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Enzyme-responsive fluorescent probes for bacteria imaging
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Abstract: Fluorescent probes are potential fluorophores that display signals based on the changes in tissue
microenvironment, interactions with analytes or specific biochemical reactions. Metabolic enzymes are the most
important protein involved in bacteria activities. Complex dynamics of biological processes in bacteria are elucidated
by these metabolic enzymes-based fluorescent probes with high spatial resolution and sensitivity. Here, we review
recent advances in metabolic enzyme-responsive fluorescent probes for bacteria imaging. It was organized according
to enzyme classification systems, focused on fluorescence masking strategies, molecular mechanisms of enzyme

activation, and bio-related applications.
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Figure 1 Fluorescence modulation methods in enzyme-responsive fluorogenic probes, with examples for each method, (A) enzymatic

cleavage of blocking groups, (B) enzymatic conversion of blocking groups into other functional groups, and (C) enzymatic release of FRET

or PET quenchers
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Table 1 Targeted enzymes and imaging applications of enzyme-activated probes. ESKAPE: Enterococcus faecium, Staphylococcus aureus,

Klebsiella pneumoniae, Acinetobacter baumannii, Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Enterobacter species

EC Enzyme Species Probe

1.6 Nitroreductases (NTRs) ESKAPE, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), Escherichia coli 1-21
(E. coli), Bacillus subtilis, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Caulobacter crescentus

1.7 Azoreductases (AzoR) E. coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa (P. aeruginosa), Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus), 22,23

Enterococcus faecium

2.3.1.5 Arylamine N-acetyltransferases (NATS)  S. aureus, P. aeruginosa, Lactobacillus, Mycolicibacterium smegmatis (M. smegmatis) 24

2.3.1.122 Mycolyltransferases M. smegmatis, Corynebacterium glutamicum 25
2.7.13 Histidine kinase (HK) Thermotoga maritima 26
3.1.1 esterases Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M. tuberculosis), Clostridium botulinum 27-32
3.1.3.1 Alkaline phosphatase (ALP) E. coli, S. aureus 33
3.1.3.48 Protein tyrosine phosphatase (PTP) Staphylococcus saprophyticus, S. aureus, Acinetobacter baumannii 34,35
3.1.6 Sulfatase M. tuberculosis 36-38
3.2 f-Galactosidase E. coli 39,40
34.11 f-Alanyl aminopeptidase (BAP) P. aeruginosa, Serratia marcescens, Burkholderia cepacia 41-43
3.4.21 Staphylococcal serine protease (SspA)  S. aureus 44, 45
3.4.22 Sortase A S. aureus, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Bacillus anthracis, Corynebacterium 46-49
diphtheriae
35 f-Lactamases MRSA, E. coli, M. tuberculosis 50-61
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EC 1.7- Azoreductases
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Figure 2 Structures of probes activated by oxidoreductase enzymes EC 1.6 and EC 1.7
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Figure 3 Structures of probes activated by bacterial transferase enzymes EC 2
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Figure 4 Structures of probes activated by hydrolases enzymes EC 3.1-
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PRI o 8 A 2 AN R i A R I
ity A LU PR I P Bl 5 S0 [X 00 5 4% 20 BORF 11 AT
LU 20 B B R, 3L P S 4C R 8C R T 1Y) 2 R IR R

3.2

SEVE T 2C R IR ET o B, Tallman 55093 T 585
B SRR 3 RO T R B IR A TR B 32, 5
ABERETAH EL, AZ B REAS It B 22 b S 1) g i, M 17 455
I A IR FE S AT DR 285 T 5 A AT T ) T A 17
232 HERBFEIKMEES (EC 3.1.3) WL 4115 /K i g
HE 0% M LU0 IR 51 191 55 00 v RO R P 1 ) OB T o6 PR
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RV RS, W DAGH 73 e Tl R il R T 2 TR Tl R Il 5,
o1 ff A 3 3o AR R R E .

el W B2 (alkaline phosphatase, ALP, EC 3.1.3.1)
[T T AR A s AL, HiE KT RE S
A R O, £ R AR AR P bR 0 RN 0 2 W Fe
Fro 1245 NIk, BFFE N R C &% i I IF K& £ Fh ALP
PNCAREr . SR, FE R J A A B IF R T4
DS A0 L ALP % GARE, Fionl & A T4 DU 28 & ALP %2
JEERET IR A PR E . AT 33V EEREF SR
%} (aggregation-induced emission, AIE) & M. [ %< 6 4§
PEo ZERE S AR MER AR, & ALP 1 K 4
EWERRAL . TRET 33 EBEIR A IS SR K ML FRAR, 7240 3 %
1 3 BT AT 4R S5 1, IF 7= A2 AIE RGN . 1%
PREF XS ALP SR I H 50 o A S B PR A R U, K PR A
6.6x10° U-mL", W] ] T~ K J # 5 o ALP 93 14 s )
A% 20 B ALP 35 M (1) R A A5 o 1% 07 A T B
PGB IR, RAIFE 1 h, LRk Ak () ALP A I 571
A

M % R % R ¥ (protein tyrosine phosphatase, PTP,
EC 3.1.3.48) [ 3% M Il i 5 F B /K A SIS 0 16 05 i TR
B& &Ry, Pe AR E = . V2 TR AT T PTP
(355 1 0 5, G ok i R R B IR 2 (pNPP) K B ER
18 9% I DY 42 2 (FDP) 1 6,8- — 9, -4- H 3L <= 2 B i 12
I (DIFMUP) 2 i i H (1 28t 4, i, pNPP
ANFERE DN, T b AT R 82 % ; MUP Al
DiIFMUP # & # £ 8 360 nm, & 5% K A 450 nm, B
A 4 2 3% 1 FDP UK KN 495 nm, B HRAER
SENE, RS SR B KR ES, T HAR B H
BB . BRET 34 T 1 R OB R R A
DU PTP 35 P4 (1) 5 Y IREL, 12 AR EE AT DAE R M A e 1 pH
18RI 5E , R KA 560~570 nm, B A5 40 115 iE
PE, AT FH T 20 P S e T T TR I 2 ' AR A AT o ERET
3SUUE MR E T S ERER, BT IR 5 1B IR L,
M FEIRFERT 100 pm.
2.3.3 FREAEEES (EC 3.1.6) FiFRMEES (EC 3.1.6) /&2 —
KEeE AR, ErEAR P ERES
ZMEER VIR, H5 5 0w I EURHLEES, R,
T 1% I P 0 o 7 Py e oh Sk 1T Ok, B e A T
HIF 2158 TR T I 2 e () 2 i 0 2 3R 97 T 1. e Al
S ) TR s Tl 10 1) 591 2 2 B R RR B, 91 4l EMATE!
COUMATE""#1 667COUMATE™ ., H #i, #fi&E# 3 fh
B3¢ e A T B I e i P A W, L AT
AW 1911, 4- R <P B R R R (4-MUS)]S 9% 3 AT
AR KR ATAY) (DDAO-RR R £6)1#%%, 4-MUS Al
DDAO-fii & £ 1 7K #7240 73 53l 4 4-MU (4, = 360 nm,

=450 nm), DDAO (. = 600 nm, _ = 660 nm). FR%f
36V AR FRBR G S N, AT K R AR, BT %
W14 65 (@ =0.4). WREFITRCRATEY, 5
% 6 5 S N7 Ja I % 6 B IR L K R A 7 S 1 7= )
(ley= 472 nm, /= 510 nm, @ = 0.4), ¥REF 384 fi
12 T g K A ) 2B R b R (A, = 574 nm, A, = 581 nm,
@ =0.74), 5HREF 36 M LU R AE LR, HA R IRt &
FrEER . IR ORI 0E A T % 40 v R 1 i I 1
TR 5, IR o BT B IR R Il LA B o A
P, N T B R PR IR G PR 2908 T BE Al
234 PEEALES 3.2) T EC 3.2 B IREN B
WL 4. p-2FLBEFEE (EC.3.2.1.23) 2 — Pl H /K iR
Bifg, 3 A BRI R A AL B FURE T K AR BB, th
BN FUREFT B JE R 4 5, 4 4 7 55 20 jl 1 DU SR 4, A2 0
BRI TR E B TR, BN A AE
T AW R RN R FR A R R, AE I R A LS
T i GMIL FLBEEF LM S P B . fr =2 2R
W) % 5 Beijerincek T~ 1889 4F & K ik 1 T p-F- FLWE
il ] K A LRSS H AT, BT NSRRI AE DG 1 B L
B EF B S OU A IR0 5T )02, (BB XA B b g L
B i 2 IR AT B SR AR D

N T BRAR TS T 3N E R PR 3954 9
HRBERAATEY S5 K FRARS G, SRR
Jiar AT B HR 1 -1 L B R B K R L TR RO I
WNEATED . A THREE 39 46 R AT, TRET 40
55 A K AR IRBE S RE B8 il e B IK R, e 2K
VI EH IR KA (= 630 nm, A = 650~730 nm).
2.3.5 {ERThRAHE (BKES, EC3.4) T EC348I%
JEPREH BB 5. B-N & B 2 K (B-alanyl amino-
peptidase, BAP, EC 3.4.11) H 4 24505 i B A1 58 8 /KR
R R R S S D AT D S PR AR
BAP ZGERET R MR 58 (1 B Ak« IREF 418 B
Bé: f 1) linker 5 45 S5t 1% B IS 400 A0 2 5 3% AT AR P A K,
RETE 6 h P S P RS U 4 R AR B R B - (H 2 X S0l
PRAEF K 40 #B /2 off-on 28 A (1) W5 (05 YR T, 2352 3
Y B S 9OERITH, Rk, B 78N REE T KK
JEERET 4> 7, Hoh ELHE L T BAP B S (1) % 6 ER BT
25RO K B8 R AR A 435 IR AR 430k B R 1 S
SRR, BRE R A WUR A T W T 5 7% (excited-
state intramolecular proton transfer, ESIPT) LA & & &+ i
KB, AN AT BAIX 53 B 18 RO 1, 38 n] DAk — 35 %
72 A BT S T S T ) 20 R

>k H 470 B 1 22 2L 2 1 1 (staphylococcal serine
protease, SspA, EC 3.4.21.19), tFR A V8 & [ By, 7641
PRl 8 TR A S 2 B AL A R AR, T R V8
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Figure 5 Structures of probes activated by bacterial hydrolases enzymes EC 3.4
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B (GluV8) & 2Bt P KB 1 SR 1 R ™. e Re
i 5 MR Glu (B R R) FRFEEFI Asp (KA EIR) bk
H B FR i IR B, LR Glu B 3 K R 2K 402 Asp
B LK iR 3 22 9 100~1 000 1% . A, Wang Z:C
SspA 5 1 IR W VE N B K, 7 oty 43 Sl 51 N BB R AR
FRET 2N A6 5 8 GL Bk, 43 1 HE 38 M 5O IR EL 44,
45, HAPERER 45 b T mioK B REE, 3E— B RN T 40
I P A [ 1, 0 R N - 4 T Ssp A T
SR A -

Iy IR A (EC 3.4.22) 2 & 2% BH M B 4 3R 10 2% 1 4
SE BT M BE b ) SCHERE, LR AR - R AR AT E A
Jii /NGy F 2 B TR TG e . 43 i il A R S AR HE B
F1 43 3% B R A 4 R AR <8 C i LPXTG P81 (X = 4E
T FERR) (1) Thr A1 Gly 2 [7] () B Jiie g, T8 R ik 32 v 7]
A, SR 5 % R TR A4 B IR ST A% B DA AR R I T
PRV PREF 46138 1k 4y % B A T AT LA 4 B AN i
BESEAThRIC . B AU 5 & H /N T AR 28 1) 2 Ik 3L ¢
H, WE > TAEF B MEE 5, B kB AR, 7E
C i 1) 75 R AV H R BR Bk JE 2 (R VI &1, J- % R RN
i 0 43 FE A 4 4 B RE A AN M BE (O IR R B T4k
FilE AR BB R 1, DR DR 4R H A i B S I B R
(sortase-mediated ligation, SML) #F 17 & (4 T £ 1) 1)
. PREF 47 A1 481IE 1K 9 O R B E P B % e A
PR BT T 5 GGG B — iy, 7570 i% B A MAE R T,
AfALAL H-2K® 25 (1 (1Z & A0 C Kiibsid 7 LPETG J¢
F)o [EIRE, TRET 492 BT X B 15 41 B 43tk R T B 11
PIIRED o ZIREHE I 26 5 GGG J KA IE, 75
O3 R A AT (5 FREEAE F T AT S I35 200 P 5 T 6 1
B EARIL, 1ZbR i SR AT DAAE B B I3 (1
B £ ok PBS HHEAT, HF HEEE 5 min J5 5t e A I
FARIT= . (IR, AMUNF TEREE, B K
() B 20 2K (AT DA E B2 8 LPXTG 541, N A i L
FEEEHE T B L2,
23.6 p-FELRZES (EC 3.5.2) T EC 3.5 B3GR
BRI LB 6, 4 TR X B AE BRI 24 1Y) g AL 2 41
BRI 7 AR N R B- P9 T i, A B- TN T i S AR 2 K AR
MoKiE . CAAMEA, TS BERASKMER
07 A S 1) 210 B 40 1) A 1 2 K 2 1T R K iR iX
BEh A o AR AN [R] 0 R A QR AL ML, - P9 T
Jie i AT Loy A VB C R D PO AN RS, A3 2R 40 B A Fpk
FEIVRIERR T A, W T 408 P TE B A R 25 10771,
DAL b, 6T 8- PR Tk A g P 0F 9 52 31 V2 R, R 2 A AL
NG TR ICERET WA AR TF R AAIHRGET: O T FRET
HUIAL 2 L R AR . R4 507N F FRET 5K i & JE
TET (1) Sk 2 e RE, ZAREHE [Ru(bpy), ] K

BRI K 52 A BHQ3 5 Sk fl 1 3R AH 25 &, v 4% N IR
T B- P9 Ik T i B PR /K A, AT A TS 245 B 2 A3 v A
PER U EGH L N 2 AR v . RE S1VOFRIH -
ik 2z g 3% 5% R RS ) C-2 AN 9Ol B T EL R A
PECTRER, I RO A R 440 nm, KK N
520 nm, 24 K S K N 590 nm, iZARETREW © B
TSR B A p- 3 W B i s 1 . R4 52U % A5 FRET
2B AR FITC 152 44 Dabeyl 3 i 34 47y 48 16 72 % 3
kB 2 b, JF B 7E Sk &R 767 51 A\ DBCO Hi /K 5
[, AT SRR 25 Amp C - BERZ B (Sk 78 18 2= K E)
RES AL (G155 0 67 fi), NiE R A A T i 24
R R G P ALAG SR T S E% . @ Turn on B 2GR ET
PR . IREE 5354 B- N Tk B 77 T ¢ D' O 43 48
3 100~200 1%, H H 0T 45 %% 70 B B B- 9 Bt i B
BlaC 5 TEM-1 B B- PN I8t fiic I (4] 328 6 % vy 3k 1 000 £,
BEAETE 10 min Y RCIOAS I V5 99 SR AR, v 45 4% 70 BT 14
RS W gt 7 PO AR IR I T v . PR % 550TEA
Cy 5.5 R 6 [, 1 B I % 8 — N K A, 4 g-
PR Tk e T 03 5 s R I K O 690 nim, i 7 HE R I R
BRORE, SO T A N AR A it 50 S e v AR BN ) 45 4% o B
BRI . PREE 56 577FE i B- PN B i I B 58
FTHF, AT RS H b Bl BT 1 B 1 o 7 2E A i, 3
R RER S8V A B- 1A T fr It 0 PR A
BORRE ek o IRET 59TV B- A I i LTS B 2 ' R A
0 214 £, 7T LURE S M HURS I BlaC B- M BERZ B . R
ET 60" & — Bl B ALE M 5 1) B- PN ok A B 8 % 4R 41
ZARETE WY B- PN Tk B B 08 05 I 2 6 4T TF, (R 111 1
TPE-OH #7378 24 Y6 8GRI, 38 ok 75 )6 UG R 7= A v
A (ROS) KRB BH - 18K Sk A B & AE N p- N Bk
i Tt 52 IO 38 43, ¥ R 0 A Ol Ag85s I [r) JiE [ A4 2 T 4R
BT 611, 1T LS 0] 25 4% 20 B 1R R RE S MR
3 REMRE

ST T A A Bl ) 2 2R R A T A B AR T v
REETH . SREFSITHRIR I 2 A EE T BT
For ) T B R, 8 A T A0 B AR P A T Rk e Y
REFPALIER L. RECETFRTWHZH T4
ARG SRR O B FH 1R 26 SR BRAEL, BT FF R — 20 1 e
o ARSRIIBEFTE 20T B 2 B2 7 AN B A, 1Y
o0 RS AR S PR D N AR AT B S S5 A

PN G SRAT B 25 BT 5 A5 AR 3 AR AL 5
SRR R LA OC . BT — AR Il 5 B A o Y
PR REL (19 W EREL 52), K 1R s 78 240 B P 2R B
B oy wARE AL B AR L S A R B B . sk, 2
F FRET 5 % A4 2 LU 28 A 5 4R e (W in ¥R %t 44 .45 Fl
51), 7] F T 40 B AR WL AR 9T, 5] i A5 K BR824I
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