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Recent advances in novel anticancer agents targeting g-catenin/
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Abstract: Wnt/f-catenin signaling pathway plays an important role in the proliferation, growth, invasion, and
metastasis of human cancers. Moreover, S-catenin/T-cell factor 4 (TCF4) interaction regulates the transcription of
the key oncogenes in Wnt/f-catenin signaling pathway. Therefore, f-catenin/TCF4 interaction would be a promising
therapeutic target for the development of highly selective anticancer agents. At present, most ongoing small-
molecule inhibitors targeting f-catenin/TCF4 interaction, including PKF222-815, iCRT3/5/14, LF3, and sanguinarine,
have been developed in preclinical studies for human cancer therapeutics. In this review, we summarized the
research advances of up-to date inhibitors targeting f-catenin/TCF4 interaction, including the molecular structure
and cellular functions of g-catenin in canonical Wnt signaling pathway. This review holds a hopeful avenue for the
development of novel and highly selective Wnt inhibitors targeting f-catenin/TCF4 interaction for future anticancer
strategy.
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catenin BE % @ i A% FLK EHE NG A%, 5 T 40 R
4 (T-cell factor 4, TCF4) Bl itk 4 H 14 55 K 1 1 (lym-
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AR, A Wnt 45 5 I8 K, )5 B0 S i R ) 5
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domain, NTD) %% 130 MR EE, A 275 (£2) AIRBEIR
A, REe 5 h & (A (axin) AR 9% B N 2 (1 (adeno-
matous polyposis coli, APC). #i J&5i & hli iy 34 5 34 (gly-
cogen synthase kinase 38, GSK3p) 1 & [ ¥ i la
(casein Kinase la, CKla) % 2H BB A 1 5 G4« B3R
P AR ) CK1a A GSK3 W] i 2 1k, 5-catenin (1) 22
RIRFREE, @ RAAE AR IR R PR, TR
FED e 5 5 008 B UTBUIRASE., R B 2 100 A2 2
PR, J2 H L (1) % S 005 45 K4 35 (carboxy-terminal trans-
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Figure 1  Overview of f -catenin and TCF4 structures. APC:
Adenomatous polyposis coli; HGF: Hepatocyte growth factor;
TCF4: T-cell factor 4; LEF1: Lymphoid enhancer factor 1; NTD:
N-terminal domain; Arm: Armadillo repeats; CTA: Carboxy-terminal
transactivation domain; pSBD: g -Catenin binding domain; CRD:
Context-dependent regulatory domain; HMG: High mobility group;

NLS: Nuclear localization sequence
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Figure 2 Overview of the canonical Wnt signaling pathway. Wnt Off-state: In the absence of Wnt signaling, a destruction complex consist-

ing of Axin, APC, and GSK3p phosphorylates f-catenin to facilitate its ubiquitylation (Ub) and proteasomal degradation. Wnt On-state: The

binding of Wnt ligand to FZD and LRP5/6 at the plasma membrane leads to the inhibition of the destruction complex, and stabilization of S-

catenin which accumulates and translocates to the nucleus where it serves as a co-activator for TCF4/LEF1 to drive the transcription of Wnt

target oncogenes including c-Myc, cyclin D, and survivin. FZD: Frizzled receptor; LRP: Low density lipoprotein receptor-related protein;

DVL: Disheveled protein; CK1a: Casein Kinase 1a; GSK3p: Glycogen synthase kinase 34; CBP: Cyclic AMP response element binding pro-

tein; HDAC: Histone deacetylase; CRT: #-Catenin-responsive transcription
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# H A, Wnt/g-catenin {5 5@ i 2 M Dt B G
J5i 43 1 AF AE /N 41 g il & (non-small cell lung cancer,
NSCLC) H &2 57 = 3R 1A, £980% 1 NSCLC &3 & p-
catenin /5 & 15, NSCLC HE M ARG 5% W -
catenin ik & 5 1EAH G112,
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(epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) #ll & & B &%
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I FH A 4% 1) p-catenin 5 23 bt H ik S-%%4 % B -TCF4 (glu-
tathione S-transferase-TCF4, GST-TCF4) #H H.{F F & 7.
T HE TR I G W Y S 56 (enzyme linked immunosor-
bent assay, ELISA) Jif £ [ sy 16 & i e #5578, Ji 3k ) Whir
SIG AR ZR T Ao 1 ) 40 B RT 0 3k B 1 Sk B . A
FH bk vy 7 39 A TR0 00 2 4 SRR 1 R A 7= ) e
A7 el B IRk, DR IE R T 6N kb &Y. Hor,
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P T IRZ B ACH =) . TOP-Flash SEIE L, 1 ik &
W) LT B A A 5 X3 ) 1 Y B-catenin/ TCF4 41 1
TEF, B35 M| 7 Wt $EIE R (e s 5 R IE, IESL T
B-catenin/TCF4 H FL4E F 7T B8 /& o fo s i P (1) I8 e 41
PRz —o TEHRRATIR SO, PKF115-584.PKF118-310
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TR AR S Wint B R 1) 208, 75T T IR A0 i ) K
BHTRB, AN B B ACIE S, PKF115-584 5
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LS IE 5 20 B () B PR A X /N o S L PTTE S R
B, AT DL B-catenin/LEFL A HL4E A, 7 #0#] Wt
BEIE N ) B s 5 R IE, FRIKIESE T B-catenin /v 5 I 4%
S % 5 PR TS I 1 VB AR B AR . PKF115-584 5
CGP049090 /£ IVM-3 FLAE IR 67 SE B R Bl T R
U BB V5 RN 52 1, 7E 02 P b B 4 A T i ) S
BvayT o I R AR S A AT 5. BAR PKF222-815,
PKF115-584 Fll CGP049090 e % A & 4 il p-catenin /i
51 o, (2 B IR A WX B-catenin/APC #H ELAE
FH AR A — 5 MR, i 75 2208 I b 27 5O S,

PLFE b & PR AN e B R 2 1 . Sy ah, T
ELISA J5i 2 1) 8 & i e A 2 B BT e e e | R
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3.2 iCRT-3/5/14 Gonsalves 225 F] il RNA T4 $
A (RNA interference, RNAI) T3t Axin 7F Jifg J5i P 1) 3=
5, F N p-catenin/TCF4 A B AE F A 5 194 % K B
A FE R, a7 7R T RNA T 5 B 194k a8t 4% 2
fifi %% (RNAi-based chemical genetic screening assay).
BRI 1% 7 VA4 B 2 L R U R 2 i R AR AN
A BH 1 2R 5, AR A b 0 3 592 0) 14 997 PE 2R )
1k & W e kAT IR B O Ik, R D O Ok B T ICRT3.
iCRT5 A1 iCRT14 %t -catenin/TCF4 A H.AE ] BL A B 4F
I Fm v M, HICRT14 18] LA 240 TCF4 5 DNA
1) 45 4, 2 Bk & P X p-catenin/E-cadherin 5 B-
catenin/a-catenin A E.F F 0940/ FH %/ . iCRT-3/5/
14 \Ks HT29 AT HCT116 4H il & 3 BE 7 T Go/G, 1, 1H
7£ HEK293 £l C57TMG % Wnt {5 5 i I 1% B 3% 1k 1) 48
it e 0 R B H B B ) G /G, IBELY, X Ui B iRk &
Wi T PR 20 PP B B B A S Wnt {3 5 B 1 S
BN K . ¢ F X 45 B B 7R, iICRT-5/3 fig 5 B-
catenin 1% /0o &5 14 38, 1 1) Lys435 1 Arg469 25 &,
iCRT-5 [ 2 3£ 44 47 {37 T TCF4 1] Aspl16 5 p-catenin f)
Lys435 A H.1F i [t A7 &, iCRT-3 [f) N-2K £ 3 fit 5 p-
catenin [¥] Arg469 J& i Z 5, i I8 T p-catenin/TCF4 A
HAE AR M, X N8 A s B T B
fith. 7648 B AR 5256 P, ICRT-3/5/14 HE 1 B 2 114171 1
S H SR A LR SR N A K, HEA R 4T
(R 52 1%, e — R B AT [ R T 5 R ) B-catenin/
TCFAH EAEH /N4l .

3.3 TAT-NLS-BLBD-6 Hsieh £ 3t F 4 -catenin/
LEFL A HAEH &5 # A=W %15 ., ¥ p-catenin/LEFL 45
& &5 #y88 (B-catenin/LEF1 binding domain, BLBD).
741 (TAT) A% €A 4G 5 (NLS) ¥ it R A E5 E )
Re Al & 2 K, I )% % T TAT-NLS-BLBD-6 A5
ROF B 0 & M . 4 B 1k S BGRB8, TAT-NLS-
BLBD-6 fit % LA i &) FH 71 5 A0 6t 14 110 7 240 ) L i e
S ) AR A S S B, A R T 2 AN P A A 1
Yo FE VT VE S2 6 IE 52, TAT-NLS-BLBD-6 £ MCF7 5
MDA-MB-231 41 fitd #% 4 1] p-catenin/LEF1 #H H 1
FH, 3 40 6] Wit 45 5 38 B R S R Rk . 7ERR
B A 987 9256 v ) TAT-NLS-BLBD-6 HE % & 2% 41 1] L Jig
St A L TE SEIR BN AR 9 B ARG, HL 52 1 R 4F, FRRE T
FUIR I o7 1 ¥ 1R V6 T B0 R S o {H H T TAT-NLS-
BLBD-6 (1) f2 & P50 22, B BE PR 1 6 28 2 Ik 4
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Table 1  The reported small-molecule inhibitors targeting $-catenin/TCF4 interaction. HTS: High-throughput screening; ELISA: Enzyme

linked immunosorbent assay; RNAi: RNA interference; FP: Fluorescence polarization

Inhibitor Chemical structure IC,/umol-L* HTS assay
PKF115-584 3.2 ELISA
CGP049090 8.7 ELISA
PKF118-744 2.4 ELISA
PKF118-310 0.8 ELISA
ZTM000990 0.64 ELISA
iCRT3 0.01 RNAI
iCRT5 0.02 RNAI

Oﬁws

o=

iCRT14 O/ 5 b 0.04 RNAI
N
)
N
P _{S
._/—N M

LF3 d A R 2.0 Alpha + ELISA
Sanguinarine 1.22 FP

5 I R BT 7T %5 S 2] p-catenin 5 TCF4 fil LEF1
A EAE AT A5 A AL, TAT-NLS-BLBD-6 X #2 [ -
catenin/TCF4 #H TAF F 2 KIS0 770 () 23 7w -t
A EMEEFER.

34 LF3 Fang S5 1 8 4 1 (AR 2R A GST 28
) 5% 4 2k 43 5l 5 TCF4-His F1 GST-p-catenin i & 57

Alpha § 1% v, 38 i 46 Wl 520~620 nm & 5 6 98 Xt
16 000 /™Mb & W BEAT W] 8 i ik, $RAF T 5 MBIk B Sk
&P, R A ELISA i i V2 06 i ide 1 Sk Ak & W ik
177 88 50wk, KB LF3 X} s-catenin/TCF4 #H E.AFE F
BA RUFHEHIEE . MR REM, LF3 T
Hh s A ERL ) B T G R R 5 A IE HL AR (1 B-catenin 1)



{FIEZE %% 1A B-catenin/ TCFA A1 B AF F 301l 77 78 ek 8 43 -7 897 Hh Rk 5 it Jg © 1243 -

Lys435 £5-&, se P4t 1 H 5 TCF4 T ) Aspl6 [ 45
& WAk, LR3I EE /K HmT [ e i A\ F1 B B-catenin [
Cys466 H1 Prod63 JJr & 5 i) i 7K 11 & o, iy [m] 165 5 1
LF3FHMEIVE R o fo s L PUiE sL 36 R 0, LF3 i 25 #1
1 7 HCT116 41 g 1 B-catenin 5 TCF4 A1 LEFL ff14H B
YEHT, 0] T c-Myc. cyclin D %5 Wt #E 3 [H] ) 4 5 5
Tk, HONEZERRE, ERERE T, LF3 AR
t1 B-catenin/E-cadherin A F. 4 FI 4 5 B 40 i [7) 6 Fff
IbAh, LF3 A8 S 2 H i 45 B ) 1 40 I 78 S 56 3h )
PN IR FR TS A, g — IR A T AT B
Tt B R 250, CEEE IS T IRK AT .
B AR Alpha 7 126 25 PR G 157 B 1R 975 366 AR R 1) 7 HAE K
RS vy 3 O HP R N, 1 DL ELISA i % V2 E 4T 4D
A i 196 SR A5 1 Sk A&, T LA Alpha i i 72 14T
HE— 0 B RE VEVEANY, PR IR I 75 vE IR A B oK 2
AR R AL Wnit 01 751 BT O 2 P R S 2 —

35 P2-T3-A6 Hua %8 J Jj tribbles i £ ¥ i 3
(tribbles homolog 3, TRIB3) i it 5 S-catenin A TCF4
TR VR = B AR, AL T Wnt S S %, E T 4ERE 745
H e A s, (RS E RN R RSN . N
IR A R 2 KA R, B AT E e BE T TRIB3 (1)
TR T 5 TRIB3 A R UFEM 1 £ ik T3-
A6, 2R 5 PR A AT 7 B AE I P2 2 Ik 5 T3-A6 £
JRER A, M Eh & 2 Ik P2-T3-A6. 4125 B 220 b £
B, fil & 2 Ik P2-T3-A6 E4H il N 5 TRIB3 H A % 1
A, HEA R R 40 i 25 1 e 1, Re s (el
Jitl A 410 41 B-catenin/TRIB3 F1 £-catenin/TCF4 kH H. 1k
M. fEJEREHCT8 4 fiu, & 2 Ik P2-T3-A6 i 3
i 7 p-catenin A T 1 % s % DL S Wit {5 538 i
BRI )k 5RIE . A AN, S 3 UTTE SEIIE Sk,
P2-T3-A6 /51 p-catenin/APC #il s-catenin/E-cadherin
FHEAEH o BRELT IR SE 560 R W], P2-T3-A6 1E IR 5K
5 R Re i i 3 0 ) 4 M R 4 A 1 AR K, AR B3R
DR VR E TN 245 1°) &5 L W i 4 2 Pk A2 A T LR A, o)
SEE M TR AR T R T R AT N AT .
3.6 MIARFE I AR B2 1% G0 v 24 1819 [l 1) 2 B2 2452
B Ay 22—, B PUMIRE U P AP A S 2 B
PEEROSI, - HF 5T 2 B, I AR B RT 3E i 49 ) Wnt/B-catenin
5 I I s ik R 0 s b S R A0 o) e
T2 B 1 2R K 5 43k, ) 45 g A e ) R - TR]
Ak 5 B R, R E PR TS R, I AR B 7E Wnt/g-
catenin {5 5 18 % (17 7 73 T 3L AR 1 4 i AR B 1 3230,
ARSI 5 DL SR B SRR ¢ )6 & (fluorescence isothiocya-
nate, FITC) bric i) TCF4 £ JIK1E 28 e tR %l it itk
FITC-TCF4 5 p-catenin S By B, & Dy 37 1§ ) -

catenin/TCF4 #H 1 /N3 T3l 55016 % e w4 (Fluo-
rescence polarization, FP) il & i e A5 7 . 3@ i X A
FERIR AL A W e AT v R e, D R a2k B afi
HRUE X p-catenin/ TCFA A HAEF B A K 47 Ao 30 i 7% 7k .
FM %5 51 4R (surface plasmon resonance, SPR) 5L 56
WE S, IR B 5 #E b5 B-catenin (1) fif 55 B8 (dissocia-
tion constant, K;) 450.8 umol-L™, #§t ] p-catenin/TCF4
AHEL AT FH A2 AR B 3 P R A 23 B bR 2 — 134381,

PR EE A £ E L T W 4R 2O 55 5 %65
R/NTERR G IR B, FLAA S5 H S B R AF 187 68 Al R 5
FRSCAAR BREEAL i, Cpl )32 B T 24547 il & 0 0k
T 1 4 RN 2 ) oy A S A RSN (R AR
i F% v 0 A 2k A A v, P A A R OB AR B FITC-
TCFAA & — 25 J5 K, 7034k M Jo3 R0 2 [B) 45 4 b 9 AN B
56 B4 TCFA B A 2= D i, BT DA i ) fige 12 7 Sk
1k & Wik 75 B EE T ELISA 7 i% 5 . Alpha 57 1% 32
GST-pull down SEZ 56 2 SPR 52 56 25 R N #E 4T 44 4 410 il
TEPEVEAN, 3 — B WE B Sk A S I AE 7 T HEAR
4 ZFERZE

TEZ L Wit {5 5 3@ #% 1, -catenin/TCF4 #H H.1F A
1E 2 PG VE I8 1 AR R R T 2 e B e ORGSR
R T EE MR, SR e B B e R
PUE5 HL W 1 NSCLC % # 25 W) T K 1 AR b 2
—BSI, {H B-catenin FEAA N BAF T Z WAV F Dike, —
J5 TH i 5 E-cadherin A HLAF F, -5 40 i 171 86 BT, sk
55 7 MR A T Be ) SOyl S
SK 5 TCRA R LEFLAH TAE A, 4% Wnt {5 5 i@ i
JFE R R R S RIE . Wk, &k EEmH p-
catenin/TCF4 A1 H .k A, 1EAS 52 i i 2% B-catenin ¥ 41
it 286 B Th fE, 31X % T 3T B-catenin/ TCF4 A EL/E F A
AU bR B MR TR AR T B B

5 TCRA £ Y2 Ty fie AN [, B-catenin/LEFL AH A
EFBR T M5 Wnt {5 5 38 8% 175 (L 4h, LEFLid i H 2L
()5 T AR, B B-catenin M40 A 5 3#E N ZH k%, B[]
AL Wnt {5 5 38 B B840, [R] 1, BE ] B-catenin/LEFL AH
AR FH AR A R R R I B P Wnt 01 7 I k) B R O
W&o FAN, IRAHET p-catenin N RE, #2308 _Fikid
FE B AE 73 1 B AR DL &8 2 Wint 401 571, B 40 1)
p-catenin NA%, X FHL W -catenin /S s i i 2 &
PR PRI B, K 2 v 3 26 P Wnt 4100 1) 7710 R 8 1) 2 22 7
] 2 8,

H |, SR 1E ) p-catenin/TCF4 A H.{F FH 41 1] 571
VIRIEAR PR R, BT Bk /N o i 7 1) 4k 2
GER, FER A 25 04k 2 S B AT S A A4k, AT 4 v
X SR 1 3% 48 1, ek 2N X B-catenin/E-cadherin A E
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VB R 52 M 2 A /N 2 T30 770 24 R A )
2o 2 IR 77 12 oK >k =11k £ 1% B-catenin/TCF4
FHELAE P F 57 T A () B 7 ), (E T R i 2 A )
(P Fe e M BE [ MR R H S0 05 1, GE 2 IRZ W (M ki 24
PRSI, Ak, T o SR TR AR E 4 LEFL pBD 2544
s, FARRAG) e A 0 ) M 5 5 B 1, R RE I B-catenin
A% 5 7 S5 R 4 () 3 B Rl 6 R A S 2 R R ROk
B Wt SR T R ) B RN 2 — . (EE MG,
T 1% B B-catenin/ TCF4 AH L AE F 4006 75 /4 57 F 8
AR R iR K HE YR T IR SR o

B & BUAK: A 1E S0 R 2 W A7 5T 50 B OCHRBE B L 0k %
G52 E T BRI FEAIX BT 5 5 56 ik 5 e
RN FE; BT 1 2 0 A SR BT TR -

FUEMSE: A 2 W E A i o 5%
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