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FEE: RULT 1998 EMIEAKFRIAR (orexin system), ELIEM A G- AL & (G-protein coupled receptors,
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Abstract: The orexin system was discovered in 1998 with two G-protein coupled receptors (GPCRS):
orexin-1 (OX;R) and orexin-2 (OX,R) receptors that bind the neuropeptides orexin-A (OX-A) and orexin-B
(OX-B). The causal link between the orexin system and obesity, anxiety, and sleep/wake disorders as a
potential therapeutic target has drawn much attention in the field of pharmaceuticals. The developments of

dual antagonism of the receptors by small molecules are clinically efficacious in the treatment of insomnia,

where the most advanced molecule suvorexant has been approved by FDA in August, 2014. The small molecule
orexin receptor antagonists (ORA) between January 2010 and August 2017 are summarized in this review and
we focus on their chemical structures, mechanism and human clinical trials.
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M R . 2014 4F 8 7§ 13 H, £ FDA It
HEBR 70 A | WF R B9 IR B AR (suvorexant, T A 44
Belsomra) T iA97 RIRAED, oA — A B
F & Ak & 2 k45 PL 7 (orexin receptor antagonist,
ORA). 75k A I AR FH 1) B 22 0 SUAE T8 — b
LITH TR R0, 2B A4 A & &5 e
SRR LA T,
1 BEREFRRNLIMAMERINGE

FLYE 1998 4F, Sakurai 259 de Lecea %943 7 g
SERILT BEREIR R (orexin system), %Ak R AE 5L
WA R RAT N, B ER. ZEREEN
A G-HE FRER Sz B AkER-1 524K (orexin-1 receptor,
OX;R) FIEEHLEK-2 %4k (orexin-2 receptor, OXR),
DAL P AP 222328 o1 IR IBh 7 AR -A (orexin A,
OX-A) FI&#E-B (orexin B, OX-B). AL i
RN ) OX-A F1 OX-B 7= 4T F Ffili 6 £z, OX-A
e A 33 MEER T I Z K, Gets LLIR R 98 BE
7 OX1R AT OX,R; 1 OX-B & HA 28 NI 741
2k, W e DL SRR B R VEHLBOE  OXOR, X
PR ZIRE A F A RS (central nervous
system, CNS) #4712 %Kik Lin ZPESz, OX,R 1)
RE 13 2k 55 W BB 2 [A) A5 A6 6 SRR &R, A AATT XS 2k
AE A9 DA T B R 3% L O U B 0E 2 R, R R IR 2
— B . S 2 AT R, BER AR R I
J1i JHEAR . R BAR. R0, HEREL R UL
FEZAFET, SRR RTZ AT HAY
N, e B S A DLz Ak R AR N EE
MR 2PN AT e . BRI N ORFRIE I, 4R
H—MNg ¥ 259, Refs e 1 BHWr A= A&
R ARG, BUnT DS A PRk N BERRARAS, 7T
T R97 RARFIREIR Z 8L . SRR ZARHPUT (ORA)
P& A, PRIk At L e A,
2 BREZHEMTIMRER

T &8 E OX-A 1 OX-B 4Bt M &6k & %
& OX 1R Al OX,R, BHMEA 0 B AR ER S M Fis Bt i) B i
FMN—IFEEEE D AR — R RNEFEEREZ
RAEFLH (R SORAS)™M™, Z K35 i HIxt & 8k K 24k
OX:R F1 OX R SEA ) BA BEER, 51 —RW N
MR ZAREH (A1 DORAS)M™, X 245 Hi 7
SRR AR OX4R Il OX,R A H RMUIER 11, A
HA BN

TR 1) 558 SRR Tk S Y B 2 AR s
PRI, 3 I FH el B 97T (high-throughput
screening, HTS) HioR, ik % 6 soAg sk il e A [ i

B O SR AT R A 1 B KR AT B R I T 04l
PO B TR 3 4 P TS 1 — P 1Cs0 K BK
PKg R MR 250 B AR 3 2RISR AT ) (4R A
STECIE S G ATy, K R pK R 2 SR
77), PP Hoh — R AR R 2R SR AN TR
F B —HBAREZRNEM S 20 UL BRI 5%
Folt 52 00 25 W sk B Rk R M R R RS PN Rz
N B R R SRS P
21 EEMAENEZTAHFERT (SORAS) MRiHE
211 ZEEME|MNE-1I THEFEMF (1-SORAS)
1-SORAs 405 BERZ 2540 - AL AR ek iR (] 1,
1~5) MY (A 1,9~12).
B2 AE (GSK) [ Smart Fl Porter 251
AR IEMR IR AL &Y 1B 1-SORAS, Jutl2fk
HY) 1 (SB-334867, #iil N2 —1 1-SORAS), HJif
iof if A% 57 B, % OX4R HISE A1 138 (Ki=28 nmol L™,
% OX,R ) Ki=1704 nmol -L %), &/ 1 8= 1R
AR EE, PR 5-REAEZA (5-HT) TR
(5-HT2s 1 5-HT,) tHEAHBRIIZEF T (pKi 43 7
N 8.6 Al 7.6), H'5 OX,R HI4s& B AWM, fEs
b SRR RIVB AT R, B U 0 AR AR
H, S8 G, B 1 EERERAGE N
AT, 124 O I 200 ke EH 11F A3 L
4. Porter 215 R LA 2 (SB-408124) 1 3
(SB-410220) HA RIFr O RAEDFIHE, 3 OX4R
HARSEMIEA S (K {5335 F) 22 F1 8.7 nmol -L 7).
Perrey SMER TILEY 1 M— R 512K, ¥R
KAW AR, L 2,4 B REE B 1K)
2- LR IF RN R, nTERMS S 1 AL A A 1 .
Langmead 51818 Vi 1 3 F RIS B 42 4k
) 6 (SB-674042), X} OXR AARHEMIZEAM S (K =
5.33 nmol-L "), HEAMEHIYE EHEEFHEE
Mo AL, XEE N 6 WAL K R S5 i T d
BET U EC IR EE A OXqR I HE FTUEHE, AT S B Ak
AR PO U B SE A AT S IR T S 8 . Bk
56 (Merck) A7 Kuduk 241 T 260 24 4,4-—
AR E It e A &0, Ihifie i 8 5 OXR A
IRBRAISEAE, HXt OX4R ) 1Cs K% 1.3 nmol-L™*
(5 OX2R ] 1Csp=512 nmol -L ™), A H ik NIRRT 5T .
BTN Koberstein 2P0 1 H AT P H ¥k 3=
SR G YR —RM B E B A ER-1 2k
(OX4R) #EHLA, TG 9% OX4R 1 1Cs=119
nmol-L Y, %} OX,R i 1Cso = 8 152 nmol-L %, kM
2SS IS, HAAEY) 10 X OX4R 1 1Cs K&
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o NJLN X NJ‘LN ™ F NJ\N x F NJJ\N =
H H | H H H H H
N F

1 (SB-334867)
OX,R: K; =28 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K; = 1704 nmol-L"!

2 (SB-408124) F
OX,R: K; =22 nmol-L"!

I\:le
e o #N ] o F
I A F NI~/
N H N N Z 3
Me 2 N:{
Me

5 6 (SB-674042)
OX,R: Kpz = 64.32 nmol-L"! OX,R: K;=5.33 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K = 2410 nmol-L"! OX,R: K; =129 nmol-L"!

MeO ! o MeO o
MeO N\)L NH MeO ] N\)LNH
MeO l MeO l ©)
MeO >7O
10
OX,R: IC5y =17 nmol-L"!

9
OX,R: [C5o= 119 nmol-L"!
OX,R: [Cso= 8152 nmol-L"!

OX,R: K; = 1405 nmol-L"!

MeO O o MeO ‘ o
F3CAO§)Q\/[LNH MeO N HJ\
MeO (ﬁ) MeO O
MeO O ]N’ MeO
11

OX,R: IC55> 10000 nmol-L™!

3 (SB-410220) 4
OX,R: K; =8.7 nmol-L"! OX,R: K =47.11 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K; = 503 nmol-L"! OX,R: K = 3892 nmol-L"!

L L
0 = N, O N7
OMe x
F

7 (GSK-1059865) 8
OX,R: K= 1.6 nmol-L"! OX;R: ICsy = 1.3 nmol-L™!
OX,R: K= 126 nmol-L"! OX,R: ICs0= 512 nmol-L"!

12 (ACT-335827)
OX,R: IC5y = 6 nmol-L"!
OX,R: [C55=417 nmol-L"!

OX,R: IC55 = 8.5 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC55> 10000 nmol-L"!

Figurel Chemical structures of selective orexin receptor-1 antagonists (1-SORAS)

17 nmol -L ™%, T %+ OX,R ) 1Csp AT+ 10000 nmol -L 7%,
—MNEWILFEN 1-SORA. L AT %M (Actelion) 2
7 Steiner 25EPUAE ERHE T ML ERTE] T OREY
) 12 (ACT-335827), i % K B 14 24 BT 70 30E 52,
12 ATPLEFEMEHAT OX4R 454 (4 OX4R [f) 1Cs =
6 nmol-L™", %} OX,R ] 1Cso=417 nmol -L ™Y, 1H 12 JF:
ARG HIRIER, i 2A BT 2 KRR LT
AR REREAR, & —FhIEE G- I EE ).

HBIHAA L, ERAIEFEERRE-1 20
LA 24 i i
212 EEMAERE-2 IHEMF (2-SORAs)
%} 1-SORAs 1fj &, 2-SORAs I 7T b #k, w4k
(I&J)~ B w1 3 o A o S5 1) 24 A ) AE At 40 4] S A
JEIT 2-SORAS I 7T

H A Banyu #2545 BR 24 7 Hirose 25133 i i
BIFIERA, KM THE - MERERRER-2 ZhH
A 13, 13 HA WUE M E 4L, X OX,R HISEA )
& OX4R ) 250 % . W i F& ke /A 7] Aissaoui 25123 % 3
H R BRI B AT E Y 14 % OX,R ) 1C5o=2 nmol -L 7,
T X% OX R i) 1Cs0>10000 nmol -L %, 1 14 & —Fh
SRL 2-SORA . 2004 4E, 384 /4 7 McAtee 2244 1k

T— 5 1,3-“HARIRENEY, NhimiE Bt &
15 (INJ-1037049), *F OX,R I35 A1 17/ OX4R ) 600
%, A5 2-SORAs, H A Takeda A 7] Fujimoto
i [2803 iof el B R SRS A A 17, JELL Hammet
op N TR S 4L, UL Hansch « {E 91 il 5 2800
ZH, W T-AATEME, SIS R, ST —
RAVEH AR ERNEGY, ik KMLEY
18 IR TF5, X OX,R 4 Gk 1 2 OX4R 1) 100
Z A%, ARANE A SEER B FEAIE SE 18 B IR I KAk
AR PEAI COIRRI A B, R T 5 N -CHF, L
P, Merck A7 Wager 251219 Vo B34 45 4 5] A
2-SORA e ih& per, RG4S WIIRIRIENT A 19,
&Y 19 BERS T2 EEREEKEmME, &E
B2 HA AR IR R IREIA S5, o OXoR 45 &
M E ST OX4R; % Wager SR TIEH A,
Fujimoto 527t & il 1 — 2 51 3 T IR i 25 44 (K 407
AW, IR TEIE SR A 20, X OX,R 45 A
Pt & OX4R 1 450 1% .

Merck 2 @ W5t A 52 Mercer 1284 1% 7 — 751
25- e T MR R EY), IHFIRABET 1%k
e EWE R 2-SORAS KR &, H&W) 21 [l 55
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H, Y7 2 0.07 nmol Lk 7 LS 31 OX,R, %t OX,R
e IE L OXR 1) 1378 fi; A AL E I, 21 A
K B SR B AR 9T B A A B (O
REPEFEHN 2.1 h, KEN 0.9 h) LU 2R AR
AR R 5RO IRAED R %R 37%, KRA
55%); K i BEARASE L AFF TR SE, DRI &) 21 fEf
O K R B 5 44, ARG V2 R HIR I 1) - Roeckeer
F Mercer S AH4RIRTFJE 1 T BERZ KA W) 22 (MK-
1064) 1701 23 (MK-3697)1. {51 22 FATHLF )
FUIRAEVIRI 2, a8 dn OXoR, (HATFEA TR &
H AR 40 i th 25 P450-3A4 i (CYP3A4).

Raheem #PUA T Z BUR FHEIRIEBER L &1 24
(PE-6), Xf OX,R MIZEAIKEMSE 0.6 nmol-L Y, &

ST
’S‘N N N

“COT ’
F o}
N_ - =
= |
MeO \fI/\H | ~ N
0 _N
OMe
1

4
OX,R: ICsy > 10000 nmol-L™!
OX,R: ICsp= 2 nmol-L!

13
OX;R: ICsq > 10000 nmol-L™!
O0X;R: IC55 =40 nmol-L"!

) o]
HscO\C(:‘“ N)‘Q\CI
o)

17

OXR: ICs = 2600 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC5p= 74 nmol-L"!

18
OX,R: 1C5, = 3000 nmol-L!
OX,R: IC5y =27 nmol-L"!

cl
v
cl o
NT N
] B
N
21

OX,R: K; = 94.5 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K;=0.07 nmol-L"!

{ 1(1
s (o]
w T CN

25 (MK-8133)
OX;R: ICsy = 4900 nmol-L™!
OX;,R: [C5y= 28 nmol-L"!

22 (MK-1064)
OX,R: ICs55= 1789 nmol-L"!
OX,R: ICs0= 18 nmol-L"!

F
)L &
S
N T
(A
S
26 (LSN2424100)

OXR: K;=1393 nmol-L™!
OX,R: K;=4.5 nmol-L"!

OXR 1) 1600 fir, Z5AX3h /10 5t s H ik — & 7l &
(30 mg-kg™) 24, PR, 24U FE AN Py AT
KB RAE, T 5k 35 BRI O B BRI () 75 I 8], 3860
Jep iR s (NREM) AIEREIRZ) (REM) HEAR A E]

545 /A W) Bonaventure 261334 5 T B WU,
R SE A AL & 27 (INJ-42847922), & —Fhid 3L
2-SORA. KB FIH— & /& (30 mg-kg™) 27, fig
TG I A B R, 7E 1 h 2GR I B A, O
16 4 h PR TR, 24 h 5g SRR O, ] 5 4E
K NREM HEARI (6], % REM $2mEh, BA IR
FES1. B 2 5125 H 2-SORAS Ik 24544

H1 1-SORAs —#%, FIHAI AL, L&A 2-SORAS
25t

Br o O\A | h‘j’h{
NJJ\N 0 = S/LN
Br 2 H o]
0
15 (JNJ-1037049) 16
OX,R: K; = 1644 nmol-L"! OX/R: pK;=6.1
OX,R: K;= 6 nmol-L"! OX;R:pK;=838

F
0 Lo
00 QN%—OPJ
0=d O=s.

=0 S<0
19 : a‘
K MeO OMe
OX,R: ICs5y = 4500 nmol-L 20

OX5R: IC55= 34 nmol-L"! OX,R: ICs5q = 1500 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC55= 3.3 nmol-L"!

|N\‘ OMe HyCo.
-
OMe NeAo
N. O
NN =
" <
23 (MK-3697) E
OX,R: K; = 3600 nmol-L"! 24 (PE-6) |
OX,R: K: = 1.1 nmol-L"! OX,R: K; =965 nmol-L”
20%: b .

OX,R: K;= 0.6 nmol-L"!

cl
F CH N™ ™% 7
N=( )'\./I 0 N‘/\:Tfil
Me” “NZ N7\ N
N-N N N N
(//N 0] N K__/
CH, "CH
27 (JNJ-42847922) 28

hOX,R: pK;=6.1
hOX,R: pK;=8.0

OX;R: ICs; > 10000 nmol-L™!
OX,R: IC5y= 48 nmol-L"!

Figure2 Chemical structures of selective orexin receptor-2 antagonists (2-SORAS)
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22 WEBMEZHRET (DORAs) fiREHtR
ME R Z AR LA T s, kR AR
ZARFEHLH (SORAS) M1 XU H £ Ak & 52 4 15 471 7
(DORAS) Z 5 it \ARAT B, 1R Z il 24 B Sk Rl I fe
T SORAs 1 DORAs Tl 4t . 2014 4E 8 i, £ FDA
fLHE T Merck AR IMIKTE A (29, MK-4305,
suvorexant)® 3 T, SO — A TR T RIRAER
BRI HIRFEAELGHEEH LET
DORAs, Fi% misr % (25 A) ANBEER-2 2k
(hOX,R) 5 75 K 75 A 45 4 (1 8 11 o A 225 44 figt e 59,
NFEE—RIEW I B —F WG A AR REE,
{8 DORAS HJHF 5T 1E N 3 42 I 48
221 DORAs fizfaist H1E 2001 4F, L FizekE
2l AT C AT T B AR AR B2, Sk
S5 9% IR Ak 5 300 AN H G R Bk 1k e Ak &5 3157
A {EH DORAs, i3 M35 K B BERR 4544 . 2007 4,
ZAE TAE N G038 G vy I8 07 3% B AR R R 2556 R A
TR VA SR i A4 32 (ACT-078573, HER
4, almorexant)®¥, & —Fh+ /375 DORA, i
OX:R 1 OX,R JU-F B A [F S5 2 (45 HU R RE, XK
BURTEE A R AR P S B i F R B, 32 Re i NTE IR
NG SRR ) B [B] I Y2 2 S REM Il NREM i
AR I RREEI ) 56T DL b sh#psias g 1, 32 4 FH T2k
MR G, HENIGR | BARF AL, X2 NPk B3
—NHENIGIRWT 7L H) DORA, 6 4 S &R 1R
200 mg 32, MH4KETME] 47 A5 32 FHOCHIARS ™
Y, TRAEDFI RN 1%, H RS~ A
BB AT R, I RHE O . Sifferlen 509
&) 32 AT BT, 5390 51 N IR IR RTIK A EA
PRI A 33 A1 34, LA A BESLIG R B, 33 F1 34
1)@ T 58 DORAs, BB K FIEIRSS 1. %0 7T
AN A AR T R T I b -2- 2R Ak A 351,
AN FRUESE 35 s — i DORAs, X OX R Al
OX,R (1] 1Cs B4 % 10 nmol-L * BLF . %2 & William
SN2 i TR A Y 37, KRR MR IR AR AL ST AE S, AN
TMRTE AR, 37 A SRR (F OX4R A
1.1 min, OX,R A 5.4 min), # 100 mg-kg * [ iRk 7 &
T, 37 Ag 48 i NREM F1 REM HEARET /], LAk RE
SR REEM Y.
BRI A RIS TR T T R P A
fl4k & 3813 (SB-649868) . K Fi 24 H Sz B, 38
HA RS0 2R (45 A M 8RN A 25 1039 K i 66 77,
WIS (0.6 h), CTRAEMIFIHI %5, 78 10 mg-kg ™
FIEN, e E BN E NREM F1 REM REAR S 7],

XA AL 38 JENIG AR FL . — 2R AR SR & 1
SeaG R, 38 78 AR AR A A 8 A, Hoh—A
U= 2 5 K Gk 39 h, i T RFZG 38 £E N
NS (5 h), B 55— Rl AR = B A B
smEEPE, HIGRET b a s . k&9 38 F 32 [Fir
B FARAL, X U B 254K ) S SULE T R R
5 A

F 4 Eisai A7 Yoshida 234 5 7 — R 513 T
1,2- A HARIR P BE 5 4Ltk &4, Sl ik KB 41
1 42 FT{Ey DORAs, HH 41 %F OX4R Hil OX,R
Ki #J°4 7.2 nmol-L™, B fi% 3 nl G i i & 4 1F FH 4
S EMERZRMNE AR S, 42 RFHIED, 1
30 A1 100 mg-kg * I RFIE T, 42 fE 35 190k R
NREM HERRIS (8], {HXF REM BRI & 3% f2mi . 8t
TR RRF, Yoshida %%t 42 #—B44k, SIA
WAE M AN-F 57, 3RS 43 (E2006) . A1 42 HHEL,
43 BAT N TE 1 23R 8h S bR, KRR AR S 56
W W, 7E 30 F1 100 mg-kg * 1 IRFIE T, 43 e i
Z 1) NREM 1 REM BEAR I IR], 5o oK B, B RS 445 A4 £
MEEE AR, HAT 43 NIRRT B . Taisho
25\l 23 7] Suzuki S T Ak A4 44 (TASP0428980),
BN 1T R o, 44 DURAEV R R, K
RIS S0, RAURE, MM (1.2~14 h), F
3mg-kg ' CRFE TS, BERN M3 NREM A REM fiE
MR R IR, A — AN R 0 75 B 00 SR £ AR K 32 1 35 Pl
(DORA), HEHEANIGKHTT. B 3 %251 DORAs
A2 S5 44
222 PHRBEMMAREIE  Bow A F M 2005 FA
A DORAs 7T, #rikE4E (29, MK-4305, suvorexant)
1) b7 5y DORAS fF 72 45038 ) i o i . 2R s i
VH A el i (HT'S) BARIRAFWRE Bk 21k &
W 461 46 RETRALHE BT OX,R Fl OX,R, {H A3,
VR, RE ST BV T JF % 47 4
FAF K SRR IR 72147, | T JL 254030 1 2 0 A1
ARG TEER, BER N SRR ENE BAR SR, BAR
/bbb BLEE P RS BT R AR B, &t 2 ek
5, T REA 14 ZEH PRSI &) 48, 1E
100 mg-kg * FIRFIE T, 48 At 55 35 ik i NREM
A REM BERR A [ (481 H 34 5 R R 254030 1 232 6 hris
AN B RAFE T AR T . JEI 48 B X-ray B ATH 45
FUR I, FEEm b A 55 5 B 2 [AAELE - HEAR
TER, f#13 48 REU T U-BUMI R, 5L 2R ZM
G MBI R (RE AR R), ¥ UhHEdl 48
R BR R B2 AR 45 A I A 7T Rt SR U-ZR g 5149,
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Cl

N 0 N
Sy A M
o]
S
Me
Me

29 (MK-4305, Suvorexant)
OX,R: ICsy = 50 nmol-L"!
OX,R: ICsy = 56 nmol-L"!

o}
N f NHMe

33
OXR: IC5y = 40 nmol-L"!
OX,R: [C55 =9 nmol-L!

Me

A
L=
o}
Meo’©/ OJ

OMe
37

OX;R: ICso= 11 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC5p= 6.6 nmol-L!

OX,R: K;=7.2 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K;=7.9 nmol-L"!

MeO

MeO

CF3 O MeO.
N
N N
N
HaCom “\g
30
Lf N’\ o)
NHMe

N_L
cl

CF3 34

OXR: ICso = 30 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC5y =9 nmol-L"!

N
Me—¢ T ©
S

F
38 (SB-649868)
0X|R: ]JKi =94
OX,R: pK;=9.5

o} N
MeO@ a

MeO CN
42

OX,R: K; =106 nmol-L"!
OX,R: K= 5.0 nmol-L!

35
OX,R: ICsy = 4 nmol-L"!
OX,R: IC55 =9 nmol-L"!

OX,R: IC5y = 2.0 nmol-L"!
OX,R: [C59= 2.0 nmol-L"!

43 (E2006, Lemborexant)
OX,R: K; =6 nmol-L"'
OX,R: K; =3 nmol-L"!

@jo

CH
D\ o N-N ’ e |O 2
fr | CH N
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Figure3 Chemical structures of dual orexin receptor antagonists (DORAYS)
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Figure5 Examples of pharmacology switching between 1-SORAs and DORASs
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Figure9 Chemical structures of orexin receptor antagonists (ORAS) entered human clinical trials

Table1l Orexin receptor antagonists (ORAS) entered human clinical trials

Company Type Name (or No.) Human clinical trial

Actelion DORA Almorexant Entered phase 11 clinical trial(interrupted in 2011)
DORA ACT-462206 Entered phase | clinical trial in 2014

GSK DORA SB-649868 Entered phase |1 clinical trial(interrupted in 2011)

Merck DORA Suvorexant FDA approval in Aug. 2014
DORA Filorexant Entered phase 1 clinical trial(interrupted in 2015)
2-SORA MK-1064 Entered phase | clinical trial in 2014
2-SORA MK-3697 Entered phase | clinical trial in 2016

Eisai DORA Lemborexant Entered phase I11 clinical trial in 2016

Janssen 2-SORA MIN-202 (JNJ-42847922) Entered phase 1 clinical trial in 2015

Idorsia DORA ACT-541468 Entered phase 1 clinical trial in 2017
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