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Screening and activity analysis of ZIKV RdRp inhibitors
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Abstract: The epidemic of Zika virus (ZIKV) raises critical public health and safety problems. However,
there are currently no vaccines or drugs that are clinically approved for ZIKV infections. Since RNA-dependent
RNA polymerase (RdRp) plays an important role in replication and transcription of ZIKV and is absent in human
beings, it is a potential drug screening target of anti-ZIKV agents. According to the fluorescence-based alkaline
phosphatase-coupled polymerase assay method, we established the NS5 RdRp inhibitor screening model. Through
screening from an anti-infection compound library, we found a compound octenidine dihydrochloride (OCT) that
could inhibit ZIKV RdRp activity with a half maximal inhibitory concentration (IC,,) of 5.43 pmol-L". Biolayer
interferometry (BLI) assay showed that OCT could bind to ZIKV RdRp and had a strong affinity. Moreover, OCT
exhibited an inhibitory effect on ZIKV replication with a half maximal effective concentration (EC,) of
29.94 pmol-L™". All these results indicated that OCT had the anti-ZIKV activity by targeting ZIKV RdRp, and it is
likely to be a promising lead compound against ZIK'V.
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AL 7 J7 2 32 A A B VAL 3R R RE AL FED
1947 4, ZIKV ¥ W AE B M 5 35 18 ] 45 4 3 R B,
2007 FFAEVER-FIEE B R WA R kB R, B H
LT VAR IE R A IR 48 R RN 45 i 9% O = I i
PRAEIRP . 2015~2016 4 [6], 755 P 52 K 1 K FIAR 5
RPN, 48 AN FORIHLIX S J5 2 70 5 NIE S, 1 T
KEZIE KIS HU A )L/ Sk B i 2 R G0 K
REC . % IR B T E A, 2016452 ), R T AE
HEVEATRE IR B BRI TR AL TR,
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B B B A 26547, 3 ik BELASS 55 5 15 32 i i ik A, 0
il ZIKV G, ZIKV-IG W &1 1 2 s LR RE IS £
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H1C 3% ) RNA K # it RNA % & i (RNA-dependent
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Figure 1 Zika virus (ZIKV) encoding gene and RNA-dependent RNA polymerase (RdRp) activity assay. A: Encoding gene of the ZIKV



FRZLIHAE: €199 5 RARp #0771 A 77 328 K 0 TR T 5 © 2997 -

care /A f) ; C T P G 4L &5 W) JEE 1 H MedChem
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FRRME ZIKV NS5 RdRp 3 K 4w 5 /5 %
(ZikaSPH2015; GenBank accession number KU321639.1)
i Invitrogen 2 &) & B, 14 & 5 1 3 14 i K pET30a-
RdRp, & 47 i V)47 55 Kpn 1. Hind 1. K 5 KL pET30a-
RdRp ¥ 1k 2| E. coli DHSa % 52 75 41 i, 73 2] B ¥k
pET30a-RdRp (DH5a).

ZIKV RdRp EBFRIE 54t ¥ i ki pET30a-
RdRp # 1k % E. coli Transetta (DE3) J& 52 2% 21 Jiig v
THAKIE. ¥ pET30a-RdRp (Transetta) 4 mL 545 %
200 mL ZYM-5052 B i 35 72 3 (ZY: 1% & FE,
0.5% I £F 52 B4 5 5052: 0.5% H 3, 0.05% 7 % B,
0.2% a-FL##; M: 25 mmol-L" Na,HPO,, 25 mmol-L"
KH,PO,, 50 mmol'L" NH,Cl, 5 mmol-L" Na,SO,, pH 6.7,
2 mmol-L" MgS0,) #', 37 °C+200 r'min” 2 F ¥ 1%
3 hJ, 20 °C . 130 r-min™ 4k 4L 5% 5% 18~20 h #4177 H i
FHEARIE., WERMBEATHE OO E, R
FIH AKTA #4178 A 4lith, EFESE RN 25 mmol- L
Tris-HCL, 500 mmol-L" NaCl, 30 mmol-L" imidazole,
pH 7.8; Pl 223 25 mmol-L”! Tris-HCI, 500 mmol-L"
NaCl, 350 mmol-L" imidazole, pH 7.8. ¥ 41k 75 51
FE AT SDS-PAGE Bt AT (% B i i e ().

ZIKV RdRp EHEMME R &HMHL EHOE
PRI 58 32 R FH B 1ol 922 il £ 1K 2R 5 g 0 Dl e U 2 ik
7RG . RNA JE# 3'-UTR-A,, (5'-A,,~-AACAGGUUC
UAGAACCUGUU-3") ¥ T 2& # ¥ (50 mmol-L™" Tris-
HCI, pH 8 #1150 mmol-L" NaCl T 0.1% DEPC /K)
&YW N 200 umol-L, 7E 55~60 °C T 5% & 5 min,
B =AY 5 T K ¥ . RARp-RNA F1y-(BBT)-
ATP £ ) % 2% ¥ (50 mmol-L" Tris-HCIl, pH 7;
2 mmol-L" DTT; 10 mmol-L" KCI; 1 mmol-L" MnCl,)
H137 °CHFE 1 h, 2R JE IO 2 1B 22 i (200 mmol-L™!
NaCl; 25 mmol-L" MgCl,; 1.5 mol-L" DEA) #1 CIAP, {£
WO/ T 430/560 nm AT R IN . ) 45 | AR = E
X RN &R REAT A, 2 ) 1 B A R 9<% (1) RdRp 25
F (0~1.6 pmol-L™").y-(BBT)-ATP (0~9.6 umol-L™") A
AN TRV RGBSt 16 A5 (0~ 54 min) BEAT RGN

ZIKV RdRp fMFIFI R R B MENL S0FE R
% ZIKV RdRp & (I3 77158 57 ZIKV RdARp #1151 5
TR B AP 10 pmol- L' 5 0.2 pmol L™
RdRp /£ Z {75 & 30 min J&, 4% 18 1348 77200 52 A U 4k
A% RARp 3 PR A& . 3'-dATP {E A FHPE X BEAL &
), DMSO 7% [0 HE PPAil vy 8 5 077 30 155 284 (1) £
P, PRI EAR ) Z7 I F o Z=1-3(S,+ Sy)/luy -

gy FH Sy Sy 7 AR B P T B AR 2 e RS 5
PR UEAR 22, 10~ 10, 20 AR BE 12 55 L2 N 2 0 RRLAEL(S
ST EIME . U OGN T 1 T R R 2
BB AR A W PR R 24 500 ML AP HEAT IR . 30
HIR B 5 A RN [(AS, - ASY/(AS, - AS,)] x 100,
o AS, A 8 [ 1 5 DMSO FL15 518, AS FBE i fL
55, AS TR NG A ILE S E . Sl A
5205 453 26 RARp 0 5 1 B vE PEAG G, 15 B s U
AN TR MR B R B3 AL & P % RdRp 5930 14 T, 1)
GraphPad Prism 8.0 {1 X 44 & 4 1 41 ] ity 22 3 47 40
B HUHE A B S (a half maximal inhibitory con-
centration, I1C,).
ZIKV RdRp 5 EMRIFEMANE FHED
I 2 F#H R (biolayer interferometry, BLI) &4t &
M5 EAMMEER. ¥ RdRp HEATEW R LA
P, 3 PBST (% 4 0.02% Tween-20 ] PBS) Fi Bt &
25 pg'mL'. B 56K SSA &R IR N\ PBS 2% i Hh il
210 min. #RJ5, ¥ SSA & B8 1= N\ I B¢ )5 (1) RdRp
H1 10 min, fff RdRp 45 & 2L &A% b, [FI % & SSA %
A5 PBS MR A AN AR, RERLFS
PBS # Bt (A [R 1K () OCT &4 (0~400 umol-L™)
45460 s, fi# 2 60 s. fi f] Forte Bio Data analysis 9.0
AR HAE AT o, AR AT LG, RRISS
R B ST R BUK  AEL, %5 R = 0.95, WK I 2 7~ A 28
ZIKV SEMME 557 5B 5 1 ZIKV
(SMGC-1) Bk /&Y Huh 7 41}, 7£ 37 °C.5% CO, %+
N HEFFE 30 mine KA R BE AL A P OCT fn N gk G
Ja IR i, B % B sofosbuvir fE AFHMERRZG . B
T37°C.5% CO, 5 T EH 77 36~48 ho R4 RNA
P IR T U0 B, B2 AN RNA, FI) FH SEi 5% 0% @ &
PCR f I ZIKV B JI5 B 1 R 57 X 3k R 3R A &, gk i
S WL 7 S L (IE A 514 5'-TGCCCAACACAA
GGTGAAGC-3', J [M] 5] #) 5'-CTCTGTCCACTAAYG
TTCTTTTGC-3")"", GAPDH £ NN £ (IE [ 51 4): 5'-
GGTGAAGGTCGGAGTCAACG-3', Jz [f] 5| ¥y : 5'-
TGGGTGGAATCATATTGGAACA-3'). RNA L ¥ &
4 50 ng, £ 48 °C % 4 T ¥ #% 5% 30 min, 95 °C Tl A% 4
10 min, 2 Ji5 95 °CAEPE 15 560 °CiE K/ZE{H 1 min, I
IR HEAT 40 MBI, B J5 4 °C& Ik M. MRHE AAC,
THEAE % %, FF GraphPad Prism 8.0 % {1 33547 i £& 1)
A 2B B ¥ (a half maximal effective concentra-
tion, EC,,). [AIIF, F| I CCKS8 i A6 I 41 o v 77« K¢
Huh 7 481 LA 1x10*/4N/FLAEFR T 96 FLAR 1, #£ 37 °C.
5% CO, %61 N85 9% 24 h J5 AN AS RIR B (A & )
OCT (0~50 pumol-L™"), 4k 4245 3% 24 h J5 M CCKS8 £
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1 ZIKV RdRp ZERFIEE4L

pET30a-RdRp (Transetta) £ ZYM-5052 H i 5 3%
RIS Lk, A SDS-PAGE &t #1720 #r, &%
Bt G, SR B LiEMyiE A HimE
H#iA5. BUEIER A HisTrap 23T 20 B 4lifh, i
FER I LD RE N . SDS-PAGE HEIZ 43 BT 45 5 Boi, 4ifh
JE BB FIRE S TE 2 TR 2 72 kDa f B LA H— %
W H W B4R, 595 A His #2581 ZIKV RdRp &
gy F IR EARST, W43 7 H bR S A RdRp, H B A
=i (K12A).
2 ZIKV RdRp B§EMEHRE S S EZH MK

AR5 WU 5 3 SR FH 1 Tl e 0 £ K R S g 2 e e
M 7592 (B 1B), F ] RARp i 14 5'- B 1 1% it 47 AN -
(BBT)-ATP | #:# %] RNA I, fdf RNA 8% %E K [7 i 4
J B P24 BBT,y 0 BBT,,, 7,k i % i CIAP (191
N 2R A B BBT AP AR B ] ol I A O SR
5 (430/560 nm) & 1 1945 5 1H K 70 B BBT (14 1%
i, AT S B RARp 25 E G PE . 9 T E— 20 B
RdRp Bt I 5 74 2 (0 S 36 26 A, ARHIE 50 o0 A 1 A [Eik
% RdRp (0~ 1.6 pmol-L™) A [F]¥K & y-(BBT)-ATP (0~
9.6 pmol-L™") FAS R A% i B 18] (0~ 54 min) X i 375 il
SE 5 . 25 SRR, B RARp W< BE 3G n, 2 St 1E
Z TR (8 2B); y-(BBT)-ATP £ 31 Hi 5 RdRp A 24 1]
WRPE AR 45 B, B2 y-(BBT)-ATP 34 B {38 i, 9% %
(B0 IZHT 14 38, 24 y-(BBT)-ATP ¥ /& 9 2.4 pmol-L' b, 2
JO7 326 7 1 T ML RN (1 2C); Bl OB BT ZE K, RBE
BEAT A9 BR 78 43, 4 [ LIS 1] 24 30 min B, 2 Wi TP
it (B 2D). A T i OR s W S o A S SR 7 R
HH A m R BUE, B E ) B AR &R H RARp WK FE N
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B IIN 30 pl 5 B Z% i < 0.2 umol-L™ RdRp & [ -
50 nmol-L" RNA i 2 umol-L" y-(BBT)-ATP, Ji& & ¥J
51,37 °C% M T E 1 he SRJF, M 20 pL 28 1k e Wi
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RIR G (430/560 nm) Ak i 4G U BBT ¢ Jif & R S
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3 LAY OCT %t ZIKV RdRp A #&I1E A

PL ZIKV RdRp B3 W € 77 15 8 HE Al 8 57 ZIKV
RdRp il 751 vy i 52 i B A Y o SR L 3"-d ATP A Sy B 44
XTI B e R AR ALK Z/ (K7, DL 3'-dATP.DMSO
53 AR Ry A o BRI 25 g o B, TSRS B S AR R 27
K215 0.9, B 1158 B A 8w 1 F e A a5
[ (EI3A). [R] I 5E A [R] 9 8 1) 3'-dATP (0~
4 ymol-L™), &5 B EoR, Bi%E 3'-dATP ¥ EE 340, %F RdRp
%) 41 1) 2 3 i 1 58, IC,, 29 0.2 pmol L (] 3B).
XF O b TP YAk A P FE £ 500 kA P EAT IR I,
1 57 e B ) 5K T 50% 4k & 9, BRI 2 3%,
2915 MEY, 0 ik — A 50 i BURE M R i 4L
G OCT (K 3C). A Wl A 7] 94 B2 46 B 1) OCT (0~
80 pumol-L™") X} RdRp & VE I HI4E FH, &5 R EIR, W&
A1 OCT ¥ FE 34 i, X RARp P40 1l 4 FH 328 4 384 5,
M5 H1C,, N 5.43 pmol-L™' (K 3D).
4 FIREVERTIRRMNELXENOCT 5 ZIKV
RdRp 9 E1ER

AR VA 32 R AR R E I R, S
M) D) T 0 P 8 AR e 3 B e vtk I A RS
AT, 2 RARp SRR IR A G5, IR S AN [F R L 1)
AP OCT M HAEH, 45 R Box, th& 4 OCT 1 0~
400 pmol-L" [A] 5 RdRp 45 & 5 BB 5 9 9K 15 4t
P, BB A BT M) 7 A 5 328 9 184
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Figure 2 Optimization for RdRp activity assay. A: Purification and identification of RdRp by SDS-PAGE. Lane M: Protein ladder; Lane 1:

Total cellular proteins without induced recombinant RdRp; Lane 2: Total cellular proteins containing induced recombinant RdRp; Lane 3:

Sediment of cellular lysate containing induced recombinant RdRp; Lane 4: Supernatant of cellular lysate containing induced recombinant
RdRp; Lane 5: Purified recombinant RdRp; B: Dose effect curve of RdRp; C: Dose effect curve of y-(BBT)-ATP; D: Dose effect curve of

reaction time
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Figure 3 Evaluation and application of the screening assay. A: Z' factor of the screening assay for RdRp inhibitors; B: Inhibition of RdRp

by the reference compound 3'-dATP, IC,, = 0.2 pmol-L™; C: The structure of compound octenidine dihydrochloride (OCT); D: Inhibition of

RdRp by compound OCT, IC, = 5.43 pmol-L
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Figure 4 Bio-layer interferometry analysis of the interaction

between OCT and RdRp
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AS[AE EE OCT (0~50 pmol- L) 5 B 1 X} sofosbuvir
Xf ZIKV Z 1 (520 . RT-PCR &l 45 87, &1k
A% OCT 5 sofosbuvir F ¥ F5£ 348 11, 41 Pl 9% 2 RNA
FERBHTREK. (L5 OCT 5 sofosbuvir [ EC,, 7 il
929.94F14.10 pmol-L™, UL BHHL G OCT HAH —E M
L ZIKV 3% (B 5A). CCKS8 K&l 45 &R, (b &9
OCT ZEMH[FRRJE T, JLF A 47544 (&1 5B).

wig

H b, LA ZIKV DR o0 ¥R, S48 HRe = ik
0 1) 1) 2 P ZIKV 25 99 BF & 1 B 2277 5 . RdRp.
MTase NS2BNS3 &5 & 1 /& ZIKV H B A HE I e 1
B, X E AN S e, B T BB R,
RdRp £ 5 ZIKV RNA I & il M 5%, DL A HE s 25
Y EFE R AT IR E] 35 R E AR AR AR A
MTase 2 575 # RNA [ H AL IS 72, 76 4355 i — b
S-HRE H AR R (SAM) 124U, B8 5 MTase (1)
I SAM & 4+ M 45 & MTase, M #0975 25 1) & >,
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Figure 5 Anti-ZIKV activity and cytotoxicity of OCT. A: Inhibi-
tion of OCT on ZIKYV replication; B: Cytotoxicity of OCT

Az [24-26
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o NS3 & [ B AT 5 1 - A Jie Bl A0l 18 i 75 1,
TP REE 5 NS3 MR IE R AR 4 &, PG 22 2 HIP. FR
Iz Ab, G i T A AR pH, BEAS 9 #5 IR 5 A AR
(Rl -E, T H0 1 P A I AR, AT 7E D ] ZIKV
SR BRI T T ZIKV 24590 I R AN I IR
N, 1B H RT3 TE 5/ ZIKV Y67 B 25 Witk it i .

RdRp 7 RNA 75 2 (1) 52 il Fl % o F2 v R 46
LRy fe, B0 RARp 0401 770 AT DAAE 280t BHL (b 995 22
1) 38 5, T 1 28K 1 RARp ¥ 77 3256 - 2 30 440 o1 551)
HABEZEREM. Min %" RdRp 14 5 #i 5 FLuc.
NLuc 32 JF k7 3 5% Y41 i, RdRp 25 NLuc i) 75 % [Al
()22, 38 1A M NLuc 192238 I 52 RdRp #5 PE, [FI B
FLuc [R5 AE 40 B 3G 48 45, 167 35 AL 3878 T
I RARp ¥ 74 1 [ B 6 % i 7~ 1 G 40 0] 248 i ) 2 1A
F, BRI 3% Qe RER2 e [N 3R 22, 2 06 B e RO AN
FesE, dE I SBR[ 2 R EOK, AR ZE . Bertolin
PR T — i EE T B R 1) RdRp & PRI SE 7
Wk, BEE T RIS /E RARp /E K, RNABEZE(#, T
T 1R) 2 D' YA 2R A e BOUAR, ot A Cy3 2% o 5 A1 1
KOG 55 W RARp 3 P, 7 92 B A B B R AU,
AT TRV B TR, (B9 e ekl 5 R AE R4, 3
e Kz ) 45 5 . Wang S5CYHR] A [FAL &R bR il BOR, ARl
RdARp S JE W) [a-P] UTP, i i 460 52 52 7= 40 1) J o
P 5% B 0 72 RARp ¥ 14, 1% 77 7% R R v E L AE AR,
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R U PR R A 20 AR B — e . AR SR
LT A A R B 8 YA DU £ 3L T RdRp T
PRI 52 T7 ¥, Z T VR S R, FRe B R E, REBUE &,
HEAEY 4@, HF7E SARS-CoV-2 [ & il fl %
SIS, RARp [RIFE A T B BAE AP, R, A5
(1) RdRp 3% P£ I 58 75 ¥ AR BT ZIKV 245 P 5 4 (it
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