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Abstract: The bone marrow microenvironment, also known as the bone marrow niche, plays a critical role in
maintaining the functions of hematopoietic stem cells. Under physiological conditions, various bone marrow cells
regulate each other to sustain hematopoietic homeostasis. However, bone marrow cells gain abnormal function
under pathological conditions to cause and promote the occurrence of leukemia and induce drug resistance. Recent
findings indicate that abnormal proliferation and differentiation are not the sole reason to cause leukemia. Different
types of bone marrow cells also induce intercellular adhesion, abnormally secrete cytokines and chemokines,
accelerating leukemia's progress. This article reviews the multiple signaling pathways that regulate the formation
and progress of leukemia bone marrow niche, such as C-X-C motif chemokine ligand 12/C-X-C motif chemokine
receptor 4 signaling pathway, et al. It emphasizes that targeting leukemia bone marrow niche is a vital strategy for
improving the leukemia treatment.
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Figure 1 Interaction of leukemia cells with bone marrow micro-

miR-221
Osteocalcin

environment. Leukemia cells inhibits the functions of HSCs and
HPCs. Healthy donor-derived MSCs shows therapeutic effects in
mouse model. BMSCs derived from MSCs, supports leukemia
cells by CXCL12-CXCR4, PI3K-AKT and TGFf signaling pathways.
The adipocytes, osteoblasts, immune-suppressive monocytes and
regulatory T cells (Treg) cells mainly provide support conditions
for leukemia cells. HSCs: Hematopoietic stem cells; HPCs: Hemato-
poietic progenitor cells; MSCs: Mesenchymal stromal sells; BMSCs:
Bone marrow stromal cells; CXCL12: C-X-C motif chemokine
ligand 12; CXCR4: C-X-C motif chemokine receptor 4; PI3K: Phos-
phoinositide 3-kinase; AKT: Protein kinase B; TGFf: Transforming
growth factor f
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Treg w55 U A 7 & CD8™ T 41 i ) Bt 14 if s 7 i, [ st
ZEK AML /N R A7 35 I 18] R4 A 32 2@ il CCL3-
CCR1/CCR5 1 CXCL12-CXCR4 15 5 Hl & B, #2 1] i%
= S EE 40 4] LHME H Treg 1 2 I 48 22 11 L5 K J&@
HEFERT,
2 BERIMENSHAMRMEMENZANES @R
1 00975 4D 975 1 R 7 A 1 L 995 40 B X T B Ak
IRBE I T o A, 3 T A 1 T o B % I R 3 1L T
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REAZAM I (L FE . LSCs HIAFLE /& [ M7 & R K i 24
T R ) 5% i IR 2%, L 1 L 40 P 5 B OR8]
MM EAE R E AR . B 70 R I, BRAn i B B
Feful, 22 P& Ak R A4 B BN - 40 CXCL12/CXCR4.
Whnt/f-catenin. NF-xB . PI3K/AKT. Notch. #t 4 i 5
¥ -1a (hypoxia-inducible factor 1a, HIF-1a)/Ifl & N 57
£ KK F (vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF) &5
T B8 1R 40 L ) 37 U 42 W9 4% 7 LSCs % 32 A 37 254 Je
G 9% A0 M IR R 5 B TR R T 2 0 AR R R R B AE
H (E2)%.

2.1 CXCL12/CXCR4 {58 LIk CXCL12
S 52 A CXCR4 5 5 i B% 7 [ 100755 41 i 5 - i B
SR AH LU R AR Y. FE IR S, A
J5 210 73 3 CXCL12 &5 & CXCR4 A5 R 36 i fa s 4
R, IR HE HSC A 85 &% B B P . 7E 3 I B A s
HAE T, B MRS CXCLI12 [ 40 Wb S 5 8, S
F CXCL12/CXCR4 i FE 1% 4K, 175 5 il 83 4H i 184 5
R BRI B 0, e B 0 PR AR 2R AR A 2, A
TR HE A L% 1B B A RS o IR PRYA T HIAE DGR 7T
RIL, CXCR4 Lk /KF 5 [ 1ML & # 15 2 I 5UAH
2%, BRI CXCR4 A T (1 1ML5% V6 77 RCR IR T br &
). CXCRA4 1| 7)/4% 1 7] AMD3100 (Plerixafor”) Ik
FHALTT 259 e B U 68 97 B9 %7 77 . AMD3100 1]
Tl TR b 98 40 B 5 5 Jo 440 2 ] (958 ELAE Y, 2 8 ek

TE B B8 22 SR AR A B R ) P L A0 e, DT R AR T
IR . O B CXCR4 1) 71 2 75 S 0 1 1M
973 200 0 55 BB T R TR A ELAE F BF RN DR T AR
A 70 T 40 AR A N AE PR IR 1 S 28 b, i 5
N B 20 AR DA A ST A ) R TR R B R 350, 4k T
$ 50 B A FLT3-ITD R A8 1) [ (L5 41 Bl MV4-11 2 4
YICE MR, LR = 4 R R 4. SR K
B, LS IR 2 AR CXCL12 /K P 552 T, 40 A 2 1
CXCR4 K /K -1 11, MV4-11 b I8 48 Jif X6} B8 40
) % B 28 7 v T HRPL 2590 25 493, AMID3100 1] BH W7 %
B 20 5 O A R LA S BRI 24 T R,
T 0 6] 3 I 2 J EFE R,

B R R R D ) 4T B IR T E T-ALL () K J&
RAFERBEVEH o Scupoli ZP0K H % T-ALL JE A 41 Hg
55 i 2 T 40 B SR RS %, 45 B R I L R 40 A T 4y
W CXCLI12 H B35 1% R F kB (NF-xB)- c-Jun & 3 7 i
P (INK)/#% 5 7 30E B -1 (AP-1) 5 Sl i, 7%
51 L5 40 I 5% 4K CXCR4 63 189 i, 3k — #5184 i
CXCLI12 W28, Bl (A% -8 (IL-8) mRNA. £
1k K, IL-8 7] 4k 22 7E F 8 BEf A 355 b 1 Ho At
2 6 T 80K A W B8 HT CXCL12 AT A4 41l
] B R A BT P TR S T BN . X e g 4R
7N, CXCL12/CXCR4/IL-8 15 5 i % 1 4% 5 B8 f3 25 5%
et T-ALL (9 R R R . 3 I 7 & B, BMSCs &
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%
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Figure 2 Dynamic crosstalk between leukemia cells and bone marrow microenvironment. LSCs self-renew and continuously differentiate
to leukemia cells, inhibit the differentiation of HSC and the formation of blood cells. Leukemia cells and MSC, BMSC, osteoblasts, immune
cells, adipocytes regulate each other by direct interaction or indirect interaction by soluble cytokines and chemokines, et al. This formed the

leukemic bone marrow niche support LSCs function, and promote the disease progression, drug resistance and metastasis of leukocytes
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CXCR4/CXCL12 0] 15 18 14 i 41 i 1 1L 755 240 A XoF 7
SR B EE I R (TKD 5 B e 25 . 45 7 CXCR4
Ak IR T 32 A 35 B 77 AMD3 100 7] BE ¥ fif 87 i 24 13 28
B S UM E T G PRA FE R B, Bt CXCR4 1A
P 7044 B 45 470 70 BEL T CXCR4/CXCL12 45 &, REfg 401
F1 IS5 20 A 5 55 T, 189 5 24 ) SR i I M0 AT K
R H T CXCR4A MR/ G R o A3 202 R,
FEMEVA T T-ALL AU & P AML 1l AR 58 P, 56 P AL
T2 SR R TS iRk CXCR4 #9171 Ma-
vorixafor £ 22 Fl T 16 J7 CXCR4 & K| 52747 fif 8 WHIM
SEAIES, I RPN R T ROE A R — B A .
2.2 Wnt/f-catenin E S @I JFHER Wnts 5
it e 7L MR 9 55 2 P MR ) R AR R JE . & i Wnt/B-
catenin {5 5 i % M2 AE 4 # Wnt-Ca>'-#% K 715 5 18 #%
[ 5 T G B L TR R AT RS S AR W 2 T REM
Whnt/f-catenin 15 5 /£ § & #2 /1, f-catenin 7] 5 Apc.
Axin. LEF/TCF 26 & (A K M B AEFH . Wi # Wnt/p-
catenin A ¢ 25 Bk e 237 B, )3 85 o 8 e 98 85 A G
AR R MERR, S UM R A BRI A . B
HH HSCs i g 177 i Wnt {5 = 3 % 4 3 5L 3 3R 3 9 a
77, 3 % SRR W) 2 5 2001 I A e 2 AR O B R T 4
JH, 30 R AR o i A A A 5T R L A 20 . Wnt &
8 % R 5 00 R S SR A, £ R ity RSP PR Y B R A
IR S LT 2 G050 1k b i e A=

Hu Z58 #1677 & B, Wnt/f-catenin {5 5 18 4 2
BE4ERE CML W LSCs 1) [ F 58 i ae ) fg B s 1 Ji
J6 3£ K] BCR-ABL 5 i I -4 g 2% 1t 54 4k v CMIL 48
P o IS I 380 R A 1 S AR B R AR T I fE
BX, %W Bt PI3K/AKT/S-catenin {5 5 i % 52 BCR-ABL
T VR Y SR TG o R IR VA A ) 7R R 9D A
I AN B8V 16 R A 2 B, E KN R AR RS 1A
FEREAR 2 BN RAE T2 K™, AML M S0 70 9L,
AML 1411 g (1) F 8.5 37 4K #6i T B-catenin [f] 575 R 1A
Az 59112 B EH M, ALL B K & [ 1w
Y1+ B-catenin 3 14 B 2 =, Wt 0 71 iCRT 14 £
I Wt #3E [R 4 S R 3R 0k, SEZE ALL /) RS AL 34 1
P I 13 JEEY . Wnt/B-catenin 13 5 38 6 MY B B £ 14
L9755 20 L 3, 75 R 4T 3 Ath 30 25 58 I 4 A 1 3 R i )
e RAEAER o nla) 78 BT 40 M 0 Wnt/B-catenin {5 5
A A K562 4l it 25 401 S 1 U T AU R
Wt #l1#1] 7] DKK-1 MY 1% F B-catenin 15 FFAIK, 3852
5 CML 41 g 189 25 ) B 1. B -Catenin $5 Bt 7
BC2059 A &, 3 o 35 41 B 1 25 2 T A g 410 1) 5] e B =)
Al BT 0095 2SR, R 2 T T AN AS AR 3 1 g A
PT, TRRETE BR AL T i 52 (1 AML F/4H 4 . &5 b

Frids, $E[7] Wnt/B-catenin 15 5 1% 5 2 1 4T 11 10095 25
WA A NIAAF I PR B 755
2.3 NF-«BIESiBI NF-«B7E A KL Fh 4 2440 iy
W2 3RIK, IR R FYR — R AR B IR R AR R E
SR EEIEA . NF-«B 4T & A {5 5 845 M 25 (1)
O Ar B, FHOO G LA ) 2 Dh R VR 1 ) B C RS
TZONTT o I ST S BB A B AR O B R
DNA #i{i % ¥ T B NF-kBZ 5. NF-kBHEA NG %
ol DT 773 0 < TR 1T 28 N2 2 ) 4T ) SR 4 B 1
ETfE . NF-xB 15 5 & 8 U TG 725 15 6 320 B JBUR MY
WO 91 K 9 IE IR S B B B, HE R R . TE 2
ZEAY [ A9 20 B AR 1 9 4 B PR AT 7S R B NF-,B {5
53 B S IE AL, R NF-«B 235 FE 2840 5 [ i
B AR R Z AP E VB R

Fiskus ZE"VHF 50 & B, 20 & [ H3 2 H 5 1k i
KDMI1A £ 4 ¥ )5 & 1 7 92 0 ] AML 45 6 FF A =
ARG, T KDMIA IE 2 i i NF-xB 15 5 i # 5
i p21.p27 & CCAT/enhancer 4 & & [ 1) % 15 K F o
NF-«B 15 5 18 #1250 98 T2 F P T2 Bel-2 Kk &
% 5% 3Rk KAE EAE R, 30wk e ek R A P A i
NF-xB i& b J5 F 1 Bel-2 218 0% PIBK-AKT-mTOR
Al Ras-Raf-MEK-ERK 15 5 18 [, 4k 45 [ 111795 20 Jfd (1) 3
A5 P FAE TG BE 715, NF-xB 78 3k 2571350 % % 20 i g Al
AML A 4% TNF-INK-AP1 15 53 %, B4 L
B0 T A ) B 2Rk, 5 B B IR T A2 B T 5 k4 A
Je B Rushworth 255 57 i 7%, AML H NF-«B {5
5 R R A SRR A R T Nef-2 [ KR
A5y Wb, T HRBTATT 259 ) % A R 2k 1 0t 40
1795 . NF-xB 155 BEIEn] FiH P-FEE A (P-gp) Fik
PR L5 48 P B 52 A1 SR W AR, % 2540 25 Hh 48 il
AESRAISBLA M AR L, 300036 i 2 24T 245 14 ) &
FA B A2 477 631 751 00 385 472 2K (bortezomib) w] #1 il K562 4]
Jil NF-xB 35 1%, FEAK P-gp F2 J5 {i 135 40 a3 245 i 7
Fhn, 5l R AN T K A . X e IHEoR, FH K NF-
B I8 5 M AT BE 2 IR Y 2 2 24 1Y
2.4 PIBK/AKT{E S8 PI3K B Ser/Thr # i fl
T M T UL SR i s P, L0843 7 AKCT 78 5L A S v
. HSC " @& £ ik AKT, 1 PI3K-AKT {f 5 AKT & #%
T PR A 5 A T e A B, A I A AR
R 42 5 RN 22 5 TS 2 T Rt R R 2 R A O
ER®T. N AML 8 41 i HL-60 5% U937 43 71 5 N
0 2 O 411 HIS-5 200 o 2 floh e 55 %, AU B B 5 P 2R
Y 2 [R]85 B, 45 R B PIBK/AKT 5 5 18 B V5 1L,
A B 175 & AML 41 il % 3% 41 % & (DNR). =5 R il &
(HHT) F o s v K] B2 4F B (Ara-C) %5 2 Fhbi g 24
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Yr= A 24 . PISK/AKT {5 5 38 4 410 1l 751 — 52 72 & T
BT 24, FHLH AT RE 5 P-gp 9% 3£ [ PTEN. £ 24
it 5k < 8 (MRP-1). M R % 7% il A 510,

WF 5T R I, SRR A-II A CML 41 i B — 8
TR RT 6 P o RE R A-TID 32 0@ o 0 ) P-gp A
MRP1 [ £ LM ThEE, 1% PI3K/AKT {5 5l i, B8
1 L5 44 %o 22 3% Bl R 1 R0k 3 TG 300 B T 45
B-ALL #H G 50 K B0, I3 M98 7= 2% 3 1) PIBK/AKT
55 I8 RO ) A TG B 4 )R R B -28 (ADAM28)
RERESBHERRKEVIMK. #7 ADAM28-PI3K/
AKT 2 518 % 7] ft & B-ALL 697 B4l T 4
it 94 EL B 440 PR 1 100995 A0 AR L 988 FH S HE 8 R I, - 43 T
Pt 401 41 701 T A 25 LT Nooteh 138 B8 305, 48 F 7] iy
T-ALL 697 1A 205K ms . SR1, Notch1 FE A% (4 1fiL 75 41
Jil 7§ PTEN 334, 74K PI3K-AKT 15 5 38 4% 33 1M & i )
y-73 VA T8 79 (RO TR 25« Noteh 1 55 JH0Rg 2 AR R AL (1
AH W 5T K B, Notchl 15 5 38 % A PI3K-AKT J&# #% 7
e B A Py FAEH, 35 F {2 2 Notchl 5 5 1 1 1L 94
KA R ERY X BB 5T 45 R ON R 1) PIBK-AKT 6 97
T-ALL $2& 3 12 J il o
2.5 Notch{5S#E HuTIAN, Notch {5 Sl ER/EH
Y B FEA AL T R G0 I T4 i 75 %55 Notch %2
1A, Notch Bt 44 I 7 % 75 T BMSCs. 1F i Ifi I & f
PR T WA MR e RIELMEIER, —BARER
YA i R U R A R 5 RO M LY. 7R
Notch 3X 5l 1] T-ALL #F 5T H*, Bernasconi-Elias 25" Hf &
i Notch Hi 44, [5] I i 1 Notch 5 Hi 44 45 & () b 44 45
Mo 25 R B, AE I 98 S b R R B AL o i Ak
Notch FEAE (1 [ 983 41 B 7= A= B4 (1 BH T 285082 .- Stephen
W50 R B )LE T-ALL & 3% 7 i 50% 17 £ Notch %8
AR SRARNL S ER AR R AR XA PEST [X
1. Notchl Z78 &35 X & J& Fa Wi N 4F, 5 AR I [ 8L
B, K0S 29, Sanchez-Irizarry 2% % 3,
Notch 45 ¥4 45 1k, /2 L Bl W0is A % 42 42 i 8 48 1 i
F&: N-iig J& T~ B 7K X 38, 15 H 48 Ja 41 56 40 T i fa g 1
HEY; INR XA TERITF R4, B4 EE
1B R N i 6 52 T A AR AR 14 D) 1), PEST 45 #3800
1 Notch1 41 g P4 355 53 11 1) % 2048 ; Noteh [ 85 A [X 3k
FHH 29 0, 345 7 AH 0 R e, B Ao T AR 0 ST B0 -
Notch1 (1] 575 0] {1l ik 25 1 2048 51 R A5 5 18 B 7 8
FR U, FF 82305 Noteh 1 1 ¥ #E JE K12 1 5 2 T-ALL
1) A2 R 1o+

LEM PR R E 4l A M5 (CLL) 8 7 AR, Pozzo 51
I Notch 1 J PR 848 5 ¥ JE Rl MY C Rk 7K F 5 1E A
5%, [FII SL A% HF B RS T 1 (NPMD) 2588 & %, 1275

YU BTG . B4 Notch1 848 (Notchl-mut) CLL
Hl Notchl B 4= %Y (Notchl-wt) CLL 3 K & ik i, & 91
Notch1 T8 B4 Hg 142 b8 44 £ 20 A oA D% 2 R NPM L
Fik THE, NPM1 5 MYC. Notchl 3% 7K “F ¥ 7778 i
2 18] 1E #H 9% 7, Notch1-MYC-NPM 1 J& R AR i 98 15 5
. TT R BT Notch {5 5 38 B 0 7] 254 © BCH F 1ML
IR T I BN . H AT - WA 1 7R AN T
Pt RNA FH 7 Notch 155 53 #% T B A5 1 PR 5T 0F 78 23k J,
R AR I8 AR AR IE "
2.6 HIF-1&/VEGF {5 51888 #% K1 HIF-1 7£%
SEAAE T T IGE E UPS 2 48 B4, 1 76 B4 26140 R
T FRIK, R ) 2 75 I 9 JE L A 8 1 o 5 v 3R 0 B
STFE . WFFCEYE S, HIF-1 063 iR & B A 4 i 4
FE ST R bR S 1k 5 A 25 S B I, 2 e Sz g
W HIF- 1o R I8, L &R G0 I8 HIF-10 R I8 [FFE
WY B VRS S pH RN RS
1975 210 B HIF-1a 23K 38 0. HIF-1a 3k — 2 i S 14
PRz AR R R 2 a8 38, 12 3 i JRg D L0 e 8 P 50 10
B AR, AT 5 A e R T e SR SORTE FR D A T R
B A A [ I AR A R A B A AR O A LG
T, Wi G 2N IR Vi RO 7 AR

Wang 2575 R I HIF-1a 40081 70 B 25 2 3540
1 TP53 2245 ) AML CD34°CD38 T- 40 i oh fit, H A
YHEEIR1C, . BEAR Y S50 25 KRB, AT 20 2 Fl
AML 5748 A A5 284 1 280 S I BT b R SR L B 3
LA AT RO, (R IANOBRER 35 RE 5535 B AML IR+
40 11, $2 75 HIF-1o A 71 7T G 22 V3 97 TPS3 %48 AML
[R1HT 7715 . Welsh 72 70 R B, 45 F BLEA B 5 &
(1) Jieb 96 200 JH HLIF- 10400 11 551 PX-478 7] {2 2% $ #il] HIF-1a
EHEME, IE VEGF fE H K1k . PX-478 £ /)N i JH8
TR PDX i 8 15 284 2 ) 35) 52 B (R L () e e 8 28K
Yeo ZEPIAE /N B B N B A A R B ) 0 B T R R B,
HIF- 1o 5 5 PR 75 YC-1 % HFE B 0 L 2 40
o PR b R R A 2 R R B AT B R ) B R v 1
YC-1 AN ZE R B 5 A2 A RE, 1 3001 Jie g /=3 356 1
B R SR Y G . b, 22 R HIF-16a 30081 75 20
Oltipraz A\ Hu 8 25 Pt i 1 I RS8P B, T 2%
BH W7 HIF-10/VEGF 18 % >k 16 J7 ALL; 690 & 5 75 fif
e« O B0 A5 SRR i B B 0 AR M 2 AR T AE I
TR B VR AT Ry st — 2B B AR
3 Reg

B BE OB 2 b0 i 4L T AL R R 2 R
Gt AT M ) Tl e AR S BB B S B T Re AR A if
FBSIFE S A kA Ao kA s, B 5N
SR I 40 BRAR OIS ML) BRI, FEZ T
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HE P R 2 RS T . SR I 9 R
MU R PRI 97 O IS S m v 3k e, (5 b T B Bl R
S8 VA 4 32 10 40 FR R 1 O T 4 B LA o B 2%,
1 5 I A R P03k S AN BT AR Ak (i 2 3 i - 40
PEYERE, 51 % (B8 52k A 25475 9 B A0 I R 3 DA o
R (50 0] RS, 1 8 5 %o T R T R 4 R LA R
PRI . H AT A 0 ORI R s =, B 2
TR % Bl AN [F) SRl . QO $01 L0 A7 375 P 75 QB3
5, LG 20 AL A P Bl FAK SR B H0 ) B 3R B3 Bl
# a4.CXCR4/CXCLI12 15 5 18 % . NADPH 4 1t 1% 4
(NOX4) — A E A Kl 3 (NOS3) 15 5 i . i 25 JIR
U R 455 () SR FH B 58 7 1 BTG e B e 82 K, LA e
CD47 HLAR e 3 5 K G 92 77 Wi 2552, 41 1) DNA & 51§
PARP1 2 3 1% 14 NKG2D 52 44 35 12 #9E NK 21 g A
T, CAR-T J7 VL& HU PD1 Hi 4438k 4 T 40 i 1)
REFE S, 23k I8 5 BV R IE 5 AL 4R RF T 40 M Th e 45
(3 K FH 4 B I 5 B2 AR 0 SEBIF 9 1 ML i B A B
REAE, 375 W7 BH A I 9 1 L9 R 0 Tl R 5 ) O Bt 1) 48
28 EAEH KAGS 245 . K, 76 A s a7 ol f2
HH TR [ R 4 A B, DGR RO S L LR B
ST 0 A I T GERE R R R 25, TRNAIE 5
ORI r b8 40 P 5 L At 4 i 2 TR ) SRR T A5 R 08
B, A R T N B9 27 5 A S T 24

1B TTEK: AR 0 DT SCRE M S S A J=y SO R S
PG i R SCRE G 0 T RURI B Bt B 671 52 SCRRAG: 2R 1 S0 3
R 2571 157 SRS A SCREAE o AR B0 FIER DR 67 52 3C
BER S B A Ry SCEARE A S R

FIZE S Pra1E# M 2t i
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