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HE: HH N Z LM 1 (recombinant human arginase 1, thArgl) 7576 77 A5 Z R ME 1 5 2 i (arginase 1 deficiency,

ARG1-D) JAE %R S Tk b B b B A 5 S (07 7R BT AN (EL, SR, FEAH X A0 1) (kA 803 RO BRI s P A 12
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Protein language model-guided enhancement of the catalytic activity of
human arginase 1
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Abstract: Recombinant human arginase 1 (rhArgl) has significant therapeutic potential for the treatment of
arginase 1 deficiency (ARG1-D) and arginine-auxotrophic cancers. However, its relatively low catalytic efficiency
and limited in vivo stability restrict its clinical application. To enhance the catalytic performance of rhArgl, we
employed the protein language model SaProt to perform zero-shot global mutational effect prediction across the
entire rthArgl sequence. Based on the predicted scores, the top 37 candidate variants were selected for experimental
validation. Enzyme activity assays revealed that 16 of the 37 variants exhibited higher activity than the wild-type
(WT) enzyme. Among them, the V30A, C45F, A56V, and H312P variants showed the most pronounced improve-
ments, with catalytic activities increased by 33%, 23%, 22%, and 90%, respectively, compared with WT. Further
kinetic characterization demonstrated that the H312P variant increased by 131% in catalytic efficiency (k_/K,,)
relative to WT. These results indicate that the protein language model SaProt can effectively guide the rational
engineering of arginase. The high-activity variants identified in this study provide promising candidate molecules
for the treatment of ARG1-D and arginine-auxotrophic cancers.

Key words: human arginase 1; deep learning; protein language model; enzyme dynamics

ok H 9 2026-03-08; &1l H H: 2026-05-21.
FEGIUH : E K F AR A G T TR E (82373767).
*J@ AE 4 E-mail: sfan@imb.pumc.edu.cn;

Tel: 86-315-8819004, E-mail: 496048195@qq.com
DOI: 10.16438/j.0513-4870.2026-0246



- 279 - 242224 Acta Pharmaceutica Sinica 2026, 61(7): 2795-2800

¥ ARG (arginase) T 1904 4 76 5 ME sh ¥ 19 BT IiE
H R I . 1 AT TR, 2 AT SR R A
ISP KB —, Z 50 @RI, BEXE
PREAEIE H IVE R 2 A LS &R 7= AR R R A L- R
R, T PR 2 AR BCHEE L 22 0¢ 2P, F R R
BEE AN AL : K& BRI 1 (arginase 1, Argl) R & &
filf 2 (arginase 2, Arg2). AR Argl ZE K 7E 1980 4F- 4%
so L, E AL AE 6923 1B Arg2 FE K T 1996 4 78 [
H, %A R e A B Gt Ak 14q24.1-24.390 5 4y HEER &
PR 2R, W9 0 ER 3 AN AH [ FR IV 3 4H A, o — i R R
ZRAKEG, B XU R iRV E AL . Argl 1Y
FEAS R ET R I LAY 1) D B B A B A5, A T
(1) HEARKE G 8 T o/ 50, AT IR 8 iR B AL Ak,
A V2 a B,

RAEAE NZEAR N 1T Argl 28 R Bl 226 1) 248 L B2k
S B T B0 D) B 43 B8 4 2R B IE PR
R REF 1 $t Z5E (arginase 1 deficiency, ARG1-D)",
ARG1-D & — & G 0 4 [ M it A% 0, Iim PR 22 B0
DLHEAT MR Ze RO o &, i — B 2 il
iR KA . ARG1-D /b A7 iy 2 MLGE (#) % A BORE JE 55
IS, X2 5 HoAth R 3R 06 PR R AG AS [F] (1 #1771 Aeglea
BioTherapeutics iff /& 1148 5 2 — B Ak 1) 25 2H RS 2012
M 1 (recombinant human arginase 1, thArgl) C.7E Rk ¥
e [ SRAF I TR 9T 2 % UL E B B ARGL-
D, A NI IR ) A, %25 AR AR I B TR
Ji4b, thArg] @& — M e ZE G IT H I, 5t 30 F4
T P A DU, VR 5 O I R e R S 2 AP AR L
AU PEZE R rhArg ] B3 T8 75 ML 2R G0 10 e
(Can S B I ) AN SR iR (A B L R LR R
FU R A5 T S R A 280 A ) b R 4 A A R 5
FETY, I CAE BT X R SRR 5 5% BB 2 e 1) I £
Y EN T I RS B B

G rthArgl BoA B o8 IR 1 16 0 5, 5 H ) A
TR 1S SR N JJAHR AT R, A4 N 2 5 s, H ek
A SR 5 NAR AR BRI S A7 AE B 35 22 720 iR
FALFIBR 1 7 HAE ARG1-D K Mg va 97 = 144 Py 4L
R ANG R L R DRk, A 26 %) thArgl 34T 45
5 Dhaetlifl, DLERTHH AR N ASE TR A AEAL 1 e, AT
WRIERIEIT K. S X —mE, it AR T +5
I FCRS R« Fernandez S5 Vil ik BEVE ¥ 11 hArgl 2 5K
B 96 UE B D 7308 tH R21E SRASAA, FLAE A R A B A Y
$E Tt 13%; Madhagi 5 i 1H AL LB TF hArgl &K
I G119L FEAR AR 2 i A e HLE 1t o e 1 R A, B 753E
— B IRIRUE . Fan 8K H 2 BEME 0T hArgl 3R 4%
T 29/NARK, #E 2 mmol- L Mn® )£ 14F T, N139K.,

Q143K Q143S 55 B R AR kAR T B A BY$E T T
1.4~1.6 1%, R AL T136D/Q143V ) kU 3% Jin 1
1.5 1%

AW 7T B LE BUE rhArg], LA IR AE I PR B
OB RR M . Atk AT FH IR BE % 2] B2 SaProt™
KAl HE R AL XS rthArgl DA RZ MR, Tl rhArgl J5° 1 &
7R AR AL, T 4R B E At R . AMEF|
FH A A ) 7 2 A 5 1 5753 B %o TRAS AR AT VRAY,
N ARG1-D FIERE IR T S LT (1 ik 73 1.

MR57EE

B k5 ¥k E. coli BL21(DE3) (it 5 :
WD0462843) F T & [ M R R F Rk, W H bt
NEHEKER B AR A A kL pET-21a(+) 14 H
Novagen A #l; 57 A & -B-D-Wi A FLHE H (isopropyl-
B-D-thiogalactoside, IPTG it 5 : 0487051951) Il H 1t 5%
=R E R AR A A BRI & (S
25022) It H 465 FE A 2 A YR AT R 2 | PCR 46
AR & (k5 CIB061) 4 H Genstar A 7 ; Bradford
AP E R & (5 2025DOH) W H Rl E A
KAV E ARG R 27 ; Dpn TR #)E A VIBE (5
7E0670D5) 4 H F§ 5 Vazyme 2 &) ; KOD One™ PCR
Master Mix = {# 28 (L5 316600) 14 EH HA TOBOYO
JAH]; Ni-NTA BB (35 R30011410) 14 [ H A< TaKaRa
Oy 7% B L B 5 96 (phenylmethanesulfonyl fluoride,
PMSEF, fit%5: 2500010001) & H b 5t R E R H AR
AT H AR E = o b gk

rhArgl MR T RASHEMEARIES
1Y SaProt (SaProt 650M AF2)2Y3%f hArgl # 1T & k¢
ARRAE TN« KA hArgl () =4E45F (PDB:
2AEB, 45 ¥4k 5% #1573 H1 AlphaFold3® i 47 %h 42), Bt J5
2 18 SaProt 15 41 Sk, K B 1 5T 45 44 4 i D £ 55 R
SME BT IIRR. ZJ5, % hArgl 275347 5
HIRITRAZ AR . X TR — AR, SaProt #5135 L T
MET T A -SG50 RS, TH R R AR R AR A T B A
T 52 3 R 11 % B L8R 2 {8 (log-likelihood difference),
MR T S5 T A HUE 0 P SR R AT HET -

rhArgl R H R T H S #WE rhArgl (NCBL
P05089.2) &% i 1Ak J5 HH 48 Kk R & B, 2]
25 B 3k KL pET-21a-rhArgl, DL AR, F)
SR A TR N, (PCR) Bl N4, RAZ 5|9 1
Fram, §7 38 R NAK 204 AR DNA 1 L, ddH,0 21 pL,
KOD One™ PCR Master Mix 25 pL, | FiF514#0% 1.5 pL.
PCR 4144 98 °CTHAE 2 min; 98 °CAFE 10 s, 60 °C B
K15, 68 °CHEfH 50 s, 30 MEIE; Fe )i 68 °CLEfH S min.
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3 3 ) PCR 7= ¥ 4 4lifk, J5 6 #7% 2| E. coli BL21(DE3)
RIKBERZE P, ST G RIS R AR R IAH .
rhArgl R ERT AR RIESH WL I rhArgl
T TEAG AR B PR F R 2% )RR 2 4R T 200 mL & H
100 pg'mL" 2 % 5 % R B LB # Fr &, 37 °C.
220 r-min” §% % £ 7% £ OD,,, fH 4 0.6~0.8, I N & ik
%4 0.2 mmol-L" ffJ IPTG, 16 °C 180 r-min" {5 % F
14~16 h )5, 4 °C7 000 r-min”, (> 4 min Y 5 5 14,
H lysis buffer (50 mmol-L" NaH,PO,, 300 mmol-L"
NaCl, 10 mmol-L" Bk M pH 8.0) 5 &, I Ak & A
1 mmol L™ ) PMSF, i F 5 He 251 BUA AR 1R 44 . 4 °C
11 000 r'min”', 0> 50 min Ji7, ¥ F 0.45 pm JE I I8 ()
FIEWS P I NP -NTA SEFUZEMT A4 °CIEE 1 h,
T AR S A S AR AR FA ) washing buffer i
WA A, B FEFEAA R elution buffer (50 mmol-L”!

Table 1 Primers used in this study. Underline means mutation sites

NaH,PO,, 300 mmol-L" NaCl, 250 mmol-L" Bk M pH
8.0) ¥ H IR et F 30 kDa (KB IEMR 4R &k 4 H 1)
A I 2 v E N 20 mmol- L Tris, 150 mmol-L™
NaCl, pH 8.0. Jirfy RALARIGZ+ o B IR B0 5 A A
Pk iz 5% B LUK (SDS-PAGE) HE UK 0 A FL 4l 5 Ko 4 F i
&, JF% ] Bradford 8 F1 9 FE I i 177 G0l e FORFE

rhArgl R ESIERESEMME 8 rhArgl J 3t
FRAZAAMEAL S5 =) P 1) R 3 SR AT T M 1) S A
o FEAEAL SR B 8 200 pL, K 0.7 pmol- L' & A
IAF] A 50 mmol L L-F5 %R, 50 mmol- L™ Tris-HCl
(pH 7.4) 110.2 mmol-L"' Mn*"#1 37 °C JZ . 5 min, I A
30 pL 75 2-J MV Al 35 28 A B 1) R VR B I 2 1 S, R S
100 °C % ¥ 45 min, & T 7K 1744 J5 12 000 r-min”
> 2 min, 7EEFAR YT 540 nm A0 I 5 W O B2 I 38 1 AR
TR 1 10 AR R 3R I &, 1 LB TR R B AL

Primer name Primer sequence (5'-3")

Primer name Primer sequence (5'-3")

E44G-F CTGAAAGAACAGGGATGTGATGTG
E44G-R TCCCTGTTCTTTCAGTTTTTCCAG
T127A-F GTTGATGCACATGCCGATATTAAC
T127A-R GGCATGTGCATCAACCCAAATAAC
V30A-F GAAGGTCCTACCGCTCTGCGTAAA
V30A-R AGCGGTAGGACCTTCTTCAACACC
C303A-F ATTACCCTGGCAGCTTTTGGTCTG
C303A-R AGCTGCCAGGGTAATTGCAACTGC
G82D-F GAACAGTTAGCAGATAAAGTTGCA
G82D-R ATCTGCTAACTGTTCGCTGGCTTT
G82E-F GAACAGTTAGCAGAAAAAGTTGCA
G82E-R TTCTGCTAACTGTTCGCTGGCTTT
K88A-F GTTGCAGAAGTTGCAAAGAACGGC
K88A-R TGCAACTTCTGCAACTTTACCTGC
N9OE-F GAAGTTAAAAAGGAAGGCCGCATT
NI9OE-R TTCCTTTTTAACTTCTGCAACTTT
H187K-F GATCCGGGTGAAAAATATATTCTG
H187K-R TTTTTCACCCGGATCCACATCGCG
M276V-F GGTCTGGATATTGTGGAAGTTAAT
M276V-R CACAATATCCAGACCGCTCAGCAG
N90D-F GAAGTTAAAAAGGACGGCCGCATT
N90D-R GTCCTTTTTAACTTCTGCAACTTT
F240V-F CTGGATCCGAGCGTTACCCCGGCA
F240V-R AACGCTCGGATCCAGACCATCCAC
G82N-F GAACAGTTAGCAAATAAAGTTGCA
G82N-R ATTTGCTAACTGTTCGCTGGCTTT
G119A-F CATCCGGATCTGGCTGTTATTTGG
G119A-R AGCCAGATCCGGATGAACACGTGC
A298D-F AATACCGCAGTTGATATTACCCTG
A298D-R ATCAACTGCGGTATTAACGGTACG
T241A-F GATCCGAGCTTTGCCCCGGCAACC
T241A-R GGCAAAGCTCGGATCCAGACCATC
K88V-F GTTGCAGAAGTTGTAAAGAACGGC
K88V-R TACAACTTCTGCAACTTTACCTGC
C45L-F AAAGAACAGGAACTTGATGTGAAG
C45L-R AAGTTCCTGTTCTTTCAGTTTTTC
R222E-F TATCTGCTGGGTGAAAAAAAACGT

R222E-R TTCACCCAGCAGATAGCTCAGGGT

K4L-F CATATGAGCGCACTAAGCCGTACC
K4L-R TAGTGCGCTCATATGTATATCTCC
K88S-F GTTGCAGAAGTTAGTAAGAACGGC
K88S-R ACTAACTTCTGCAACTTTACCTGC
K88T-F GTTGCAGAAGTTACAAAGAACGGC
K88T-R TGTAACTTCTGCAACTTTACCTGC
F2401-F CTGGATCCGAGCATTACCCCGGCA
F240I-R AATGCTCGGATCCAGACCATCCAC
C303G-F ATTACCCTGGCAGGTTTTGGTCTG
C303G-R ACCTGCCAGGGTAATTGCAACTGC
E202D-F TTCAGCATGACCGATGTGGATCGC
E202D-R ATCGGTCATGCTGAAGTACTTAAT
R222D-F TATCTGCTGGGTGATAAAAAACGT
R222D-R ATCACCCAGCAGATAGCTCAGGGT
C4SF-F AAAGAACAGGAATTTGATGTGAAG
C45F-R AAATTCCTGTTCTTTCAGTTTTTC
H312P-F CGTGAAGGTAATCCTAAACCGATT
H312P-R AGGATTACCTTCACGTGCCAGACC
A307S-F TGTTTTGGTCTGTCACGTGAAGGT
A307S-R TGACAGACCAAAACATGCCAGGGT
T136P-F CCGCTGACCACCCCCAGCGGTAAT
T136P-R GGGGGTGGTCAGCGGGGTGTTAAT
P63D-F CCGAATGATAGCGATTTTCAGATT
P63D-R ATCGCTATCATTCGGAATATCTGC
I66N-F AGCCCGTTTCAGAATGTTAAAAAT
166N-R ATTCTGAAACGGGCTATCATTCGG
P63N-F CCGAATGATAGCAATTTTCAGATT
P63N-R ATTGCTATCATTCGGAATATCTGC
C303S-F ATTACCCTGGCATCTTTTGGTCTG
C303S-R AGATGCCAGGGTAATTGCAACTGC
A307P-F TGTTTTGGTCTGCCACGTGAAGGT
A307P-R TGGCAGACCAAAACATGCCAGGGT
AS56V-F GACCTGCCGTTTGTAGATATTCCG
AS56V-R TACAAACGGCAGGTCGCCGTAGTC
HI187R-F GATCCGGGTGAACGTTATATTCTG
HI187R-R ACGTTCACCCGGATCCACATCGCG
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A% 1 mmol JR 2 BT it 2L 1) thArgl & 5€ XN 1 U,
rhArgl R ERTAERANFNE  AIFMEEETR
1S H K, Mk, L% T 50 mmol-L™ Tris-HCI (pH
7.4), 0.2 mmol-L" Mn*" ] 2~100 mmol-L" L-¥& & R AF
NIEH, 53 0 55l 2 A R B i VSN, ) E e, )
Fl GraphPad Prism 8.0 * Michaelis-Menten 3E 28 PE L&
PEBIEH S K Y AB, IF 3 € 1) H R A
HEORE LY Ky o
GitF S it 43 K H GraphPad Prism 8.0
A AT H G 73 A, ZEL TR B R 3 T 22 00 i BR
PRI IE + brifE %, P<0.05 N EA Gt 1.

FER5R
1 ETEBARIESEE SaProti& I rhArgl

SaProt & — i J& T Transformer 42 14 ff) £5 ¥4 J8 01
BT S A, R KRR R 15 41 45 4 A
AT I 25, @A 22 ) B BUPAS RS A RS
B, SEIURE TAR R Bz AT . AHE 5t R H SaProt
HEAT ZREA TR, B rthArg] ()& R 7 51 i N AR
THE S B RUR AR HI G 7 91 56 A MR AR 4k, DAV A 5%
A} DR AR E PR BRI . E TG R A4 SE S HE I
SRIVETHR T, AL ] BB A SEAR AR X T B AR
HI e PE T /8 . 2 T otk FRATTAE T rthArgl (4
Jr TR S TR S5 WK, FR 4 48 7w 4 R 1 VO LA AN [
BB 40 Tl RE R MR 1R 9 B S o AR AE (B D).

LT TR VT 53 R 4 AR B iR AR AT HE Y 40 R
B, K 22 BTG XoF i R 14 v A 3R I D v P B AR e s e

'“l " |

.m.!lﬂ"

201

ﬁll
I

AR AR BRI AR 2 RN, R WA ot RALAE B K
A 3 [A) o A A (18 1) AR F0M 204 B e

HE 4 1 37 AL B R AR T 5 2R3E PR SRE . M rhArg]
() = 4 S5 K0 o3 A1 R T, 3K ek I3k 9 AR A 100 A BN oy

B, B EA T A AR X, TR A O X

(B 2), #7810 FREE AT B8 7E A 15 BE G P sloAR e

R AEEEAEH

2 rhArgl RERTHRFIATBGERIE

rhArgl B 3 58 A8 44 i ki 42 K i 4T B E. coli BL21
(DE3) R iFRIA, & RSB B A f5 /AR s E A,
e A FEE DK I R K i I His bR 25 25 & 4 NiSE A E AT AT |
AR BRI T ok, i vk 4 B i 15 B A v 4l R 1 2R
F, HEAKS T E2 838 kDa, &3 E AT
SDS-PAGE 73 #r i 8 3 7, 85 R/ 5 TIUWAH 7F, 3%
B rhArgl L RABRBI LI 7 iR IS, EHRIE

HZN20mg L,

T I R M T ) S A, 4 R R ORAE 37 AR
AR 3k T A A (wild type, WT) IR A
164, Hr 58454k V30A .C45F . A56V . H312P. {35 1k
AT WT 20 B3R R T 33%+23%+22% F190%, H 4358
AR5 5 WT A B A H B0 R R 4 g, IR A s 48
PSR A AT . SR E 4 PR
3 rhArgl RERTHMEEFM RAR

B 5)) 7 5 556 45 LK 2, RAZ K V30A L C45F .
A56V . H312P [ k A AH BT WT 6 2 &, 70 3 5
WTHEE T 42%-28%-28% M1 125%. 1M 1E -5 &4 ) 45
AR 7T, AR V30A.CASF H312P 1 K, fH 5

l||| F,
IIH 1 .ILI:I

b B

250 300

<E<HNRIOVZZCATZQTMUON> RKE<HLIOTZZIOATZOTMOO>

Figure 1 Predicted landscape of global mutational effects on rhArgl. A: Alanine; C: Cysteine; D: Aspartic acid; E: Glutamic acid; F:

Phenylalanine; G: Glycine; H: Histidine; I: Isoleucine; K: Lysine; L: Leucine; M: Methionine; N: Asparagine; P: Proline; Q: Glutamine; R:

Arginine; S: Serine; T: Threonine; V: Valine; W: Tryptophan; Y: Tyrosine
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Figure 2 Visualization of mutation sites on the rhArgl structure

WT WA BEAR, 5 B I 8 5 8 A ) DL L-4E 08 8 K

[ 285 45 B D LE M AL B N R 45 B ER T, 36 rp H At 58 A A
B K, A6 -5 WT AH A A [F) 2 BE 038 0, 38 B X 28 AR
AR R 4 2 R RE 3 BT 58 o 32 H0 BT 31 R AR A4 (1)

kKA WT 26 A R A2 B 52, JCHE H312P, H
AL WT 2.3 1%
4 g

B 18 5 B SaProt 285 KRR 85 1 )50 7 1 K dhe

Table 2 Kinetic parameters of WT and its mutants. n =3, x £ s

-1 KM kcal / KM
Enzyme kals /mmol-L" /s -mmol"-L
WT 4743 +10.07 2722422 17.42
V30A 674.2 +£16.63 26.75 +£2.04 25.2
C45F 611.7+11.09 26.71+4.1 229
A56V 606 +17.47 28.59+5.36 21.2
H312P 1068 £23.52 26.68 £3.76 40.03

SEMIVIGR, RefsIa B 2 Pk B 50, BA s i ik
e S AN TESBE 7, M 2 B AR 255 I ) v 25 T
AR B Rz ACRE ), vIEH T 2 i B X
R 1) SR A UL 43 BT, FFAE B A o B Bt S I A
R TH R AR o 5 A G O K &SI 36 U 42k 1) 2 AR
bl, JE T8 A TG S AL BT AR AR A8 B PRI R
15 AR AT 5 r 1) S8 s A RN [R] Y 48, AT 42 3 AL
kBT 5 € A B B R 0% . R, SaProt A
NEE A TR AR R 2R R AR AL T — Rl L 7
T EEHE T H . AR H SaProt 7 % rhArgl
BEAT TAREA TR, e T 37 A R AR BEAT SL I 56,
S8R BOR, Ko 16 AN RAS MG HES 2 748 T, JLH 2
A5 K V30A . C45F . AS6V Ml H312P, H i o A % T
WT 20 R T 33%+23%22% A1 90%. A% AR 5
F12E S0 SR, SRARAA V30A LC45F L A56V FTH312P [

.o
N KTV,
é‘b?‘\w@ %@e@é’" 7

Figure 3 SDS-PAGE analysis of the purification process of WT and some of its mutant variants using Ni*"

protein ladder
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Figure 4
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Enzyme activity of WT and mutant. n =3, x £s. P <0.05, "P<0.01, ™"

A S A& AIRNSNCIN] Q&
RN o:,ws»s» S RAES 0
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P &L 8,Q
S @ngo °v3’

columns. M: Page Ruler™

S RO 5
o %& < @'{," Qv“ 0' & 5‘%@ b@@% m“’vm <

P<0.001, "™ P<0.000 1 vs WT. ns: Not significant
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K, MH 5 B WT 3255 T 42%-28%28% Fl 125%, % W
IX e AR AR RS B e R oy TR 2 . T
WT, H312P [ k,, /K, B #2511 131%, Bt W] 1% R AR AR
JRD G & 5 A AL R TT TN A5 B AL, AT 22
T T LA RRIN =W M B AR e R . a2
R, BT SaProt 15 B i 108 3R A3 1) 58 AL AR A8 S AL 1
RE 7 H AT W AR, it — B IT J rhArg] (3 2
&SRRt 1 B AR .

{E&E STk: SRR BRI X TSI, B TR0
SRR ™ B R SE AR 1 S5 Mk 3 VI3 TE AL DT st
AT, S EH R B S 5858 T A .

FIEEHSE: A STAAEH A IAFAER TP RK R
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