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Abstract: Ginseng is a traditional Chinese medicine known as the "king of herbs" since ancient time in China.
It was found in animal experiments that total saponins, ginsenoside monomers or glycosides from ginseng extrac-
tion all showed antidepressant effects in chronic unpredictable stress, corticosterone or lipopolysaccharide induced
depression models. Taking ginsenosides as the focus, we reviewed the antidepressive mechanisms from the
perspectives of various hypotheses, such as regulations of hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, monoamine
neurotransmitter and neuroplasticity related to the pathogenesis of depression. The mechanism, target and pharma-
codynamic targets of ginsenosides for anti-depression were summarized, in order to provide references for multi-
targets and multi-level development of new anti-depression drugs, and improvement of diagnosis and treatment of
depression from the perspective of traditional Chinese medicine and natural products.
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(hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal, HPA) ili F1 . flie S i 2
J# 7 (monoamine neurotransmitter, MA) 17555,
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Figure 1 The anti-depression mechanisms of ginsenosides. HPA:
Hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal; BDNF: Brain derived neurotrophic
factor; AS: Astrocyte; MA: Monoamine neurotransmitter; GTS:
Ginseng total saponins; Rbl: Ginsenoside Rbl; Re: Ginsenoside

Re; Rg: Ginsenoside Rg

1.1 Bid AT HPA 3 I 6E, MR M EE 5
EF gk, REMHFAKXKHHPARZS T 2 ik
25 AN RO B0 R s B AR B A o AR N 2 WA IE O O U,
P AIE £ 3 1 HPA ahct 82 V% R, FAIE 1 0 %6
HUHPA Bl 25 1 2 [l fF 7238 — 8 R R Ml &
HPA Hli (1) it FE 3% BR, 45 B b i B R TR0 B2 o
W, Al oA 53 T HPA i A B, AUR
SLEE TR N S 0 B R A R S A 11 24 B A
FH o T FARE = 2 i T HPA $ly 67 s 4 715 AL 1 B
05, P22 G A o R RO R B I AR 5 8 T R
W, AN L, FIVAICRE 2 I R R e
7% [ F (brain derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) 7K *f*
N, A B AR AR I HARAE 25 A L% 48 i BDNF
mRNA & & 5 Z(8 T 1E% A, I H &I BE & HA8E
(2R VR, BDNF mRNA 75 5 1T B 2 U8R K, 4iF
S BNDF £E FH8E ) A9 AL 2 4 o 24 AT

Liu S5 1k I 2 K BRI B2 i (corticosterone,
CORT) . H J7 i ¥ &= %27 (glucocorticoid receptor, GR)
Lk B & % AR (mineralocorticoid receptor, MR) Al
i 0 21 BDNF ff) mRNA 7K-F, #8137 A2 24 40
ASAE AL o &5 3R B0, A8 1 AN W] F300 S 38 6 J 5 1
R BRI 0 K i B O 3 T B, 5 Vi UK DR
(forced swimming test, FST) /Naf) i 5] I 2 484 i &5 AL
FEAT . Bl S I AR AR DU R B, B AR REAT I K
B ILTE HH CORT 7K1 384 11, ¥ 55 GR i 5 Sz K Bz 2
BDNF mRNA 7KV 1,28 B S5 BRI o 17 78 1) 5 0 s A5 2
PIFE B 25 T NS 2 HAK & (12.5.25.50 mg-kg™)
3N 6 R JE R, N2 21 RE B R O R
AT SO K AR FEAT 9 S AR A 4B bR A8 4k, HLBE 7R &
FHE R R . 1R NS B H M HUIARYE LS AT
RE L5 U 15 HPA Bl T 2 | $2 =1 i 1 F1 K i % /2 BDNF
mRNA 7K K.
12 BFIATAEEFSEE R R
BB HARAE A R [E B, A RIS 2 ] T
WEFE N R R0, 2 BERRAE O BB 3 IR R IR
BE R F « (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a). H /" & 15
(interleukin-1p, IL-18) K-FFh . X 2e4k N 7 R IA
(1) 24 P K] 5 ] 80T % %% 5% Rl - B (nuclear factor-«B,
NF-«B) iX — N5 5 70 118 8K, 15 T &1 (i bF e
A i 23 HORX A 22, 52 ) TR R 2R TG T B 9 SF-E, TD
IS FARRE IR 1 7= A, SV IE R A B ik 5 ) BB
IL-6 7K~ 52 25 T B0, DAL 156 B mT DLd st 9 2 4 ffg DR
T WIRTT AR SE . BT 41 MY (astrocyte, AS)
A& HHX P EE 240 (central nerve system, CNS) 1) £ 21,
B, 5CNSIERARHEMNKR, ESANMEE
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Ko DA EREAMENEENERRTRYMRE, 258
SR e as FAR, P15 N-H B -D- R & & 8 52 R (1) 1%
P, TR B SORE S LR AT . BRI IR 5 4 R T fi R A & 411
ARER G E R Z —. An%BIiE 2 8 (lipopolysac-
charide, LPS) 55 [ #1 48 % S AL AR ALY, XF N2 5
B IF (ginseng total saponins, GTS) [ $t AR AFE H #E 47
VPG, 45 LB, GTS Xf LPS ¥ SHRAT A K 52 P47
FAMAR AR TR /N 5 D o TL-181L-6 A TNF-a 1) 7K 7 &
i, HR B GTS nJ 5 2 #l i LPS Hill s BRUAR ) & 2K (7
R 2 4 . Chen S5PNE I SLIG K L, GTS N4 T
AT T R o I 25 245 5 RS ) AR AT D, e R
GTS v 1 ¥ Bz Jo Wil 75 3 0 ¥ 15 Jise o 41 4 IR 1 2 1 P
% (glial fibrillary acidic protein-positive, GFAP*) & &
B2 J5i0 4 i 4 i 5 i T A B A B, T L T DR T L
GTS %5 25 2H i3 55 GFAP 21 i 5 2 < J5E AT e A4 A 1) 4
RN G 2 2, I T B R T 4 i 4 R e 2B A
FEEUER T NS HUIAEREH .
1.3 MR REREMEIERSE ARG
R 2236 5 i b 2 D IZRE B EARBERI S R G D)
Ae S, IR ILAE 5-F2 {0 % (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT)
& MA BB D>, IR S HAH QI s ik 2 4k &
il 1) 5 A8 . He Z5EUOR A v 8OBUAH (i vk, W 5E Ifi
T F A 22 36 T S AU 7 M AE AR E A AT S
I £E FE BRG44SR, AR AE A f
EH R RS ER RS IR R O iR R B
i, T2 S50 R IE S fl A 22 368 5 ek 2D BT SUMAT 1) iR
Ut o Jiang SEINEE T2 M i AN AT 11k P4 S (chronic
unpredictable mild stress, CUMS) #5747\ FR N S35 P il
oy A e B (dammarane sapogenin, DS), & I
AR AN ER AR LG, IR DS 7T 2 SR AR AT N .
1o 21 43 B Mt i AR AR 43 B S, DSVRIT YR T i CUMS
g1 D ) 22 i —— ILIE & 2 B (dopamine,
DA). % H'F LR & (norepinephrine, NE). 2 3t T IR &5
F A A2 3 BT MR FE TR B, AT IE S5 N 2 m i 38
I PR SR A 0 38 o B R R A BT R H
2 ASmAIER A AR

NZ R TUNFEHEY) N 2 Panax ginseng C.A. Mey
. BHERHADENNREASH EEEELS . A
ZRE A UIZBER 3 NENS R RS =
RRFHORRS . RS 2324 : Rbl\Re.Rd.
Rg3; Ji N2 = E22£ 3 EH: Re.Rf\Rgl.Rg2.Rhl; 5%
BARRFE A Ro. ZHATHIE, CAH)IZHAZ LS

B DL RN S B BB TOH TR 25 R BL KA AL
GRS SR

21 ABREH HEAZEEHIEIERTH, A
2 B H % tH 30 W) S 5 UE SE A B AR B Th R .
Chen SFUAFEIE B2 22 R 25 T B N A 50 B o i 75 3 1) /)N
SRR R B, 45 T GTS AT & f# /N BR AR FEAT
N, BLAN SR T v i LT B 5T R K o ZE R 52 T
1, Dang ZE05% F FST A1 4 4% B M ¥ (chronic mild
stress, CMS) PRI & HLA PR RL, X GTS [IHTHIARYE F
BEAT TR, WSS GTS R E Ak T /N R FST i 11y
8], W T CMS K FRAE YL FR 58 T B0E 7K I 1 i 4
DA K38 B3 2 B AR A 2E e T AR I B I KA L o e Ah,
GTS L P54l T CMS 5 5 110365 B B i A 2838 )
S A1 BDNF 35 1 B, 2 W FLHTHMAR AL wT e A2
B I B v L PRl 2 3 SRR FE A BDNF R/ 21 6
22 AEEFHRgl AZEIFRgl & AS AR
gy, BE NSV 2 AWiEYE . Huang U925 T/
AR R & Rgl, K ILAE S RO R ge 4, 34N R s 4
BIReN 0 3 b FST /N BRI AN I 8] o 8 RS,
Rgl [ 3 4N 5 & 3 i i 2 Jk > K BRUE FST W A Bl st
(), 38 TrohE K O G 256 Hod K TE FE B 43 L, FEIE K 3)
VAR IS 8] o Zha ZEUSIE FEWE 4 FH 9 08 Y VK 92 56 v
K, KW T N2 B Rgl RIFMARAR AL G B HFIARFE
ITRRENE. RIS BE Rl BT/ TG
4 45 45 25 1 (CAMP-response element binding protein,
CREB) 1)1 iR 4k 7K ~F-, D42 ey BT 40052 Joi N #8278 7%
BR] - 1 22 08 R 72 AR BT RS, . Mou SR /1N Bl
CUMS #5 8Y F M g D) B A 28, a3k — 25 56 00E 43 #T Rg 1 Y
PUMARYE L, 45 B R 3 Rg 1 B8 Sk 35 B A o Ve vk B &
JE=X5 S s RN 1712 o R e (A N 1 R 7 L N
b A L9 S R K P DL A R 5T AN S K GR B E
K, ESE N2 2 Rl Al 3@ Rk 15 HPA F1 R i — 36
A&~ B %l (hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis, HPG)
R PUHIATTE 1 . Rel AE A 2k 42 K ERANAREEAT A
FIAL 85 fRRE A K Rg 1 A B A 4038 w40 J J2
STV J5T 24 e 5 90 o 4 1) Tl 4 ), X i ) % B 0 2
T E ) T REVE 1A R 1520, R W] Rl Al R & i i
PRAP AR 5T P %) B2 TR R I3 24 i 5% B 0% 2 D e R 45 Bt
AR R 07181, 4 223 SR g S FL g, L2 e Al
517 4% (basolateral amygdala, BLA) N i 28 7T 2% fiih,
for I 5% ik ] %8 % #H OC & 1 CREB A1 BDNF, 45 R 27
A2 B AF Rgl 3814 0% BLA I CREB-BDNF £ 4, ]
e B A A R4 A BTANAR VR F, e GRS AT AT
REVE S B TR AN A= 4% A 2% i A 5% X miR-134 (1) 1
U, 534b, Fan SRR I, N2 2 H Rgl W18 14 Fil kb
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HAT DLJE G g R AR 9% DR T 11 ek 5 R 0 N /N 1 44
2TV J o 4T B, 3 ) R R S 1, LAAR
CUMS #E3K BR I HARAT A

23 AZEHRbl Wang ZEPUKBLTE CUMS #IHL
R B, NS R 1FRb1 #4221 RG24 )5, KB NE.
S-HT DA %5 5 i 8 4 20 336 Joi e FLAR T 7= 4 5- 32 Jik vg
Wi Z R 17K B 2 B, TR B BTHIATE R . Liu %62
WF R ORI, 23218 M B AL BE i K SR 2 it b 3%
L B RIS 8D, B AR AT E 53 o DA R A AR I v i
H - AR H 20 A O B -2 (microtubule-associated
protein 2, MAP-2) [ 7K ~F- tH #5AK T- 5% FE4H, SR 171 £ HH
ANZ AT Rl T TR B A, B s 48 Am 35 1 T5%
FRAH, (B PO Y 2 5 vy, BN 2 24 Rb1 AT g i@ 52
Wi 0 A A% MAP-2 (3R E = A B AR E o 30
AW R, £ CUMS BX A LPS fill % 1 #01 4 CS7BL/6J
AN R R R B, 4252 Rb 1 IR IT /0N BRCE 35 346 Y ik R
2SI R AN B I TR B B 46 A, S B e
- BR R J5B 3 RN CORT & & 5 3 PRI R, Britk 2
A, w7 & 1) Rb1 Ik B V)i % 7 AR B AL /N B TNF-a
FE N T 10T 5 5 7 5 b BDNF 838K P 1 R 23,
IR 16 2% Fe N 2 51 Rb1 AT §E 5 5 1715 HPA il 28 i @
% 2 BNDF [fij K A5 HT AR 240

24 Hft Z5HEBHCER, KR O R20S)-HEAZ
i [20(S)-PPD] J&, #E47 TSTFST MR ER ) 53 5246, H
FEA T PTANARAE F S RE VT AR A . HL2& 20(8)-
PPD &b 2 (1) R ER V) B 3 20 i 9 MA 5 V) B R A 25 T
4 S AR L B B EE, AN BT IR B3
I ML 1R 7] 53k 490 1S 455 284 20 40 1) i 28 2SR A LI RE 7, I
H AT DA ) 52 WLk T) B = R 2 0 L35 rh B o P A
HITF iR, X B X 4 R G ) AR D R AR TR, 4R
71N 20(8)-PPD 1] A 9 JF A o 40T 245 49 11 2% 3k J 124
NZ B H Re3 A S E BRI, WA &G H
A e A 2 AR AP B S PUIAR SR . A
H R, TEFST M TST 1, 45 T AN 2 Re3 I/ iR
HOR B 1] B BAR T 25 A X IR 41, & Bl Rg3 56 4 i
BT ASPEAL S PN 0A T 101  BDNF {5 538 25 11
N, I H Rg3 MHTHNARAE FH AT 4 BDNF {5 538 2% 417
BT . E T, NS R Re3 I HTHIAR  5
1A 5 BDNF {5 538 #% A 02, M G I 15 ff B,
Rg3 X LPS T 2/ SR AR AT N A W 210 2 1
F, B3 7 e I Hp o R R I 37 2 AR 3L, R P
I T2 28 20 it B8] A0 i e SR BB R 1 B &, 4O Re3
AT DA R0 G2 G 51 S I 4MARFEAT N e0, BRIk A
Ab, N2 Re Al i 45K U 25 FE B IR & RE
R, WE TR T MBS S AT AEER . NS R

Rg2 Fll Rg5 7E/IN AR P AT 77 A2 — Bl AL BT AR 259 (1)
YER, 1% P B AE — 2 #2 R b2 Jd i {2 i3k g T BDNF
EREB il I I Rale S
3 4iE

FIARRE Ja 17 I B A P 5 s, RIS L 50 3R AE 3 L,
R ETHER, BRI ESE M LS — €’ P
A FRARVE A PUNAR 25 E M AL R A 2. = H
BT Ik, B BREPIE TT TIE N6 LA ARE (1 22 3L A%,
EGTHDAR 2454 ¥ 7 L 38 A7 TE 3 245 80 K VR 5
SIRER A RN Z I H S e G 25 R R 7
VA BEDINHIE AL, D SRR 2 11 2% 3 R K 1T i) B 2 AR
FIPLIMER 2o R4t T Bk . A3 B KK A.
NI B I AR ER R TR R Y. KRS
CIE B, NS B TER YT IR /7 T B A B T AL
ANZ B4 Rl & HEl 9 i 2 1 —Fi e, HA4 S
FIAR 2R FIML O 2 FhARRE, 11T 2 S A 1R Ly,
U1 Re Rg2 Fll Rg5 K5 AE H BN & 2k 3t — 20
WRI A, BARNS 21725 30D LR PR A .
NS R B sy, AT BEAT BT AR 25 R IR At
PESLIS . RO Ab, R SCER BT R I, 7R 2R 10
A, N — NS AT PUIAR IS M o SRR AT AL O
BERARR., X —Hu b, RN R, B E
55 NS A 5% 1 7 245 5 70) 5 24 5 1 e PR i 9F 72, 491 4 7
A, LA A Gz 3 R O SRR — i R
Z40c J5 PAPZ, #f i B v @ i 35 i BDNF & [ R ik, #2
e KB BT A A RE T, R/ BRRE T R 15 5 S AT A L R AR
TBITAE R 2R M SR 0BG H Bl 25 ) i 35, DA
WA b 25 77 750 82 4% (O FC AR A DA E A i # . )
B E], 5 ANSMHKRIZN, WAS-HFEM IR D .
Y B AT PRPTIAER 2590 22 % — ke $E A, A
Z: BF PR E] (0 2 B B AR K.
I, BE N2 B PUIARE RO 7T 1k — 2B iR N, AT LA
NS BH AR 78 Nl 2RI R 28 i bt
HIARAH G 254, DA N S 15 1R I7 00 55 A DG I I g
o R YE R R IIVER
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