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Abstract: microRNA (miRNA) is a class of endogenous ~2 1nt non-coding single-strand small RNAs which play
important roles in plant growth and development, signal transduction, stress response, and secondary metabolism.
In recent years, a large number of miRNAs have been identified in various medicinal plants, and the regulatory
effects of these miRNAs have been preliminarily studied. In medicinal plants, most of the active components are
secondary metabolites, so it is of great significance to study the regulatory effects of miRNA on the formation of
secondary metabolites. In this paper, the general research methods of plant miRNA and the research progress of
medicinal plant miRNA and their regulatory effects on the formation of bioactive metabolites were reviewed, and
the future direction of medicinal plant miRNA was prospected, so as to provide reference for the future research of
medicinal plants.
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Figure 1 The biogenesis of miRNA in plants
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Figure 2 General methods for functional study of plant miRNAs
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SF AT 41 AN 1) miRNA, $25E B T 2 7R 1R £ miRNA
B ) 5 75 08 2 A O DG IR O B I8l DR RN A SR IR 1, R
J65E B PCR B0 IF 45 L 2 7R miR858 16 5 i £ K AN [F]
I AN 78 2 A A O B I 2 DR S A -4, 11- 05 & il
(amorpha-4,11-diene synthase, ADS) [ i & & & A9
SR MYBI #3215 KT AU R, 3 B 75 miR858 1]
REIE I ] ADSFI MYBI ) ZIE R F H R A&

KN WA Y, B REY -4, A
FH A i B v T Hao Sl I B 7 4 B A2
(Taxus mairei) W fR2H I P R0 2 S A e A WD 6 il i&
& o IR % B L DR — K2 0T 13- 2 25 AL 8 (taxane
130 -hydroxylase) Fl %5 2 — /i 2a.-0- 7K H it %% %% iy
(taxane 2a-O-benzoyltransferase) #& [F, 43 7l #% miR 164
A miR171 Y1 %], £ ¥ miR164 M miR171 A e S 5 1
KB EY A . Zhang S5 o vy 8 200 7 #6 7
miRNA XK 4k AR R 7R 4L S A2 (Taxus chinensis) 41
A 4] A A A AR P A R R T, 3 — P TR
PLAE LT 52 40 i 7 3 208 miR8 154 Al miR5298 7T LA I
i 9 i 58 K2 I 248 TR o AR R S A 6 A 114) O Bk il R
(¥ 1% K1, % W] miR8154 1 miR5298 ] f Fl 48 A2
A AR .

PSRN R EY), P2 (Salvia miltiorrhiza)
() EVEER 2 —, W PR b 32 T i I 5 T
MIEIT e Xu S POE m il = 7 3R15 I 1T 2 452 AR
SF 140 AN 1) miRNA St b, i i B i 410 7 % e
T 25 miRNA (1) 69 MEEEEER . Hi, 254 %
B A= 9 5 R T R I A T 2 4% B2 I (acetyl-CoA C-
acetyltransferase, AACT) # miR5072 59 ), F} 2 i
FEE R (MVA) 158 F 04 B 58/ 5 H I
(DXP) @12 A K, LME5EG A I 4% # i £ MVA i& 12
G UG B B H AR UL B A I miR5072 W R 2
S5MSMEAEYE . Zhang"" R T 75 F+5 H miRNA
5EAR G &2 AR P2 A B R &R, 1l I S
EEW TR T P IEEMIEIESE 2 4> miRNA B, i
i H 7 7 Rk miRNA 3L 41/, BB X200 A1 P By
1% O B AT 7RI, HEW miR 164a Al miR160a 7] A 5
FHZEAR ARG KT 2 A AR P2 W0 A 0 & A 9% .
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Table 1 miRNA regulates the synthesis of bioactive compounds in medicinal plants
Species miRNA Target gene Bioactive compound Reference
Artemisia annua miR858 Amorpha-4,11-diene synthase, MYB1 Artemisinin [70]
Taxus mairei miR164 Taxane 13a-hydroxylase Paclitaxel [73]
miR171 Taxane 2a-O-benzoyltransferases Paclitaxel
Taxus chinensis miR8154 - Paclitaxel [74]
miR5298 - Paclitaxel
Salvia miltiorrhiza miR5072 Acetyl-CoA C-acetyltransferase (44CT) Tanshinones [56]
miR164a NAC2, NAC3 Tanshinones,
salvianolic acids (77
miR160a ARF10,ARF16,ARF17 Tanshinones [78]
miR396b SmGRFs, SmHDTI, SmMYB37/4 Tanshinones, [79]
salvianolic acids
miR12112 SmPPOs Salvianolic acid B [92]
miR858 PAPI Salvianolic acid B [93, 94]
miR408 SmLAC3 Salvianolic acid B [95]
Picrorhiza kurroa miR-4995 3-Deoxy-7-phosphoheptulonate synthase Picroside-I [28]
Ginkgo biloba known-miR167 AACT Terpene trilactones [80]
novel-miR2924 3-Hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-CoA synthase Terpene trilactones
(HMGS)
novel-miR457 3-Hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-CoA reductase Terpene trilactones
(HMGR)
novel-miR218 Mevalonate kinase (MK) Terpene trilactones
novel-miR2642 Diphosphate-M VA decarboxylase (MPDC) Terpene trilactones
known-miR163c¢ Geranylgeranyl diphosphate synthase (GGPPS) Terpene trilactones
novel-miR2432 Levopimaradiene synthase (LPS) Terpene trilactones
known-miR15%a/b LPS Terpene trilactones
Panax ginseng C. A. Meyer pgi-MIR6135h-p3_1ss22TC ~ DNA-3-methyladenine glycosylase Ginsenoside [81]
pgi-MIR6135d-p3_1ss23CT  DNA-3-methyladenine glycosylase Ginsenoside
Panax notoginseng 149562107 Hydroxymethylglutaryl-CoA synthase (HMGCS)  Saponins [83]
Pogostemon cablin miR156 SPLs Patchouli oil [87]
Lycium barbarum miR156 1-Deoxy-D-xylulose-5-phosphate synthase (DXS)  Carotenoid [89]
Catharanthus roseus miR160 CrARF16 Terpenoid indole [96]
alkaloid
Papaver somniferum pso-miR13 7-O-Methyltransferase (7-OMT) Benzyliso-quinoline [97]
alkaloids
pso-miR2161 4'-O-Methyltransferase (4-OMT) Benzyliso-quinoline
alkaloids
pso-miR408 A gene encoding FAD-binding and BBE domain-  Benzyliso-quinoline
containing protein alkaloids
Lonicera japonica U436803 Long-chain acyl-CoA synthetase (LACS) Fatty acid [59]
U977315 Acyl carrier protein (4CP) Fatty acid
U805963 Fatty acid hydroxylase (FAH) Fatty acid
U3938865 MYB34 Fatty acid
U4351355 MYB34 Fatty acid
Podophyllum hexandrum miR396b UDP glycosyltransferase Podophyllotoxin [98]
miR2673a WRKY37, MYB F1 Podophyllotoxin
miR828b Phosphoenolpyruvate carboxylase Podophyllotoxin
miR2910 Malate dehydrogenase Podophyllotoxin

HE— B 78 & B, miR164a it 2 1A BARAR oF HF S0 TA
&It E, W R miR164a 7]
AE 38 1 X S 3L A NAC2 FINAC3 1% 2 5 F1 2 i f
2 1 R R, o NAC3 TT e R I T R BAE
T % B S+ 2 MIR160a 3 A 7 5115 ., Zhang
SEUSE T 2k i E T B A (R PR 4R T pre-MIR160b
, Ik A e SR 4HL RN B At 4 B
miR160a [ = A~ 8 3 [K| SmARF10. SmARF16 Fl
it ik miR160a P+ 2 BRI A FH200 & &=

R, FHBR B K

7 oy B2
U,

HF 5t 3 Ty fig

SmARF17

sE T

(A B A R

A%, 26 7E B PCR 45 R Y 78 SmARF10.SmARF 16 Hl
SmARF17 W ZRIE KV 2 25 FRAK, IF H A2 M0 & gk
A v — e B i L K 1 AAC T DXS3 Je KSL2 %%
(R 22 1K 7K1 IR 2 [ AIC, R W2 miR160a #17} 2 i
A% R R 2 5 3k /) RNA 13 38
J % 5E T FHSH 152 /MR 5T 1) miRNA, K [ g 2500
FF Fl SRLM-RACE % 3l miR396b #E ] SmGRFI-7.
SmHDTI Fl SmMYB37/4 % 13 AN HEFE [N, % L 41300 5
/INRNA JU P J2 %6 6 5 B PCR 45 BAIF 52 miR396b #E [

HEA
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SmGRFsSmHDTI | SmMYB37/4 /- S 15 518
P, FERI R B A5 Tl B, 1 miR396b i KA BIRR
RS & BT, PR R S & T, £ miR396b 1] HE
B MERE SEES 5SS AFHRER EYE R

AT IET -1/ A% (Picrorhiza kurroa) IR I ik
i EF 2 1 B GG PR 4y, AT B 2 AN e 8 1 o
Vashisht ZP7F 1 55 7% o FU0 21 18 AR SF ) miRNA
H 30 MHEFER], S'RLM-RACE fil%¢ )¢ 2 B PCR 45 3 i
7 miR-4995 FIU i) 2 A e AR 151 34 458 Hp 1) — A O B il
3-Jit 55~ 7-18% PR & I (3-deoxy-7-phosphoheptulonate
synthase), B2 2K 4 e AR TS A2 oo ARG & =
AN KBy, nT LLUR S S ROE T -TAE S R, IR
B miR-4995 #& HH #E -1 A= A ) B B I R 7.

i P T AR A 1 (Ginkgo biloba) HEEUII 32 ZE
TP A, o o I I 9 0 R A AR A R T A AR
i 28 A IR AE AR A i b B ARG, HME LA R T R K, IF
HeEemtb# a2, MR ERm e M. Ye
G mE E I T ER S TREF 1 197 MRS
) miRNA 12 117 4~ 37 i miRNA, 45 4 5S'RLM-RACE
5% 52 B PCR, IEH 9 4> miRNA ¥ ] 5 25 4 Jig A= 49
SR 2 A G B R (AACT HMGS HMGR Fil
MK %§), Tl G 2 5 A R i 28 9 g 06 R e ok, i
A 25 miRNA HE 7] il 28 4 g A2 40 1 ) g e 1 428
(bHLH WRKY 1 AP2), 7] e 15 il 25 9 5 2E 4 & Ak
R A BB E A

ANZBHET =K, & N2 (Panax ginseng
C. A. Meyer) H F ZiFM R, 2WEINASAM R &
M EZE A, B PUEAL PR PR T (%
BT, ASBHSEHM. MREMERTHAS
miRNA BT 7, $L %5 5 45 3] 482 4~ () miRNA Fl
265 MR SF [ miRNA, b4k, %52 2 57 32 78 miRNA
3L 16 />, %Ot € & PCR 45 A 12 7R pgi-MIR6135h-p3_
1ss22TC H1 pgi-MIR6135d-p3 1ss23CT 5 il il (1) 48
FE X DNA-3- i J i i3 v 4% JE 0 i (DNA-3-methylade-
nine glycosylase) {1515 & 2 A K, RIMLE XM T
pgi-MIR6135h-p3_1ss22TC Hlpgi-MIR6135d-p3_1ss23CT
A B8 L A i DNA-3- HH 5 iR e 04 B B A0 Bl 1 4% N\ 2
A AR,

=R R AR A Y, 2 = (Panax
notoginseng) W) £ g PE RS, XTI R 48 O L R
Gt e Ph 4 R G 0 R H AT B T R WA R I,
TR fg = AR s B R, X
EHE S BB 4L miRNA £k 47 04, R I 4 %
Rk &2 B E GO H 56536 B S miRNA-E
H K % (MIR156aaai-GGPS MIR482g-ispF t15589037-

ispH F1 149562107-HMGCS), # % 5'/RLM-RACE iif B
49562107 B V) ik 25 & 28 & Bk N HMGCS 2 5 =+
AT A R

I RER MR B (Pogostemon cablin) 1) £ E 2
FA Ry, 3 B HE B A% 2 /N o T R S A AR
P, B R R PR PR T . miR156
S ML T i B A SF (1) miRNA, 7] LLEE ) SPL % 5 X -1
SR ) E TR B i AR A AR, Yu SEE R
B 8 75 P miR 156 1 [7] SPL % 53 IR 1~ 8] #2845 £ 5%
TR A A A R AR A Y A RO L ] PatPTS
[ERIK, B LRSI R A I I AR A B

K MR ERMIE (Lycium barbarum) H 1 &
BBy 2 —, B VWS 2K, BoA A AR R R
M) 3™, Zeng S5V iE o id = P4 B T MUAD R
50 37 () miRNA F1 38 M/ 57 ) miRNA, 454 % fig 41
WP 5 98t % & PCR, K I miR156 L [A] 1-JB % -D- K
Wi -5- 1 TR Ik & R (1-deoxy-D-xylulose-5-phosphate
synthase, DXS) Z 5 Mfc F1 2K HE MR G

Bi 7 25 Ak, miRNA 1 ] 1 4% 2 Wy 2% L 2 4 Bl Al
ANE 2 SR R A AU =) 16 B

PR B /& PS5 h G sy 2 —, A PUE s
MALFEFB T2 5 T . R, FI 3 Z2mEA
{hEEFE R (SmPPOs) AT LLIE [\ i 42 7F 9 R B I 2EY &
RPN Li SR Bk B e 200 R B smi-miR12112 Af
PABI I FF 2 154 SmPPOs £ [H, & B miR12112 7] fig
AP R B (14 A 56 o #F 5038 B Sm-miR858 i %
ISAE PR H Sm-miR858 i i 471 i ¥ ¥ K] PAPT 3R,
b1 P 9 R B RN A 3% 75 R 1R A, % B Sm-miR858 X}
FH S 82 5o & R A B BRI E Y. Zou
2@ i S'RLM-RACE #1%¢ )6 52 & PCR ik B F+ &
miR408 ¥ [7] SmLAC3, i KK SmLAC3 A1 miR408
J& PSR R P R B AL B R S R B,
2% 1] miR408 ¥ 5] SmLAC3 VR Wy B2 K 1 AE V) & i

iti 2 15| W AR WD ot K AL (Catharanthus roseus)
() R Ry, WA K0, R 1R A i
JAEFAY, ShenZ5ENa /N RNA M FHA L & T KK
e 181 AMERSF IR 173 4SBT 1 miRNA, #H25E PR] T 45
B RIX S miRNA 45 519 MBI ERE K . PPM-
RACE 5256 2 B miR 160 A] L BY V) §EFL K] CrARF 16, T
CrARF16 v] DA45 6 31 i S 05| W A= W B 6 Fl s 15 0% S il
SR (TDC.G10H A1 STR) W) 3+ L #ii) H 3Rk, R
miR160 A §ES5 T KA1 Ak 05 W A V0w ) 5 i

ik S W K A ) R 2 FH R W) B SR (Papaver
somniferum) ) EEZIEVE )2 —P7, Boke FH TR
HH 22 3E +H pso-miR 13 pso-miR2161 F pso-miR408 4)- 5]
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B 1) 9 Y 7-O- FF L % 72§ (7-O-methyltransferase, 7-
OMT)-4'-O-H B F4 1 (4'-O-methyltransferase, 4-OMT)
F15 FAD 45 & H & BBE &5 i 3 & (1  ZE [ (a gene
encoding FAD-binding and BBE domain-containing
protein), 7] &2 5 BIAs [ & o

Mg 5 1R 72 4 #R A% (Lonicera japonica) V) & B2k P
| P N NI Wi | el |21 B S @5 s el = =T (I
SHTITRNER . £ T miRNA 75X A b &%
(1) 2, Liu 257 F) H /N RNA =y &2 000 7 A H 3
T AR 5 58 PR A 7 SRR 1) 3 AN S ARTERE W = =
#F 1A miRNA. SR ER, 3 MFEEAF, LHIT7TA
miRNA 7E P A~ b 515808 2 5% . S'RLM-RACE 7% )
5E 2 PCR 45 | 3 78 U436803. U977315. U805963
U3938865 Al U4351355 43 il 4 [n] LACS. ACP. FAH.
MYB34F1 MYB34, A 582 5 la Wi B 4= 1.«

RAFEEWILL (Podophyllum hexandrum) H13E
BEEYERCY, BT ARME R, v FHl &b 24y, 75
SR AR A 5 0.3% 24P, Kumar 638k )L
B 3 40 $ 4 AN RS 9 microRNA 4% & PMRD (Plant
microRNA database) 17 Blast b Xf, B k35 #k )L
T 7E miRNA 3£ 279 A Ik HUH H 6 /> miRNA i —2F
HEAT B0 R TR0 K Dy 8 4 A, 2% % B PCR BIE 2R
miR396b.miR2673a.miR828b Al miR2910 & i /K *F- I
EATHIFEEE K (UDP W EL % 7 s . WRK Y37 FI MYB F1
8 T2 7 T2 T T PR PR L TG S SR IR B ) 2 B A 9%, 1K
S T TR ) = SRR IE I B R AR R IR R AR A
g A FBEERS S T RARRIER, RHX4
A miRNA A[§6 2 5 RABZ R NAEYE K.
3 RE

WEZ DRI E, FA 88 %2 REYIR
A AR =W, 25 IR AR SR gy i 2 A
VSR AL B BB —, (AR AR 24 FH A AR
FEAAIRK. H ATk 2 YA B85 R 7
KEZERES BIER LSRR R R 3k W7 |,
WEAG T — 58 AL DA 245 HI A Y miRNA B 72 25 3
KW, b5 IEEE KR E S 4L HES) S, miRNA &
AL DL JE I B i 4 A i DA U s IR R 4 A 4 1 P
R WS R AR P 0 & k5
R0 IR S miRNA B 205 5% 25 L R
a R TE R A R OCE BN E . 55—, A HIhEE
A 1) miRNA fE B A2 T 5, A CLl s B b ik &
YIEZE R T A A BT RS, 2 B ARk &
L HEY R =&, R4 HEY IR TRk K R
MEEIRR.

Liao 51U 4 1 4 Bk 24 M 5 24 Ik DR 26 A4l e

(Global Pharmacopoeia Genome Database), 1% % #if &
(http://www.gpgenome.com) F 4= ER £ b 55 24 3L [K] 2H %)
PR — B, JRAR LA 7] J2 T 1Y) B 24 i DR 40 2 A O 3
P J oA TR K 2R 24 AR ) miRINA (1) % AN 1) R A
FAR LIRS R Al . BhAh, Yo SRR R T 4 Y
miRNA % #% £ MepmiRDB (medicinal plant microRNA
database), f 7 1 29 ' Zj H #6 4) miRNA (http://mep-
mirdb.cn/mepmirdb/index.html), 7424 F A8 %) miRNA [
74 AR S D Re A EE AL B T AR AL 1 — e AR
HAT, BEAR AN — L824 Y miRNA SR R A
T W T, AERORER S 25 I Y) miRNA BB 7015
P 7E miRNA P 5 30 B JHC 8 56 DR 1 00 B B, % miRNA
A= 5 DY Re AT FUAR R B, IF H O A I ThReit 7t 2
£ IE miRNA 2 5 25 F A K K8 Fha 557
[, %T miRNA 2 5 24 B8 1) O A2 AR U 1R Bt 90 40 X ¢
Do teAR, S D e O HTH miRNA 7 25 - )R
BRI AEN A S5 R RENGEANTEH T R
KRFEGEBHAS AEME RS D TFEMFERER
FB, X 245 - AE Y miRNA & E R AN 58, A RefE
I B miRNA A=) % Dy Re JEnilt b, A58 5 sy i 4% 25 fE
PR AR PE W A ) A R TR AR 25 A B s
WRIE ST R A )55 miRNA 4% 25 FH 2 ok AEAR
R FC T LB LT AT © #1238 25 H
TP miRNA Je JLREFE R, 56 3 24 H A 9 miRNA H45
. @ JEit s B Af miRNA F LD, @ AT
REHIT 7 % 48 miRNA 2 5 2 B A ) POIR A0 A2 AR 1)
W HLEIFI IR N 4% . @) B S0 7 miRNA 1 2 A B
Tt PR N FH %) 28] ARG 0R 70 R TR 50 3R, 38 1A o
G R . @ 254 50 T 5@ BORF B, ik th A
AR MR IA I miRNA PR A2 - 7= b 5
LA A R S0 B A

YEB TUBK: A SCE AN F R TS, BREE 27
BB, WU 1 5T 18 SCHEAT B AR S RME

S FrA1EH AR TR 2R
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