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found in ITS sequences and 2 ITS haplotypes were determined, and 3 variable sites were found in psbA-trnH

sequences and 4 psbA-trnH haplotypes were determined. With the combination analysis of ITS and psbA-trnH

sequences, the molecular identification method of original licorice was established. Using this method, 40

samples of licorice slices collected from 4 main herbal material markets in China were identified successfully.

Furthermore, the contents of 2 triterpenes, 18a-glycyrrhizic acid and 18p-glycyrrhizic acid, and 4 flavonoids,

liquiritin, isoliquiritin, liquiritigenin, and isoliquiritigenin in these licorice pieces were examined by HPLC and

the results were analyzed using SPSS 21.0. This study provides a new method in identification of licorice,

which may serve as a guideline for quality control of licorice slices.

Key words: Glycyrrhiza uralensis; Glycyrrhiza glabra; Glycyrrhiza inflata; 1TS; psbA-trnH; molecular

identification; HPLC; quality evaluation
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Table 1 Licorice plant materials for establishment of molecular original identification method
Population Species Location Longitude and latitude Wild/Cultivated Quantity
1 G. uralensis Erdos, Inner Mongolia E109°44'37.71" N39°51'51.07" Wild 10
2 G. uralensis Ejina Banner, Inner Mongolia E101°03'29.96" N41°57'42.88" Wild 10
3 G. uralensis Bayannur, Inner Mongolia E107°29'42.69" N40°49'48.40" Wild 10
4 G. uralensis Hangjinqi, Inner Mongolia E108°44'42.99" N39°50'1.23" ' Cultivated 10
5 G. uralensis Wuwei, Gansu E102°32'35.25" N37°53"25.67" Wild 10
6 G. uralensis Dingxi, Gansu E104°38'42.53" N35°35"23.04" Wild 10
7 G. uralensis Guide, Qinghai E101°25"23.52" N36°02'34.75" Cultivated 10
8 G. uralensis Yingxian, Shanxi E113°14'35.40" N39°3517.20" Cultivated 10
9 G. uralensis Wuzhong, Ningxia E106°14'15.15" N37°59"22.76" Wild 10
10 G. uralensis Yanchi, Ningxia E107°24'45.44" N37°47'14.71" Cultivated 10
11 G. uralensis Xiamaguan, Ningxia E106°26'52.32" N37°07'2.83" Cultivated 20
12 G. inflata Alar, Xinjiang E81°16'56.48" N40°36'33.12" Wild 10
13 G. inflata Hohhot, Inner Mongolia E111°29'58.17" N40°52'38.04" Wild 10
14 G. inflata Etuoke Front Banner, Inner Mongolia E107°27'12.23" N38°11'9.14" Cultivated 10
15 G. inflata Chifeng, Inner Mongolia E118°59'18.67" N42°14'49.12" Wild 10
16 G. inflata Xiamaguan, Ningxia E106°26'52.46" N37°07'2.86" Cultivated 20
17 G. glabra Jiuquan, Gansu E98°27'53.12" N39°43'36.18" Wwild 10
18 G. glabra Zhaozhou, Heilongjiang E125°17'21.27" N45°41'26.02" Cultivated 10
19 G. glabra Dafang, Xinjiang E87°25'49.59" N43°47'44.38" Cultivated 10
20 G. glabra Alar, Xinjiang E81°16'56.50" N40°36'33.20" Wild 10
21 G. glabra Xiamaguan, Ningxia E106°26'52.40" N37°07'2.80" Cultivated 20
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Species Haplotype .
411 412 413  accession No.
G. uralensis ITS-I C T G C KU356133
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G. inflata ITS-1T T C A A KU356135
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{7 PSB-IV (224A-270T-323A) . M1, {7 PSB-1.
PSB-II NS /R HBRRA A A, A58 PSB-IV A
JCRH HRR A AL A, A8 PSB-IIT 7R S f 7k H
AR EE R E B, pshbA-trnH 751 B45 T 43
it O 3.



+ 322 -

)2 24 Acta Pharmaceutica Sinica 2017, 52 (2): 318 326

Table 3 psbA-trnH haplotypes of G uralensis, G. glabra, and
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G. uralensis PSB-I A C G KU356136
G. uralensis PSB-II A T G KU356137
G. uralensis ~ PSB-III C T G KU356138
G. inflata PSB-III C T G KU356139
G. glabra PSB-1V A T A KU356140
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Figure 1

HPLC chromatograms of reference substance and samples.

min

Compound 1-6: 184-Glycyrrhizic acid, 18 a-glycyrrhizic acid,

liquiritin, isoliquiritin, liquiritigenin, and isoliquiritigenin, separately. A: HPLC chromatogram of reference substances 184-glycyrrhizic

acid and 18a-glycyrrhizic acid; B: HPLC chromatogram of reference substances liquiritin, isoliquiritin, liquiritigenin, and isoliquiriti-

genin; C: HPLC chromatogram of 18 f-glycyrrhizic acid and 18 a-glycyrrhizic acid in G uralensis: D: HPLC chromatogram of liquiritin,

isoliquiritin, liquiritigenin, and isoliquiritigenin in G uralensis; E: HPLC chromatogram of 18 3-glycyrrhizic acid and 18 a-glycyrrhizic

acid in G glabra; F: HPLC chromatogram of liquiritin, isoliquiritin, liquiritigenin, and isoliquiritigenin in G glabra
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Table 4 Molecular identification and HPLC results of 40 licorice slices

Molecular Content / %
Sample Haploype ldenrt;f;jitlon ! 8ﬁ_GL}ZerhiZic ! Sa_GL}ZZﬂhiZiC Liquiritin Isoliquiritin Liquiritigenin  Isoliquiritigenin
AG1 PSB-IV G. glabra 4.166 5 0.1349 1.1116 0.064 3 0.0839 0.008 5
AG2  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.9545 0.1099 0.4850 0.0250 0.028 8 0.003 7
AG3 PSB-IV G. glabra 2.1203 0.085 7 0.713 8 0.048 7 0.0722 0.007 1
AG4  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.344 4 0.099 7 0.7223 0.037 8 0.060 1 0.008 8
AGS PSB-I G. uralensis 1.348 8 0.054 8 1.0770 0.126 7 0.144 6 0.012 1
AG6  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.847 6 0.060 0 1.5373 0.179 6 0.166 6 0.0209
AG7  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.8345 0.068 9 1.164 6 0.146 8 0.1263 0.0217
AG8  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.808 8 0.069 9 1.096 1 0.1079 0.1114 0.0128
AGY9  PSB-NIHITS-I G uralensis 1.844 5 0.053 6 1.666 0 0.0719 0.1489 0.0159
AG10 PSB-I G. uralensis 1.849 6 0.058 4 1.111 6 0.104 3 0.1239 0.0135
BGl PSB-I G. uralensis 2.0959 0.086 3 1.628 4 0.0929 0.118 8 0.014 1
BG2 PSB-I G. uralensis 1.6114 0.069 7 1.490 6 0.099 4 0.122 6 0.014 4
BG3 PSB-I G. uralensis 1.600 1 0.050 2 1.1017 0.100 2 0.1386 0.016 1
BG4 PSB-II G. uralensis 1.632 8 0.049 5 1.2619 0.092 1 0.1319 0.0136
BG5S PSB-1 G. uralensis 23929 0.096 5 1.0812 0.092 8 0.179 8 0.0149
BG6 PSB-II G. uralensis 2.0167 0.088 0 0.909 1 0.097 3 0.1570 0.009 1
BG7 PSB-1 G. uralensis 1.1712 0.029 8 0.936 8 0.098 5 0.142 4 0.016 1
BGS8 PSB-II G. uralensis 0.9389 0.043 5 1.1779 0.107 3 0.1239 0.0116
BG9 PSB-1I G. uralensis 1.660 4 0.043 4 1.2809 0.125 4 0.1430 0.028 5
BG10 PSB-II G. uralensis 2.002 6 0.059 1 0.9293 0.105 4 0.245 4 0.0380
HGI PSB-I G. uralensis 15921 0.0235 0.921 4 0.109 5 0.1439 0.009 3
HG2  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.659 1 0.097 1 0.754 4 0.0559 0.085 8 0.006 9
HG3 PSB-1 G. uralensis 2.0195 0.0613 0.998 5 0.097 5 0.1383 0.0130
HG4  PSB-I G. uralensis 2.1587 0.069 3 0.9255 0.086 8 0.1200 0.025 4
HG5 PSB-1 G. uralensis 2.163 8 0.058 8 0.8279 0.088 1 0.1599 0.0119
HG6  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.6254 0.094 0 0.469 9 0.0511 0.0459 0.009 3
HG7  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.406 0 0.087 3 0.489 1 0.0417 0.083 3 0.008 3
HG8  PSB-I G. uralensis 2.090 8 0.0710 0.8659 0.1023 0.1216 0.0230
HG9  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.2863 0.092 4 0.5318 0.062 4 0.064 7 0.008 9
HG10 PSB-I G. uralensis 2.056 5 0.0700 0.799 9 0.099 1 0.140 8 0.018 4
YG1 PSB-1V G. glabra 2.1039 0.083 5 0.4272 0.0417 0.063 6 0.009 0
YG2  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.886 3 0.058 7 0.848 3 0.109 5 0.1477 0.0194
YG3 PSB-1 G. uralensis 1.797 8 0.0530 0.8059 0.092 7 0.1382 0.0176
YG4  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.4510 0.053 2 0.796 6 0.083 3 0.1247 0.0130
YG5 PSB-IV G. glabra 2.649 0 0.098 9 0.367 0 0.047 4 0.030 1 0.006 1
YG6  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.7311 0.044 6 0.570 6 0.106 4 0.1363 0.0163
YG7  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.003 1 0.081 4 0.613 4 0.0528 0.0326 0.009 6
YG8  PSB-IV G. glabra 2.0379 0.0820 0.680 0 0.064 5 0.0327 0.008 4
YGY9  PSB-I G. uralensis 1.5333 0.045 8 0.846 1 0.0955 0.1357 0.016 1
YG10 PSB-I G. uralensis 1.466 5 0.049 4 0.716 5 0.086 7 0.1411 0.0153
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Figure 2 The triterpenoids and flavonoids contents in 40 licorice slices.
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total flavonoids in G uralensis and G- glabra

Wraeds, DABCRT ¢ A58 1) 52550 2 FhoAS [ 2k Ji H B 24
MR & o & 'R AT g i, SRIE S, &
TR EIR, BB 6 b &y, B =ik 2 LR A
il (1) 2 B A 2 PR IR H B M IR AE B 2 R, b
RHEHRERHER. B H BRI S =G 2 E S 25
R T S R T R H R ) 4 e i 2R A
G UL R S T A B D B R TR H B

1z SPSS 21.0 73 Hr 84w ) Spearman 8 MVE
S3HT, K40 H B ZGMRE S  H R S R B
HEFSRHTEE HERS R HERNS EHTH
KAk, SRIK 6. SRR, ESR/RHEL
SR HEG, HERSRHERESE. HEES R
HHEE HERSRHERSE2WAA RENMERX
KR

Table 5 The Paired ¢-test results

Compound P
18p-Glycyrrhizic acid 0.0019
18a-Glycyrrhizic acid <0.000 1
Liquiritin <0.000 1
Isoliquiritin 0.000 9
Liquiritigenin <0.000 1
Isoliquiritigenin 0.000 3
Total saponins 0.0124
Total flavonoids <0.000 1

Table 6 The Spearman correlation results
Compound re P
184-Glycyrrhizic acid and 18 a-Glycyrrhizic acid 0.890 < 0.000 1
Liquiritin and isoliquiritin 0.648 <0.000 1
Liquiritigenin and isoliquiritigenin 0.628 < 0.000 1
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