 45 21 4
AR, %) CCl, 175 T WA AR R R BUELA PR3  JEAL
il T RE S0 ROS fy AR B, HE M4 i NLRP3 S AE /MA Y 15 1k
P
% LAk
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