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Development of analgesic drugs targeting Nav1.7: advances in

clinical trials and discovery of selective inhibitors
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Abstract: The voltage-gated sodium channel subtype Navl.7 is highly expressed in nociceptive sensory

neurons and is a key pathogenic target in several human hereditary pain syndromes. In recent years, a large number

of studies have shown that Navl.7 plays an important role in inflammatory, neuropathic, and nociceptive pain.

Therefore, targeting Nav1.7 is a new strategy and hotspot for the development of novel analgesics. This review

introduces the structure and function of Nav1.7, its regulatory role in pain, highlights the development progress of

small-molecule Navl.7 inhibitors in clinical trials, and analyzes the preclinical development of highly specific

Nav1.7 inhibitors, with a view to providing reference for the development of Nav1.7 analgesic drugs.
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Figure 1 Overall structures and typical open-closed-inactivated

cycle of voltage-gated sodium channels. A: VGSCs structural
topology. VSD and PD are represented in different colors while f
subunits are shown in purple. Domain I-domain IV, P loop, and
L1-L3 are labeled along with a diagram of the inactivation gate;
B: 2.2 A resolution cryo-EM structure of WT human Nav1.7-$1-52
complex. Side view and top view of Navl.7 and two f subunits
with four domain represented in a different color (PDB: 7W9K)'®,
The four homologous domains contain the VSD and PD. This high-
resolution structure of wild-type Navl.7 provides an accurate
template for mechanistic studies and drug discovery; C: Typical
gating mechanism of VGSCs: open-closed-inactivation cycle.
Figure adapted from Deuis et al and Xu et al'"'?'. VGSCs: Voltage-
gated sodium channels; VSD: Voltage-sensing domain; PD: Pore
domain; L1-L3: Intracellular loop 1-intracellular loops 3; DI-D
IV: Domain I-Domain IV
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Figure 2 Structural diagram of Nav1.7 interaction with different
compounds. A: Structure of Navl.7 in complex with the specific
toxin HWTX-IV; B: Structure of Navl.7 in complex with the
specific toxin ProTx-II. (A) and (B) reprinted and adapted from
Shen et al™; C: Structure of human Navl.7 in complex with
vixotrigine from the top view (PDB: 8I5Y) ™) D: Structure of
human Navl.7 in complex with PF-05089771 from the top view
(PDB: 8I5G)"**
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/N, AT 9097 R R /I £ o 4o 4800 A5 A 5% [ 4 2
PRPEZENE . 2016 4E 10 H FDA C.4% F ASP 1807 JT & Tl
H B PdE 8 v A%, (HH TG 2Rk i . ST-2427
/& [ Siteone Therapeutics i /& it Nav 1.7 #i#l|57, 2023 4
8 H & A TR I7 2RI AR J5 708 T I R AT 72
# 1k, BIIB-095 M1 A A & Wk, 2020 4F 10 H H T4
I7 B8 PRI 10 2995 722 11 T AR 50

CRISPR/Cas9 7 4t 1t %= K| 2H 4 5 1 35 5] 2 1 5 40
S0 BT R, (kT TR Nav .7 B BE 7. i
PR B B IF 9T &% B CRISPR/Cas9 £ 4t 7] K i SCN9A, M
T 40041 3 AR A 227 A F) Nav 1.7 235, A Rk st 4ORE Pk
FECJRR P AV o L Ao 29 B A 0G0 find o S 1k RO
1%/ RO 32 3 R L2 . OliPass A & H &
TRl BT DNA B ) (10 3 OU0 38 A R 45 1) Ak R i
OLP-1002 /& SCN94 11 )% L FEA% IR, v] DA $54: Hi )
] A 22 70 41 B P Navl.7 9938 18 10 22 34, A 1 45 J0L
SCN9A =K T LR A8 CIP B & 4» £ 7 . OLP-
1002 & F 2021 4F 58 5% 1 TG PR RES, FT 2023 4 7E
WUORRNE I T R 5, B 76 P4 OLP-1002 K¢ T
TSPV B T R R R B R E R
PR 97 R 2 A E RN 2 v, i L P S R B
7N, OLP-1002 F A7 5 %5 FF R 20 K R0E 97 B8 1Y
K.
4 |ImPRRT Navl.7 #0&IF B FF &
4.1 IHFERUEEY BRI @ E AL
& X (PD) i BEARSF, A4 w844, w75 80 T
RAEPDANE G I N D THED . B ED+H 2 A
A T e 45 K, B 5 DIV VSD f S2 F1 S3 41 HoAF 5k
e T O P SR RS, ) R R R, R A
Im] ELIE @ IETY . R, B T Nav1.7 /851 3 i 551
(IHIE 5T 22 DA Sk w4 1 1) 1 I e Ak & 0 S BEAR, i i
XA A s, $2 A S 6 Nav .7 il vE
PEFDTE R £, IR PRI 3 R A 45 & R 5 e AR
BT 22 o8 w R F UL SRS Nav1.7 /N
FOHIF IR R 2 ZE 0 S R A BRI I e S N 5 5
T i R A &7, H AT CHRIE 1 7 T AM-2099"

I AM-0466"", 7 4 S04 P 7 95 15 B Hh 12 {8 7R SRR
T . Xenon 2\ PR 2 I Rl Bt 1& e FL I 21 0% A
b, JF R AR I = e 2 ) A% 0 ) GNE-131%) 78
N K BRI SR I A S R B AIOR R Ak b
AU AR e PRI A4 N 75 B 26, FRAE 15 5 5 1 % L K]
/N BRBE R At 2 I HH AL S 9T 2. Xenon A F] 3% T 45
FFNECAR B e B, R I T — R BT B R e L 5% e
75 BE T 2K Nav 1.7 J0 I 7, B3 3] T —Fh s &k
J1 AU R e | Rk M ) Nav 1.7 #4177 GNE-616, 7]
F CAVE Al Nav1.7 $00 il 75 12 14 7% 6 76 97 4 19 2R
GX-201 £l GX-585 »& % K %= 7 5 Xenon A 7] k& TF K
() Nav1.7 #0081 7], 75 15 35 1 P 98 0E M 0f S
2N B R R B R BB AR R 4, H R A KM
R, S, WA F IR T R RS
W, BRI BN R ARG, 572 I R 3 BIF 78 H ik 2
TEEAEH, WA G R AT S8 5 b 5 g R A 8
PF-05198007“11 & PF-05153462", 20204E, Chandra
SESIBEF U EALEOR, #5150 AL S Y5 Navl.7 ()
DIV VSD X 81T 73 K& SR 422 [ 43 1 3)) )1 2 140
fifii%e i 7 DA-0218, X Nav1.7 i #5731 80%, 1C,,
4 0.74 pmol-L™, Jf 7E 48 /K Ty AR 75 T (1) 48 i M 8 I L
T CEAZBE S T 10 2200 B 1 A TR A T | ZH 5 5 1 R
SR AR /)N BRI LR 8 s R B 2R v SR R A R 4 )
£ o #¢ L, Karanjule &% 4R 95 #% I 2> & W & #I
Nav 1.7 335 P 40 1) 550 B S ok e i B 0 T R 1 — Bl
Ty N-75 FE 05| AT 2E 4 DS43260857, F B H X6k A A/
FR Nav1.7 (a3 # 5 4, % Navl.1.Navl.5 fThERG &
HEik £, F 8 K%FIFKH QLS-81 =& LA ralfin-
amide 3Ll & B TR ISR AL G, ] Navl.7 7%
P J2 ralfinamide [ 10 %, 75 AR BRRRPE | 5] Navl.7
P I 2R 1 1) B A I RS, RN T 3 1 O
5, T/ B DRG # 28 J0 i HL, A 2809 i 5 i
4540 5 B ) 22 3 B A AR R S AR5 5 1 98
PR, T 0 K B0 F R S s B AR D
43R UR Nav 1.7 #0770 (1) 175 P4 5 e 36 284 3% 5 v
m:]%% 2[51,62,77,80»82,84»86]}5)?% R

4.2 XRIARSFEFRIBFEH Navl.7HI&EIF  sh4 &0k E
PRI P 22 R A2 Nav 1.7 1) 77 ) E R Y, JHG v i R ik
PR 41 55 3 B RYR Tk 5 2K 2 K, W1 GpTx-1™7),
ProTx-1I", JZTX-V® HWTX-IVPY, Pn3a”"’, HNTX-
%%, X 2 22 B I A X 4 7 8 2 7F 3~4.5 kDa, 1%
3R A, TR AN ) R Dt 2R 45 B knottin HT S . R

M= OIREDFIRIE, (B 500 TEYMLL, K2
PRXS Nav1.7 B 4 g EEVEA T /20, B
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Table 2 In vitro Nav1.7 subtype selectivity of small molecule compound inhibitors. IC,, values in nmol-L™; n.r.: Not reported

Compound Navl.1 Navl.2 Navl.3 Navl.4 Navl.5 Navl.6 Navl.7 Navl.8 Navl.9  Reference
AM-2099 7300 2100 21000 17 000 16 000 3700 140 >30 000 nr. [80]
AM-0466 >42 500 >42 500 >42 500 >42 500 >42 500 650 6 n.r. n.r. [81]
GNE-131 45 7 n.r. n.r. 110 92 3 n.r. n.r. [82]
GNE-616 >1 000 12 >1 000 >1 000 >1 000 29 0.38 n.r. n.r. [77]
GX-201 192 41 n.r. n.r. 705 464 32 n.r. n.r. [62]
GX-585 100 33 n.r. n.r. 435 890 15.1 n.r. n.r. [62]
PF-05153462 82 134 246 246 820 138 12.2 >82 n.r. [84]
DA-0218 n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r. 740 n.r. n.r. [85]
DS43260857 6 600 n.r. n.r. n.r. 14 000 n.r. 15 n.r. n.r. [86]
QLS-81 n.r. n.r. n.r. 37300 15 400 n.r. 3500 n.r. n.r. [51]

ISR, B bR b 25 A 5 I a6 6 LA 1) Navl.7 2 ikl
70 AT 0 T S S AL, DA T HE A R0 E R
PERIR MR RS . 22338 2 =48 A B A R A SO R0 A%
Tk L 4 &5 /) 1 1 & o, Wit 7 JZTX-V KUY
AM-8145 FIl AM-0422, % Nav1.4 il Nav1.5 e £ 47
F 100~1 000 1%, Hr AM-0422 v 1 H1 B K 15 S 1
K SR DRG # 48 Je f/N B, C £ 4k 1 S FEL A R ™ i
J& F FH 5-Br-Trp24 # 4 JZTX-V ) Trp24 13 2] T
AM-6120, J 45 2 Jo A S0 ) 4 e 75 S 1 /0 B
SEMRPT, Nguyen ZEPLL ProTx-11-hNavl.7 E &Y HI 45
K N HEREAR A ProTx-11 55 hNav1.7 FI%5 € 40 BAEH, 3F
fifi Fi] Rosetta % 11 7 (] ProTx-II fi7 2E ¥ PTx2-3127 Al
PTx2-3258, % hNav1.7 ] IC, 5 %24 7 A1 4 nmol-L™", %}
AZNavl.1.Navl.3.Navl.4.Navl.5.Nav1.8 #1Nav1.9
JHE (BRI 1000 £%, o PTx2-3127 #4524
S ] B BV RN B 5 T 1 K RIS ok 20 B 1 T
Ko B S8 5] A PO, T HNTX-II A1 hNav1.7
B 43 1 o 2 45 SR A0 4k 9 HNTX-IIT 28 28 4k H4, #1 i]
Nav1.7 [ 3F /142 = 7 30 £ (IC,, £ 7 nmol-L™"), %f
Navl.4 fil Nav1.5 (& >1 000 £, 75 St Aig o 4
T T T P A TR % A 22 T e 2 A 7R o S5 S HH R K
R,

B B 3l W i 72 B A A [ 21 Sk R WA Scolopendra
subspinipes mutilans W B W P2 H T —FEE 3D
BRI | H 46 /> SR R TR R 4H BT £ JIK Ssm6a, i
Nav1.7 & i H 53 35 1 A g 4 i) v5 4%, Ssméa 75 ik
B2 BRI 1R 51 62 1) PR R B8 70 U T 5 S HEAE 2, IR TE
FE IR By PRI R I B P P S AL o, A MR T g e
FIRHRBUE—REHATZME F@REMMEZET
BER 2K, Ho -3 1R 3% DUOR ST 121 e 2 RRAE 42 (B
CC-C-C-CC) NHFFE, i i FL 1 3 ZE ML A R0 1] f
JE TN B T IEIEY . 7RI 4 N 1B RAE I 22 Ff -2
B2 &, R /D BUEAE hNav 1.7 #5352, 21 SITIC .
SmIIIA (KIIIA, {H /2 Ht = WA 3% £, M348 45 74 1%
THR AL B KITA-1 250 3 9% 1 Nav1.7 #6355 v, I

TEAR /R B ARiF5 S I AR 2 Hp R B T I8 3 R S
RN Z KSR 5 52 IS IE I 98 R0 A AR 1 5
ma, H AT EFE R B URAB M ik (BHE R & e
B AL DL R 5 PR S R AR W 43 T B ) BT LA 2%
B0 2 KR o 3 A, RS ) 0& A 4 24 T R LA AL
(B BN VR ) AT 4 2 Ik B AR EEEOY.
A, SRR ORI I /N5 1B & Nav .7 41 57 () 55 22
SEIR . Wi K B K (tetradotoxin, TTX) FlA J5 04 75 &
(saxitoxin, STX). Pajouhesh 2" i 121 STX, K15
7 hNav1.7 % % 14 138 BH W7 77 ST-2262, X} hNav1.7
fi% B & hNavl.1-1.6 F1hNav1.8 (1) 200 £ DA b, 45 &
£ Nav1.7 DI f 40 FLIRE 7, 75 St Hre A 2d op
HA BEREHN, AR RIREEZ ORI Nav. 7 401
PRI P 55 B8 1 P B B e 3070011 R

43 BRERNARHEMGIHBEAYITE O 1986F
FDA #t#E 55 — MNPk 259, s FE PR B A SR s
PE RS BSONE [ 5, CRCAIT S R 25T R ) 32 2
S 2 — U1 B A R A A EE 22 Ik 0 1 )
) R AR B S o FE DA I K S A 4 A
A BRI ECEE B EPUAR . Biswas F2% 4K
¥ GpTx IR & Bl bifk b, X — & Bmgm T
Z KB 2 R N BUR IS I, (EAER] T R RN K
I 5 3R 2 K- Pu A B B vl LR IE #2247 4k 11
Navl.7. BEJ5, BN — Dot i, B IZTX-V 5
P AR BE, XF Navl.7 38 18 H A5 % A& 0 30 60 5% %
(hNav1.7 IC,, £ 1.6 nmol-L™), I 7F /> B 33 5 4k 455 7 o
FA SR AR S 1 SR, AR IS A 1
BN VE S o ) B B A BE 3R AT B UR (400 mekg ™),
MiE#E (370 nmol-L™) ELARAME M (mNavl.7 IC, 4
11 nmol-L™") 55 34 51" H Al JCHL 1] Nav1.7 (155
B BB NI R IR 56, Nav1.7 Uik 25 W0 (0 I R A it
— WA . Cai SR T —Fh R HE AT Navl.7 1)/
4y T 254, i L 1 1) CRMP2-Ubc9 A1 H.1F F ok % 5 14
) Nav1.7 (1925 B BBE IR 0E 25 28 R k2R 54 (194),
AL AN B R B AT NS DRG #1487t i Navl.7
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Table 3  In vitro Nav1.7 subtype selectivity of natural toxin inhibitors. IC,, values in nmol-L"

Compound Navl.l Navl.2 Navl.3 Navl.4 Navl.5 Navl.6  Navl.7 Navl.8 Navl.9 Reference
GpTx-1 n.r. n.r. 20.3 301 4200 n.r. 4.4 12 200 n.r. [87]
ProTx-11 n.r. 136 343 130 263 86 0.3 486 n.r. [88]
JZTX-V n.r. n.r. n.r. 2.2 2 350 n.r. 0.6 n.r. n.r. [89]
HWTX-IV n.r. 5.8 13 15 >385 n.r. 21 nr. n.r. [90]
Pn3a 37 124 210 144 800 129 0.9 49 888 2427 [91]
HNTX III 1270 270 491 >10000  >10 000 n.r. 232 n.r. n.r. [92]
AM-8145 n.r. n.r. n.r. 145 3000 n.r. 0.5 n.r. n.r. [89]
AM-0422 n.r. n.r. n.r. 103 966 n.r. 0.8 n.r. n.r. [89]
AM-6120 nr. nr. nr. 104 6 640 604 0.8 >1 000 n.r. [93]
PTx2-3127 16 970 5040 20 040 11530 137 090 608 6.9 >150 000 >150 000 [94]
PTx2-3258 5013 3399 14 093 8877 38315 382 3.8 43079 59 443 [94]
H4 (HNTX III mutant) n.r. 13 32 >1 000 >1 000 23 7 >10 000 >10 000 [95]
Ssmé6a 4100 813 >10000 >10000 >10000 >10 000 25 >10 000 n.r. [96]
SxIIIC 132 364 89 15 >1 000 125 152 >1 000 n.r. [100]
SmIITA 235 172 95 14 >1 000 106 41 >1 000 n.r. [100]
KIIIA 136 186 >1 000 67 >1 000 762 379 >1 000 n.r. [100]
ST-2262 >1000 >1000 65300 80 700 >1 000 17 900 72 >1 000 n.r. [102]

B . B 194 75 2 Py e A4 rhm] DLSR) 2 40 1
Hh S AP IRE IR, 0L A T R 3 s e 2 0 07 12
AR R EEAZ BE 3 10 JA B 22005 22 5 | PRI LR 12k 7%
I, A IE shiE s S sh i, HA S S EUERM
BAT AR A ML bE, 2RI R 1Y 22 Ak, A4 Navl.7
P T AN A AT R RO B AR B 18
P2 1 9K R, N3 ORI 1T B8 2 (collapsin
response mediator protein 2, CRMP2) [ Lys374 5357%
FEEABM T (small ubiquitin-like modifier, SUMO)
1 34 456, SUMO A AE M AT DL 3% Nav1.7 1 I € fi7
A ER R w5 EEUO B 1R SUMO 18 B¢ E2 i Ubc9 Al
CRMP2 Z [8] () AH B.AE H, AT FEAK Nav1.7 # 3 I gl 5%
P2 PR R
5 Navl.7#EBAYALHRE

[ JB5 Nav 1.7 £ELJ #0750 £ A i 2, AT PR Wi AFF
F BN PRI TC A I A TR . RECHR T
Z Bl Nav1.7 @ig £ w26 AL il ), HE R K2
TE I PR B 148 S 0B 2 R N A e R 6 v e IR 2 2
(B M . Navl.7 BUR AW KR MERT G DA R
JUANTTIH T8 Bk, AN ER . Navl.7/E/RKN AT
BN Z A I EE T E, X5 HEKIE o WIEHAT 24
WU A [ 5 Ah, IR R 2 O 18 M R
Nav 1.7 7518 P 7 75 3 2% 11 4 22 b IR 36 B i 42,
SUMO & i - PKC fiff 2 Ak AZ 1 2501 X 51 T 1 PR
BT 78 1) P BRI 45 24 ) BN DS Y o 1 Nav 1.7 55 .
HX, ZmhTHS. ATB@EEE RN,
H 5 M2 B854 2% 5, WIS B2 Y1 DRG # 4 7T
AL 2 AT R FEAIG T AN e A R4 Navl.7. P&, 9%
N AN FINERRELE. Bl oiE

TEPEIR 7= AR T R HE DG B FH IR R LA BT 324 4
T TE B I R ST A BH B T8 KRR R S AR S, [
T A IR P SRR — A 2 8 i 2 5 i 1) /R, X
] Nav1.7 3 A5 68 BH W7 3L th 52 44 BT A 5 19 % 08 1
FRUS, BR b, T A R, TE 2GR AR, T RS
BB AL I TE T R A L, YRR 29 AE p IS S 5
RO 5 R0 ERE I PR T RIE 70 PR 5 9 Bl D ABE 2R 1) o &
s 2575 5K, BRI RE T I PR 1) B SR 5 Ak, 2
B (R E G A T B IR T I — P RS . AR
ARSI B T4 ) A0 J 4 35 P Bt # 48 Je
T R () BER 20 T R . I, Nav.8 g 240 i 51
VX-548 JIgi )38 i 1 R AR, 7 R AF 1R 4 s
e FNA T ENE B AL b THAH P2 AR I SC HE  FEE,
Nav 1.7 {572 BUR 24 YT K AR R s . BRI, FIH 2
FEAG I 43 1 SR, B G /N o3 F & 1 22 IR L oAk A R ]
Gt E AR, DL TR 0K HE 1R A A ) 5 M VAN T v AN
PIRANYIREAY, IF 25 A B ) R E, Nav1.7 81
I 2T R TR 7 o

e FURK: 65 0051 5 D ST B S RS R A
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