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Research progress on the role and mechanism of Wnt signaling
pathway in neuropathic pain
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Abstract: Neuropathic pain (NP), as a kind of chronic pain syndrome, seriously endangers the quality of life
of patients, and the pathogenesis is complex, clinical treatment is limited, and it is easy to relapse. More and more
reports have found that Wnt signaling pathway is closely related to the occurrence and development of neuropathic
pain. Therefore, further study of the Wnt signaling pathway may provide useful ideas for exploring the pathogenesis
of NP and discovering effective treatment methods. This article reviews the role and mechanism of Wnt signaling

pathway in neuropathic pain.
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Figure 1  Structure of Wnt. SS: Asignal sequence; C: Conserved

cysteine residues
(b) Non-canonical Wnt signaling

Ca* Pathway

Figure 2 Whnt signaling pathway in neuropathic pain. The canonical and non-canonical Wnt signaling pathway is activated and involved in

the production of neuropathic pain (a, b). Wnt: Wnt ligands; Fzd: Frizzled; LRP: Lipoprotein receptor-related protein; Dvl: Dishevelled; Ror:

Receptor tyrosine kinase-like orphan receptor 2; Ryk: Receptor-like tyrosine kinase; CK1: Casein kinase 1; APC: Adenomatous polyosis

coli; GSK-3p: Glycogen synthase kinase-34; RhoA: Ras homolog gene family, member A; ROCK: Rho associated kinases; Racl: Ras-related
C3 botulinum toxin substrate 1; JNK: c-Jun N-terminal kinase; TNK: Tankyrase; PLC: Phospholipases C; PKC: Protein kinase C; CaMK II:
Calcium/calmodulin-dependent protein kinase; S-cat: s-Catenin; TCF/LEF: T-cell factor/lymphoid enhancer factor; TNF-a: Tumor necrosis
factor-a; 1L-18: Interleukin-18; IL-14: Interleukin-14; IL-6: Interleukin-6; BDNF: Brain-derived neurotrophic factor; NR2B: N-Methyl-D-

aspartate receptor 2B; NFAT: Nuclear factor of activated T cells
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1.1 Wnt/g-catenin S S8 # Wnt/s-catenin {5 5 iifl
P HH Wt Bt 48 . Wnt 32 & [IE 88 B 2 AR A OG5 1 4-6
(lipoprotein receptor-related protein 4-6, LRP4-6). 10 F¥
i [ 2K (frizzled, Fzd)]. 3% &L & (1 (dishevelled,
Dsh/Dvl). 5l & [ (Axin) . i 8 1 45 i B W | G
(adenomatous polyosis coli, APC). [i% & [ 4 i# 1 (casein
kinase 1, CK1) . ## J5i & F i i -34 (glycogen synthase
kinase-38, GSK-3p). f-1% ¥ & [ (B-catenin) DL J #%
S DR F T 4 i/ otk 2 18 5 5] (T-cell factor/lymphoid
enhancer factor, TCF/LEF) % Ji # 5t 8 15 N T 2 4.
B, p-catenin & —Fh 2 T g & (1, 18 H 740 B
# Axin APC.CK1 #1 GSK-34 1 i i) 5 & ¥ R AL Al
2 EA T BEAR . 24 Wnt/g-catenin i@ 5 0% J5, Wit 235
F1 5 Fzd \LRP5/6 4 &, If-#£ Fzd 41 fitd 57 J& 5 5% % D,
BH 1I- Axin. APC.CK1 fll GSK-3 {1 & & W7 4=, i
550 B-catenin AN GE B B B8 0 1 7E 40 B BT e R AR, &
W A O A% A AR LA ] R -/ % DR T 48 Btk
= 34 55 K] -1 (Groucho/TCF/LEF) & &% 7 1 Groucho,
5 TCR/LEF A BLAF IR I 775 4 3 BA] 1) e S
1.2 F T 40 BE AR 1 i@ B (Wnt/planar cell polarity,
Wnt/PCP) - TH 4l ffg 21 38 B A K T LRPs fil g-
catenin, H1 T Dvl B 5 Z 4S54k, ie 5 2 AN A4
o [Elth, DVIAN Fzds 456 7] LAS BhAN ] 1) R 5 500,
Wnt-Fzd 5 52 7 1% 40 1R ¥ 1§ #¢ 91 L 32 1 2 (receptor
tyrosine kinase-like orphan receptor 2, Ror2) u 5% 4 ¥
Ik 2 BRI (receptor-like tyrosine kinase, Ryk)4i &, &
2 DI 53 4 3] Fzd - 305 2 Bl 8 B AH RIE S TE U 16
[Xl -1 (dishevelled associated activator morphogenesis-
1, Damml), #EMEEE: © /G 8 H Ras [F Y5 & K 5 5
% 71 A (Ras, homolog gene family, member A, RhoA) /%
H R Ui 2B 2§ Rho- B B (Rho associated kinase,
ROCK); @ /NG [ Ras tHo5 I C3 W & R 1
(Ras-related C3 botulinum toxin substrate 1, Rac1) A It
TN UFEHE £ c-Jun B S OK Ui R (c-Jun N-terminal Kinase,
INK), Wnt/PCP {5 5 i 2% fe 13 7% 46 T 48 M #% K 1
(nuclear factor of activated T cells, NFAT) %% #% %= 4 Jfy
12 A AT J5 07 3 55 AT 2 5
1.3 Wnt/Ca*fE5iEE Wnt5 Fzd 45 & 1555 Dvl,
T 0 B i il C 3 35040 i A Ca IR RE T, 4k T 5%
Ca?* B 4. 5 H ¥4 C (protein kinase C, PKC) 1
5 16 ) 2R 4 5 B 1 B 11 (calcium/calmodulin-depen-
dentproteinkinase, CaMK I1)[!®l, Wnt/CaZ {5 5 il # th
REAH NFAT 4572 2 20 Motz A, AT JE 20 B0 25 R 1) B 5
2 WntiESREEHAREMERBHXR

Wnts 7E 2 Tt i 22 i 152 104 v 2 5 950 1) R A R 4

. Wnt/g-catenin F1 Wnt/Ryk 15 5 38 % (1) 3400 38 1 12
HEAR 28 40 B B8] 7 1 7 A T ok 42 R AT (braiin-
derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) (1) B Jill - i i 5 fih
B A B OB S T 18 I G R 2 e N A ik,
T3 5 R ik ] 2B, S EOP AR T 9] AR A 22

21 M FHMEFIEMEIEB (chronic constriction
injury, CCI) #8281  CCI 45 1Y 2 HF 5%t 259 B 14 92
W B —Fh s AR, R 5 B2 H B b o B o
FREN H R PRI o X PP AL, 7 NS T R R
B ESBE PR RESERNMEREER. e
105 51 A2 M AP 25 (dorsal root ganglion, DRG) #1142
JCHIEHE (spinal cord, SC) HIASL X NP (#7452 ¢ &
B, Zhang 20Ul T CCI K il SC (L4.L5) 19 Fif
Wt it &£ mRNA %A, 45 3L &R, Wnt3a. Wnt1.Wnt2.
Wnt4 . Wnt5b. Wnt8b 7£ A Ji5 28 1~10 K A #F L 50 I
Frm, HRVEEAH TRELEZE . K5 DRG H
Wnt3a 4 5 & 14 1) 39 0 EE AR R R AN TG
ool TR B S e R R K AR 4E 1 R
BB, N 27 4 51 i B, R Wint3a £ CCI AR Y
HRIEE 2 5 T G I BORR R T R . AR JiE SC
HWnt3a G 95 15 4 0 39 0 2 2 A3 A 78 R A i
(spinal dorsal horn, SDH) ¥ =M1, LA E 45 JRAEH], Wit
55 7E DRG #12 St Al SDH #4128 St 1 Ji 5 i i HH 4 )
Z BTG . Ak, Zhao 5ROk H1L p-catenin. Frizzled 4 & %%
SR SR N- 1 5E-D- R A Z IR %2 44 2B T4 (N-methyl-
D-aspartate receptor 2B, NR2B) & {4 7K *F- fil CaMK |1
PKC. ¥ i 1 2% B2 oo /4 45 & 8 E (CAMP-response
element binding protein, CREB). 2 [#] [i% 57 {4 4 Bh % 1k
[X -1 (steroid receptor coactivator, Src) i 1k, 7K *F- 7
22045 )5 1) DRG R 25 BT, B85 N S Wnt3a 11 i 711
IWP-2 8 &t 3 $& 51 CCl K BRATLIk i B AE, [ B P AR B-
catenin. Frizzled 4 }2 NR2B. p-CaMK 1l.PKC.CREB.
SrcEEAFIL. C4UE NR2B.CaMK I1.PKC.CREB
A1 Sre 55 % il A] B4 % UIAH OGN, IRk — 2 2 5 i
BT B, TR A A 3 R 46 453 405 5 6 BSR4k R
PRI I i Rl g e 2k SR B, Wint3a 22 5 T CCl
5 5 IR A 22 5 B 0 1 R LR, Wint3a 5 R ik S
JE I Frizzled 4 52 K 45 & 512 L Y B-catenin 2 A 1
NI, SR 5 I8 30 e L DR 3 5, [ IR 2 A
NR2B ik Ffl i ER 1k, CaMK 11 .PKC.CREB.Src &5 Hif
PRGN, FECR A ] BRI S AR AL, A BRI
FEAC. SEES &I, CCIR R SC 1 Mg IR AL 1o (tumor
necrosis factor-«, TNF-«). [1 /- % -18 (interleukin-18,
IL-18) mRNA Fl & [ & 2 2 39 b, 84 P9 v 5 wnt id
% 4 41 771 IWR-1-endo 5% Fz-8/Fc mJ & 2 & % L &
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=, ChIP 45 & M, 7E CCI K SC H, p-catenin $iT
5 TNF-a 1 IL-18 J& 3 1 7 %1 A1 B AE FHRS, 356 0
Whnt/B-catenin 7] f& 18 i {2 1#F 2 4 Al TNF-a 11 1L-18
MBS E NP KA KRE. LU RS SR T Wnt/g-
catenin {5 5 i B 7F #2805 B VE R R P Ok 1 o HOE
EH .

Liu SR I, Ryk (LA 40 i P I8 20 R T g 45 1
S35 1) BRI JI5E 52 44) . Wint5b 25 [ 7E CCI K iR SC #11 DRG
thIAs B, BN RyK B S5 I D e ORI IR o
TS, B Wnt/Ryk (5 5 @ B fE M &R A &
BAER . Ryk i a2k K LI Wnt (5 5 i R gL 52
23 B A5 Wt # #1] K] - 1 (Wnt inhibitory factor 1,
WIF 1) F£40 ff 4h 45 44 35, A8 3L RE A% 15 60 45 Wntl ££ N
FIAS [ Wt BC A& AH B AE R4, CCI 5|11 DRG # £
TG B2 % A BRI D ) A HL A FL U I {E (action po-
tential current threshold, APCT) P& & % & & i B 14
Jnes Ryk o4k T30 5L APCT R %, Jik 2 41 i 1 25 H 4k
LIS 5 1 B SRR, AT R A A 22 T B M s . i
F Ryk i 44 BHLI¥f DRG #11 SC 1 Ryk ] & 2 #I il 4 N C
214 F1 S ff #0426 2 18] NR2B 0 & 41 il 4 Ca?* Al
Caz* fik #i 115 5 85 A 7& ¥4, £.4% Src. CaMK 11.PKC.
CREB Fl 41 g 41 1 15 &% 1 38 % (extracellular regulated
protein kinases, ERK®2), A1 X Bt & NP & 4= K J& (1)
FEEHLH], 5K FEH 3 (long-term potentiation, LTP)
A IRRO, 5 P v S Ryk ST 44 AT BELIBT CCI KRR B
B AR B 5 R I AR N C £1- 4E R0 SDH #l 2 ot 2 ] 8
fil (1) LTP2, X 8 25 AR IR #4549 f§ Wnt/Ryk J8
AT L T NR2B (90 A 40 i A Ca2* il Ca 4 i 1)
55 s T, AT U R A N C 4R 4E 5 SDH #i 4
TG NA] (/)% i P AT SR fb P 9B 1, o 2% 5 35 SC iR AR B AL
FINP =4,
2.2 RESEMZLEL (LS spinal nerve ligation, SNL)
A SNL BRI ph i 2 45 JU AL, fE A1
DRG FHAR AR 2 1 15 50 N VIBR 34 L6 1 58 I 5 % 45
LS HME, W 330 AU IR R RN i
e . B FTEBH, SNL /N B SC H Wnt3a £l g-catenin
AR IA G NN, B P VE S Wnt $0 71 XAVI39 FE 12
i3t p-catenin B B2 14, 1% 35 14 H) ] Wnt/-catenin Ji %, £
B2 f 9 o R 2R, T e 25 L3R B Wint/B-catenin iE
FEAE SNL 53 1 NP R i R vh R 4% T HEAEH . #)f
FER I/ R4 H BDNF 65 NP & 032, {E 4k
ANSEES R, 25 T /N 5 4 i Wint3a I, T 0 /N IR R
Y1 i 5 12 3k BDNF BE . & P9 S2 56, R SDH
BDNF ¥ F£ 2. 3 FF i, B N 245 7 XAV939 Ji5, /NI o 4
0 PR 3 A B S 2 00 111280, 2 7R Wint3a i S HT R e i

BE Wnt/B-catenin {5 53 B2 HE N i 5 40 f vs 4k, 1
1M {2 3k BDNF 23 3, 5 & S 8NP K4 . Yang ZR1%
I, SC #4454 )5 % 3~14 K, SDH 1 Ryk ) mRNA
FER 7K BA SIS A2 TR i o 48 i Wintd (Ryk BC A7)
FHAKFHE R TERFERADY, iHEREN FH
ShRNA -t Ryk 7T sk 42 20 4 98 i I B, $i ey ATL AR e 3
4, W Wnt1/Ryk 5 NP Z Y #15¢ . SNL #5744 SDH
#L IR F CCL2 B A /K P & 25 1, 5 9 3 5 Ryk 31T
& J5 Bk /> T CCL2 7= 418 $ Jx CCL2 W] RE 42 H fiE

PRI CCL2 F = AR FIRE UK 5 5 4 22 M 50 o
23 ANEGEBFEBSE (human immunodeficiency
virus, HIV) HHXH#E MR RE i B IR E R /2 HIV-1/
AIDS H# i WA 4 R G 0F RORE 2 — B3, BN HIV
AHOCH 22 I PR, 2 PR 23 BRI PR (1) — Fb . Shi ¢ 12
KB, Wnt5a. Wnt3a. Wnt4. Wnt9b ., S-catenin [z Axin2
EFEIMPHYE HIV % SDH R & AR IA B3 LR, /e
PR BA 1 HIV 8B 3 i T IH 2 AR 4k, 2% B Wint 38 % (1) 38
T HIViE R 40 i) E 4 F . HIV-1 gpl20 /& —
Pl 83 40 5E 5, T/ BB A T S SR ABE DL R P
PEHIV &3 . 75 HIV-1 gpl20 #1415 B SDH i £ 7T
Hr, Wntba & H & & B, H 9 & -18 (interleukin-15,
IL-18) 4 /> % -6 (interleukin-6, IL-6) Fll TNF-a & & 1
In, AN VE B Wntsa 15 Bt 77 Boxb J&, IL-18. IL-6 Al
TNF-o & & 56 B 41 bL 8 25 )b 112, 3l (T 7
F W], Wnt5a /& — Ff 52 NMDA i 45 1) & (1834, Xt %
P S ik (4] A R T 8 4 A S B BEI030) RO B MK
I8 25~ SDH # £8 o ik B BTG 8 T Wintba (1977 4
TG AR HE 2 BB IL-18. IL-6 A1 TNF-a BE %, LA &
SDH #1128 7T 1 5 fi W] 33 1, Fe 28355 5 NSS40 028 B [ 07
BEAR S LM

BeAk, B 78 R BLAE gpl20 5 S 1 /N SRR T A A
SDH #1487t Wntba £ [ %1% E i, CaMKII F1 INK &
% R AL 7K - 3 6 2 T BT, 2% B Wint5a ., CaMKIL
INK # gp120 B3, %5 P 73 B Wntba 15 31 751 Box5 AE
TR 1L CaMKIIFTINK 8 [ & & 38 07, DL g5 |1
Ui B gp120 3 i 0 Wtba {2 #E 7 CaMKI1 AT INK T
FR AL . 23 B FH 46 71 KN-93 AT SP600125 [ I gp120
B SDH ) CaMKII H1INK, 45 58 57 KN-93 #1141 1
IL-6 AT IL-14 % &4 hii, SP600125 1 1 IL-6 A1 TNF-a
R NEN 2% B CaMKII A 37 IL-6 AT IL-14 BRI,
1M INK {2 3F 1L-6 1 TNF-a B it . X b &5 BE Y, 78
gp120 # £ 9 B AU b Wint5a/CaMKII Al Wnt5a/JNK
I I OTE T AR 2 28 PR R, S BUNP ) K AR
R
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2.4 M (tumor-associated pain) i E R H A
A1 PRI, A AR R AR e A I 6006081,
Jit 97 48 O AN (tumor cell implantation, TCI) % S 1)/
B 1 9 o S 284 i 2R B A LAk g o R ORI i i
B9, w5 R B, AR SC b Wnit3a. Wnt 52 14k Fz8 }% -
catenin 2 [ &1k B E N, Simonetti 200 27 4
VAR 240 JHO AR N C3H M7 A2 R /) BRI PR e s, A 2R 2 9 4
AL A 1 2 il A 2% 2K 9 2 A1 3 (soluble Fzd-binding pro-
teins 2 and 3, SFRPs), X Ffr Wt 5 377 751 52 741) & 49 i 4 1
456 5 B8 B Wint 205 BC AR B, 533 5 4 1T BB A
HEZH /N B AR BE, sSFRPs 4 AL bk g 18 1B 22 3% A sr o DA
UEHE 2 B Wnt {5 5088 2% 75 - i 15 1 v bl 0, IR
BET NP A

2.5 FERHEIME#HZTE (diabetic neuropathy pain, DNP)
B R I8 A2 — i WL AU P B0, I £ A 5 98 T,
22 9 B 0 2 W PR ™ B IR I RCRE 2 — 1Y, A0
1/3 0 PRI A8 A W R A A, TR RN T
JEE B IR 8 KO RE 0 B R PR 9 Bk BRORI R i R
. 4ENRAE % (streptozotocin, STZ) J& — et i 1%
20 JfL B B PR A 27155 3 R, T 51 R A A A AR
P, STZ A RLA 2 B T- 15400 DNP IR R I . 5k
55 KB, STZ 175 3 HURE PR K B -5 0 HR A AR L, AR
I R AR I 1R L I % P& IR 581, SC ' Wint10a i1 p-catenin
| ARIERE TS, IF B R A T TNF-a A11L-15
Tk B E T AT, X EEHE R B, Wnt10a r] fE i i
WOiE B-catenin 5 5 18 B 2 3 TNF-o AT IL-183R3K, AT
7S DNPIRAE.

26 HAMBEIAE (multiple sclerosis, MS) #8% #1432
MR 2R MR AE 2 — M R 2 RS
H B o 1 53, 80% LA b 2k PERE AL SE & % 2 K JE
R g B RS SO0 MR B B g M A BE 8
(experimental allergic encephalomyelitis, EAE) /) i &
B )2 F TR0 22 i M R A S R R 28 R, 045
HHAX IR B BE Y A2 ROE RIS B RS S . 5 MS B
AHAL, EAE /N FR A 2 I 22 1 P08 . Yuan 55451
T 2 A1 AL 5256 &% B Wnt3a. f-catenin. Wnt5a & H A7 {4
Ror2 7£ EAE /> il SDH H s 25 40, 4 A VE S Wnta £
P75 Box5 1 p-catenin $1 il) 551 05| Wk € o (indomethacin,
INDO) HEWS 22 fiff EAE /)N B OE BB (R 1) IXLELE R
PEor, Wnt it B Bl E MRS S 08 R S IO A T e AR
HEEAE AH G M R I K AR o B JUE B Wintba 2
2 28 40 B IH 7 40 1L-18 A1 TNF-o 835 11 55 352 2[R 7,
T 3 L 12 58 20 B DR 2 0 R 2B i e b i 8 90 1Y)
BRI, R, WintSa {5 5 i) B 8 e I 28 4 B A
THRIEIMZ 5 EAE /N 55 B 1 R m AL o

Table 1  Main substrates with increased expression in the model.
CCI: Chronic constriction injury; SNL: L5 spinal nerve ligation;
HIV: Human immunodeficiency virus; DNP: Diabetic neuropathic
pain; MS/EAE: Multiple sclerosis/experimental allergic encephalo-
myelitis; DRG: Dorsal root ganglion; SC: Spinal cord; SDH: Spinal
dorsal horn; Ryk: Receptor-like tyrosine kinase; NR2B: N-methyl-
D-aspartate receptor 2B; PKC: Protein kinase C; CaMK II: Calcium/
calmodulin-dependent protein kinase; CREB: cAMP-response
element binding protein; Src:Steroid receptor coactivator; TNF-a:
Tumor necrosis factor-a; IL-18: Interleukin-18; IL-14: Interleukin-
18; IL-6: Interleukin-6; BDNF: Brain-derived neurotrophic factor;
JNK: c-Jun N-terminal kinase; Fz8: Frizzled 8; Ror2: Receptor
tyrosine kinase-like orphan receptor 2

Modol Substrate
CClI Whnt3a, Wntl
Wwnt2, Wnt4
Wnt5b, Wnt8b
Ryk
p-Catenin, frizzled 4 DRG [20]
NR2B
pCaMK I, pPKC
pCREB, pSrc
TNF-a, 1L-18 SC [19]
SNL Whnt3a SsC [27]
f-Catenin
BDNF SDH
Ryk
Wntl
CCL2
HIV Whnt5a, Wnt3a SDH
Wnt4, Wnt9b
S-Catenin, Axin2
IL-18, IL-6
TNF-a
pINK, pCaMKII
Whnt3a SC [19]
Fz8
p-Catenin
DNP Wnt10a SsC [6]
S-Catenin
IL-15, TNF-a
Whnt3a, Wntba SDH [44]
p-Catenin
Ror2

Reference
[19, 22]

Region
DRG, SC

[23, 28]

[11, 12, 37]

Tumor

MS/EAE

3 NEERE

PRI B AR 2 — N B AR AR 45
ik, AL 1 AR e 4 ) WO, 4 PR 245 ] 26
25 AN TR S AR 2 25 R AN R T AR R VR T
I, H R I PR — 2R 285 2 BN GTIAR 254, SR04 289
VB — M Ve PO AT KR R B R AE R
WA N IKRF R EAS e iR mBON N HE. AR,
2 o 0 TR A TR FR) 2 SN S 3 A AL AR T ST RS T — e
BEFE, TR Wnt {55 38 B 5 1 20 A7 78 5 VB R, I
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T Wint i 8T iR 3 2 47 B Bk SORE IR T BRI
SR ik T 9B A T RX BB S Sk 2 5 i 42 R IR R A RN 4
FF, T FEL BT Wint T 44 R 52 1 B 22 i 4+ 28 0 2 1k 94 i 1)
RER . R, H AT Wit {5 5 18 2% 5 NP (1115 IR 9F 7t 48
b ZHE AT B T S SR B, M Wt
PR A ) R NI PRIE ST 259 . Bt R SR 8k 2 1R A
FEORVE P 28 BT AF B (1175 45 FE 29, Zhao S5BIRFF 72 T
PP 2451457 (spared nerve injury, SNI) #5554 /)N 55
45 5 4 22 T4 B2 (neural stem cells, NSCs) 5 Wnt/f-
catenin {5 538 % 1) ¢ &, B 7T & L SN /N ML A I F1
FI R 2 B A, P 5 NSCs £ & 98 /b, I H NSCs
w1 B-catenin A1 Axin2 &5 [ 7 & FEAIC, I8 vk S s T
(I R b3z F )z B fE e 24) Ja, IR &5 NSCs
B0, 17 H NSCs H p-catenin F1 Axin2 25 [ % ik 1 1
o, SR T AT R AN AR B TG Y AR AL, IR B, R
P YT I ik Wnt/g-catenin {5 5 18 % 18 5 45 81 45 A1 i
(V31 FH R A8 LR ST 1, 9% T Wint i 2% 5 1 28 956 £ B 1)
45 I NAT T B AT R N LA T . microRNA &4
KRB 70 AR, AR A 38 5 o 22 B PR A G . A
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