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Phage display technology and its application in antivirals discovery
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Abstract: The COVID-19 outbreak has drawn attention to viral infectious diseases once again, and the
development of antiviral drugs for both known and potentially emerging viruses is of great significance. In recent
years, peptides and protein drugs are becoming a hot spot in the field of antiviral drug research and development.
Phage display technology, as a powerful tool for screening peptides and protein drugs, has been increasingly
concerned in the academic and industrial fields. The present review introduced the basic principle of phage display
technology, summarized phage display libraries often used in antiviral drug discovery and their applications,
discussed the challenges and future direction of antiviral drug research and development based on phage display

technology.
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Figure 1 The biopanning process in vivo and in vitro. Phages specifically bound to targeted molecules, cells or organs can be obtained by

in vitro and in vivo biopanning. The unbound phages are washed away and the bound phages are eluted and amplified in bacterial. The purified

bound phages are put into the next round of biopanning. After 3-4 rounds of biopanning, the polypeptides or antibodies presented by the

bound phages can be deduced from DNA sequencing and analysis
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i 1) PEDV X £4H i 35 TH] 52 4% P VR B I 35 B AE O 25 11
P BB, B S MR 2 AR E i 4
BE 77 AT LA B G ()5 B ARG 1 o L0 ST DL R
K%Y 1a i HCV K 75 88 (1 E2 N4 4> T-%F 7 Ik BEHEAT T
Y. B SEIG R B, P3RS 19 7 K (WPWHNHR)
A LA BH W7 3 A 7Y 1b AT 28 X Huh7.5 40 i N2, $2R
ZIEAEPLHCV J7 T HL A W8 75 1 B /T s, i B2
HCV J: PR B R PR . KA TR B, SR W v A S 7R
% WK S (1) 22 BRAE 5993 75 w5 o R0 0 45 6 R0 BH T 75 9
PEJ5 T R DAL 5, A T RE K R RV TE 1 B 5 24
5% (2% 1)[6,20-2510
22 WRERAERRIEE

AT, (1 06 B A% 8 7R B4R ST 3 B g T A
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Table 1  Application of phage display peptide libraries in antiviral drug research. JEV: Japanese encephalitis virus; HCV: Hepatitis C virus;

HIN2 and H1N1: Avian influenza virus subtypes; WNV: West Nile virus; HIV-1: Human immunodeficiency virus 1; HBV: Hepatitis B

virus; NA: Not available

Inhibitory activity

Peptide sequence Virus Targeted antigen Binding affinity (ICsolumoI-L'l) Ref.
SENRKVPFYSHS JEV Domain 11 of envelope protein 6.06x10°mol-L™ (K,) -1 [6]
ACFPWGNQWCGGK HCV RNA-dependent RNA polymerase, NS5B 34 umol-L™ (Kp) 8.82 [20]
CNDFRSKTC HON2  Intact virus NA 48 [21]
CDVIALLACHLNT WNV  Envelope protein, E 6 umol-L™ (K,) 2.60+0.01 [22]
ITFEDLLDYYGP HIV-1  Capsid domain of Gag polyprotein 15.0 + 7.2 umol-L™* (Ky NA [23]
KHMHWHPPALNT HBV  PreS1 protein 7.21x10* + 4.15x10* (L-mol™) (K,) NA [24]

RAVWRHSVATPSHSV HIN1  NeuSAc

0.41 pmol-L™* (K) 6.5 [25]
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NRIRSCEE B SO A R A6 O E S . R
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JE R I B AR AR ) T AR AT R S8 TR, wT BAER X 2 Fil
PN, W W AT HEAT 2D TR 1R T 1 SO G g ST R
H % 4 B 40 L 119 19G mRNA, 5w il 17 R AR S e
LA S RN ) AN R s, o B O R IR AR T
X R SE G SR I LA 21 G BT e A R AR Bk
ARG R F A A G, 2 A, w0
IEER T H S HUR I PUARRO . i) I T A R TR B AR S
JE TR T 2 R 3 A Mk 254 (3% 2)P°7,

221 EHEAERBRFabiAXE HESH B
(antigen-binding fragment, Fab) J& 1T 14 45 #) op 7] DL 5
PUR A WX, HEF 1A ARX (VIX) fLAMEE
X (C1), VX & 34 A€ 45 #4945 (CDR) (& 2).
Schofield 5P )\ 1 K 4e 1 5 B0 T % 5 8 (A R E) 1)
SEPRR I B A ER TR TR A S R Fab SO . d I R E
J 1 45 14 ¥k SAR-55 (SAR-55 ORF2) = 4H % %4 T 4
£ (HEV) ORF2 &5 Wik, 15 2] 1 55 SAR-55 ORF2
5 S 45 B 1) HEV#A R HEV#3L BUBE BT AR, K 18 735
N 1.7 F14.5 nmol-L™*. 4334 HEV#4 Fl HEV#31 HL5E
P K T 5% % IR B BE /R R HEV SAR-55 FE I & ) /K

YefE % (Macaca mulatta) LAl &2 HEV#4 F1 HEV#31
AN . WE AR B, HEV il 56 Al HEV#4 5L HEV#
3L 9% B J AN e A 1E AT 7 AR R G T R 2 U
4 FUE R R AT HEV B .

222 WREMERRRSCFVIE HHEEHUAT X (single-
chain variable fragment, ScFv, LA I #FR A SLEEFTE), &
P 3% 4 4% 1 48 X (heavy chain variable domain, VH)
%255 0] 28 X (light chain variable domain, VL) i it —
AN 10~25 MR FERR A R T R PEAE K (linker) 3% 82 1M A%,
e/ NI EAPAI (427 kDa) (B 2)P, % Fh & Ak
TR AR PRI W3 T A 2 7 SeFv S 1% Bk 48 28 91 FH T 00
B 25 W0 JF KP4, Van Audenhove 21 L) EBOV 1]
VP35 & [ N #E5 F, X IR T 4 & 7 ScRv SCE#EAT T
AR B, VP35 A& — AN XUEE RNA 254 B 1, 2T 5
RNA R4 B A AR AL 7, s BB TP (inter-
feron, IFN) S HUm EE0E PRI 15 3210 5o N .
F kBT VP35 ScFv [ Jii R i Je N 215 IFN- Fil EBOV
VP35 £ [ 11 A549 41 il LAV A8 4 ¥ 3 35 45 11 ScFv
W . B A DU B 5 Rl ScPv A A R FO AT EL fiE % i
it 5 VP35 & 1 45 A, R BR VP35 XT IFN BL i 5 v 14 1)
0] . Zhao SR FH AL R 97 55 928 1 f 2 i 38 4 A If

Table 2 Application of phage display antibody libraries in antiviral drug research. HEV: Hepatitis E virus; SARS-CoV-2: Severe acute

respiratory syndrome coronavirus-2; EBOV: Ebola virus; HCMV: Human cytomegalovirus; RBD: Receptor-binding domain; Fab: Antibody-

binding fragment; VH: Variable domain of heavy chain; VHH: Variable heavy chain of HCAb; HeV: Hendra virus

Binding affinity

Antibody fragment Virus Targeted antigen (K,/ nmol-L%) Inhibitory activity (1C,,) Ref.
Fab HEV Putative capsid protein, ORF2 1.7 NA [28]
Fab SARS-CoV-2 RBD 15 NA [29]
Fab EBOV Envelope glycoprotein (GP) NA 1 umol-L* [30]
Fab HIV-1 Envelope glycoprotein (gp140) 1.4 8 ug-mL™ [31]
Fab HCMV Glycoprotein B 9.3 NA [32]
Fab Marburg virus VP35 protein 49+1 NA [33]
VH SARS-CoV-2 S1 subunit of spike protein 3.70 £ 0.09 2.6 ug-mL* [34]
VH SARS-CoV-2 RBD 19 0.65 pg-mL™* [35]
Fab HeV Envelope glycoprotein, G 28 4.9 ug-mL™* [36]
VHH SARS-CoV-2 RBD 21.6 0.55 pg-mL™* [37]
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Figure 2 Schematic representation of antibodies and antibody fragments. 1gG1: Immunoglobulin G1; HCAb: Heavy chain-only antibody;

Fc: Crystallizable fragment; ScFv: Single-chain variable fragment; CH1-CH2-CH3: Constant domains of heavy chain; CL: Constant domain

of light chain; VL: Variable domain of light chain. Adapted from Ref. 2 with permission. Copyright © MDPI open access journals
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B H sy e b ME— 1 T AR g Rk, RIS 9 VHH
(1 2)1 I o3 1 Jo 52 0 B 2 38 3z /0 T 35 368 4 4k 1Y)
Fab B, BB BN 9ok bifk . FIA& S PiiaAi b, 9K
Uk BA 737 /N A AR 8 IR A TR B R R RE R
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TEARE IR T S AU AE I RIE R R R T

Tarr LI HCV E2 W 85 11 402 1) = B ML 40 A g 56
fith, M T W B AR R VHH SO . BLE2 B 4R 1
XFiZ S AT IR B3RS T 49K 1A DO3. DO3 Hf 57 P14
HE2E A 54214 (CD81) 454 X, 5% F
HATHCV E2 onpEfi AR R AL E S . DO3 ] LA AR
o JRARHCV 4 B tk, HC, E4 1~10 pg-mL™*. 1k
AN, 9K Ak DO3 BEWE I HCV [ 41 i 18] 44 4%, 1X — 4
Je — S p FL BT BT R & i . DO3 4 1 i &= 55/
(15 kDa) LA R H 5 E2 8 FIRe It 4 S i AT R e Hi ok
IR 7 11 Ji A
23 HEARTIEEAXE

FR b G 2 M 22 K DA B R REASEADL B — B A £
PR AE LG, SCBRR A 5t DR o B e s i Bof
T SR AN S AR S o DR, 0 R A% el B A
TN ASCES T AT G

HERARLZ I —MEE BN AR
BB, 6 H AR A 400 Fh DL B R AR HE R BL T X B
5 A, 4R A S 7 4 & A (designed ankyrin
repeat proteins, DARPins) #& Hi % % # 41] i) 55 & 45 # 45%
YRR, 8 4N E M4 . DARPIns K N
AAfEtE e VSR R 5 TR RIBEM A
T A2 FE ) S Ik T s S 4R B A SCEY, Nangola
ZEBIPL HIV-1 Gag Hi #1956 i 3k (MA) Rk 52358 (CA)
2 R R A B R 53 TR B Ak FE 2R DARPINS SCREiE
IT0wk, SRAEAS PR A X HIV-1 (48 28 1 AnKGAG1D4
(Kg: ~1pumol-L™), B A& 3N E O EE T, fe
W dr M S Gag 45 & . 1E SupTI 41 g % & 4k I8 1%
ANKGAG1D4 fg i FEAK HIV-1 X5 Z 40 i 042 s o 1E—
$ 1 58 % B, AnKGAGLDA [ Hit i 35 4F FH & 4E 78

HIV-1 4 f B B 8 & R B B, B 36 T3 Gag B2 A1 11
YRR H 2
3 REREARRERENFSHMEMEIRE
31 ZMFE

S8 AR LA B 2 AR TSN T
ES T e IR TE - N N R g i S TN
A R B 7R SCFE SR AR 1 R R A R R — AN T I 2 K
(B 2 BK), a7 58 T vk RBE Wt s 25 5 1 3 [R] (9 AR
HAEH . N T ZORRX — 0] 8, 78 W A R R S AT
7 8 R Al b, AATT3R T M 2 A0 2 ik DA A 2 K
PUITEETE TR () SRS o AL A 22 A 22 SR AT DIl I Ak S R Ik
(5 B AT DUl i 3 R AR A 5 ik

Hall 255 05 B A J 7 e SR 5 1 2 /N 8 ) 5] A I
HH 95 25 il 25 A AE 9 6 % i 2% (Sin Nombre virus, SNV)
[ R IR ik CLVRNLAWC 11 CQATTARNC DLk 27 18 Bk
)5 RIE FE R ARG KR |- . F R4S R
R, AHGE T B ) CLVRNLAWC A1 CQATTARNC,
CLVRNLAWC F1 CQATTARNC )18 BE 5 %42 v 1 %}
SNV 77 #5 4 i) 3% 128

Zhou 54 M I T R 2 00 12 Bk FE A 3R AR T HE )
P& BE A BE 40 2 38 BE 5 BF (OGNNV) 117 12 Jik 12C
(LHWDFQSWVPLL), Jf # 12C 1 % 2F W5 45 & & B
(MBP) #EATRLA I8 LA 58 12C ¥ it . N T iem
12C 5 OGNNV 45 & 88 71, Jo¥s 12C #E4T H B R IX,
BIHE 343 12C 5 MBP AT fill & 2 18 4= i MBP-T12C.
W 57 2% B MBP-T12C 5 OGNNV [ 35 Al 2 #A4s 12C
(9% . i HAKAN 2562 1] 400 pg-mL™* MBP-T12C &
AT 28] OGNNV JE L SB A 2T 24 41 Jfd
32 BLREM

% TR Al PR P B 1 T 1 R B A 5 B T AR R
FHBEAR, X 22 JKB B2 EAT A& 1 mT DA B JlRiX — i)

M R R B T OH &R A Oy L AR A
P, £ M Fh B A S AR R L B AR, G SR
L B BE R e oy D BY S B e, )3t T DA 4 0 B 1 I 1
B#fi# . Liu 25T LL PRRSV [ RNA 4% #i RNA % 4 il
(NSP9) & 1 Ay HI0 55 5% 5 B R FE s 12 K FE AT T 2B
w1 THMEZ KPP, KA T LELPIFID
P9, JEHF 7% — 34 /£ il PRRSV /& 4 MARC-145 4]
Ji HH R P, S286: 45 5 s DR P9 HLA L L Y PO B i 1)
U ERATE, HIC, H 4514 16.12 #156.47 pmol-L .
33 EEhEMiEH

Wik A A e 7 S SRR R A B R R A2 TE AR UE 1
I i AR F 3 U 0 S5 R s DT T PRI G A P
(R H R 1 o AT S AR — ), AT T TR A
R J R SO 3RAS B Pk i B B b, o FL e
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N 5E AT UM IR SRS, TXAF — TR A 17 W T A Jee 7 S

KB AR 8 P 1 21 3 S AN o R 1 5 R A Ao

Ohta %52 DL 4 fk 1) A\ E 41 il 75 # (human
cytomegalovirus, HCMV) i 7 fl B & 1 B A
B 53 -1 % W B A4 7R Fab SCEEEAT T AE IR R, 3R A5
7 3ANBHME Fab (HO5.HO8 Fll H14), fA# S8 B, iX 34
FH P Fab ¥ 3% A H A& M, (H2 2498 3 /N BH M Fab % 46
NI 1gGL I, 75780 5% K BAME R 15 0 R, 34
TEEENNQG BRI R I T s FIEE

P W05 B A R s ST SR U 1Y ScFvs Al Fab % 4k R 58
) 1gG Pk O FH T I R & Z Bl B b 82
W), CLAEUE B WITE A MO (respiratory syncytial
virus, RSV)HIV-1. & IR /7 B A1 2 N B e 1 i 4 0
#F (Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus, VEEV). Ul
MERS-CoV H FIHT {4 42 18 Ik % H 40 44 fi 5 25 Jd = 4b
S I 5 A A% 20 T A R R TR AR R s Fab R 7 Ok 3R 75
). 4 MERS-CoV #ll 5% £ FH A 45 & 36 Ay de e 114 34
Fab (m336.m337 Al m338) 1k A 1gG1s J5 Kk KL
FoRA Ty, I H 3R Hi 4434 % MERS-CoV B A i Alig
PE, Ho v m336 ££ Vero 2 fiid Ho 2 B HH 5z 54 PR A0 1) 12
IC,, 4 0.07 pg-mL™.
34 FERERE IR

W TR A i 7 SC R 3R AT 1) 22 IR R I8 2 oK
KA (R, T e NG b 368 e 248 i B3k N 48 AR DA R 45 v
B 1 A R TR A JR o ST SR R 11 245 4 T i 7 — R Bk
Wl o FEIX T T, R R B AAS R 7S S SRV 1) 2457 5 40 i
7 3% Ik (cell-penetrating peptides, CPP) 4% 3% #3 /& # H]
(1) 5K W& . CPP M &5 [ #% '3 38 (protein transduction
domains, PTDs), >k J& - 5 g fish £y 5] I8 45 #4381 565 =
12 iE (ROIKIWFQNRRMKWKK) J2& — Fli /i 5 i i 2
255 S AR B R 22 KB, Yang SRR HIV-1 & il
5 BT R R (Vif R ) DR A X I B AR
J& s K AT T 3%, 7E3RAS 2 PP 2 Ik Bl |, 8
Z K5 CPPREG AR T 24 Rl A Z K (Ant-VMIT7 il
Ant-VMI9). #ARAhsas 45 B IR, 50 pmol-L* Ant-VMI7
A Ant-VMIQ filt & Ik B8 48 410 ] HO 20 A th HIV-1 (1)
2l

% 7 RQIKIWFQNRRMKWKK 2 #h, #i T HIV-1
(1) Tat JKF1 2 BAG H IR R ) 2N 3 2 IREE A
21 0 B4 B K% 1) CPP. i Zhuang %58 it 4 Tat 5 W
AR B2 7R Fab FE SRR I EF %) HIV-1 Rev 2 [ 1 fil& 74
% T FabRev1-Tat, fff 7T & 7~ FabRev1-Tat 0] PLA 2%t
A PBMC, Jf%F 3 Fft AN [7] (1) CCRS5 43 &5 ¥k 35 7 411 il 4
i, 1C,, v 0.09~0.44 ug-mL™*,

35 FURFEMAIRER

W B U SR PUR B2, R N T ik
M SR AN ) — B2 DU 55 24 P00 70 0080 75 L e e 11 O
e 8, 3 — i) f %o T WA AT AR R 7 S SRR 1 AR BT
P BT & RIRE £ 52 00 . fEMR B AR PR B R HoR
Hh, E B T AR XM R T AR X R () B ATLAH A A —
FEEE AL T BpR ik o F ) sl s i i 72, Bl R A
FORMIA W2, 1 BT % Fh AR BR RN BN AL
S5 B AT DLk — DR PR S AT 7 I e . W TR A
JE R AR R LB TRAL R ALFE A PCR 4R € )
CDR H A (A IR ABFA VBE S e 5 A FIF H K
J AT B = AR AR %S . Huo Z5°@ id PCR % 3 471/ CDR3
X 35k 5 AR DA dE LR S A T i, 3895 T N SARS-
CoV-2 55 FI /7 5 i i 40 K Ak H11-H4 R H11-D4, iX P Ff
A KA Fe Bl 1) o X SARS-CoV-2 1 H ATE
P (H11-H4 & 4~6 nmol-L™, H11-D4 Jy 18 nmol-L ™).
4 RRE

M TR A4 Jo 7~ 5 A A 24400 3R A 3 I B T
FLF B, HElFDA C&HtE 7 24 RIE T IR AN 2
IR APUARSE L5 F 136 97 AN [R5, gt A% 124 1fn.
B G B P /IS el D e S 9 28 X A T 46 A
] L % SO0, X e 2 AR I PR B IR AR S R R T
3075 SR AT Wk TR A4 F 7 R BN BU B 2454 B AT %
2RI AR Z — o R 2 AE B et Il 28 5% PAK, 4
BRZ AN AL/ B4 49 ) BL SARS-CoV-2 [ il 53 b £
F S M (spike glycoprotein, S potein).S & (4 S1 WV 3£ 1)
ZARZEA I (receptor binding domain, RBD) & S & H
AR I 5k 2 % #e il 2 (angiotensin converting
enzyme 2, ACE2) Jy# 55 X W 1 14 i 7= SC R b AT T 0
ik, I H O3S T 21 SARS-CoV-2 [f) H 2
FHTAARCT OO I TR A R SCPE B K IR 2 — 7R T
FLREZS (1) 22 FEVE 97 128 1) v 388 5 R0 ROAS R AN 2, 22
R ORT 1.0x10°, J ik v T H AR B T 9 % SARS-
CoV-2 i il 7] 1) 44 & # & i MDL 2 =] [ 44 & 0
(MDL-CMC &2, % FEPE29°8 8.0x10%)NIH 4 1
JE (% FEE2) 2.9x10°) F1 ChemBridge Corporation £k &
(% FEMEZ) 9 5.2x10%), 7] AT BE & AATTH SARS-
CoV-2 25 16 A1 A= i Jo A A A 1R 32k — 2B IRON, W TR A
AN A B e 4 24 40 7 308 1 AN D T, G i T
A 1 ) v 3 R OE T A R KT IR SR B |
TREFR AR AL A v 25 P 150 v ik T B AR I 48 24
W27 AR R A% B R AE

FR 707 0 SR AT R S R DU B A A, W T A
TNEERAE TR I ) RSP B 254 5 T R RE B A ) R B R
TS TS PUw B AT AE T 2 P 2 50UR —




PRI E A IR R PR OR BOR T AR O 25 W A E b 1A 7 1 © 1943 -

BRI 2 PR DN Y, B — &0 2 BERAE T, JCH XS T R0
BIR R FNAE T R P 1E BoA EBE) “ & ik 25 W) e AR
F, BRI ok 8 52 B PR s T AR B oRvE . RS R
il R Hd A — S B R (W R R A B
FU I SE) AfE 28R 1 (WA B AR W N IR = BRI 15
FE W A Toll A 32 140 55) g B 0 XT Wk TR 4 Ji 7 S e sk
A7 Ui, ) P Wk TR A R s SR 2L 22 R M R R ik
BT, DA B TR TS BUR R 2 1 TT R
HEFEET,

) FH R A R R PR IRAF I BUR B 29 B DL 2
JRANGUAA B F, B2 H AT 2 IR iR i BRAEEA
15 PR B2 FH A ATS SR THT I AR 22 Pk o anAE XS T 52 B M ik
IyF, Z IRFPUE v BCEAA R AR B S HIRAE
W) P ARG L 9P 0 R AR s U0 R I T
SCHTIR, BIFFE AT I 2R 2 Bl 07 5 500 W B A B o HR
SRR 1) 22 R4 BodtAT A . X 2 Kk AT A6 18
42 v L X R HR B, K O A IR AT R PR v BOE R
REKPPUES FRIEm MG FE RS, 2REY
MR N B A s 2B Sz kb O IR R
VIR F BEI 95 3, 3X A RR A2 B2 22 IR SR 254 T I i
MBS R o EEAR 22 IR IR RO ARE A 7 1R A B A 252
{H /2 Otvos FH Wade ™58 1 i & B A 15 4 24 W B 43 1) 1l
ARG YT R A AR N — B4 LB (< 3%), J&
R P DR R T 26 58 4 0T DA I B 43 AR 45 T A ME .
UbAh, Z BRAE#EAT T A0 2 BB W) B )8 A 2 5 56 4 T
LA T AR 25 2577 X, A4 S 0m 5l ik, 2590000 R &
XX — R PE SR . 55— U7 T, EARAEXS TPk
RaK o+, Pk BRR AR 20 A, W] L& A T8
45 2 A% n] AR 1Al A& G do A JE 2 88 i) iR R A L A
FRAAREE, (H 2 H AT 2591 39 _ERPiik b BER 2R
/bR, 2019 4, FDA fit 1 caplacizumab T 16 97 3k 45
PR LA P I /DN ik 1 56 0, 3 & FDA I HE IR 35 — A
BIRPUA, HAENG IR B0 TAE G hu R i1 2 A G hn
TR N GO IX R LY D68k, i HL AT AL AE A A
R, X R AE 25T 3 b bR

B 7SR BB AR 2 A, 2 KRR S 25
T2 NP s T i — 2 Ath 3 8, 1 7 AR 51 RS 1
e k3G, BT LATE & B i g i % v SR
BB R B — i MR SRR B AW AT
W51 IR B R R . R BP9 1 I 7 5 AR DA & H
I — B85 B 0 B = A 0 v IS S, (AR R A AU
PURBE AP IR T3 LB, ek, 51 R V2 8RR
AT P A L9 1) 3 B3 0 A2 E 89 22 AT I B0 2 1) Al
AR SRR, 5 R R R AR AL, KRR LF
A T 55 1 25 W it 2, =2 TR BT R AT VAL G 95 1Y

ARG — o BT WA AR R, W 14
AN RIS 2 BRAPUAR SR 25 W) RE W I s 25 259
I A T AR A 2K

R STBK: VRIS B0 T B R 58 AR SR 3 B SCIRAG:
R VRRE ERSH] CREBY; BRI T LEIEE.S
UEEENCT VPP

FURE RS A 155 P AR AE R 2 R
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