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Advances in the Application of Microscale Thermophoresis in Drug Target Discovery
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ABSTRACT : The discovery of drug targets is crucial for understanding the mechanism of drug action and facilitating the development of
novel drug therapeutics. Microscale thermophoresis ( MST), renowned for its minimal sample consumption, rapid detection speed,
high sensitivity, and the absence of the need for protein immobilization, has emerged as a pivotal tool in drug target research. This arti-
cle outlines the strategies for identifying drug targets, with a focus on elucidating the principles of MST and its application in drug target
discovery. Furthermore, it summarizes the promising prospects of MST in this field. The applications of MST are found in both forward
and reverse strategies for target discovery, enabling the identification of target proteins for compounds, single herbal ingredients, and
compound prescriptions, as well as facilitating drug screening. Additionally, the integration of MST with other molecular interaction
techniques, such as surface plasmon resonance (SPR) , provides a potent arsenal for studying the interactions between drugs and their
targets. Despite certain limitations, MST holds immense potential for application in the realms of novel drug development and drug
mechanism research.
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R (surface plasmon resonance, SPR) #1455 i & & #d A
(isothermal titration calorimetry, ITC) ffj5€ Celastrol 175 54 41
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(peroxiredoxin 2, Prdx2) i3 A6 P f ik , #E7 Prdx2 2 0] g
LGS . A2 A I 4% 2 T T B A A
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kinase , AMPK)
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IRFNEME TR B8 TRPAL S 1T BE 14 245 4 80 6, 11 A5 Bt 77
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JH MST #6052 6 4R 30 /5 1Y 5" UTR 1Y 80 nucleotide (nt) 1
MM2089 (5'UTR MM2089) 5 sRNA41 A EAE A, 158 K, [
TEAAPE/R YN 240 nt KA S'UTR MM2089 FBeft R bric i
TE4r RNA, fEHE5 Gb 2 1710 (K AETEZBE /RGO 3 MR
sRNA4L 1y nt 18 ~46 (ALFEZE AL s AINFE X I W) 52 42400 ]
THif. ZAEIMEY sRNA4L 5 5" UTR MM2089 & 456,
7% MM2089 HJ fig & SRNA4L L4540 1, 5T Methanosar-
cina mazei ¥ 5% J5 PR HTHLAISRHE THESE

2.2.2 HEHBS/NMFFRIFEAER MST 7] 3 & & i
5 HARE RS S W/ TG Y. A a5
A I B 3B (glycogen synthase kinase 38, GSK3B ) L5 .0
2 % M (axis inhibitor 2, Axin2 ) A1 H.AE H It 1k, N5 &
HZ ZAHE AR . R3] —Fr] LU E Axin2 5
GSK3B AHEAE ] 51 & Axin2 25 114 B i 16 /8 o3 16 &
Yy WE5EE JEAT T MST §ii 358 52 56, o 20 7 4 3% A B 20 Axin2
HE Bt A GSK3B 455 iy 5k Ak 327476) 545 1Ak
SCEER IR A VI L BB S 5 AN [R) Mk 1 20 GSK3B
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2.2.3 EOAMSERAMEAEHE KESLUR (rices-
tripevirus, RSV) 2 i A AE 45 #4 25 4 3 ( non-structural protein
3,NS3) 3@ H 4 1E 3 RNA YLBREZ 00 T pri-miRNA, 5 5
miRNA SR P4 ], S BOKRR S G . h e
NS3 5 AT pri-miR528 {44 5 /£ FH , {fi Fl Monolith™ 2 %1 &
H BARic RGN & RED-NHS 25 —AUhRid 24k GST-NS3 1
FERGIN AR BE (b 1 I o T 2 LR BB EE ) L fF GST-NS3 1
5T A U pri-miR528 EF MSTH

2.2.4 EAFSZMRMAMEEER  MST B#EER 6, &—
BRI 2 AR 43 BT 1 R 1l 2 il % AR AR P 1 T
BT L 45 4 B R I ( calcineurin, CN) &0 — 3%
Ca®* RS 26 [ ( calmodulin , CaM ) ¥ 1) 25 (1 9 FR It , 1 i
AW A A (CNA) RIS B (CNB) 4L 4B Ca®
B, £ VR R WA S I MU rh R R B T
PP PxIXIT Fl LxVP 3577, itk LWk, 2 515 % Ca™" K
BRE S SEe, B TIORCE PxIXIT Z kA & 77 4E
AR HWCRHT MST A5 I LxVP JE 7 22 ik 11 565 8] il 1% 6 1) 45
B, 1T PxIIT P 22 JRORIVES R WA R 6 (14 45 5 R FH 5 't 4 A
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M $7 AR ( fluorescence polarization binding assay, FP) £ il ,
PxIXITHI LxVP 3 5 £ ik 7 1A 4h 8 24045 i, CNA .CNB F1 CaM
TERIAAT B BL21 (DE3) i ik, Horp # 4] CNB Fl CaM
2 3 3 A KL -Sepharose JZ T4k . CNA W 338 3 CaM-Seph-
arose 4B SERFELEAL . 5 2 IKIEATHOEHRICIS , 5 85 R BEIR
it} (CNA ,CNB CaM ) #£17 MST 460 HAR FLAE ], 15 201 K, 8
TERURE RGO UE A J BRI 5 IxVP JEFF ZIKRESS & 0 1%
WHFERYIS FPARLL, MST B35 T A B A & A R ED)
S3F2Z B A EAE R

2.2.5 EABRSEARBAATLAEM  MST 2 —Fial 5
ZIREREPRIF NI TR o T2 AVE PR 255 AR R
#F 2 (severe acule respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, SARS-
CoV-2) Iy DI RE 32 A2 L4 52 5K 3R e 4 15 -2 ( angiotensin-con-
verting enzyme 2, ACE2) %7 i 58 # {117 % SARS-CoV-2
2RSS G A (20 S1 WAL B T 9OhRic s . 5

K2 TEmKesd MST %4

BN ET BE 19 44 & ik (BOOIR | NB0O1 , NB002 ) jj £7 MST £
0,45 B HL R AN 7 A URE IR ], 4 7 ik 28 IR T LA g 93 By
SARS-CoV-2 g e 1y 1 s o [W] I 72 {4 Sh Kt 3k ik 4l AL 1
His-ACE2 Je #1798 ehRic, 5 LM B 19 S1 I 2k 25 (1 it
7 MST #5000, 7 2 He K (EAE AR G000 LB 45 R R
MST 7E R SR NG BT FRE b 7R w0 A v w5 i 45 45 D O
ity 2 AL B ) N IR S AR o IR AR A
AR T —Fh T H

3 MST ZEZHYER LRI HHR AR

MST Z 1T Hh 2 SR s o3 B2 52 77 1A 8L st 2 A e 5
AL m I —E AR PIHE (K 2 ~3) o N MST B2 4 &
B2  WNZ R 70 T R RN 45 5 )5 BEAT MST K H A 73
T EAFEAGI A0 EIUEZS 5 4 2 251 40 2 s i S
BriESs R

g HEEA NGl ares 7)) KfHE0RS %30k
RRZZT JE = FR 127 ( choline trimethylamine-lyase,, CutC) (=)-BETFIER BETRRE  pmol - L1 [35]
Tt/ PR SRS 2 (cytidine/uridine monophosphate kinase 2, CMPK2)  [f1382 (dracorhodin, DP) ol + L-1 [36]
1k2F24) A T DR 75 37 3 M2 (ribonucleotide reductase M2, RRM2) BAZETR ( monobenzone, MB) pmol - L-! [37]
LEEY] B-TEHMFEEE I (Amyloid-B, pp, AB ) TS mmol - L.~! [38]

3.1 IE g skes o MST oy il # &

311 RARZYZR BRI L R B MST R0
F = B g & A £ ¥ ( rimethylamine N-oxide production,
TMAO) 5 AS B A& LA 56, BB A B AT CutC g4
R X EPE CSTBL/G /N BUHE 1 45 9 1L Bk 22 150 $ B )
12 G, R 2T NE AR bR AAEFE IR T K , Bk ok A s £k
T AR , B LA 22 R U X AS A AYTRICR
o B BTG P Ry, e HEAT 43 1 B2 ) MST A
CutC 5B S 1, K -) - BEFILER KB TIR
T 1) 25 Ty S TERUBE IR 0], sk 25 o MST AR B IE, 42
NI Z B e A AR AS,

CMPK2 2 5 £ ki i DNA # 44 $0 & i 12 5F w9 1R 1L
dUMP . dCMP .CMP #1 UMP, CMPK2 % 5% 7% NLRP3 % jiF
AMA $7 CMPK2 2455 NLRP3 585 /MARH 50 11 15 7E
AR AEI T A RFSE S S B S A0 B S A
e CMPK2 4100 i 77 I 380 3 063 305 1 0 2 3 A6k 24 0 i o 2
(ICs,) , BRI DP fy ICsy = 1.34 pmol + L™', 5 id MST 4347
DP 5 CMPK2 W) E#AH EAE L, 45 1 =W, DP 5 CMPK2 %}
G K EAEEE /RG], UER] DP AT CMPK2 33 251
312 ALFAYINMEIIRE AR SRS ERER B i
(acute myeloid leukaemia, AML) [T REZ54), 4411 5@ 1
50 245 24 FR-A B MR AZ 1 TR A IR BB AE. AML 585 P i 4R
K RRM2 R3kKF- 5 AML EPERGSH 2 IEAR G, #8785 RRM2
I BB AML G5 KU 23 J2 AR ST Rl B2 AR AR G
N FREZGY), 5 AT I A 43 7 X AR AU 1 L Vs A 40 1 5
MB, j#i i MST 2l RRM2 2 115 MB (9455, H K (E7ER

T E 2GR 2R 2024 4 11 H 55 59 55 22 )

JEE RGN, BARSN L0645 R 2 W] MB A1) i 1 41 A A 1 IR A
DR J1, 4278 MB AR 14 5 RRM2 45410 41 W A% 1 IR
A JEiff ( ribonucleotide reductase, RNR) 7614 .
3.1.3 i E MBS R AT 358 Bk 2 B A b
ZARYER R I b 2 . BIFAE N GG A
BT 4 A APP/PST /NER 40 200 mg - kg ' - d 7T
AP 2 A Ja, & B K A 8 S 56 vl 3 0 i v AR
T I A e, R Bz )2 B UE R A B P B 22 H Rz )2 T v
ARy FIAB o WIZK T FEAK s X 4 7 I8 bt APP/PS1 /)N B
B4i2520.100 mg - k™' - d7 T RA NI 2 H G, R
g2 2 To W] Sk FE R D0 EL K 2R B rp RV R BT R R
F#,20 mg - kg ™' - dTUATSRAE 2 R A2 G 2 TR
ABMzﬂl ABiu BIKAFE o RS SRR KT 38 A Tk e 38 I A 3K
BT KT BAE LR T RETE A A AR TR A i B 16 B /K 2R 1 R
T ORI B AT SR BRI A AR SRR 1 1
#0255 400 nmol « L™ (5 YEARIC IS 19 AB o 1M K4 T
T, 5 16 MU RSB I KT 346 £ B HEAT MST R 25 5
TER 193 K AEZEERGON, IR IT R E S AR kG
SN PR AT 2L L R AT R R KT 2 AR IR IR ZE AR AR
REMIERE S
3.2 i sgEEd MST By 5 2R

R Z G 2R AR L, O R Y R
TR B2 BER B2 D IR . b 2 s R K &
SR, MST $EAR AL i & B .

PR T (ECH) BAAHUIMAR R, A Z Fhbi 28 R i A
TR M 2 AP ) A S IEN ECH i 5 5
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M Nef2 A1) S P 17 ORI 40 s O T T B A w2 R T R
WF5E ECH X3 25 7 J5 AR ( post-stroke depression, PSD) [ {E
FH 585 2R TR i v 3 Jk Y 2 5 18 1k AS ) 000 6 B o 38K
(975 PR L R B PSD RSS2 3 UL T 7. 515 A 30
mg « kg T IORASRAG T 21 d, S5 A B, SRR A [, ECH
TRYT L I RENE I AR A BB R, SRGA Y Tk 92 b ECH R YT
ZH It PSD ZH R BNt W o SEAIG A AS s A AR AR AT 3 ECH

R3 F @Kk MST A %4

¥ 7 2L AR RSB (AR I 8 /N A e /P T 5 12 194 I 458
PR , g 5 X Nissl Jeta g8 ECH IRy 4 220 58 B 1k
Wik, AIRTE ECH Z2fif PSD iy BARHLEN 2 55 Nef2 G,
T 73 MST Kl ECH 55 Nef2 22 [6] (9 A0 BLAE T, 45
RE R K ARV R ), W] ECH 5 Nif2 45 R A9 45
Fih e, #78 ECH l figid id Nif2 /i & BDNE/TrkB {554l A
T A HE R 2R PR3 ML ANAR A A

532 FeAR(LE%) R N KRS, BN
RIREGYNZG  FARAGTF (echinacoside, ECH) A SR ( post-stroke A0 Rl 2 (nuclearrespiratoty factor 2,Nrf2) wmol + L~ [42]
I depression, PSD)
FE AT VI paris saponin VI, ¥/l (breast cancer, KR P F (large tumor suppressor kinase 1,LATS1) MOB mmol - I,~! [43]
PSVII) BC) ISR T 1A (MOB kinase activator 1A, MOB1) | 22 % i@
TR 3 (serine/threonine kinase 3,STK3)
N 1B I ( chronic B Z AR 2 (naked cuticle homolog 2, NKD2) wmol « I~ [44]
kidney disease, CKD)
TRHF (mangiferin, MG) FI  BRGEMESETT 4 (theuma-  Toll #£3Z44 4 (toll-like receptor 4, TLR4) 2K 13/ B (protein wmol + L. -1 [45]

FEZ ( cinnamic acid, CA) toid arthritis, RA)

kinase B,PKB)

A gT R W A R V(PSS VI) 9 L B g ( breast
cancer, BC ) 41 i 1Y) 68 72 RV ( 40 BT 0 )RR e ik agirk: (4
VIR AR R, A S BC AR T A v, PSVIE
1 E WS LATST 3G T XM G 5¢. e S VI il
BC f91E AL, BF 5% % 58 & 4 F % 4 3R B PSVI 45 5
STK3-MOBI-LATS1 =JCE & W4 , Mk MST kil PSVI 4y
%45 LATS1 MOB1 I STK3 3£ HI7, He K (B I7E 22 BE /R 4%
W], iEB PSVI 5 MST2-MOB1-LATS1 =ICHl &4 2 A B 5
BN

KEW AT LAk CKD /N E TRk, (L% TGF-B il ik
PR LT 4R R o B R A P SE T 10
8 JEHA CKD /NEHEE 4525 40 mg - kg™ - d7' REW 15 d
JE SRR AR L, B R A B AR (P < 0. 05) , i o
PRZFRIL LA (& ThREAR I R TP 5 bR ) B AL,
PEALIE Y R K20 1S A7 A W R 2 A% . NKD2 J&—F
TNF-o 55, EBIEI S B 4L % Y43, M AlphaFold
HE 5T 45 44 $0 4 P (hitps </ www. alphafold. ) #3845 T /)N Bl
NKD2 ( Q8VE28 ) [ X 4 £ & 14 45 #4 , {fi il Discovery Studio
2016 Client #f4-3ET R F BN 5 NKD2 14> F %143, L cdocker
BE(ETEM 45 A5 0. Pi3 cdocker REE A 42.32 kJ + moL. ™',
F WA EY 5 NKD2 454, NKD2 5Kk # i) Vall83 , Vall47
1 Leul38 JE BT /K A ELAE F 3% 3 Thr182 1 Serl84 JE i &
FEAHEAEH . RIS Rk 2R [ R Y 2 £ (multiplicity
of infection, MOL) =30 ] #£ HK-2 4l M /& % 35 NKD2, 5
14 A~ 2 A 32 1) X B V8 W 0E 4T MIST A5, 25 R s K
P55 NKD2 1) K (B 7E U R0, WK 35l 15 NKD2 5 R
UFIES G, SR8 KB Sl ) NF-kB (1935 1k Fil NKD2
I35k A NKD2/NF-kB 3l % .,

Xf 6 ~8 JEIRYHEE Lewis KB EFT RA #45% ( ATA-M K )
W) J5 4T 21,4 g - kg™ FHRHERGAIAIT 30 d R, K
USRI ZE AR LL , R BRI 56T R 3 MR AR RO R
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PEAPRRAR, P08 AT, R R R RO A RA R
25 I B A FAIL R, 23 T S 2 2 20 M 1) 25 S e
GBI R 2% 24 P22 T0 W] BE A0 AR 02 TLR4 08 (il
B(AKT) , il R ARRPE R R PR (MG) FIA R (CA) .
SGE s MST 1 SPR 43 3|kl CA 5 TLR4 MG 5 PKB [ 5%
HNE P, HA RIS TERURE JR 0, RWIE A 58

3.3 5H T EERAKA

3.3.1 5 ITCHcH]  SBF-1 j&—Fp ARtk [ 4 /30 i 7 24
Py, X A [ RN R RE A W OK I AR M A AR T A AR 3
X NI i ( prostate cancer, PC) BHE, 2411 5
Tl 28 7 /K (androgen receptor, AR) , ] MST #3465 4H 3
Fh A GFP-AR 5275 % [ # SBF-1 By 45 &6 H1 )1, 45 8 8w
SBF-1 %} AR 725 {4 L702H Fi1 F8T6L f4h 436 fl S ik, K,
EITERE RGN o ST U] PC3 40 g 223K b DNA 25
438, ( DNA-binding domain, DBD) f#j AR, % [, i 3t MST
1 ITC K SBF-1 5 ARy #5517, MST 25 5 3 1] SBF-1
55 AR g Z BFFTERCHE W0 25 &, F K (EAE TR /K 9005 5 1TC
45 BoR SBF-1 55 AR pp M B AR R 2S804 b HiE
5 SBF-1 Joik 5 4lifb i AR oy 85 650 X 2645 4R IR SBF-1
15 AR-DBD 454 B IEH SR LG

3.3.2 5 SPRECH  ZEMd A G B E 24K 3 (progestin and
adipo Q receptor family member 3,PAQR3) J& T 7 K5 i M
T PAQR & 15 M. M Uniprot 35754 PAQR3 {4 IR F
5, F Swiss Model i 7l & 35 (4 45 #4 2 Az ( PDB, 1 1.
Slxg. 1. A) F- 27 [RPEAE R, i i Molecular Operating Environ-
ment 2015 47 ¥ IHH ( gentiopicroside , GPS) 5 PAQR3 [r] i
B =R (14 03 704  ARAE XA B TES B0 A B
2545 A A G e, AR LA BAE R S EE A e R
FRCAHI TR ST L T4 R B GPS L& 5
PAQR2 f#) Leud0 ,Asp42 . Glu69 \Tyr125 F Serl29 JE 1 3 4~2%
BB, SR GPS FTRESE M) PAQR2 £ 1H . 5y B
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FIAM) PAQR3 FEGhRic J5 5 GPS 43 %l i 47 SPRMST Fi
CETSA & , iESE GPS LUIEF| & i vy X H#% 5 PAQR3
HEA AR, K {8 75 U IR 9000 Bk Ah, GPS 51 /Y
PAQR3 $AFE & MRS IMAEAR KRR E 1323 Glu69 5 Jf H.
SPR 45 R %MW Glu3 §L ) PAQR3 H 5 GPS AHEAE )
AE S B 52451, 6] Glu69 Al REJE GPS AT ZEA5 & AT
3.3.3 55 CETSAMKH AW HOB 1 #% B (ks ar
I AR g £ B (lipopolysaccharides, LPS) 5f TNF-o 5 S 11
RAE L, TR P A FBEBLIR B ( dextran sulfate, DSS) 1755
F45 I 9 A LPS 55 i 2 M M52 3 (acute lung injury, ALL)
HARSIER . AEH &SR B RIBTERL A M 7O, 2
A T3E A ARL P £ 7% (hittps ://sea. bkslab. org/) BT Af:
FH#E S 2 K454 i E2D3 (ubiquitin-conjugating Enzyme E2
D3, UBE2D3) . jiif CETSA MST fa i %% B 15 UBE2D3
Z IR B EANEAE I ZE R CETSA 45 R B &R BN T
UBE2D3 B RERE TR, 7 & 3R BRI o 45 2R R A oA 5 il
MST S — LS & R B H% 5 UBE2D3 MHEAEH LK,
EAEURE 2R G

g5 b AT MST 6 i i 22 (9 2 11 22 0 JsUR/ LA AN i
HARKRME N, KA GB35k RE H A (GFP, YFP 45) 5
HHA WIOUHE R (IR L 2 ) S ] MST AHE5E R iC
R & AT IR (LRI 2R I | His-tag 45 57
PEARIC) , 25970 14 ~ 16 DTS, 7 NanoTemper 2 7
A2 7 B Monolith R AR EEATHAE . LR TR 50, XE s 7
THE 2 A o

4 B £

S HABEARAN L, MST HAR HA SR . MST X & 1
LSRR AT B Xk G i P SRR, 3 T DL 4 A sk
JRANTERE (9 8 1 AN 5 IR A 11 45 5 I8 2 1 7 245 ) O 4 5 2R
P I R R A A B B 259, MST SRR ] AEAE s A5
B E R BT RE P N A5 T8 A R R 5
DN (R, AT AT R AR R e 2 MR T B Z Y
ZH SRR R, U2 W R AR S 0 P 2y
(OXE AT — T MST 4 AR Ay o 245 K HLEAZ 5 F) I e B e 446
TR A, 2 LRk, MST J— 7 faj 51 07 (8 3 54k 2y
PR R TT 5

FEZ T i R BRI I 15 SR, MST A m] AT 0 T 7
MZ5H 07 S R A IS G R PRI PPA HL A 5 9m B 42
PR 2580 A R , AR 25 W T i B 5 7 308 1) SR g v, MST
HORWT LT i 2585 e B s 2 R AV AL, A B T
BRI TAERIRL SBR[k, MST HRTEHT 24
W AN 245 WL 58 BT EAT ) I F) P 35

Hi T MST & T GOW ER 52 A5 I , 4328 X 23 1 /A R4
J2 | R AR A DR R e PR IR R BOR . BB A, MST R
HAER I 259 SR BE S, AR ARSS & A B
LeAe s il AR o il DR AT AE B AN AL, AT MST 40
S FORS R TN IS A B8, 55 H A B AR B R (4 SPRBLI
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A ) MHEEUE , 3 TR X S Se i b sE i

25 LR MST SORAE 250 i S BT 1 AT IE AL T
PRI A SR B B, AR R DS 25 I R AT BN
ARAE, BT BB AN W it 25 M 52 35 , MST R A7 875 25 4L
SIETE R A AR SO B2, O R 25 B2 ) i Sk B 2
Jrs
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