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Abstract: Vascular endothelial growth factor receptor (VEGFR-2), a member of the super family of protein
tyrosine kinase receptors, plays a vital role in the regulation of tumor metastasis and angiogenesis. Several
VEGFR-2 inhibitors have been marketed as antitumor drugs and a range of inhibitors are undergoing clinical or
preclinical studies. According to the principle of multi-targeted pharmacolgy, in the field of tumor treatment,
nonselective drugs targeting on more than one kinase to inhibit different cell pathways can be more effective than
drugs specific for one kinase. Multi-target treatment does not mean abandonment of selectivity, but a precise
selectivity for several kinases related to tumor, which is also a big challenge in the development of small
molecular antitumor drugs. This paper reviews briefly the advances in research of the VEGFR-2 inhibitors
and selectivity strategy in recent years.
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Figure 1 The dimerization of VEGFR-2 and its signal trans-
duction pathway
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Figure 2 The binding regions between VEGFR-2 inhibitor and
VEGFR-2
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Figure 3 The crystal structures of VEGFR-2 complexed with
various VEGFR-2 inhibitors

2.1 1 EHEHIHIF  ALEY) 1 (sunitinib, & 1) H
Pfizer A ® T %, H*t VEGFR-2 f] ICso >4 9 nmol-L ™",
2 LY () 1SS BRER I  7), 2006 4F B FDA it #1677 B

¥ e R A 9, BB A IR TR A A 2R PR i 19 4
HHIirE . 4b&%) 2 (vandetanib) i AstraZeneca Jf
K, % VEGFR-2 [#] ICso A 40 nmol-L™", 7 2011 4E
FDA #tdE T 97 W BN & & F AR 0 s 5 HOIR
fsE2, fbA% 3 (anlotinib) J&—Ff [k VEGFR
FOHIFR, VLR IE KRS &, fEIRIR /I JHEEAT
RS H i iR . IR 11 586 7 I B AR
A (NSCLC). e HEC A 2 e 0] R i
BERE I AT 30 B Al ). iR B8 9, anlotinib AEHS
S P SE K BUIR IR R 12.8 M AR a4
(cediranib) Hi AstraZeneca /A ®] &k, HXF VEGFR-2
f) ICso A 4 nmol-L™'. 2010 4£ 3 H 8 H, AstraZeneca
‘B AR cediranib 7E45 B 7GR 1T R . L& 5
(nintedanib) H Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH
& Co.A#|F K, /24t % VEGFR. PDGFR il FGFR
)2 58 S AMAI ). ot VEGFR-1. -2 K-3 ) 1Cso 20
WL 104, 5 &% 5 nmol-L ™' 24, RG24 52 W LA 4t
KR M G e & 6 S H IS (] . FDA T 2014 4F
10 H 15 H#t#E T nintedanib X T-45 & Pk Al 27 4E 4k
(idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis) HI¥IT. L&Y 6
(semaxinib) Hi Sugen A& H &, X VEGFR-2 1] ICs
4 10 nmol-L ™', Semaxinib X} VEGF Frifk i fr) A\ 25
K P B 20 T R AT AR IR R, B R e S A i
[ ICso >} 40 nmol-L™", TiX} FGF FT# it i) N\ i e
ik P9 Bz ZH LR 1Cs0 2 50 pmol-L !, —FAHZET 1000
Z 1% . tL&%Y) 7 i Bristol-Myers Squibb J &, L&
Y%} VEGFR-1. VEGFR-2 fll FGFR-1 #}4 — & [l
HIAE o % T8 i iR RO A 09 N R it A 2. H3396
A L2987 BA AW I RN ENE . HI i STES
BN 7 5 F0 B 5T 5 TH RIS, 1) 4 K
Z o AR MG N HE B R T H AT 25 BMS-582664
(brivanib alaninate, L&) 8)[26], NEY T B 2
fit 5 ] AR RO BE SE A% $2 . Brivanib alaninate H A 3E
WAL, R B B M hUm e, I
T i iR BR RS 0 N S B B Y 12987126271,

2.2 HFE T AHEHNHEI LS 9 (lenvatinib, P
mh#: Lenvima, % 2) H3EE FDA T 2015 bt H
TBITIRZEIE B HUIR I (DTC) 8%, &R T1E
F2 52 TR VE R T S5 B AT B AL R PR U v
PIR) [ . Lenvatinib A& —Fh 2 88 S 40175, 1FH
T VEGFR-2. -3 ] ICso 435y 4. 5.2 nmol-L™", 1EH
+ VEGFR-2. -3 WAEH T FGFR1 1 PDGFRa/B 1
5 10 %5 /54 - Lenvatinib A RG] L& 4R Ak, &
Z | VEGF/KDR F SCF/Kit {55 il # . Lenvatinib
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43 54E H T i VEGF Il VEGE-C H3# /) HUVECs, fig
A 33| VEGFR-2 Fl VEGFR-3 #f2 1k, 1Cso 43510
0.83 11 0.36 nmol-L " ¥, & 58 7~ 1 1 pmol-L ™"
] Lenvatinib @i #1H] FGFR Al PDGFR {5 5 il %, M
T BF S5 0 1) 40 S A AR 4k &4 10 (lucitanib)
S FH R B RL A B b 25 Wi 9T BT SR LA A, X
(038 L TIE A /N PR g /N B e L L e 5,
FLIA B A2 2 0 4 ), X 3 FE R VEGFR
(VEGFR-1. -2. -3), FGFR2. CSFIR (c-FMS). FGFR1

S HAT ) B . Lucitanib 1F 78 #E4T LT B PRAIF 4T
w1, Lucitanib i & ik A 52 40 2 ) ICs0 >~ 1.00 nmol-L ™",
7ERE/KF L, % VEGFR-1 (Flt-1). VEGFR-3 (FLT4).
FGFR1 ] ICs0 23 %4 0.162 pmol-L™'.34.58 nmol-L™,
%} VEGFR-2 (FLK-1/KDR) ] IC5y<30 nmol-L " %732,
WEY) 11 (fruquintinib) & —Fh BN TG,
HAEE M H VEGFR. H i e A 72 I R AT ST,
V67 o S e B B R Ve 25 B W, T B IR 3K
IS HEEAT T AR/ NG M it VA 9T - Fruquintinib F1F A

Table 1 Type I inhibitors
Entry Chemical structure Name/Organization Targets & activity values Development status
o) N—
—
L VEGFR-2 i
1 i\ H Sunitinib/Pfizer . Launched in 2006
N 1Csp= 9 nmol-L
F N
H 0
Br
L Vandetanib/ VEGFR-2
o sy F o Launched in 2011
2 | )N AstraZeneca 1C50=40 nmol-L ! aunched in 20
o N7
N
o Q Anlotinib/ FGFRI1, VEGFR-1, -2, -3
ik > »72, -3
3 /om Jiangsu Zhengda Sunny 1C50=20, 4, 45, 1 nmol -L™"' Phase I/l
N/
Cediranib/ VEGFR-2
4 _ Failed in Ph 111
AstraZeneca 1C50=4 nmol-L ! atled in Fhase
Nintedanib/ VEGFR-1, -2, -3, FGFR-1,
5 Boehringer Ingelheim PDGFRa Launched in 2014
Pharma GmbH & Co. ICs¢=104, 5, 5, 38, 18 nmol -L ™"
) VEGFR-2
6 ! OH Semaxinib/Sugen 1Csy=10 nmol -L"! Phase II
N
H
/)
N % F
VEGFR-1, -2, FGFR-2, 3
Bristol-M Squibb 7 s Ph
7 o OH ristol-Vyers Squi 1C50=9, 27, 32, 52 nmol -L”! ase I
N= =
s N0
.
N F
8 o Brivanib alaninate/ FGFR-2, VEGFR-2 Phase 111

Bristol-Myers Squibb

IC50=0.7-10, =10 pmol-L™"
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Table 2 Novel type I inhibitors

Entry Chemical structure

Name/Organization

Targets & activity value Development status

LYY
o] Cl

VEGFR-2, -3

0 S .
9 Lenvatinib/Eisai ICso=4, 5.2 nmol -L”! Launched in 2015
HaN 3
~o N
H
Ox N
Lucitanib/ VEGFR-1, -2, -3, FGFRI
10 o Shanghai Institute IC50=0.162 pmol-L™", Phase [/l
_o P of Materia Medica <30, 34, 58 nmol Lt
<o N |
MNH2
oy R
o
A s
Fruquintinib/ VEGFR-2
n o0 0 Hutchison MediPharma 1Cso=1 nmol-L" Phase [II
/O =N
N e
N
0=8=0
Pazopanib/GSK VEGFR-2 Launched in 2009

ICs50=30 nmol L™

VEGFR-1, -2
13 Axitinib/Pfizer ICso=0.100 nmol-L ", Launched in 2012
41 £33 pmol-L™"
P2 [F I 40 VEGFR-1. -2, -3. HI7aie s, H A FENEDL T 1T RN Sunitinib 14 T 283

B iEUMR . LAY 12 (pazopanib) H GSK
ANFTFR, HA VEGFR-2 ] 1Cso 4 30 nmol-L™', #£
2009 4 FDA i Ty ™. e
13 (axitinib, BTPEEJE) B Pfizer FFARWHE, 7%
4 Inlyta. Axitinib T 2012 £ 1 H 27 H# FDA Itk
i, T HARTFBOA YT BRI B E (renal cell
carcinoma, RCC). Axitinib 5 Pfizer K5 — Pl Y
FJEEJE (sunitinib) 28ML, Axitinib 2 £ 40 fHEE R
T % g ) ), mT RAHI ] 3 A% X VEGFR
(VEGFR-1. -2, -3). PDGFR Al c-Kitt., Hii%z4
Bt ok (3 S UE A B PR LR o TR P9 o W R . 2
TEAEIR R RESE MOS8 . AT 21 e . B HOR IR K
IR S AE/ NI (NSCLC)- Sk RN S50 Jeg i
BAEERR. ARG B (B . B,
R G B 20 R B AP TIR L K T R o
2.3 11 EHEGINFEIF LS 14 (sorafenib, # 3)
H Bayer A#JF A&, HX VEGFR-2 f] ICs, A 90
nmol-L™'. Sorafenib J& MR 1T S BEEIHIF,
FDA #it#e T 7 B 00, 8K sunitinib (16
G4 1) 5 sorafenib FEAT X, B T S BB ) 741

BEADHIRI A S 113 Mg m 73 Mg A,

sorafenib 1E4 11 FRPEFHIHIFE K5 113 g4
[ 35 Pk 45 07, 4k 4% 15 (regorafenib, Stivarga®)
J& B Bayer 135 [E A= 5 25 A "I BCA FF R, —Flopi Y
) 22 WA R 7, od I ] 22 P R R AR K
JRR, S TR AR R PR I R AE P B
*f VEGFR-1. VEGFR-3. PDGFRj. FGFRI1 #1 Tie-2
L% 945 ) 800 FE DR Kit. RET A B-Raf [ ICs
HOAL T B AR B G EE SRR BE AP, 2012 429 H 27
H, FDA #ti#E T HARZY) regorafenib H T iA97 BEAE
F 20 B DL R WE L B R R ST R D B
MA6I7 . $L VEGF JA77, LARPL EGFR HIT %
45 E R (CRC) M. 2013 4E 2 /] 28 H FDA it
regorafenib 17 H TR 4T e i 20t 1 5 % JE A&7
JE B JRVRTT I R e B R A, DA R TR ) R ER
FERS ML S IpiE A B (GIST) B . IWRFTAT L C 2
WEBA regorafenib fE % 01 il 75 b I 87 A ML R A2 CRT
I AR A B AR B LR I3 A ) VEGF
ARV o e A LR S0 AR A B,
}& Kit Al PDGFR, £ GIST HI&k4ME K it bt
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Table 3 Type Il inhibitors

Entry Chemical structure

Name/Organization

Targets & activity value Development status
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F
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s cl o (8] | o H/
F NJJ\N =N
£l H H
H H
oria
o 0 E
-

16 o

_0 : K
~o N
o 4y on
N, _N_ _N
T F o
0 |=

17 O
\0 P N/
H H
F = | N N | o
o T o 0 P £
18 0 : Jj'“*
(\NMO =

- N
19 Hwﬂo \_

Cl a
o
VAN
20 (_<{\ .f.'r}_Ng
= N—N
& 2 (x %’
N L =

Sorafenib/ VEGFR-2
_ L hed in 2005
Bayer IC50=90 nmol L™ aunched i
Regorafenib/ VEGFR-2 .
_ L hed in 2013
Bayer & Biotech I1Cs50=4 nmol-L ! aunched n

Cabozantinib/ VEGFR-2
_ L hed in 201
Exelixis ICs0=3 nmol-L™" aunched in 2013
VEGFR-1, -2, -3, EphB2,
. . PDGFR-a, PDGFR-,
T
ivozanib/ cKit, Tie Phase III
Astellas
IC50=30, 6.5, 15, 224, 40
49,78, 78 nmol -L™"
Foretinib VEGFR-1, -2, -3, MET
oretini
.. 1C50=0.8, 6.8, 2.8, 0.5 Phase I
Exelixis -1
nmol-L
Telatinib/ VEGFR-1, -2
T Ph
Bayer ICs9=6, 4 nmol -L ! ase I
VEGFR-1, -2, -3
Vatalanib/ >
araan 1C5=110, 43, 195 Phase I
Novartis -1
nmol-L

£ F . Regorafenib I TRAMH L e (5] 1) FEF
Je B8 (M) TR B Wi A o B 1) R
TR E R EE . &Y 16 (cabozantinib,
XL184, BMS-907351) Hi Exelixis JF /& &5 (4L
B4 VEGFR-2. MET Al RETM, g 5% Kit.

FLT3 Fll Tek [ ICsq (3 PR AL T A3 AR I 9 BE 7R iR
FELR I o AT I RLIE g FEOR IR BE R e o BEH
MJEE . HOR AR EE AL AT AT 21 ARAE 2. Cabozantinib
e MO RZY), S E#H] MET. VEGFR2 K&
RET {5 FIEBR T AR SEGUMREIER, ERets R IR 4
J, U B RS S0 I A B, Cabozantinib T+ 2013
FELLIILZ4 0 5 65 3845 FDA RO E T T8 77 HOR IR
BEFEE . BRI S AERIE T — &R %1 i Cabozantinib
5 T SR AL A . X Ak S R ] c-Met/
VEGFR-2 XU 5. &%) 17 (tivozanib, KRN951

AV-951) i Astellas 7Tk . BLAb& 9 IRES ¥4 5 B

AT SR SV o PR oM I 3 458 1 v A O 52
%R W, tivozanib X} VEGFR-1. VEGFR-2. VGFR-3
S5 [R] 24 1) T 0 TR W ) Tl IR A LR S AR
IC5o {43 514 304 6.5 Al 15 nmol-L ™" [ % EphB2.
PDGFR-a. PDGFR-A. c-Kit Fl Tie2 % HiAth % 2 R ik
Pty P Tl 2 At LA S5 4 A, ICso (B 20 0 A 24
40. 49, 78 A1 78 nmol-L "o 44 &4 ffd 8k g 0k 5% 1 %
PRS2 36 SR, tivozanib SEHIHI T VEGFR-1.
VEGFR-2. VEGFR-3. c-Kit 1 PDGFR-8 H# 1A
5 B UK L P B2 4l B (HUVEC) HIBEIR b, 1Cso 1H 5
N 021, 0.16. 0.24. 1.63 A1 1.72 nmol-L™", 1%
FGFR-1. FLT3. EGFR. IGF-1 F1 C-Met BRLI
1 A58, kb, 7 VEGFR ¥ HUVEC
IR, 1 nmol-L™' tivozanib HEHIHIZ) 40% [
HUVEC iE#, KT 10 nmol- L™ I, 5844 HUVEC
TR, FEMEMESLI P, tivozanib A ZAKREKT
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1 pumol- L™ B, XiF 22 Ffr i 441 i 350 50 A 1A 5 (0 40 f 75 14,
B A 3 A ) o A Y. ek o
FURRE . S5 O HLE . A2 e R0 R #E —
SE I PURTE o IR [T IR B, tivozanib X M 3 5 ¥
B E AR R RCR . TR IE W tivozanib 4
sorafenib HE %135 4 K W 31 B o R 3 A H IR [A]
1k 18 (foretinib) H1 Exelixis JF &, #£ 2007 £/
GSK 7E Mo FLAHR s 7-H (S - i bk I [ 4 Dy o
AP EE . &2 2 58 S5, X VEGFR 1 MET H
3 BN R, %F VEGFR-1. VEGFR-2. VEGFR-3
[l 1Cso 73 54 0.8+ 6.8+ 2.8 nmol-L™" 9 X MET
ff) ICso ¥ 0.5 nmol-L™". ‘& [FI % PDGFRs FME I
B E AR T2 Tie2 A RIMFIER, *t
FGFR Al EGFR B 1EH o 75 A B i ik I8 P4 57 48
fi (HUVEC) _E/J1Cso N 16 nmol-L ™" M6, T 1ilfs R
R foretinib X T HEIHFL R G 4 e B E BBV
PE, JFHILE M, SHFEM R MET BN RAR R
B BB MR g W 7T R0E @ L B i R
B K i 1L AR5 Bk S50 /N 43 7 b S PR e 1 1
1644 19 (telatinib, BAY 57-9352) 1 Bayer 2@ W&
© I OB 48R T IR AR RUE L ECY B X VEGFR,
PDGFR Al c-Kit #A#MH{EH. Hxf VEGFR-1 Hl
VEGFR-2 ] ICso 73 /& 6 A1 4 nmol-L™" B¥ gxt A
S K P B 4 B A AR R R e T R A
A EFERME] . 23 0 F RSN IR 1T,
telatinib #EFEMEHFIE LT R 2 IR, —& 900 mg.

Table 4 Novel type Il inhibitors

Il R 113 1 0t 9 2 W FLmT ARy — iR I &
oAb A 3 FE AR 0 R e T R T B 20
(vatalanib) X} VEGFR-1.-2.-3 ft] ICs, {8 % 5l & 110,
43, 195 nmol-L ™' ¥, X} PDGFRS # c-Kit H — &
B o 437 XA FE R BH, 0 SRR G JE A A i 7K
IR SRfE ) NH B KRS PS5
) Glu9ls M1 Cys917 A EABAIEH, it LAY
Lys1060 A 2B AEH o FCRHEPE M0 6 T7 A E IR
IR T TR FE B B, RIS i 1 465 e (0 ¥ 97
AL AE s AR T BB 7T B B8, WF 98 % B vatalanib /&
TBIT G I — 2R 250 . BRI S I ) 5k
PEwmy, SR BT 245 1 WA T SRl ar . 1X
RN Y BIERTE ATP 456 XIRERTR, RES
X1 2R BN 45 6 A8 55, (H ] e fif3 5 ATP
SEE W FEFEAZ S, SUE BT I A 0 fiE AL PE PRI
M24aE ATP H45 & XaOR AR R, a8 1 K A4
51 RS R4S X, X S SO R
FrHE ATP 456 G Mg, (HEIXT 11T 285m0
R A T 2 1

2.4  FhEINSSHESHIGHIF L5921 (ponatinib, &
4) T 2013 F B, HTHEITARE M A,
LA X} c-Abl #E 5, sk R BLIL X VEGFR-2 (1)
ICso Ay 1.5 nmol-L™" HRLFHITENE. (L&Y 22 H
Amgen A &P K, %t VEGFR-2 f£] ICs, 4 8.7 nmol-L™",
T H%f HUVEC [#) 1Cso> 1140 nmol-L ' BY, X AT 5
WGV IE VA5G, 40 BRI = R 8 46y

Entry Chemical structure Name/Organization Targets & activity value Development status
CF5
o
N NK,
H . .
N Ponatinib/Ariad VEGFR-2 .
2 W » Pharmaceuticals ICso= 1.5 nmol-L"" Launched in 2013

/N‘N RS
-

=N
YW e
H NH
2 /Nn)go o
O CFy
cl
1 SO0
NH
N =
23 . © ° c:/—(wj
0

/
cl
H
NP N CF,
ls o)
NN
24 |
T
N
|

VEGFR-2

Amgen ICso= 8.7 nmol -L™" Preclinical
VEGFR-2 .

Amgen ICso= 8.7 nmol L Preclinical
VEGFR-2 .

Amgen ICsg=2 nmol -L”! Preclinical
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FERABOAEY 23, SGE T EDINSEKE, K
G 23 TERE F0TEPE R B A AT A0, (HAE4H
ERETEERE T 76 505, LAY 24 tH Amgen 2
" JT K, % VEGFR-2 f#] ICso ¥ 2 nmol-L ™' B,
3 RE

VEGFR  CL28 Ji g il s A A i A7 RS s,
FESRAER R VEGER A TS S8 A Wi B . A H 2009
LK, B 4 A VEGFR fHI570 34t sl h b,
R IX LS R A AR R T A, BLE R SRR E
AT AU B A A G B A T A T S X e 1 7 1 3
[FRE A2, BN RAUUEE T VEGFR, A2
TER T2 NS, XA RIMBE LR T T2
Fme HTRERESNE, WARZ/ME 5@, K
Wb, A 3 ) 22 RO o ) A ) R A K
Ji 3ok 5 v 22 A EE B ) T A A B LTS B AT )
TEREVETT RO . SR ET X VEGFR-2 4t 310 1 77 ) 55
HREEBAT T RE T O RN . W AR A R 47 FE e 2
SEOLREE. WIE RN IR I RS
B B A 4 B S W A2 Ik R 22 HE R A
FHAS S — R b A0 1) 22 PR, TS 122 X e E 1
YR P 32 R P A o R Y

MG RN AP0 AL 2 1 FE KR, B A VR 2 Mok
Wee AR E I X TIGR I, O CkkE %
R ) AR 3K A Yl A0 o) R AR B A, A
VEGFR  #fl] 71) (1) 55 PR AR5 AIF 380 5 A2 0] 42 52 FH v #2811
SR, Forb 320 A B B A 2 BL 3 ™ Bl S % A
fy, 7E=1EIRIT . VEGFR 17 IE 5 8 ML 7
T AR, A AR A K B A TS I R SRk D 1T
(AR & o (ELAE SRR A FH 24 SR s o) 75 2 1 DA Sl EE A0
DAEE G0 7= A P EE RN . S Ab, V22 IR 2R B B
VEGFR il 751388 5 A 12 DA BHL W A AR ok Fivsgg, 1 A SC
PEB (0 435 VR B Hh T 3L 22 B8 A B 1
BE 061 94 B i A A= R AN 41 B AE K G 2 AN R, wit B
A R (R TT ROCR AT 5 R NI 901X LS B 1
VR PE S 22 S, JF A 25 BB Ay e R B B R AR R
RBHRF A, M BAT BV 2 B i 57 . B &
BHARKERE, THEME. HEVAEYERG K
Ji&, X FGu R S B R AL . AR K .
22 ek SRt T 2 B, X etk g B Tk
H A 2L H A VEGFR #i)5 «
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