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The role of pyroptosis in the macrovascular complications of diabetes
MA Yan-jie, XU Ming’

(School of Basic Medicine and Clinical Pharmacy, China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: Pyroptosis is a form of inflammatory programmed cell death pathway. In vitro and in vivo studies
have shown that pyroptosis contributes to the development of macrovascular complications of diabetes, mainly
through activating inflammasomes and caspase-1/4/5/11, cleaving gasdermin D (GSDMD), releasing interleukin-18
(IL-18), IL-1$ and other inflammatory cytokines. In recent years, the effect of systemic chronic inflammation
caused by pyroptosis through inflammatory cascade reaction on macrovascular complications of diabetes has
received long-term attention. This article reviews studies of pyroptosis in macrovascular complications of diabetes
and the related drugs to provide promising thought for treating macrovascular complications of diabetes in clinical.
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T, IR AR 7 -1 (caspase-1) # i
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speck-like protein containing CARD, ASC) #ll pro-caspase-1

= AR AR, e ASC AN AL E /N 1 1) o B 2
1%, PRROE LML B fE (5 =, B0 2 40 74

EHE U IR TR (free fatty acids, FFAs) ROS . =&
IR £F (adenosine triphosphate, ATP). XX % DNA . S i€ ¥}
FEE A (B-amyloid, AB) &5, 1 41 52 2 A A #9145 5 )
B, B ASC & A F 9 5E 1 caspase-1 BT AA (TG i% T4 1) &
[/ J5) il it CARD-CARD #: 7 R B L EAHE
EH . Caspase-1 B4& LA ER RSB GV i A4
2 2R PAREIREE VIR A p33 M plo B AW, 1%
SEWmIT E 2@ 4 p20 B A plo F B, EAMW
p20/p10 VY ZRAKR B A HEAIE 1, B ATEE, i H
By Je im0, BOE 1) caspase-1 (p20) A AT LUK R
i gasdermin % il 71 D (gasdermin D, GSDMD) #E gzt
& (1 V1% 9 GSDMD-N Fil GSDMD-C, i& ] 4% {4 4 2
A% (interleukin, IL)-18 R4 (pro-IL-18) 1 pro-IL-18
D10 R 24 1 48 1% 40 B IRl ¥~ IL-18 (4.5 nm) 1 1L-18
(5 nm). #% V)% K GSDMD-N £ 3if P, o] 4 5P 540
Mo 2 &, HAE A M 4Tt 10~14 nm [ /N LA
TN FT R U R IR 138 0 B R, 5 S04 B AR B,
2 M ik K B 2, OB JRCRT I I A BV T, 51 K A i £
T (B ).
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5 55 41 il 7 ) NOD (nucleotide binding oligomerization
domain) Ff 52 /& 5 % 3 (NOD-like receptor protein 3,
NLRP3), E?ﬁ%i%@i%ﬂ 5o, MR E S

ABEGEAS 5™, B35 5 & 8 I 5 5% KT 1 Toll
A4 B IL-1 xﬁi S 1% FF-xB (nuclear factor-xB,
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SRk FERE AL 2 RS, B FL K B, NLRP3 Al AIM2
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18 1 28 R S AR I 1) R s L, B0 o LB 9500 3
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1.2 FZHEPMEETIRR LM AET %
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E’J 1 A caspase-4.5 /)N il caspase-11 /i~ 5 1 41 g 5
. LPS A] EH45 & /) B 40 it caspase-11 A1 A 4 il
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Figure 1

Inflammatory response

The pyroptosis activated pathway. LPS: Lipopolysaccharide; TLR: Toll-like receptor; ATP: Adenosine triphosphate; AIM2:

Absent in melanoma 2; NLRP3: Nucleotide binding oligomerization domain (NOD)-like receptor protein 3; HG: High glucose; ROS: Reactive
oxygen species; FFAs: Free fatty acids; dsSDNA: Double-stranded DNA; GSDMD: Gasdermin D; ASC: Apoptosis-associated speck-like

protein containing CARD; IL-14: Interleukin-1£; IL-18: Interleukin-18
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FE W0 B N C 22 4 ) 0TS A0 A a2k i B B B AL 2%
F2¥) (advanced glycation end products, AGEs) ff 7= 2E
X5 PR T R O ML A 41 T Y, X B R S B KR R
4K 5% 11 1 A g W — RS TR =
B B TR A 22 2R, 3 B S SR 2 BRI,
ILAE PR A 98 0 P DX, I R s P PRI R T 7 I
RAE ) Gy A IG N o SRR Dy Heh — B FE S R A O
I3 TR AT E0E NLRP3 2 M /M, il 5 0% PR 98 JiE Al
AR TR FEAR AN FT R, e b I8 O /) BRI
P Bz 48 Al H ROS/NLRP3 i 15 B Jif = 1L 7% kB A
B1, TR A B 8] % B2 1) S8 #E A, 3 B E N R T e B
TGP, FEAAR P, S I KT vl i A A S ER A
JoT I S SIS i B A M A T A 5 e, S B A B &
PP W — A DR S, T8 T R )
RE R AG 1) R, FHI 4 i A 145 546 5, TR ROEAR
AOWOE o A P9 e R R e i A0 L . R, X
¥ 5 BUZ AR BRLARE BT ROS 389, 32 17 07 NLRP3
P /N A ik 22 ML PR A PR ER TSR, TR SORE R .
(R, 40 A T2 2 50k A 1t & R i 2k 2, 511 1
RAE SN, N0 B R K ML ACRE Y R A (1 2) .
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Figure 2 The relationship between pyroptosis and macrovascular
complications of diabetes. PKC: Protein kinase C; PI3K/Akt:
Phosphatidylinositol-3'-kinase/protein kinase B; AGEs: Advanced
glycation end products; GLUT-4: Glucose transporter type 4; eNOS:
Endothelial nitric oxide synthase; NO: Nitric oxide
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IR 9 R RN B FEHRPL I K e A OB E FHPY . K
B eIt 5 5 T U A B A RO, 1 K 4 A 7 4 e
M #T NLRP3 4 1 /N ) caspase-1 335 175 5 I i 41
MR T, Bl E WA R R BRI A . Bk,
LPS T 30 g 15 2 ff b caspase-4/5/11, 5 S H A 12 3F
Z 5 BG40 M2 R T 17 M1 3R B 3L 800 G0 v
P AR 5 R Caspase-1 7E i iy 241 i 431k 3 &
B, 51506 D7 2 PR e i B 2R KPR R S R
eql, NARNEEBIE T 4H 2R caspase-1 30 BA i & T K
SR, BN NG 7 2H 25 A R B A LR AE MR T
Wi B B =S T4 TP, NLRP3 2 M /M IS
ST B AR, AR D AUESE T
NLRP3 4 P /M LE [ 8 22 HE BT K0 WL ) o 1 98 76 4
FABY i I 28 T A 2k A ol g 15 26 23 93 A 0 I 1 240 P e
B FFAs. fE 5 & 2 RHTAMA rb, Jig i 2 30 s e Fn e
IR I 9% FFAs ¥ 5 B 6 1 W32 32 451, FFAs w] LU i 38
i W 2 B 0 I 17 40 B NLRP3 480 44 5 5 IL-18 A1
IL-18 [ 7= AR BRI B i £ . (R Utk 76 BB JBE ) T2DM
B, MR EE A M 2ORE T R A R AR T E R
FE91E S, ME KL R

3 MRRETERKRFANEH LZERRTRER
30 HERFBIRENBKER  ARIIKEE (coronary
artery disease, CAD) A Jii I 72 —Fp B A 2 0E 1 (1) 3 Jik
SRR AR AL 1RO ML 0 FERE JRIRES R, CAD 1)
RIRZFNFET: A 25, % AR T 501 50%,
£ T2DM 3 1, CAD B4 AT g2 —Ff LLIRE 51k
% S 0 A8 N REAE IR 2 2 0 03, I PR B A I A
A, I JVERE AR, SR RmETS S
5T CAD f AR AL o I IfLAE 38 1 NADPH 44k
g A4 3 4 34 42 5 3 ROS T 51 0T caspase-1 /3 A
JZ M (endothelial cells, EC) A2 T-M i M iz 4l it 32 42
BNk A R ol AR A SRR IR RN R
s ik A 1 & 745 WL4H B (vascular smooth muscle cells,
VSMC) £E T, 3 i 5 ot =5 %8 F0 4 fi &1 525 5 1 4 ™,
T W -1 BOE A IR R R A
(oxidized low density lipoprotein, ox-LDL) i 5 i) B I
YR EE T, RTRETE Bl bk oH A BE B Bl vk A LA
[5 itk EC. VSMC A B Wi 24 Jfa 19 £ 12 3 B0 & T e %2
11, Z 5 BRI R AR R . v IR 98 T 4T e
PR 7 S A 45 0 0 I 2 1) B BR 9 A 58 B0F NLRP3/
caspase-1 175 5 K B0 UL 4 B 42 T2, Ml NLRP3 0] i,
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R R 9w KRR O WL R Y 2 i £ T A A5 T
IL-18 .\ IL-1 %5 & E K] 1~ /e A 3k, i 34 IL-18 WK JE 1) 3
N5 CAD R S FNFE T2 3G G kW Rk, O%iE
2 i £ T 3 BN IS Tl RE R A AN % 48 RE X CAD 1Y
WA, 9 T2DM 4 JF CAD &3 (1R 7 $R LT T fig .

32 PERRMRMMERR T2DM & E KM s
S5 110 SRS 38 1, /B i 25 R R AN E Y, 2
P 7 IR AR R 995 5 S5l 1L B0 I e 2 A S B 2 ) T
JEAH IS AR AR T R VR E A &R D e Tl
A A B N ] A e 1 RN B e AN A e R TE
P A TR g FE A, NLRP3 % 1 /MR BOE 75 S T
A BB A2 R I 19 2 P 2 AR T A U e — B T
FAE TS S - 1o @ 1 #E NLRP3 RIEEAE G2 5
P SN, T 0 R PR AR S A AR TR
A rp /N BRI S A K i R R AR AR B S 4 /), HL
{1 AIM2/caspase-1 0 75 5 (1 41 g £ T2 0T B2 3 2L
Fii 25 v PR RE It A 22 TE AR T, AIM2 R /N BRI
(/AR R/ = INE l B s  N R B E RN  4
5§57, T2DM £8 35 26 i JR AR EE R A8 1 XU 23 ) 2 I
PR 9T HE 3 B 1.5 5 A0 1.5~2.0 5™, 1 JL AR 70 3R
PR RIE R HIARAE 5 5 PR AR TA 0%, IR AT AR T AR OR ER
A 70 250 o ATMI2 J8RE A 1R 00 76 18 418 i 1K
JF A0 B B AR B b R S AR A . AR XU
0 B ik 42 (bilateral common carotid artery stenosis,
BCAS) /I B L A7 14 i SR AR 2 o oK i B2 J2 g By o
AIM2 B 25 B0, 1wt B AIM2 %5 R 7] k2 BCAS 5 5
FR) 28 AR ST AR 2 400 B IR 7 A= AR A R o 4
T R 28 0 20 i A T2, B A8/ BRI N Th RE A5 31
o AT 24 i 0 ) P R I~ A B £ ) BV i
JEE W T B O A 75 5 11 caspase-11/GSDMD 4k i 14
FETE Tl B IR AN 2 OE, /D BRI AR AT AT 45
BIERY . DR, AR AR T R SR 9 A I AR R
5 B LR, $00iH) 40 M B TR % AR B PR 9 i I A 5
IiE A 2T B

3.3 BERRFRINEGNBKERERR A0 B ko I 2 1
AN JEBK, J6F R T BBk BT 30 K o A A A B B
S5 Ik 1) 2 7 A A5 M BH 2, kR R A JE Bk R e 1Y) e
W5 D] 25 6, 45 R B PR S IE PR v of s v T[] I A
2R — S G S (R U i AR A, R
PRIP A2 A0 20 Jik e s B € fa B R 3200, 5 CAD B
Jii 26 HR AR BG, B DR BE KRR BE 38N T AR R AN B
ik 355 P AR BT, LA JE Bl ik 92 s D PR B R R g
) 7 B A T B, AR I 40 K RS N 1%,
A JE 31 Ik 5 9 1) AR 38 0 26%5Y . £ TR FTUE B,
T2DM #1617 7E 2 Fi QS 57 7, B.45 AGEs. %k

LI JIE Ox-LDL 20 ik 38 B A4 1A% T BRI /MR
TS, AN E Bl K R R O R, &
SR TR AT A A T 5 A R Bh kg 2 18] 9% A& 1K B
B AR, (F4H M A 1 5455 K A0 B 3 ko e 1 e [ TR 3
Z B AEAE BBk &R, IX1E T2DM & 7 40 & 50 ks
H RIHLERR 78 A 22 A T 9

4 AT HXNKNERERFTALEHLXENAY
4.1 NLRP3#HDHIF] NLRP3 % 1 /M 2 4 B = T (1)
S U IE B, NLRP3 #1751 38 i 98 4% 45 74 NLRP3
UK S PRSI 967 SR AEE 7R 77k (R P CY-09 10
G W) B 5 NLRP3 4 &, #1141 2% Fgos , 182 B
I 7 10 T R % 1 BT A6 R /0N R, U I B KT 0 /N BRI
& HF RN I 0 2H 25 b NLRP3 4 b TL-18 (1 7= 4
R TR By R MU, Y T T2DM /N R A AR
Z AL OLT1177 15 44 Z1RF S P4 41 s 8 28 7 | e 7Y
NLRP3 4 E 4 (1) 5% 6 AL A0S, /2R I T LPS
PS4 5 KOES, MCC950 i i # i) NLRP3 #4015
A AW 9 5E 7 TL-18 FIL-18 FIRE I, AN AT ek 2>
O U 28 RE 2 M 0 98 10 AT UL 2T 44k B B, 2 3% 0 UL
IR, S8 Y 8 I0E PR % K B A S IR AE S R
N KN Th AN 48 M5 EE A, B AT R R IZ B A 2
(sodium-glucose cotransporter 2, SGLT2) il 51 51 — ik
FE K B -4 (dipeptidyl peptidase-4, DPP-4) 1 #1| 5 ] T
1§ PR Y6 97 T2DM, ik 4% F1)3§ (—Ff SGLT2 #1 fill 551 e it
I NLRP3/ASC #1458, W2 O JIE JO0E, TR0 D R,
T VD ¥ BT (— Fl DPP-4 310181 7510) 7T 4 25 3 a0 AL
PUE SRR A, ZE S RE PRI O R R . 25 L, #i
NLRP3 S E /M B0, A8 4 5 98 0 AR B R 4K
P, v T2DM KL H R R AV TR IR )T F B

4.2 Caspase-13#H|5 Caspase-1 J& £ # (1) 41 fifg £
TR EZEN T, 25160 2 P50 20 K
J& . Caspase-14F 5 14 #l1 il 71 VX-765 98 /> T ox-LDL
510 VSMCs T2, R T ApoE B /I B30 ik
RERE AL 38 1 B0 PISK/AKE I 428 f 47 2 1tk e if 7
T B A B0 JUE T R, YRk D O LR B R A 104
Boc-D-CMK #lI i caspase-1 7 14, 8 2 28 % 44 Th g Fi
T3, $Hf1 R U2 2% 4 B ERL T 1 7R AR T D i S A T
RAECT, VX-765.Ac-Y VAD-CMK 5 ] 111 1] 5k 1fm. 75 VB
IR A A B2 T, 4R/ FEAR AR, ol A
5. Ac-YVAD-CMK 045 5 T~ i 2 4% 2 05 , 3 o ok
/2 B A5 TSR AIM2-caspase-1 BHPE M Z 40 B I BUE A
YT A 0 RS PESSSS, R B, 30 caspase-1 I,
U A 8 ST R T R 5% JORE TR T O RE T, X
T2DM &35 L& TR .

43 GSDMD HP&IF  GSDMD 1 Jy 4 f £ T AT
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Table 1

The mechanism and effect of pyroptosis associated protein inhibitors. VSMC: Vascular smooth muscle cells; hsCRP: Hypersensitive

C reactive protein; IL-18BP: IL-18 binding protein; p30-GSDMD: GSDMD N-terminal

Classification Agent Mechanism Effect Reference
NLRP3 CY-09 Inhibits NLRP3 ATPase activity | Food intake, weight, blood glucose, IL-14; [59]
inhibitors 1 insulin sensitivity

OLT1177 Inhibits NLRP3 ATPase activity | IL-1p, systemic-inflammation [60]
MCC950 Inhibits ASC oligomerization | TIL-1p, IL-18, myocardial fibrosis; [60-62]
1 cardiac function, cognitive function, vascular integrity
Dapagliflozin/ Inhibits NLRP3/ASC pathway | Cardiac inflammation, pyroptosis, and fibrosis; [63]
saxagliptin 1 cardiac function
Caspase-1 VX765 Reversible covalent modification of the | IL-18, depression, atherosclerosis, infarct volume, [64-66]
inhibitors catalytic cysteine VSMC pyroptosis; T cardiac function
Boc-D-CMK Inhibits caspase-1 cleavage and activity | TL-1p, IL-18, mitochondrial dysfunction, [67]
neuroinflammatory; T cognitive function
Ac-YVAD-CMK Inhibits caspase-1 activity | IL-18, IL-18, neuronal pyroptosis, neuroinflammation; [66,68]
1 long-term cognitive
GSDMD  Necrosulfonamide Inhibits p30-GSDMD oligomerization | Pyroptosis, inflammatory cytokine [69]
inhibitors  (NSA)
Bay11-7082 Leads to a covalent modification of the | Specks formation, inflammasomes priming, [66,70]
cysteine 191/192 residue of GSDMD neuroinflammation; T antioxidant defence
LDC7559 Binds to GSDMD and blocks the activity | Nuclear expansion, cellular lysis [71]
of the GSDMD-N domain
IL-1 Canakinumab IL-1/ antagonist | IL-6, hsCRP [72]
inhibitors
Anakinra Blocks the activity of both IL-1a and IL-18 | Vascular aging, infarct size, proinsulin/insulin ratio; [73]
1 p-cell function, endothelial function
Gevokizumab IL-1/ antagonist | Infarct size; 1 coronary function [74]
IL-18BP Binds to IL-18 and inhibits IL-18 signaling | Inflammatory cytokine [75]

B APV IR AR R E S5 s . AB
34 0K R R 4 0 40 i GSDMID-N ) % U
PRGN 5 A 8 TR 3005 /s B BB 41 i i) GSDMD!7,
B V1% ) GSDMD-N 5 40 i i 46 &, T 2= B, 75 540
Jfi 2 7= . Necrosulfonamide (NSA) H. 4% 45 & GSDMD
I GSDMD-N 5 J Ak, B A% 40 o A 7L 1) IF JsORE P
AT i 980 PR FRRE T, AR S 52 3 NLRP3 Al
caspase-1 [f) 1k L K GSDMD & H Y #] . Bayl1-7082
Z R IN E AL il NF-«B 0 ) 70, AT B4 S 3
GSDMD )2 it & R 191/192 5% 3¢ (1 I 5 1, T4k
GSDMD L T fl Fl TL-1p8 1) 43 WA 1T A6 250400 il 40 i
T2 /b 4 22 JE RN AR AL LI, SO R R K R &
DIREREEAST . LDC7559 42 MR A 11 RL4H B 5 3k SE
T TR A 1) 3] 7 328 H 1 — /N 3 A0 S 4, B B
GSDMD-N f 8 7Y, J 4% 98 9E [ B . K It, GSDMD
1) 700368 3 9 2 0 T P ik 2, SRR AT M T A, DD
Y AR T, ZEZE T2DM & JF R IMLE I RIERI R & . 3
GSDMD #1 ll 77 9 BF 72475 4 F- 2 46 B B, 259038 A\ e
PRASE F AT 5% — B 1]

4.4 TL-1HIHIF TL-1 G2 A4 BE 7, IL-18
FITL-18 /2 41 B AR T il 42 s FORE I 26 1 1R -1,
TIVEE N R Ty R R S A0 B fik 5 RE AR AL JE A, A T2DM A

FoO I R R ARG . 1L-18 45 177 canakinumab
167 T2DM & #5111 il R 56 B4 o, 48 & ROE
RS HIPEAS B Z 8 FR (IL-6 A1 C [ B & H) K7 257 &
R S 25 AR, T 46 A FH T 30 T s A 1 Ak VR 9T
A HEAT 25 4b . Anakinra W] BH K IL-1a F1IL-158 O35 £,
UG e P9 46 24 0T DA 43 A SR PR 15 5 1) P B ) R B
. LAk, XF T2DM & 7% 1§ A anakinra (1) Il PR i 46 45
TR, B T 3R/ B 3 LR A, pA T D) RE KR
S, 5 B O NUEFES K 1K 18 1k 0 7 52 58 1F B
FRI K AR L A v gevokizumab 15 170 IL-15 2 B0
KR o0 = B LA B 7 5 R AR B ik oy RETY . IL-18
AR AE A AT, 1L-18 45 & 2 1 (IL-18 binding protein,
IL-18BP) & IL-18 ] — & 55 F1 ) 52 44, B H IL-18BP
1697 7% 38 B (A 4 (nuclear effector protein 4, NLRC4)
AH 5% B W 48 PR AL 2R A A g NI R 3R
I, FHIIL-18 A1 IL-18 A B2 BN R IT 98 RE 14 5 95 1B
B
5 NG

T2DM g i 45 % e I AR 5 =Kt i = 4 o 1
AL 5 R MUE I RAE . RAEDNMEBOE T 340
Ji B TR I 4% RE 40 B IR T TL-18 A1 TIL-18 2 55 58 JR 9
KM AR R JEITFE o FHI) 2 14 /)N A B B 4 i
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TR AR O B K T, SO IR ThBE, T 2 AR B R
TR I ACRERIEBEE . H BT, 5 40 £ T A S8 A A
) 750 AN W7 4 5 B L AE BEAT I PR 1058, 24035 T2DM &
O A AN SR RE . AL, S AR AE T B K
JNIRTT T2DM 5 I K ML 9 A2 178 2 T BL

{EETTE: DHIE s TR ARG AR IR ER s .
MRS JrA 1 P A7 2 R
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