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Concept and Practices of People's Garden in the Context of People-centered Cities

LI Rusheng

The concept of "people's garden" has emerged
from the fertile ground of national strategy, social
transformation, and public demand, representing
an inevitable product of the era's development.
"People's garden" can be advanced through five key
perspectives: safety, development, society, culture,
and law.

I The Security Perspective

1) Enhancing ecological infrastructure network:
Leveraging linear spaces, such as waterways,
mountains, and roads, and connecting and
completing green open spaces along these
corridors. Densifying the urban blue-green
ecological network to achieve organic integration
between internal green spaces and water systems
with peripheral ecosystems like rivers, lakes, forests,
wetlands, and farmlands.

2) Leveraging stormwater management function
of landscape architecture: Extensively constructing
"sponge-like" green spaces such as sunken green
areas, vegetated swales, and rain gardens to
effectively retain, infiltrate, and purify surface runoff
from rainfall.

3) Enhancing comprehensive disaster
prevention and mitigation capabilities: Employing
the "vegetation-stabilized slope" technology to
strengthen soil cohesion and stability on slopes.
Planning and constructing composite ecological
belts integrating forest wetlands with coastal parks
in coastal cities to reduce storm surge impacts and
establish "green barriers" against wind and sand.

2 The Development Perspective

1) Promoting integration of "park+" with
urban green space: During urban renewal,
vigorously advocating the "park+" model. In
older neighborhoods, industrial zones, and urban
villages, upgrading landscaping to create park-like
urban districts. Developing service industries and
consumer experiences along park peripheries and
greenway corridors.

2) Creating "boundary-free" parks to promote
open access and shared use: systematically
organizing unused spaces, lawn areas, and
understory spaces within parks to increase
accessible activity venues for public engagement,
while improving service supporting facilities.

3) Cultivating diverse park vitality scenarios:
Leveraging the urban park system, comprehensively
planning a dynamic park scenario system integrating
functions such as recreation, culture, sports, arts,
family activities, social interaction, and educational
exploration.

3 The Social Perspective

1) Conducting targeted "park health checks":
Systematically evaluating the urban park system's
integrity, service capacity, and quality. Focusing
on ecological green space patterns, park system
grading, and equitable distribution to precisely
identify deficiencies.

2) Advancing age-inclusive development:
Expanding specialized parks such as children's
parks, sports parks, and culturally-themed parks.
Leveraging urban "golden corners and silver
edges" to vigorously build pocket parks, adding
exercise areas and smart equipment. Increasing
safe, engaging outdoor spaces for children while
establishing a spatial network. Implementing age-
friendly renovations in parks.

3) Encouraging public participation: Fostering
innovative models like "community gardens" and
"citizen park directors" to engage citizens in the
planning, design, construction, management, and
operational evaluation of parks and green spaces,
cultivating a shared governance community.

4 The Cultural Perspective

1) Protecting and inheriting historical and cultural
heritage: Strictly preserving environmental elements
within historic districts and neighborhoods, including
their dependent topography, river and lake systems,
ancient wells, bridges, and notable trees. Preserving
urban memory and sustaining cultural continuity
through initiatives like establishing heritage parks
and protecting historic gardens.

2) Reviving and developing traditional urban
planning wisdom: Integrating traditional landscape
culture and human geography with modern urban
construction and scenic design. Prioritizing the
preservation and development of significant urban
cultural symbols, enabling traditional "urban planning
wisdom" to flourish anew in contemporary contexts.

3) Promoting integration of past and present
and mutual learning among civilizations: integrating

outstanding traditional cultural elements into the
design and activities of modern garden spaces,
making historical gardens and intangible cultural
heritage - bearers of Chinese civilization - accessible
to the general public rather than confined to elite
circles.

5 The Legal Perspective

1) Refining regulatory and standards framework:
Advancing revisions to core regulations and
standards such as the Urban Greening Regulations,
the Administrative Measures for the Protection
of Ancient and Famous Trees in Cities, and the
Park Design Specifications. Improving supervisory
procedures throughout the entire lifecycle of urban
landscaping projects - from planning and design to
construction, supervision, and acceptance.

2) Strengthening technological and talent
support: Actively exploring the application of new
technologies like artificial intelligence, big data,
and the Internet of Things to establish information
platforms for urban green space system planning
and implementation, as well as landscape
information management service platforms,
enhancing the scientific rigor of planning and the
precision of management.

3) Building collaborative working mechanism:
Scientifically conducting urban green space system
planning to optimize green space layout. Promoting
the establishment of a new governance framework
characterized by "government leadership, industry
self-regulation, social collaboration, and public
participation”.
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