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Brief analysis on the collaboration of drugs for rare diseases in China
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[ Abstract] The drug R&D of rare diseases in China is still in early stage. Collaborations have become a
choice for many companies to enter that field. This article analyzes the collaboration deals involving Chinese companies
from year 2011 to April 30th, 2022 on drugs with indication included in the first batch of rare disease list. It is
found that as the country has put more emphasis on rare diseases, the number of transactions has increased significantly
after the year of 2019. The deal model is mainly licensing deal, and transactions in rare disease indications with a
big population is relatively concentrated. A group of biotechnology companies with rare diseases as their strategic
focus have emerged. It is suggested to promote the legislation of rare diseases in China and more incentive policies
concerning the research and development in rare diseases can be introduced in the future, so as to promote more
Chinese companies to join in the research and development of innovative drugs in the rare diseases, and to further
accelerate the development of local innovative drugs for rare diseases.
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