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Abstract: As the world's largest importer and consumer of dairy products, China exhibits distinctive characteristics
in its dairy trade, including a widening deficit and high concentration in import markets. Utilizing monthly import
data of Chinese dairy products from 2015 to 2023, this study analyzed the current landscape and trends in terms
of source countries, import volume, and product structure. The Rotterdam model is employed to estimate the

import demand elasticity for dairy products. The findings indicate that China's import demand for dairy products is
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inelastic, with a pronounced preference for imports from New Zealand and Australia. To address these patterns, it

is recommended to strengthen quality regulations and tariff controls, promote diversification of import sources and

refinement of supervision mechanisms, and enhance international bargaining power and rule-making influence.
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Table 1 China's Dairy Product Import Trade Situation from 2015 to 2023

e HOBE #HOLH FE G ORI E OB (%)

(JIWE) (LRI WAFIE T e fif 22 £ i
2015 185.90 58.32 11.50 10.39 9.11 6.34 9.19 15.61
2016 224.67 65.35 11.36 10.12 9.40 6.90 8.12 15.68
2017 254.50 90.37 10.74 10.19 9.17 7.11 8.40 14.12
2018 274.09 103.34 9.61 8.96 8.07 6.07 8.01 12.06
2019 306.14 114.81 9.21 9.40 7.98 5.97 7.40 11.04
2020 337.40 121.38 8.56 9.00 7.61 6.49 7.20 12.10
2021 394.80 138.30 8.51 8.49 7.52 6.51 7.74 12.52
2022 328.10 139.25 9.39 8.78 7.55 7.61 7.94 14.56
2023 286.49 120.72 9.41 8.40 7.85 7.49 8.12 15.40
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Table 2 Statistical Analysis of China's Dairy Product Import Data from 2015 to 2023
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5.11 16.50 3.60 18.28 2.27
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Table 3 Parameter Estimation Results of the Rotterdam Model for China's Dairy Product Import Demand
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Table 4 Elastic Calculation Formula
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Table 5 Calculation Results of Expenditure Elasticity and Price Elasticity of China's Dairy Product Import Demand
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