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Single cell RNA sequencing technology applicated for drug discovery
WANG Mao-lin, YANG Hong-jun’

(Institute of Chinese Materia Medica, China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijng 100700, China)

Abstract: Single cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-seq) is an advanced technology to study the transcriptome
information at the single cell level. The application of this technology can attribute to analyze the heterogeneous
map of cells in the process of disease development, and precisely identify the specific cell subsets that are
responsive to pharmacological therapy. Currently, scRNA-seq technology has been widely applied in the field of
drug research, including studies on therapeutic targets, drug-induced adverse reactions, drug resistance and
vaccine. This work reviews the application of scRNA-seq technology in drug discovery, which offers a scientific
basis for personalized and accurate medication therapy.
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Figure 1 The process of single cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-seq) and its application in drug discovery. A: The process of scRNA-seq;

B: The applications of scRNA-seq in drug discovery
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FH 45 S A 1 o A ol o X S P T 24 77 4E o Sharma 451
| FH scRNA-seq W 7T i & V£ 11 6% IR 40 B 8 (oral
sequamous cell carcinoma, OSCC) 7E 1 % & 1 F
{10 5 A R0 B A UML), R B0 4 ) — ¥ fe 8 4 e
RAEA ST 255 3 1 ai I WL E A AL 75 3 40 L B
FEIRAFHT (0 R ADIRES, W7 A B 2 . 3F — 28
BIF IR I, NGUER 5 3 b 8 40 g R B B AR 2l T Y
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AR I e 5E 38, (sex-determing region of Y chromosome,
SRY) - & # 5% Kl T 9 (SRY-box transcription factor 9,
SOX9) MR IEHG I, fEik T Gy 5 T Ik, 1645 & IR 45
#3585 1 4 (bromodomain containing 4, BRD4) {i£ i/ i
58 5 BT 1 H3K27ac 7 55 2 a4k, 5 24 3805 41 il = 2
2o 25 A JQ1 #H BDR4 wJ LI 4 54115 S 1
T 245 4 , a3k — 2540 B UEE TN 24 AL i) -5 2 4 1 5 0 st
T35 5 VIR ¢, 3 R 30 1) 48 ff 32 00 163 A% 52 m) i g 24
Y R I HT R RS . Miyamoto SR i 2 &
SEFARNS KA 13 51 1l 51 g A28 1K 77 4> 56 B CTCs
HEAT scRNA-seq 73 #, KILEEASME ) HAS CTC R I
HAR ORI S o 1, 645 BV 35 2 /& (androgen receptor,
AR) JE PR 9 A8 BT 42240 S AR (1) Rk, #5252 AR 0] 77
YRIT B E 1) CTCs H R I tH 4R I Wt {5 538 B (1) 381
W, 32050 B WntSa 75 5T F1 B 40 i R i) A
FEARPRET T AR ) 7R P0G FE AR, T AE I 24 40 e
Hh i 10 WntSa )R] P 52 H X6 245 400 1) 3 43 SO
1A 5T F F scRNA-seq £ AR X 17 51 it CTCs 2341, A
BN 2 6 7K T b A 7 I B i T 24 1A S e i R R
PE, NG SR XZ IR R IT T R R 22 2%
Wang 2495 H scRNA-seq $ A %t HER2" L i Jig: 42 1)
YR IT 2V BT AR T 25 PR AT AR, R T —Fh AT 3 B
T 245 A 74 i V2 V) G 2 F | 48 . (immunosuppressive
immature myeloid cell, IMC), i# i # 7] IMC, & 3BT K
2140 A CDK4/6 Al il 2 Bk B4t i Bk A FH 24 R D 1
Ji RIS 2451, D9 b 98 S B T VR TERE TR AR

R IEYEZ I (inflammatory bowel disease, IBD) 41,
F5 3w % B (Crohn's disease, CD) Flive iz P4 45 i %%, L
FEAE A2 15 P 3 )k 1 18 M 2 0, R % 5 B0 1 1 4 A
BRI, i PR X000 3 8 I S5 i 97, SRR 4 /&
FIRIT IR IR R R A S N R B, 3 BUA
IT R N T LS S iR T T 25 PR AH DG R R, Martin
U@ IR 1149 CD & F AR UIBR 4 18] B 2H 2 43 5
(1) [ 7 2 20 Hfd scRNA-seq 73 BT, #4098 14 [m] figg o 2%
AR AE 2 9 151 fizp 1 20 P BT, 3L T — b 15 8 AE AR
% AR SR 20 it B GIMIAT'S, % B Bk A0 355 1g G 32 4 i
9 M FRAZ AR G A AR S V5 1 19 T 24 e AR ) J5 4 A, 53
() B 988 38 BE IRl T o (tumor necrosis factor o, TNFa)-
I/ (interleukin, IL)-18.IL-1a C-C 3 P #afL A 1
fit & (C-C motif chemokine ligand, CCL)-2.CCL7 . $1J&
% M (oncostatin M, OSM) %5 1 Rl 45 52 1 41 B IRl 7 -8
A R 1 W 2,k — 2 BA 51 43 At R IRAE V6 9T 1T GIMATS
FEHLRE O 28 78 28R M 91l 20 210 & 4, AT 3 Eh LA
XL R R BE R 1697 1) S AN B
25 BNEREMTL MR RGO T,

Pe N\ 24 9% B[ 9% B (human immunodeficiency virus,
HIV). & % #0% # (dengue virus, DENV). A 3,3k 8 I
7 (human papilloma virus, HPV). i /% (influenza). #7
Y56 IR 995 5 (corona virus disease 2019, COVID-19) 25,
Ho IR TT RIFEEAEH . MUARZE RF 2N BRI
7%, Hi TR A 5 OF e AR R & R XA
[7], T BOA[R] (0 NN P28 1 1R . 25 I IS AT it 22 S, 0 03
BT RE e I A N BUE R IA A AN R RV
M. iz scRNA-seq ¥ A 73 #1 8& 1E 0% 1 Ja 14
PN 58 A0 B . 2 S P, AT DA PR AR 9% B E VR T I RR
BT 28, 487~ AN [F) N BE B T R ) 3 22 45 1k R} 2 P O,
MRS TR IT 77 48 AR 4 Fh . B ] Ji
IR T A 0 TR (R A 1 A e TR 92 T A 224 T T A AR P
VR AR, AEAS PR A 928 e K A 1) 22 4 P A I R T
B AFAE G . Hu Z"F) H 10xGenomics Il 77 &
X 2 52 A PEAL BT HU 5 P2 1 NeoVax 1697 I R AR E
RSB AN LA BRI, VRS R T B IR R T
BCA 5| D ) S L. 25 SRR IR, A2 3R TR 41 g
BRI BT PR R S 1 CD4Y T 40 i 78 AR A TR A1
171E, HEEAE I A HERS, IR e i &t 2 Fh B A
AN Dy Re 5% FI P B T 48 B 52 44 (T-cell receptor, TCR)
SLIEE A, B REAPUMIRE AR . thAb, & K I NeoVax
755 T 40 M S 2 1) R AL 85 M CD4™ T 20 fifd v [ i g
1R, R PR S S MR R . R R R
A BRI Y B AR T A ] I S 5 4 B B, AR A
A AN AT PR % R T I R T 4 A AN [H)
N 18] B 1R 20 AROIR S, 02 P 37 0 i AR S P T 400 M 1
AMEAFAE IR W T BT B i 88 T VR T I R S8R, S g
AN A g% I AT SR LR S AR

P d% F G0 e TUPE DL R A R 5 S S A
AT G KN 2 R RTRRE A ML 2 P T R 50
WA H, NI 1% RS A 8, Waickman 5573k H
scRNA-seq 73 T & H= #4281 TAK-003 X 25 3 MR FE A
H CD8" T 4H il e 92 W0 1R USE AL, 45 SR R I 3% s T
TAK-003 ) CD8' T 4il g B A = i % o fe e, HLak B 1
Al T AE 6 12 50 CDS8'T 41 B X it 5t i) ¥ 5544 P %F
TAK-003 Jz N7 (1 8 3 47 i 7 TIR1/CD71, 3 &8 7 4%
DENV-2 3 45 ¥ £ 1 NS-1 1 NS3 J b 14 ic 42§ 74
CD8' T 4 i %} Fe’ ) S HY, i #5 CD8" T 41l il B A iy 1
B DN e A7 T RE

FET B SR 40 . (dendritic cell, DC) 538 () 4 7% ¥7
EAE NIRRT v B B BN s, AR T AR T
3 ZE 7 AR A I 3 40 P B 23 B9 DCs, 23 72 AR 4
i S S VR M R A, A AT e AL R R A A R .
Li Z5PF] ] 10xGenomics H. 41 i 5% 5 200 7 5 R 4t
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WHFL 7 CUD-002 %% ¥ I IR 2 1, I 48 FACS Bk, 45
RN, FHorh 80% LA F#/& DCs, o~ 1 3= 2 8 Rl 4H
JH AR A A, L X 8 AR TR 48 i I AN 22 52 DCs 1Y
PR e O R R RIE A, 1% i kT LA
T GMP 2257 B 5 2 Jfd % 7§ CDU-002 1) A 7™, Aff R 92
A A .

3 REERE

I 5 0 7 52 A (180 A B B i 0 Rl a8t el s i P 400 L
P SE Ul s AL R L R b . scRNA-seq FAR
TE LRI 5 S R A HEDR B VR FH o 18 B BOR ] A
e S LA 5 R T 240 i T35, 3 B 5 99 A O TR AR e
A, $5 5 25 RE R, B MUK 25697 S
S PR B S SRR, M R AN AL RS HEAL 250030 )T
PR — 2B A -

IR, AEAT HORHAFAE B 5 BBk [, scRNA-seq £
RWAGI AL 5, FELPHE UL R, scRNA-seq
A LE bulk-seq H. A 2T X0 28, W DL w0 i
K FE, AR ERAE D BRI 2 V0N 7 1A v I 9o B2 IR A
R 2 Z B ARHET B — K&K, ¥ scRNA-seq Al
bulk-seq k& B H 1] Ak — 22 56 1IE scRNA-seq £ 45 it
WA ES R E el SE . HIR, R 250 1 32 B A
F& 25 U 9E mRNA, JF H mRNA 18 [ 5 R IA K
A % 5, scRNA-seq H A e W 5041 i 7 5% 5% A5
B, B scRNA-seq A1 8 it 2H 22 B A 40 B T DA
71~ VR 428 2 1) A B R, TR R R A R R LA DA %
2R ALE] . AL, FE IR AT I AR v, 4R XS 254
BRI 2 i tH — R A B 2R I ) BE, A 4% DNA\RNA F
AL, scRNA-seq & 78 AN BE 45 10 e WX Fil
AR LA, K FR A L Sk 2 LSRR A B T 4E R AR
A5 22 20 S R ICA B B DA R T B A R DR S AR R
Z TR R ORI, A BT A 22 4 R R B R )2 IR b g T L
A (1) BRI UL R R IR B 25 0 BB AR o LA LI A A Ak
PR PRAE I 7 45 S 47 3K 1 o 6 20 1%, scRNA-seq 75 B
1] £ LT AR, DR G R T Al AR AR o 2 (Rl BLAE
K, 5 SO A 7] 38 T 45 4 TR A 1 i SR AR KT AR
G TR IR B 7 2 R 7 R R N L R
S JE — KM . ST 5 OIS MALDI-MST 7% 1]
HHEBAE scRNA-seq A N 7] DLE 2% 8] 45 7~ 48
Mo Bt . 25 #5524 (spatial transcriptomics, ST) %
AR A Fe R A 23 8] 7K S g i 240 PR 3 AR BRI 7
&, a3 T 10xGenomics Visium “F 5 5 scRNA-seq
BOPE A ST B & 57 1) MIA 43 Bt 7 125, RE 0% HE B 13 B
ANTF) 253 X 3 110 s i 400 2, AT L A S B AE 2 (1]
Y BRI R PR S AR AR B . SR FR, BT
40 FLFD 3D 20 M 85 IR R KR IS B AR A A 4 B

FrfeR A — @ R AR T AR A (A S, SRk T
SR g AL Dy R 2 6F I ) R i R ) 245 4 O R FR AN
A2, 5 scRNA-seq 5 I8 & B B R A 45 5 I T 25 W i 1k,
K i it R R BT LA, RS HEAL MR 25
TFRAR BRSNS . fe)m, B4R I P BOR BERE TR
HR AL ) R AR 25 W) e SE M AR R IR T i AR
(1 FABILERD, (B X T v 2 Je H R X A R 2R 4K &R
VE R Br, AR T i 2K A, scCRNA-seq #4s -
2R W 2% R BRI TR RS &, TR G4
AR RS R BB 7 U B 80T & KA B TR R
ZRTT IR IR AR .

scCRNA-seq A 7E 25 78 UK 2 AT i 1) 152
RIS, BEE U PP BOR R e [ 2 2 RHK R, R
JIAS S R R R AR 1) 4% L 3D AL A4 i 4 O A 4 D
A5 2 B S A5 JE 2 il e 4 s v A P O e ol
TN B SR A B T2 EORAE S = R R 7 1 4
J7, T A KT Y e I R 2 W T I T £ R DR
R SRR 5 17

1 & DK MR B BT SO TR SC R RS Wi A
BT WA AME

FIZEMSE: A AF & P AR SCRAR (TR 250 2
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