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Advances in natural products that target the tumor microenvironment
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Abstract: The tumor microenvironment (TME), a dynamic and complex local environment, interacts with the
tumor cells and is closely related to tumor growth, metastasis, immune escape and drug resistance. Thus, targeting
the TME has been a worldwide focus in cancer therapy. Many natural products possess the advantages of multiple
targets, multiple pathways and wide pharmacological functions, and are the main source of antitumor drugs. In
recent years studies have found that some natural products had advantageous effects on the TME. In this review,
we summarize the components and functions of the TME and some natural products that target the TME, with

references to the drug therapy of cancer.
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9 200 PR, Q15 I K AR R K A A 5 1 1 R 4t
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P AT CAJE i B ) TME T & 3 P oss v6 97 1E L, X
W T KA N YE . Rk, AL EELgER T
iR A A 5% F ol 4L B B L T B R R SR 7 1) e e
RS AIT T R, NIRRT M 25 it R R 5% .
1 TMEMRKRSINRE

TME =& B4 55 41 g sk 43 0B Ak i o i JRe 41 A
53 P s 92 200 L 355 9 40 i S — () 0 2 A 40 b R
o HR R LA DR 4 7, AL TR AR R ME AN R 4L 4 )
WESIRAS
1.1 TME X GEMA  TME b 7776 1) % 2% 40 i
ALFEA T 5l R A 2 I 7 1 8 ) 22 B G S A . AR
P ILAEMUAAR A 1R T B8 SCRT LA 2 A G 28 27 473 4 i A 4 %8
FO 20 o e A% 40 B 1 AR % A0 4 i L B IR
S 6 £ 6 25 2 T bR S 200 PR 6 e 92 00 o) 00 o 0, 455 e R
RH 2 [0 0T« 8 1 T 0 B O O o 4 e

H AR F A5G4 (natural killer, NK) 38 i B i ok il
R £ 2R BOE i 2 T R B Ak 6 A T 7 A K 1R 41
ATER o (HAE TME o, BT R 5890 858 kA= oo A8 i
SR BT IR Z B2 (PGE2) B 4 VL AE K T8
(TGF-B) Fl I8 20 ffa 3 ThI Bt Jo R A 57, NK 41 B 1 2%
R 9 P S B B SR 4H A (dendritic
cell, DC) 7E PR b A0 236 v B EZThae". 41
B TIRE4HAE (cytotoxic T lymphocyte, CTL) i#id &
T T 4152 & (TCR) A P s k- F EH LA E
E W) (pMHC), B il 2 F 28 L 2 AN BURL B, B 82 2% 47 i
IR 4 ). T £E TME H, DC [ 410 JR 5 38 T BE A2 FH.,
CTL ¥ 1 8 52 2 30 1], 33X 75 R T B Jg 110 5% 2k 3t J A
2.

fii A 5¢ B 41 B (tumor associated macrophage,
TAM) T 43928 W0 1) M1 A0 A0 1 M2 71
Wi 4 A . M1 2R 5 40 P ER Tl AH 2 40 g IR 7 ok At
BR300, tnF#% y (IFN-y) s 2 8 (LPS) 4%, (Rl HLBE
R T2 1% U el 8 200 i SR 7 1 H A S 728 400 e 5 4 i
BRI, MOBEE B R DUR R Y, M2 B E A
A Th2 A0 R, 2 (40 A 25 4 AT 13 (IL-4 A1 13)
W, DR A6 400 1) 4 2 e 8 R I 30 P yRg of A A ik AN A
B, B N A g 7 K A, TME b 1) TAMs 32 %
& M2 R S W, B BOE A B R A R IR A 2
(COX-2) fi itk 55 o1 4 J& 5 1 il (MMPs) 43 W, 3 i Jir
R 1R ZPE R TS A RO, TAMs B A 5 KA
FE 2RI 1 (Arg-1) V5P, R R E R 0 1R N S AR,

T SR A 22 Ji R0 I 5 2 1 TR i 44, 1 B - 4m g ok
FEJ AR, R R AR B A R, TAMS I8 g &
KRR FPESET 324K 1 (PD-1), JF B8 45 e 1E Jee 1o 185
5HWGEE ) 2. A, TAMs Al JE i PD-1 53
ZARPD-L1/L2 &5 4, %S T 40 M 98 T A0 T 40 i 3%
A R385, AR e g 200 it O 2 g ks,

PP T4 M (regulatory T cell, Treg) v CD4"T
41 L 1 — AN AE, FLRFAETE T O Sk 3% 5 K FoxP3
(I BH PR AR, AT 43 v B AR 7= A= I 7 1% T 4 (natural
Treg, nTreg) A1 15 T 7 4= 19 U/ 15 #£ T 4 f2 (induced
Treg, iTreg). Treg fit #1 il Jf 83 1 3 1 G0 2 B, A1 B
T TME 9k &, M 3 f 2 106 e R e & e, 75
TME " Treg £ & 8¢ 1F & 441 %, fe il it 2 Fh 8 fo F0
A Bz ik (1) 77 200R H8 35 P, G5 B I ) 4 4 B IR T
W TGF-B.IL-10-TL-35 %5, |- 1 4 J% A6 £ 5 0 20k
CTLA-4.PD-1.LAG-3.TIM-3.ICOS.TIGIT.IDO %, 4
FEIL-2 1M1 BB PR CTL A A A5 F: 1 52 1% DC |17 2,
M A2 33E T 440 s 08, 355 B8 v e 400 i 4 2 g2 1B k1131

B W6 U 1 40 1) 40 B8 (myeloid-derived suppressor
cell, MDSC) 1B & tH 41 B 75 B 18 o 28 fi, Bl 19776
NI 8 20 A0 8 Ik B 38 5 s R Hh, A R R B A B 1
— B4 . MDSCH MK £ ¥ MDSC (PMN-
MDSC) Fl#.#% MDSC (M-MDSC), £ TME #' M-MDSC
tt PMN-MDSC % 92 01 il 4 A 5, I H e sk 4
TAMs!'", TME 7 MDSCs i % & NADPH % 1k fi§ 2
(NOX2), i P48 (ROS) B3 n, 69 45 88 & B & 1
(0™). i AL A (H,0,) Flid %0 4 2 25 (ONOO") 1)
R N, R —H A A B 2 (iINOS2), 38—
& (NO) A= B, AT B0 % 5% i 45 [K] - C/EBPS Al
STAT3; ith4h, Argl Z2k 34 . MDSCs i i #1 i Hl
A2 I B, A TE IR e R IR AN A RS, R BEARON T
2 Al
1.2 TME S EFRMA  TME F ik 19 BT 4k 40 i Bk
A I IR FH o BT 4 4 Y (cancer associated fibroblast,
CAF). o-"FIENNIBIE I (a-SMA) BH 1 1) R 414k 41 i
FRANUBCAF 4E 40 i, &5 0L TR 2 HOMom 4l v, & CAF
(IR 2 —09, 7 TME ", CAFs il id £ Fii 5% 73 W4 Al
F 5 IR 40 B AH ELAE ., W0 TGF-B- BF 40 i 2B K R/
2 HLR ¥ (HGF/SF) 24 7 41 A7 2E K7~ 1 (SDF-1). IfiL.
WK (VEGF) MR & = AE KB+ (IGF-1)
S, IR 32F g A= A 0 g f A A s, him 2 e e e
IR 24507 AT AR CAFs 3l 73 Wb & IL-6
FIHGF {23 s (HCC) 1 b Bz 18] JR 4 4k,, 3 58 il g A7
T R RIS, S P AR (gemcitabine) 4b
(1) CAFs . 25 38 I AN A4 (P RE L, [ 444 Snail
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PAK T 4 FR microRNA-146a (K235 140, 4 F) T kg
T I D G B AN A dH M A FR i (extracellular
matrix, ECM) /& B i i 2 A B8R VB SR B L E B
JRERSE Ry TR B 22 W 4, o i e o, M
JibJRg 1 R R SRS S M) SCRE RN B[ . CAF's 42 ECM & i«
o3 S MBS 55 00 LT R 1A MMPs B
FAE ECM BB R i R EE R . MMPs 73 A IR Bl A]
WALV A, Horh MMP-2 Il MMP-9 A8 156 35611 4 A A4 R
BRI TV BURJF R Z K& 8 A, bR 4. CAFs
IS A AT & R R AR NS B R R 55 EE % ECM,
TE R EUE I TR AH 2R, S ey 1 A2 IA0UE ), 5% M 47 i
JIZGWIBIE . W CAFs Al il 1L B J30E 7 MMP-1 15K
L 20 i Hh B 1 B O 2 AR (PARY) I Eh 71, fE i3k
S PR AR R Y Hh L e 40 B P 2R K AR 28 Y,

e 1A A R B A R SRR AN AU, (R R
PEGERE o R IS bh MR Y B2 40 Y (tumor endothelial
cells, TEC) 1 I F& 20 g 4HL e, G 1M 45 B RS 488 1 %
FaEMEZE, MRRaN R, A ERA W L 3 k-3
Jik— B 20 1ML/ 43 S S5 4, X e (A5 e R 4 i B2 5
2B MR, iRe A R 41 i 7 55 R AIC, L5 TECs
HERERAB, XA TG Z RN, 25
WA bR I AR RS Sl B 3 255 VEGF/VEGFR/
NRP {5 5 # 5 fll Notch/Delta {5 5 % &2, B4
Ok BB (LCS) 77 A= 1) R 4T 4 41 g 2 K K] 7 4 (FGF4)
WE A I TECs W (1) 52 ¥ FGFR1, JF I i TECs 1 1)
Notch Bt f& Jaggedl. it K, TECs I f¥] Jagged1 NI 7
LCS #1153 Notch2-Hey {5 5 #% 5 . X Pt #2380
CD44*IGFIR* CSFIR [ LCS & 74, H4 Jii fi J83 1142 28 1l
i 25 1E R4, JikoRg 4 WA i) VEGF 3R] i 0% TECs T
VEGFR2 1 Akt, |1 £ Zjifif #j & 1 (MDR) [¥] mRNA
JKF, i% 9 TECs it 245 HL i) 2 —25,

Ji 983 #H 2% i U7 41 B (cancer-associated adipocytes,
CAA) Mg B i M B Z sy o 7R MR R A2 L, J=3B
iy 5 T S5 R 20 B 5 R I A L e A k. T T 4
JfL— 75 T B4 D e e 4 R R A SRR, Sy — T T
I WAL TR L 2O IR 7 I A B AR KR 7 A
SETE IR AR ZE RN B R0, L Ah, B ST R B R
17 40 B 5% 7 1) R URRH N U 7L e 4 Ak P A 3513
PR AR R RE T, B N CAAs RAIUE, B
ARG I B (HSL) A1 I i g BE & (APN) RiL P&
i%; % Fh 2 A BE 0 MMP-11 AT 48 40 B B8 20 TL-6 <
TL-18 ()R T 0 T {1 33 e 88 P 2 AN Ak e e 271,

I 7 18] 5 #% 4k (epithelial-mesenchymal transition,
EMT) 52 48 JE36 sl M Ak 1 1 5z 20 1t 1) 3% sl 1 JE AR Ak
(14 1) 75 J5 200 B e, 5 e i A 358 85 D) A %, e A A

IR IRAT IS R g 3 1 A B8 R A% B I ) FRAE
Zas B KR, EMT (W4 & 8 B A B-45 3 b 2
I (E-cadherin) N-4% % fff & 1 (N-cadherin) 13 ¥ &
1 (vimentin), fift & EMT [ ¢ 58 1 45 [ 35 3= B A FE 6k
AATGF-B. TGF-p1E I8 K Az e R 1k 72 H g XL T
S BIAE L, — 71 TGF-B 38 3 51 & fr 7 20 it 240 e J 4
RELYHS, 75 S5 ey 240 L 05 2 A 0 e, 2 DB e Mk o o A
W1 B B ), 55— 5 10 TGF-pB @ i Smad. Wt
Notch %38 %175 5 EMT, o572 B I3 20 i A 12, A% 41 A
V) 285 B 77, 38 m P9 440 JH 1) 32 s e, 2 el e 30 3 e R
RS I IE 1) 1 AR,

1.3 TMERBAMREIT T M A Kl
P, AR THE A%, g A b T = AR AE K T E
LRI R EBIA B AR 7 iR A A, e A g s
AR KT R B AR R B SRS TR IR, i R A
A 0] 5 MR 4 i R TRCER S5 3 R -1 (HITF-1).
VEGF. 1% %7K & (Ang). M/ MEATAEA KT (PDGF)
85, X L I BE H 215 3 A HE TEC 3 FE AL A%, X
REVR 51 P9 Rz AL 4 A Y 4R i 83 SR A LA 2 5 i g Il 3 %
Ao AHER T I AR e T 22 R AR RE SR AL, eIk R
il 6 240 O PRI RE SR TG oK, i — 2B I E T R I IR A .
Warburg ZEC2 5 I, RS 0S50 2 , TR 4 B ik 1H BoR
o R ISP P 7 R B ORI LR AR R, IX I R AR N
AT R (Warburg 2008 iR 20 i 22 Fofv e 255 IR 11
OIS RO R R R A R T A B A . TR &t
g B 22 G IR R R AT Akt 38 56 DAL 1R SRS, B T
YT i 2% T ] A5 P 56 32 2R 1 (GILUT) K81 260 4 F 3 ORI
O 2 (HK2) RS RR 10 RO MR B ff il /. MY C Ji 22
AT PR TG 2 A B T2 A R DG 4 38 22 TR K2 J75 T
Fif 1 7L I 0B A (LDHA); 41018 35 (K] pS3 38 i B FE 3
T4 € 2 C S A S 2 (SCO2) F: KA 1k SCO2
DA 2R b AR AT SR, T pS3 B SCO2 Fik (1) B2k 4
S BN BRI AR A AN A, 1 5 Warburg 2508331,
A ENE R A e AR B FLIR AR 7= 40 TME 1 pH BH
BAR T IEH A Z, (R B H T K 5 9 FE R 5% P i 0 AN
A IR FE Y IR T A TME Ak T 36 2 4 K F

1.4 TMEHMIIIEE TME M8 0k A2 R R $E S RF
FBERE . TME EL428 5% /M8 240 i, 52 (5 U5 A Wb 1) e
T, I 0 R 2 T B iR 2P 2 . (R
A B b 98 1 DR S5 7 M R A B i TR R A B
G S8 4 B xS 0 e 25 ) UM . TRIESE, TMEE AN
B KA R 40 ey 2R (AR 77 VEC ML H2 98 46 Ay Ji
P68 20 AL BT 1 v A R I o e, T L SR P R i
JE A P T 2, 3K 8 1) e 5 M B iR 24 4038 i A IB I8 B
JiggE A2 34351, TME A3 7 T i 789 &4 ff 396 38 1 = 1) 4 %8
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Figure 1 The structures of 1-3
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carotene) (1) M # &K (lutein) (2) M ML ZEK (lycopene)
3) (K PO, p-iH s N 2l BE IL-6/STAT3 {5 5 il
5 /0 iR A 56 M2 Y [ 2 i A Ak, 401 TME 5 5
%) Ji R - A L R0 EMIT A 2840 R 2208, 40 11) 445 e 240
IR 42 28 FOE BEPT . i 41 % @ i 5 PDGF #H B 1E
F, 45 ERK1/2.p38MAPK Fl INK 15 538 i, #1112
BRI 5 1 CAFs (L F20%,

1 &K (artemisinin) (4) A& M 2 BHE Y 35 165
B —Fh R A, EEATYUERT . H
RTAW 4045 ¥ Wk (artemether) (5) SUEA T 5 % (dihy-
droartemisinin) (6) (&l 2), ¥4 K AT B8 1E A 51
BT T Z K0E . 5 8 R Be 5 5 M8 40 il DNA 41
A3, 368 I T bR 0 B pS3, 5 kiR 4 L G BEL
WL A SRR R AR, HFEEMN _AEFER
I8 1 ) TGF-p 15 5 ¥ 3, ¥ L929-CAFs Al CAFs A
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Figure 2 The structures of 4-6

LB (taxol) (7) & ML E A2 B MY 4 G2 K
B A5 B —Fh R 24 DU —iE 2R & (B3), P
JR R, R R - E B 25, Heka it i
SFMERAMES LINHHE & O N ER KU
PEF . 3 BARE 90 R LS AZ BE X TME B4 5200, (R %
S22 B BE 40 ) TME th MDSCs 1) 58 45 Al 4 3% 30041 2
fE, F0) p38 MAPK . TNF-o fil SI00A9 ik . i i &
52 CDS8*T 40 M D e, #0017 BB 1 2B B SRR I
&, SERKSHPIAEIE R, b, B TR BRI AL
RE A~ 8 4 i MDSCs [ T A4S g #01 il MDSCs 1) 4=
R, {E AT DL MDSC [l 4 20K 40 B 1 434k, 1X A
I FE AL TLRA AR 112,

Figure 3 The structure of 7

22 EEIHEEE TME #il 2 & (quercetin) (8) /& M
Z GBI LUAC SR AL S R Sz R 45 3 1 B 24k
EW (K 4). CAFs ™ Wntl6 (1] 3 3% & S BUB I I8 6f
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IR TR 245 PR DB DR 35 o i 2 2 R i 35 AR A e 8 A 56
2 4 41 Jfd NIH3T3 v Wntl6 (1) 3% 3%, 5 %3 % 40 i
ECM, 1 ] i 987 1) 389 G R0 P 3 R0, b 9Rd i S 10
MDSCs it i 3% STAT3 #1fil] T 20 Mo Dy g, 5790 715 5%
SRS, AR R T 3 s B A R i . A R i
WS ESR2/STAT3 15 5t 2, e 2F /N BRFD A IR 14 i 48
it 58 A5 SR R ) U ) 48 il (G-MIDSC) I A7i%, FREHE T
T 48 B 400 1) TR £ 4R b il o [RL 0, s P A 7 3% 470 e
IRV IT N 25 B MDSCs [ 412 2 4 ¥, K HUVEC
55 5% e i T24 240 -5 it 4 2 B 3 (] 355 R A4 4 i Ji
TR B, M 2R A N A L 5 IR 4 R b MCT1 AN
PFKFB3 i 1, 4B 15 T 16 Jon v 384 5 ek /D> 1491
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Figure 4 The structure of 8

WX 2K (baicalein) (9) /& M JE K RHE ) i85 %5 1 15
FI B E A A (B 5). 32525 nT LU (] R &4k
R P 1) M2 W 4T P R 1 R L R A B R VS
73, FEAR P38 I 30 TGE- 1RSI, 98] EMT 171 50
iR P 2 K R i A A ), B 2 0 i I T LN-322 M
H R Rho KR/ GTP [, /5 FLIR b 57 41 i 5 LR
I Jegs 200 PR 2 VW) FD 55 4 3 AR ELAE F, DTG R 5% Je 400 i 11
I8 By AN TR 25 T S 00 e 40 BRLE A N A 1T B8 AT
22217,

7K K ] 2 (silymarin) & M 2 BHE P 7K K # (FL
#) 15 B — R R A, FEARE K ] 5
(silybin) (10 F1 11)~ 7K & #] 5 (silychristin) (12 F113) Al
JK K i 7 (silydianin) (14) (B 6). 7K & #i 25 0] DL A0
MDSC 7& iR 4 23w i bl gi), ad 3 P AR iINOS2 . Arg 1L il
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Figure 6 The structures of 10-14
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Figure 5 The structure of 9

MMP9 ] mRNA 7K -F#1i] MDSC (1) Zh §E; 34 5% CD8* T
21 M R R T R, 4 Lewis filie £ K, 55 5 iR 4
J P T2E8, TME Hh ) IE K 40 5 e gg I 87 26 R, A2 4
Y1 DR R TR DA O o 7K 2% R 0 1) A K 4 i
(328, AR MMP-2 AT MMP-9 ()42, M 460 1] i 73
1) 3 7% 1 1491,

CCR2 #1171 747 (15) & kA BHE ) K ELA K2 h—
Rttt b5 0= AL A& (7). Rt iy
CCL2/CCR2 Fl# 1l FF & - TAMS [¥332 31, Tt v i 98 o
CD8'T 41 Hu &, F£ LA CDS*T 4 B A i 1k 7 341 i) JiR
AL T fi g B A 0
2.3 HEAE[E TME /NEEGH (berberine) (16) /&
M B R A 0 % A5 B 2R AR i (] 8). /NBE
0T L3 S ) ik 96 A G BT 44 4 B 43 WA TL-6, AT
OS] 5 MR e 200 PR PN STAT 3 A5 %5 % 3, 411 Jifoyg A= K 9
7S UM IE T, TR A 9 AH DG 45 L I (CACRC)
) TME 1, /NBEGR 8 I Pt TAMSs 23 WA 12 98 41 i 5 7
IL-6 F11 TNF-a, 501 K Jif EGFR/ERK 15 5 1% 5, #ll#i
CACRC 2 il 3 GE A0 e Je 52

2, (matrine, MT) (17) F1% L5 S8, (oxyma-
trine, OMT) (18) #& M & FHE P 2 b 15 21 (1) 9 # 2E
YIas (K1 9). B 7T KB, OMT RE R0 fili &8 TME H DC-
Treg % 4t ; fE14 H1 DC 1 CD83.CD86.CD11c Al MHC
11 2R IA, {2 3E DC [ 2040 R 2 BE 38 It 28 A %8
ST DR R RETI, 5 5 T 4 434k BB R AR B
A7 Ji R 9 7 P R LR D I A B, B KN R R A AF
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Figure 7 The structure of 15
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Figure 9 The structures of 17 and 18

TG, B OMT-DCs-T 5 A549/DDP 2 [A] 1% 7%, fg
S8 568 i 67 40 A O A0 A L U R 24 1. MIT
38 3 8 0 NK 48 g o NKG2D 52 44 F1 4 199 248 i &
HIMIC A/B BCAR [ 2234, 38 5 NK A CIK 4H g Xf K562
AR A PE . MT AL HE Ji5 NK 41 b3 A IL- 1o IFN-y
FITNF - 55 480 i DR 1R R TS ik 2>, 338 1 3 3o 8 15 4 %
ThfREAN ) (1 055 40 e 1 36 57 550

Y 2 (trabectedin, Et-743) (19) A& M\ VEHL T D)
W) CL A T B 1 B 45 R RO B R R R AR PR )
(1 10), HAY G818 1L 300 B 641 i F caspase-8 15 5
G55 FEE VRGN MR A PR T, I BE ) R A1
g3 A0 W A B T 0 2 48 PR CCL2 F1IL-6 1) 77
A U581, S sk VR Y R R 55 T 1 SR R VR

Figure 10  The structure of 19

24 FREFLETME K¥EZE (emodin) (20) 22 M
SRR B AT R AL AR SR 25 s A3 B ) — Fp R AL T
W A0S (B 1L, G 15 8 o 52 3 2 52 21 AT
Tz R . K 3 fie BEL T IR 2 B A TAM AR LA H,
i) M2 B [0 A B B A, S 3 st sk 20 iR 4 L i) 5%
3 W VAR 43 s 0 k) W 4 L 1 6 A AT PR RS AN 5
£, 35 TME I SR H PR 72 7L e o, B
KB 0T T TR ) AR VA B s ), L I 4 )
TAM 5 5 7L B 728 20 B9 (1) EMT A o988 1 4 i 1) % %,
VAT TAM A5 16 T 20 Ji 735 Ao 004100 8] e 100 /65 10 2 ok,
U500 e (1 fii e R 1581,
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