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[ Abstract |

role in maintaining barrier function, immune system and antioxidant process of the skin. AhR regulates the expression

As a sensor of environment-cell interaction, aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) plays an important

of many genes that are related to basic skin functions. It is expressed in all types of skin cells and involved in the
progression of a variety of inflammatory skin diseases, including atopic dermatitis and psoriasis. Due to the complexity
of the AhR protein structure, its crystal structure has not been successfully resolved until researchers obtained the
crystal structure of indirubin binding to HSP90-XAP2-AhR complex recently. Clinical studies have shown that activation
of the AhR pathway by ligands is of significance to the treatment of inflammatory skin diseases, as demonstrated by
the clinical success of an AhR agonist, Benvitimod, for the treatment of psoriasis. This article presents a brief
review on the role of AhR in inflammatory skin diseases and the current progress in drug development.
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1 AbR EQZHE

AR J&— il 3 BE OR <7 O R 2 0, J8 T B 05RJ -
I -12 & ( basic helix-loop-helix, bHLH ) Per-ARNT-
Sim (PAS) % S 19 P ¥ 5% 1% 5 16 8 B3 AR R
IRBE AR A% A K 4R A BRAE T . AhR 4K 1y 848
MEFEMR L, A 4 DR, N S 3 C g 3 531
& bHLH, PAS-A |, PAS-B Fl1%% 5 18 i 35 ( transactiva-

basic helix-loop-helix domain

PER-ARNT-SIM domain

tion domain, TAD), WL /& 1, bHLH %5#) ¥ 1 3% 5
DNA Z54, Bk PAS 454 35; (PAS-A Il PAS-B) &
HEO-HEAMEAEH U R SECARZ 4G . bHLH-PAS
DI DR SF PR B AF , ADR 1Y R 43 JE Of 51 M A8 1k & 2B
fE TAD, TAD g5 35 b & & 45 2 Wi (fRiFx Q) ,
DT 5 H A LS 0 O A7 R O R R -
A TR R R B SR R s

transactivation domain (TAD)

DNA binding:

ereveneienn..805..848

Q-Rich C]

HSP90 interaction:
Ligand binding:

ARNT binding:
coactivator binding:

N & 5 C o B S

B 1 AhR HE RS 1R A

H1F AhR 25 14509 (1 &2 24 M, < 109 Lok G 4
SEHE — LR e B B T R BT, G L2 RS IR S A
PAS-B 2543, 3B, WE SR N D3R A R FL R 0 O Tk
RAS T A ME BT 20 (indirubin ) 25 & 2] HSP9O-
XAP2-AhR & &4 19 & 1K 25 #9 ( WL [&] 2A, PDB code
TZUB) iZfn RS54 7R AhR FLIRSS & D4SH B R

2 J (UL IET 2B ), M A A 48 PR R AR B K 119
BLAEG 8 D IF AN 14 AR IT sk B . BoMRES & 0
SRR ALHE O AL R SRR SR AL [H AR 5 o R
(WL 2C) o 5350, %M FEWAESE T 25 1 5% ik G A
O TIC I - AR R T AR S & A%
S ELAT O T 454 35 5 V4 F I s v (LI 2D) 1

A

~120 A

A: HSPOO-XAP2-AhR & 4 f) 2 A IEACHLIE ;B PAS-B BL{KLE & L1498, C MEURSSE & 1AS 19 B IE MR IR IE 5
D R A TR AR E T ARR LU (9 F 1 -k s XAP2 XA 56 2 11 25 HSPOO : A4k 5 3K 11 90
2 BEZL45 4T HSP9O-XAP2-AhR & & Wy 10 A AR 45 1
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formylindolo[ 3 ,2-b ] carbazole, FICZ)'" . @ @it pF
IR IR AR %42, th IDO/TDO il L-t0 & R /) i
™ A2 L-R IR &R (L-kynurenine ) K H T 7 £Q 5§
Yy, U0 K JR B8 ( kynurenic acid) | 7% JK fi® ( xanthurenic
acid ) 8¢ 4 i kG % ( cinnabarinic acid) ™, @ 1 i ik
IR A W) E r 8, [ 8% B ( Malassezia yeasts ) R L-
R 7 A 1 | W 2 A0 A W sl W O[3, 2-0 ] I
(indolo[ 3,2-b | carbazole, 1CZ) . D ¥ {4 B & 4 . BE
£ pityriacitrin , pityriazepin 1 FICZ e 1 )
FEAL ) AR BCAA 38 3 %P AhR S A SO 7R 4R R

A AHRSUILE Sl
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O /hE LRk

il

Deml s

"""""""""""" W vsvA

© HsPS0

E3Z R IEHENG

gy
"m
HSP20 HSPS0

EGFR e

............ [ NREAS

HSP90 l: HSP90

NLs

RAS
RAF
MEK
ERK1/2

B3 AhR {55

1981 @7
PEMBRG 2023 F35 32 EF 19 B ‘



Chinese Journal of New Drugs 2023,32(19)

e 3 BUE S0 b, A AR AZ TP ARR 5
AhR B % 57 [l T (aryl hydrocarbon receptor nuclear
translocator, ARNT)JE 5 AhR:ARNT & — K, %
S TRAREE A AT H AR R RR 3 T DX AR
DNA F# 430, Bk S5 U8 [ W JC1F ( xenobiotic responsive
elements, XRE ) , J& 3l H #r 4 N ¥ 5%, AhR-ARNT-
XRE A & A 8 5 3 W0 40 Ml 5 R P450 K ik
(CYPIAI ,CYPI1A2 1 CYPIB1) . R b E &YW
(epidermal differentiation complex, EDC) i1 AhR i i
¥ (aryl hydrocarbon receptor nuclear repressor,
ARRR) SN B R a5 o e sk 25 S, AhR T 44 4%
i 2 B A, TR AR R A R R A T
PRI B CYP EEACHE BR (DL 3A) o

P AR SR {5 5 58 B b, 4 M A% R 1 AR : ARNT
BT BIER 5T «B(nuclear factor-kB, NF-kB) {E
F L BEAR CYPLAL B335 AR5 5 B9 AhR L AT L

BB FN NF-kB 5% 5 fth % 5 P 7 ( RelB, KLF6 1 pRb
) B R NI RE N B S S AN AR EHHE S
Yorbfi B3 1 c-Sre 5 R B A K 7 Z K (epidermal
growth factor receptor, EGFR) ] H 4E H /- S JF &
AW ERIE S (ULIE 3B) .
3 AhR 7 % 7E 14 B2 R Ak o B9 4E A

TERT A7 1Y B2 5K 20 1 2 AU rp 2 3% 5K & K 1Y
AR, G045 £ O FSCA0 ML | B2 i 40 B L R 2T 4 40 i TR
S N O R R B D TR e B O
5o AhR 25 7 Z R0 S AE 1 B K 1 3 B L 3X U7 I
CARZ SCIRIEAT T 23R BT 5T, A0 355 e 1 B2 R
(atopic dermatitis, AD) [8,10-15] \%E}Ej'ﬁ[x'm’”’m PR
0 AR A R R i
5. ARR BT TE L 54 R B B kS
G5 ML Ak A vl T B (DL IRT 4)

B o T ,
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ARNT;_> CYPs ! ROS
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. Enc | I
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HEz Th17 T Treg
[ @ AHR ;\‘. /@ AHR *\. ‘@ AHR ‘
ARNT ¥/ O ARNT ¥, ARNT ,"
e e ~e_- Ml o
L2 ¥ N ¥ %
Granzyme B CcD39 IL-2
IL-22, IL-17A, IL-17A IL-21, IL-10 IL-10, FoxP3

A7 42 1 A6 O AN M e, AR S B 0T L 9 1 IR 5% B 2 B DG 2R 11 (FLG, IVL 1 LOR) 9 2 3K 5 AhR 38 B i 1% 1
J CYPs Feikif 227 /2 ROS; AhR 38 B 0 (7 i 2 4 NRE2 3 46, b 38 4 5G40 /K A (HMOXT, NQO1 Al SPRR)
Feiko 534b, W5 ADR BLUR L2 FLEEOT NRF2, i 20R 418U, ARR S g () 005 o A IR T 240 0 37 B (Th17, Tel
Treg) fF A 7], 8 15 AN [7) £ 40 7 BRI o i

B4 AhR e 4E 5 B KR R D RE | B2 AR 3 AR S8 AT AL g AR A

3.1 HEHEBREEINAE AWR MBS BT 5K 75 Treg 40 i 1L-10 F1 CD39 (7= 4=, I FoxP3

JH 7 B ) RE A G B9 EDC B E ik, M2 B E A
(filaggrin, FLG) N3 4K I (involucrin, TVL) 147
A (loricrin, LOR) . Ik, AhR 38 7] L4 it 55 4k
— Bl 5 K7 B FE-1 (ovo-like 1, OVOLI) 2 [ 42 i#f
FLG fl LOR 235",

3.2 ATEBRREZRS AR B{ERSA &GHRE
PE Th17 40 5 G 400 i) ST 52 1% Treg A1 Trl 41 g
22 [] F P4 8 Y 3K Rl ST A R 20 A A PR B RS
] A g AR %2 o #E Th17 40, AhR B4 2 F 1L-
17A,IL-17F 1 IL-22 (4 Bk, 4 1L-2 7= A o 7 Trl
40, AhR 55 1L-10 1 IL-21 Ay ik, 3K 5) CD39
)35, AhR I8 A 0K B () ik, [ FE, AR
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3.3 mEWIER AR LR H AR HIEIFE S
CYPs AR}, ARG A2 v 7 25 3% 4 %6 (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) , 5 & AL I, 48 A6 I b 4 R
A T PEFEHLIAE . A LR 2 MG
- 2 (nuclear factor erythroid 2-related factor 2, NRF2)
SRR S OB A S R F, NRF2 005 15 5 77 4E
VoA AL B, 0 M 20 & % B 1 (heme oxygenase 1,
HMOX1) | i & 1k 38 i B 1 ( quinone oxidoreductase
1, NQO1) F1/) i & 2 &= & & 1 ( small proline-rich
protein, SPRR) . ¥ 2 AR ¥ 3} 5] w] LA [A] B 380i%
NRF2, 5541 AR 4 S 09 2046 B ) ] LLiFs &



% NRF2'7
4 ATFRERXREMEBKKRETHN AR AL

H T AhR {5538 B AE 8 95 R A I+ R 2 2 Bk
Jit B Tl R R AR S M A AR R M E AR TR
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AR #8750 25 W) F T 9 528 98 E 1 B2 Ik 9 3f 97 18
BT MORBZEM, £ T —2E EisE
Qb T I S B 1T T R AE R B K 6 JT B9 ARR
ER. ChE

R 1 T RAEVE BRI ARR /NGy 3 sh 77

2 RS | b AT R
2 4k B4/ Tapinarof 2 25\l 28 7]/ Dermavant 23 7] B [E)
I R R JI| B E) 37
NTI-528" T8 ANV B2 25 3\ ( Natrogen ) R ) 1T 399 i PR
AT-193" Azora Therapeutics 4 Al 35 AR B 1 1 R
A et T it ¢ I 9 R
PB542°¢ Parenchyma Biotech 2 ] B I PR i
RLV-102¢ Resolvex Pharmaceuticals 2 T A B2 (rosacea) I PR i
a5 HORIE T 25 3, 4k - hups: //data. pharmacodia. com/drug#/main/druglnfo; b {5 B 5 I T Azora 2% & B I, [ hE : hitps ://www. azoratherapeutics. com; c: {5
JK U5 T Parenchyma 23 &) B W, 9 1l : hitp : //www. parenchymabio. com; d: {5 &% ¥ T Resolvex 24 &l B B, B il : hitp : //www. resolvexpharm. com

4.1 74 E1E (benvitimod, X & tapinarof) 74k
SRR b E B2 FZAWE A AR BB AT first-in-class
ek, 7 2019 4F 5 A e E R v, T R A
YN S W R E . 2022 4E 5 H, R E
FDA it T tapinarof FL 8 B9 £ HE , T A S
AL s 1 R TRIR T o X 56 [ 25 AR R IRt IR
ITARE e 1Y A AN R AL A SR R R
FDA i 60 [R]85 it o o — 0 AR R 2RO 259
A AE SCPE ARG VIAE T AL B BT A R KA BIE 5
PR A YR BEAE I AE FHAL 96 L e 2 98 15 L B R ot Bt
IER ALY ARG PR o Bl R R BT 53 52 S 35
JO7 A 4 5 48 ) 5T A D 02 i i B 420 ABR Jd
s R

Hh A A S0 b R T — T O ) 12 A
fry TS0 o e 2217 L A 686 M R e AN T
1% A YESETEFLE 5 0. 005% K10 = B 30CH F1 %2
RIRS7 O etk 2 AGEREIL TN RE DA
66. 3% 1) 2 2l % 1K TF fi ( physician’s global assess-
ment, PGA) PF/riA 3] 0 & 1,832 R =B ry B %
HA 63.9% B PGA PF4pik ] 0 5 1, P 23 5
T XL (33.5% ) o A AESCTE AL AR g B A T
AN 2 B BF 45 %0 75 (psoriasis area and severity index
75, PASI 75) i 25 R k%] 50.4% , B EE F R =
fizH (38.5% ,P <0.05) flZ i #F 4H (13.9% , P <
0.05) . AYEmifE T 50% (KR E My T —id )R
PN BRI, fi LAY 2 R P (21, 2% ) |4 Al 1k 1
RMBEER, 59 B8 09307 5 B U5 IESE T A 4k

LR 5% fif OR  FHorh 29 ) (8 F (49 % ) Y+ 2% i
252 Ji 5 Rl Sy 36 S

K [E FDA L H#E tapinarof L Y b 1T B 37 2 Bk
F PSOARING 1 1 PSOARING 2 3% 2 £ .0 Bl
HUBUE 25 [0 BRI 00 I R 36 wF 9 45 1, 4%
WA 510 F 515 i B F w4 A . 7F PSOARING 1 I
PRI 86 v, tapinarof 20 35.4% B g & 1 X IR 4H
6.0% W B P T PGA W% ; 7E PSOARING 2 I
AR 56 H7 , tapinarof 2H A%t BB 2H 1) B 3 PGA j & %
3 5h 40. 2% F 6. 3% . 2 T 5 45 R R 1 2
A # R L 25 (P <0.001) , PREEA giM &
BWEWEER S FEL QI mEA B RITh
A RFMRZ Rz P, BACR T 0 H]
TRAOL . B UL RFA R BRR B A
B9 O L BRI E B R . S SRS BLiE
PR T — WK 8 801 R 3R 36 PSOARING 3, T
PEAY tapinarof FLE B9 K ) 22 vk WA ALY L %
K iEZ N3k PSOARING 1 Fl PSOARING 2 Iifi R
5 1) £ Uk 245 32 R B 40 JE Y Tapinarof 547,763
B 91, 6% ) £ G 2 B8 ANkl g, 45
KR 40.9% B H B E2ER(PGA=0),
PGA =2 [ i % 1 58.2% 35 5] PGA S 0 5% 1, PGA =
O (1) B 55 25 1A I ) - 342 1300 1 d, Fe i WL IS
RFM N BRAR(22.7% ) FZfbE R (5.5% ) Fi |
WP B Gy (4.7% ) o 3 HTTIE A — T tapinarof %,
BT L E B 0 I im R 8% (NCT05172726)
IEFEF S,
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FE T A Y B A o A ST R0, AR N B
A IE 7 42 3K BN T e X AD B8 35 A i IR 3K
5o FIIG RAE S EE BN 1% REEEILE RS
BN HERATHEER, DR K RAERMES
2 B[R] SE AT B AR, T T8 D AE 2N AD | 3597
YD, EIL T LRGN g e 2 R A,
AR RSN NHEXTIT 6 08 A RO A 1 Rt 32 P
RULEA 22 520720 T H AR TR ) 800 1 1 PR
Y5008 45 AL BN IR T X D E R AD B
'ﬁ‘%ﬁ&ﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁﬁf{i‘”ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁﬁzﬂ o i H], Dermavant 2 7]
M) —IAE 2 4 DL LA AD B & hiFN 1%
tapinarof L (1997 80R1 2 4 M A T i PR 36 Wb 7
UM I TR LR 4508 2 %R U6 S A 406 Bl 5 1F
%5 8 JA, tapinarof 4 46.4% ) & & 5 B F B A S
VIGA-AD PF43 4 0 5§ 1, SR A L 2 Dok T 2 2,
Mm%t AEZH 24 18.0% (P <0.000 1), tapinarof ZH ik F|
W& H ESAL 75 il PP-NRS A4 B 2 H 4] 43 5] M
59. 1% H1 52. 8% , Tiij AH B /4 Xt HR 2 4 21.2% (P <
0.000 1) F124.1% (P =0.001 5) , %42, iK1 5
PR IEAEE 2 B ILEAEN AR DA R FHM R R
FER P BT RFAR b RS0 H B (tapin-
arof 20 1.5% , % HR4H 3.0% ) . EEA B H 4035
FE M 2 % (tapinarof 40 1. 1% , % RE4H 1.5% ) fil &
BE 4 A (tapinarof 2H 8.9% ,XFHR4 1.5% )

LA DL Ll PRI 1 45 ok B, A 4 BB R AR
JE R AT AD BB T ORI RO e et i HLIE
WEME T ARFR M EERER AR ES
4.2 NTI-528 NTI-528 B BB AT EZ R A
RS wAE B —Fh /N o3 259, J& — Flv AhR 3 5
o HHTZ 2 A e O R B B Ok T DR A 5,
TIRIT S 0E 1 7 955 s R JiE o
4.3 AT193 ATI93 2 Azora 2wl BF & (1) /N4> F
AhR B, 5 78 Ja 0 B K iy AbR, DL EE B
R R UNIONE R S RS F AN N TR =P e N0
SEVESE . HAT ATI93 A5 2 50 1 il K56 : A ik
PETF IR 5 B8 35 OF 98 MR 3R U7 97 0 % e R F Y
(NCTO04989517 ) Fil 45 HH 4R i 95 AFF 5 IR 7 19 97 R0FT
LAWY (NCT05072886 ) IETEIFJE
4.4 PB542 T RHRM AhR Bk 2582725 J7al
I CEEE R, TE 25 W 38 97 R e O T A TR — E 119 Ry FR
P , Parenchyma 2\ &) IEXEJT & 36 T N R4 AhR it &
L- R PRZ TR 0 8 AhR sl 7 Fds e ifl . PB542 &
Parenchyma /A &) JF & # — P AR 43 HI & (9 1 ik AhR
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WEh R, B A 2L e f B, PB542 7E 4 M
% SR B B e M AR R A U R
IR 18 55 45 9 E PR sl A A vp R B0 AR S IR
JriG k. EAME] Th17 40 A2k 28 8 45 K 1 (IL-
10,CD39, TGF-B1) Fl FoxP3 * Treg 41 i 35 1% J7 i {
FH A AhR 3 3h 7 .

4.5 RLV-102 Resolvex 2 @& 1% 254 RLV-102
J& AhR Fi NRF2 f 35 006 7], 38 o 10 i ¢ 5 4% AE
A0 AN T B R B B R, T B R AR RE /1N BURE A e
WoR HE M %A BRI R SR RLV-102 15 4h H
2R YT MY 5 (rosacea) .

4.6 Hfl AR #zhF TR, X F/NGF AR
Y 0 PRI 2 A 3t B e i 22 ( ULIRT 5) o Chen 451
F A [R]85 R 43 F 30 7 % (molecular dynamics,
MD) BERIAFSE T AhR J00% ) 5 25 4 R, 81T &
JT SRALSE AL AW 1 PRGN E (EC,, ) =2.5
nmol-L_ljﬁﬂ 2(EC, =1.2 nmol-L_]),,ﬂ\:ﬁﬁitﬂé’é
L1254 1) ) BRA 2 P T L R 47 1) 245 Bl 24 R AE AR 3
ko Cardinali 438 T 2 R A K A9 AhR % 3h
3 F0 4 LEAR T e 0 N 3R B R4 2 T 7 R ASE AR o
WA 78 A o 3k 238 2l ) B AT 42 40 0 3 o, n] BRI
R 2 40 L PHL 7 T T R Y e 3k . X S B S 5 B
Kb a 3 f 4 T4 8 R 6 7 3R 400 TR
2-(1H-Mg|We-3 - FL B 3L ) -4 -1 18k #% JiR 1 K (1TE ) 3l
PR S — ARG PE (ECy, = 1.6 nmol - L") Py i1
AhR R AF R 76 14 Py 5 A 3 % i, R Ot e = i
IRIF KM A o 3 b %t e lE A7 45 A A A A5 21 1 3 P A
I7i] B4 0 P S e AT 22 4 5, A0 K P Y RaE pE 2 ITE
[ 10 457, Tian 257 3R IE T 1 26 25 = etk g
KA A WAE R AR S, SR B RIS B =
WML E Y 6 (ECy, =0.03 nmol-L™") , k54 6
A5 AR PR A il R T TSR R o
Rk BRAE S . AN B IR AL AW 6 RT3 2R i bk
W BRI T AR B AR . LA 6 HoA R
(A P PTAR JE  TG  R 2 h 2k e R — R AR A S
1 E IR BTAR B G 25 W e AL B W EAS 3 — 2B 05
Rikken 25" R 5 T — 2 97 fty s Wbk -3 - Tk JH 13 = 9 7
£ H5 M 5LAE (laquinimod ) | lh M 57 (tasquinimod )
F s 3 50 (roquinimex ) KB AT A9 1T 24 1T 4 AR 341
FEY) K AhR BT VR . 45 SR R X 2 gk
FA AT ATEAR G EE JR Wk BE R BTG AR {55 80 i
T FLG 3R/ Ae B A, JFHCI L4 4 5 00 K i 43
F A, TR S A AD AIRYT I T .



H,CO

O — O —
N/ N/
NTNen NTNer
N N s
N N
H H

1 2 3

OCH,

laquinimod

R. R,
R, O O @/
N Br
“NTX
O~ Oy
NTNF !
N oRS
6 |

IMA-08401
IMA-06201
tasquinimod
IMA-07101
IMA-06504
roquinimex

7 IMA-01403
IMA-05101
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H,CO OCH;,

3L
OCH, OCH, SN~ CONHCH,

4 5
R, R, R, R,
Cl H Et H
Cl Ac Ac H
Cl H H H
OMe H Me CF,
OMe Ac Ac CF,
OMe H H CF;
H H Me H
H Bn H H

B S5 SCERIRIE /N> 5 AR BB 25

5 HBERZE

F & AhR 533k AhR ¢ 44 &5 w1 6 3B
£, AhR 2515 2 2 kT 8, 00 5 B2 Ik A 2 A0 4 g%
W28, i 5 A% 4 B 48 T AR B RS IR T 1 D), AR
W Eh AR B Ik A= H A B b i A OE AR )T BF
58, W e AD FVHR JE 9 45 R E MR B2 R AH OC Y AhR
W sh 70 25 91 K ok £

SR H AT IR AEAE — Lo T BLfg YL i 0] B, AhR
T 0 2 A (R R R RN AR AE B R R R 3 R T aX
T EAE AR #LE AT R L IR O X TR R
Fic A AN TR) 4 4 23 0 40 i, ARR 3035 B9 45 51 vl fig
ANHETRD R 0 5 5 7 45 A6 A5 ) = 0 4 R A= ) 2 55 7
TR 2 A 9E . BT AhR (9% 3 4E 0, 6 T IR
KRG ARR BEhF 259 0 T K B B A W51 J7 .
b BR TR R AL, b 3 B A ZURN R I A R B
Uifed 244 AhR (9 35, 40 g 38 il &8 AR A
S PR 5 3k S 5 67 A 56 0 2 R RE M B W I BT
2iIF R HA 5.
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