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Abstract: The mixed lineage kinase domain-like protein (MLKL) is a "pseudokinase" that not only functions
as a key effector molecule in the necroptosis pathway but also participates in the regulation of other programmed
cell death pathways, thereby playing a crucial role in modulating various physiological processes. Dysregulation of
MLKL activity is closely associated with the initiation and progression of multiple diseases, rendering it a highly
promising therapeutic target. However, drug discovery targeting MLKL is still in its early stages, with no
candidates having advanced to clinical trials. Thus, further in-depth and systematic investigations are urgently
needed. This review summarizes the structural features, biological functions, and current progress in drug
development targeting MLKL.
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WS IE ERAR N TC TR 32 40 A T AN, 4E R N AR AS
AR A dr R I KB, A a3 A e AT B
A Y R ZE 5, A8 TR BLAy A B Ak
PEAMIAZET (accidental cell death, ACD) F1 i 4 41
BET- (regulated cell death, RCD). = A4 MIZET: %
L5 e B RE PR A1 S T IR B0 R R A A A D% T R Y
MIFE T R AR AR AMEVE IR BRI L T R A, HHRR
SE I BN 73 1 RS 5 B S SRS A . Y
RCD 584 E AR B AF N R A, ] $ AR 92 7 PR 4
gt

ANF 40 MR A T T7 R AR B RS SRR AE, JF
FEAE R R A RN . TS (apoptosis) A& H BT 7T
ARG — P S8 T 77 20, Hod i o bR A& -8
(Caspase-8) & #fi i) 2 6 e B2, JA shaf fugE 2.
) i TR TR 25 A R 22 TR M 20 U 4 G €00 5 T 56 L 4D
WEEZE T T2 /M (apoptotic body) T il X BE 3 T2/
1A B Ji5 2= Bl A8 3T 1Y) SIZ J5 4 AR M Re A i B R 4 PR
WEE B, IRBE (necrosis) & B AMEEAS R (A
MR B A EE) 51 R AR S Mg i At Tl A,
R T2 SR AR 2 T 4 i e K 4 I Al 2 e 4
J N 2 A, AR A2 A 0t AT A i 3 A 403,
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X, IS RIS 1% GIRFE = LA, ABAE 73— HL ]
AT, S O Hos JE T 4% . BEE RHEEET
IR N, BR SR B 22 3 AL 240 i 28 T2 U7 S 0 R B, G
Parthanatos”' . 2k 48 T~ (ferroptosis) ™. % 5E T~ (oxeipto-
sis), £k 44 I T2 (mitoptosis)!'”\ £ T (pyroptosis)[
A1 NETosis (neutrophil extracellular trap cell death)™”
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g R 25 s b i R AR L —, NRERA
b S E B 500 Bl R NG . sl e I R B = 0
IR I (adenosine triphosphate, ATP) S8 4% % 25 A i
JE A T IR AL, FL I Ak D e AT ST AR T = AN o0
(1) 25 16 380, £ 5 ATP . {E % J¥ “VAIK (Val-Ala-Ile-
Lys)” LA “HRD (His-Arg-Asp)” [ & J@ G 8 145 &
FFF“DFG (Asp-Phe-Gly)”"". HRD Fll DFG 3 F¢ 17 1
R R BRI, I o e R M AL TR 1, IX SRR AR
“EEEE” . AF R BN R R — LR S

VR 2209 B AR A B UIAH G, A8 32 200 i AR A HL ) 2k AT
5o ki, T REAE DL A ST, BRI AR KRR
DA A B2 BE 470

£ 2012 4F, TR B OB MLKL 2 F2 71
INHE I8 B 52 AR AH HAE FH & EUE 1 (receptor interacting
serine/threonine kinase 1, RIPK 1) A1 [ 47 3 (receptor
interacting serine/threonine kinase 3, RIPK3) [#] T Jif #&

P Ik = 25 MU 1 3 AN £ ST 10 i A R o B A,
Fo N JE MLKL ) HRD 2% /37 % 48 Jy HRN (His-Arg-
Asn), DFG & [7 22 4% &y GFE (Gly-Phe-Glu), MLKL #}
VA 2 9 B 7, R R R A O R T RAE A .
2013 4, Murphy ZP 3 KT 7/ B MLKL 4 K i
M2t He), F— a5 W o =30 o L (B 1): N 1~117
Bk L B 1) D M iE 45 #4) 38k (four-helix bundle, 4HB),
C 3y 171~ 464 55 K1 BT TG A A0 M 1) “ AR 45 )
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Figure 1 Overview of mixed lineage kinase domain-like protein
(MLKL) structural features. A: The full-length structure of mouse
MLKL; B: The protein is shown as a cartoon, containing an N-
terminal helical bundle al1-a4 (light blue), a two-helix brace: a5-
a6 (light orange), and a C-terminal pseudokinase domain: N-lobe
(pink) and C-lobe (light pink) (PDB code: 4BTF). 4HB: Four-helical
bundle
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128 31 B A2 7 1 I S0 i, I RE PR AR IR - 52 A
(tumor necrosis factor receptor, TNFR)- Toll ££ 52 {4 (toll
like receptors, TLRs). T-#t & a/B %2 & (interferon alpha/
beta receptor, IFNAR) /& Z-DNA %5 & & [ 1 (Z-DNA
binding protein 1, ZBP-1) %534 7] J& 2 15 7 14 I8 58 2% 1%
SRR FEFE T AR A T R 7 VIR SR B (] 2),
i % SR BE K F-a (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-o) Fl i
TR BE A 7 52 4K 185 5k 45 5 2 15 T RIPK1 L TNFR1
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AH IR BE T 45 #4311 (tumor necrosis factor receptor-
associated death domain, TRADD)- 4i] J5 i 1= #1011 2% A
1/2 (cellular inhibitor of apoptosis protein 1/2, cIAP1/2)
FITNF 524840 I+ 2/5 (tumor necrosis factor receptor-
associated factor 2/5, TRAF2/5) 7E 41 ffu it i R 1 = 4E,
TR AT (complex 1), ERAAIH, E3Z &
HEEHENG cCIAP1/2 415 RIPK 12 ALY, B 17 0 NF-«B
&5 B 2 cTAP1/2 [ P4 B0 AR P A 1 12
# 1 SMAC (second mitochondria-derived activator of
Caspases) #I#l/i, RIPK1 1 TRADD & M\ & &4 1 fi#
2, 5 Fas # K FE T 45 #3855 1 (Fas-associated death
domain, FADD) #il Caspase-8 /& il & & 9 11, 3k 1 ¥ i%
Caspase-8 {KHIZRIBE I Bz, 75 F41BIH T, 24 Caspase-8
HI5 HE#Y ZVAD. fimk [z-Val-Ala-Asp-(OMe)-fluoromethyl
ketone] 2540141 75 BH K 5}, RIPK 1 .RIPK3 5 MLKL J% %,
WU IMEE A (necrosome) s FEMRBE/IMAH, RIPK 1 Al
RIPK3 j@ it RIP [F] 24 4H B AF H HE 7 (receptor-interacting
protein kinase homotypic interaction motif, RHIM) &5 #4
A B AE H, {2 4F RIPK3 % B {1k . RIPK3 B8 % 5
MLKL [ “ fRs il 45 A3 45 £, BERR AL MLKL (4 A Y
HAR A T357 A1 S358 47 50), B 5 MLKL 2 5£ R 5
R Z AP, e ¢ 5 BB IR BN AR, BRI 3 AH O 43 1
% 3 (damage-associated molecular patterns, DAMPs),
SRR I 2 0E SO 534k, B RIPK 4b, oA HAT
RHIM 45 #4350 (¥ 55 (1, 0045 & A TIR 45 04 380 1) 1 4% 7>
¥ (TIR-domain-containing adapter-inducing interferon-
f, TRIF) M1 Z-DNA 25 58 A 1, 7 BL 5 RIPK3 #H 1.
M, i3 0% RIPK3 5 3 F RIPK 1K 11 12 5 1
IHE,

EI A7 K36 43 B 780 A, 4HB 1 MLKL /v 5: 41 i
SETC I D RERZ O, B0 DT B 11 5 BE A O 75 3 40 A
FrAE SR8, 50 58 1)) BE 52 3] C S B “ ARG 445 40 38 )
PR T2, o SR IR F2 X AR AR S A MR L7,
H 5 B R R R (g i AT &), K AR BN i 25 1
AAAE T A% 2 AHB™ . i f5, 4HB A2 5 5 U
SRk, Fo TE HLAAr 9 e 48R s 7R AT 10 Tl R U L B
MEAEH, JFE LS & A /R SR GE 25 R 4t
Lo, i 2% 38 1 N-A S AT 45 44 45K (N-terminal
executioner domain, NED) #§ ¥5 I 1) 58 #8 14:, 18 hn i 5
7 T B MR AE TR mO i Fi K B, SIGLEC12
FE N VR A s A 5 MLKL R i 0 5 5 Al 2t A,
TP RE P R IR R A e 28 AT B B, (R ML) 1 5
P IE 7 2SR B 7R
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Figure 2 Mechanism of cell apoptosis and necroptosis. TNF-a:
Tumor necrosis factor-a; TRADD: Tumor necrosis factor receptor-
associated death domain; RIPKI1: Receptor interacting serine/
threonine kinase 1; cIAP1/2: Cellular inhibitor of apoptosis protein
1/2; Ub: Ubiquitin; TRAF2/5: Tumor necrosis factor receptor-

associated factor 2/5; SMAC: Second mitochondria-derived

activator of Caspases; FADD: Fas-associated death domain;
RIPK3: Receptor interacting serine/threonine kinase 3; DAMPs:

Damage-associated molecular patterns

5 Parthanatos®™ \NETosis™ % F W (autophagy) i "
AR AL 7 ST @ B % . Parthanatos /&
— i B DNA #5145 51 &2 1958 (ADP-#%H) JE45 88 1 [poly
(ADP-ribose) polymerase 1, PARP1] /i & W2 F& M 4
JEFE T, PARPI 2o S0 Al il 4 0 ) 12455 3 R 1
(apoptosis-inducing factor, AIF) #% % i, Jf i i JA ik
Ji IR0 — 4% FF R (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide,
NAD") #1 ATP [ #E, ‘5B DNA Fr Befl . 75w 40
H, MLKL B8 45 35 N 5 I F1Z2 6L 44 2 18] (1) Mg™ Bl 7
P, A A R0 5 1 Parthanatos 4 i 5F T2 R {2
e D o2 8 %R 5 T R B MILKL B % PR il A 5T 99

Mg B TSR 2 R Ak Mg™ 45 B, 5 S0P Joit % T fie e 15
SRR AL, 217738 2R A6 B 05 5 1) Parthanatos
S LB T, WO B M IR S 9 N8R RN 0 ) e 4 e B
AP, NETosis #& — i B o M KL 40 fi A 5 1 6 MR A2 7
PR HRAE T J7 20, 7R IR e RN AL 25495 I, % A 1) A PR
2 i R 6 [7a) 230 I 47D R TS e 5 FR) 4 €5 i AR 4 Y 1A R,
A2 R R kL 48 B D A1 S T ) 4% (neutrophil
extracellular traps, NETs), M 1 fili 35 I 7% 2095 JR AR,
9T R I, MLKL fe % M 20 f o % 7 21 40 it 52, I )%
N NADPH %44 i 4O 14 75 P %8 (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) 7= 4E, I 30 Ik I8 4 20 . i 0 J1% 1§t 4
(peptidylarginine deiminase 4, PAD4), /i T 1 4f iy /-
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% -1p (interleukin-15) 5§ 78 5iE K 7 Bk, #F— D UK £
JE AR BE, 18] 322 3% NETosis #FFE . B M2 45 RF 40
JL PN A S ) B B AR, e i Bl A B B By B B
P2, S EILAH i A B A 75 R G 4 i 25 1 R
Y B 2 5 B0 A WA 4 MU SE T (autophagy-
dependent cell death, ADCD), $ 3= B4R AE Sy 41 i Ji7
R I K B R VA T A, 4 B P A R B A, (H 4
AR FE 5 P, —J5 T, KA (palmitic acid, PA) 7
W75 5 MLKL (19308 RV Bk 55 47, 338 1 A 28 7 g
A R 5 A e, o) I S T A D e, BT 1 W E A
AR 45345 0 98 R S BT 5 — T T, U AR B A
1 % %% 3 (microtubule-associated protein 1 light chain 3,
LC3) J2 A M b & & H, vl 5 RIPK1/3 H# LC3
HHEHAE 45 %) 38, (LC3 interacting region, LIR) &5 4, 5%
M) MLKL /1 5 (A2 7 14 58 B0 8 2% 0 1k o 491, 7 B4
(o LA M R, AR R B8 RTINS PR B /MR T i, e 2%
WO TR P PR FERY
4 MLKL 5%

WO IR P VIR A0 8 B 2 T B0 2 PR A R AR
i, o5 2S5 W K 4 5 ROIE R BLZR G E (systemic
inflammatory response syndrome, SIRS)C» JL35145 & Fif
IRRHEERTN (Alzheimer's disease, AD) %5 4 5% 1) &
AR VIR, mfk RIPK3 84 ] RIPK 1 #
Pt 410 ) 7] F TR 7 1 I BRI B, ] 58 A IR /N B A T
FHIEIE SIRS, MLKL AF AR 17 P VR JE 38 1% 1) 2 B 308
BRI, 7R A2 V6 J7 AH 9% 98 0 PR T 7E 40471, MLKL
FE 0 B A 2 B FR T MR AR, 16 AT R B0 NL4H Mg
AHSRFET; $0i) MLKL T R8I o] A & ok 8 00 ik 2 R i
TGt Ak, A 22 o 4 L 451 2% T R A B 2R 2 i B 45
P2 IR AT PR 1) 5 R 22—, 4 MLKL 7] & 4 i
2 Tn ORI E L, DT o35 A 26 5 03 1R B 22 AR RS
MLKL 4 68 % ¥ 715 J& K 3Rk, 76 157 Hg 05 40 i A i B
MLKL, £ £ # Wnt10b (#7334 3 1 i 107 A Q5 A 5C 5
BRL, 33F T 400 1) 15 €4 B 7 48 B 4 Ak, 32 7% MLKL ] R 22
JE VR IT BT FEREARY . 5 Ah, MLKL vl il 5 )6 i
gh A Ja RIEEDhRe: BER 4 MLKL Re 8 25 & 1% 5 19
JULBE (4,5)- W WR [P1(4,5)P,], AT #00 fl ige 2 22 000 8 1
JF R R PT(3,4,5) PP~ Az, 3 808 5 AP IR gk
2 B R I JEt

TEMEE 1, MLKL (1 Zh e BA 2 A0, — 5 H, M8
2 B 38 I 5 T AL N R A R AR AR R R OE, BRA fL
B BEbE e, T ERE B S AMNB I IR e . fEF
% B IR S % IR 9% (pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma,
PDAC) & 44, MLKL ()15 TH & & 5 808 71k
INFE 38 5is, 33F 1T A 55 B W 40 ., 389 98 M CD4T <A

73 (don't eat me)” {55, IiFH T Al 5 W 41 Hg 41 i
A1 B B (macrophage extracellular traps, MET) M ¥ i
C-X-C i#afb A T B fA 8 (C-X-C motif chemokine ligand
8, CXCLS) 41 & 1y | jz - [a] Jii %% 4t (epithelial-mesen-
chymal transition, EMT), #x % 1 #f PDAC JT #% #1,
J3 77 11, WO B R e R AE 2 T B0 R A ) A AE AN
B R S ) S, 45, Werthmdller 55,
FE 7 ME R BB 5 7 zVAD. fmk B & U7 97 AT
S F AT, AT A a2 iR 1 B16-F10 22 2 2298 4
MO R BE, 98 /0 i 98 B oA 358 A 1 1 T 40 B (regulatory
T cells, Tregs) 1% i, 34 M 5K 41 8 (dendritic cells,
DCs) I CDS8" T 41 M= i, i 3 # i b A= . k4,
MLKL i B i i i 928 FL AR A0 T8 B, & 4% I s e i3k o
Aeo fEJHE4m e, MLKL /E 2 AMP 30 ¥ 8 H B
a1 (AMP-activated protein kinase a1, AMPKal) 585 H
T iR I 1B (protein phosphatase, Mg’ /Mn’" dependent
1B, PPMI1B)  [A] M ¥ 53 F, {2 i AMPKal 2 % 2
A, AT 1] 1 W R A g i s A AR, 55 4h, MLKL i&
2 J0 ) B A 55 e AR R 3505 2 1Y) Parthanatos A6
T, 330 77 3 5 e R 4 A G 3 b R

&2, MLKL @ i F2 77 P 2R SR A0 14 1) e A R F2
YR ICIhRE, |22 5 T 2 B w12, B )
MLKL ) 254 & L% T3 ¥6 97 FI MLKL (1) h BE R R
BAHEER .
5 ¥0/5 MLKL MM RER

H 1 % 38 (1) 32 7] MLKL 25 9048 4f8 7 H AL 1 7T LA
3 A SR B AR R R SR, Hor, MILKL 0] 57
MR A FH AL SR 22 53, wT R 29 o = K36 B m) “iii
Bl 45 4 35 FK) MILKCL 101 71 L #217] 4HB 45 #4358 (¥ MLKL
FEAFn 57, DA R BE ] 4HB 25 #4381 JE A MLKL 47
il 77« MLKL P& fif 55 M2 4% 4 F A7 sURITL 1 22 5%, mT )
Gy RS B I ABEONG ” 45 R 3 JE L A MLKL P fig
FFIEL ] 4HB £5 14 SR 1 34 MLKL B 7 -
5.1 MLKL 5
5.1.1  FRE“FRIMEE A0 A MLKLIIHIF]  Murphy
SEBVI I, MLKL (7 4HB 45 14 30 i 5 RIPK 3 B 1L
I T ARG 45 K 38 RARAG RIS R AR, I HLAIESE
e A Ak e e % DA AR B B T OB HL AR AL ) 77 =X
SGERER. NREZF RS G X MLKL I 68 1)
Wi 4E FH, Hildebrand %4 1 /N i MLKL“fii# g ”
gl p e E 2H 2R, R 4H B AL S A BT BR (cellular
thermal shift assay, CETSA) XJ i & 367 /N7 F 114k
W) EEBEAT IR, RGP 1 (GWB06742X) RefE 5
MLKL £ & (K 3A). MLl b, tb &9 1 38 4 M 25
A AR NG 25 R IR R H R 45 A A L, 1T R A
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MLKL [ 40 i 547« B, Ma S5 g BT 7 A MLKL
H5EW1RILE Y (K 3B), KL aMm145&
MLKL ] ATP 45 & 0 55, J& T 11 AL S 4 i) 55 .l dd
HEWEE R TR LAY R B S MLKL )
Glu293 fAE S s IRERE T 5 C-IRTE 1Y) Glu250 A
Gly349 & il 2B, — 40 SRR L i B AR &5 & ATP I
GFE 27 1 Phe350 Il AT 7E 4S8 . JE 2P R, 1k
AW 1A H 2% MLKL % £ 4, 3L 0] 6 It ¥4 T
RIPK 1/RIPK3, AT #2 5 PE IR BE

N T SRR B MLKL #0177, Ma 2559346 54
VT T, B3 T &2 f 3 (BI3A). 45
R, N MLKL (R SR 38 &, (R85 Gid R .
Bt Je, S8 e i R AL S 4, o MLKL 2 AT
4k A s T (K, = 230 nmol-L™"), 1 %} RIPK 1 Al RIPK3
TE IR S5 B E (K, > 30 000 nmol-L); Hoxf e 57 44) 44
5 MLKL &5 & 26 fl 38855 (K, = 7 600 nmol-L™).
A 50 R (B130), &4 4 454 T MLKL (1) ATP

H H
N\n/N

A

HN 2y HN2Y

o]

1 (GW806742X)
K4 (MLKL) = 116 nmol- L™
K4 (RIPK1) = 370 nmol-L™!
K4 (RIPK3) = 750 nmol-L!
ICsy (FADD™" Jurkat) = 1.85 pmol-L™!

(N (@AY

4 5
K4 (MLKL) = 230 nmol-L"!
K4 (RIPK1) > 30000 nmol-L™!
K4 (RIPK3) > 30000 nmol-L"!
ICso (FADD™" Jurkat) > 40 ymol-L"!

b L
Jole ol jole
o ) o
s N)\\N s )\\N % )\\N
Y H

NH, O . NH, O f
GG, TG
o E o F

K4 (MLKL) = 7600 nmol-L"!
K4 (RIPK1) > 30000 nmol-L™!
K4 (RIPK3) > 30000 nmol-L™!

SEA LA, JE T T B A0 ) 7, S R R A S R X
Glu284 1 Cys86 J¥ i 15 4~ & B, 4- 960 4% 25 &[] P-loop,
55 Arg210 Jig Ji 085 7= A HE 2 A T AR EUAR 0 2 4 1)
GFE £ 7, (HRH Phe350 M H 148 B #: . 7£ FADD
SR 78 Jurkat A, 10 A4 4 AN L&) 41 R Y 1
WHCIEE (IC,, > 40 pmol-L™"), % 1 H: B A 4k 7 v Hh 45
& MLKL, {H T3 5 MLKL ¥ % % A48 4k, 3 1 BHL
RIPK3 /5 1Y) MLKL % F2 . . 25l i, MLKL i # 14
F 74k &9 6 (crizotinib) 1A E. £ 4141 Jurkat 4 iy
fRE 7 PE SR BERY . 2021 4F, Prajapati S5 iE 14b &
W17 (6,7-dihydroxycoumarin, 6,7-DHC), il H#E 5 A
JE MLKL ] ATP 45 & 5% 3 Lys52 A ELAE F 3 30 1) o1
WAk, (HF AR IR B 0 . 2767 &, H AT#E M
AR BB 45 R MLKL 0 7 RS BB R4 &
T, HE = A EANH) DI B, IX 5 EUMLKL 1) “B 5 il
BN AT R . PR, BB 65 BE i) MLKL
AR 2 AL S5 FEL W FL A G A e ) M ) L R

Y A
|

B N
HN" H

3 3
K4 (MLKL) = 780 nmol-L"!
K4 (RIPK1) > 10000 nmol-L!
ICso (FADD™" Jurkat) > 40 umol-L™!

Ky (MLKL) = 880 nmol-L"!
K4 (RIPK1) > 10000 nmol- L™
ICso (FADD™" Jurkat) > 40 pmol-L™!

/Nl NH§ al
(§N cl B OH
HN 6 (Crizotinib)

K4 (MLKL) =210 nmol-L"!

K4 (RIPK1) = 1300 nmol-L™!

K4 (RIPK3) = 6700 nmol-L"!
ICsy (FADD™" Jurkat) > 40 pmol-L™!

7 (6,7-DHC)

Figure 3  Structures and conformational relationships of representative MLKL inhibitors targeting pseudokinase domain. A: The structural
formula of compounds 1-7; B, C: Co-crystal structures of compound 1 (PDB code: SKNJ) and 4 (PDB code: 5KO1) with MLKL. The

protein is shown as a cartoon, the ligands are shown in sticks, and the hydrogen bonding interactions was represented as yellow dashed lines.

IC,,: 50% inhibitory concentration; 6,7-DHC: 6,7-Dihydroxycoumarin; Gly: Glycine; Glu: Glutamic acid; Cys: Cysteine
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WP RER.

5.1.2 %B[a) 4HB 54915 B9 MLKL H£ M H0HI 2012
£, Sun ZE"VF ] TNF-a. SMAC #5304 F1 z-VAD. fmk
Bt £ Ab TN 45 BT s HT-29 40 0, K9 22 78 5 P 3R 38 07
IEAEAY S 20 JIAME A YT il T, 193 001 Sk
&8 (K 4A), H B A R PR 7 P 3R 00 1%
(IC,, < 1 pmol-L"). VIMLE Y 8 H % A Gt AT 25
B, 459 2055 1 B E R T B & 4 9 (necrosulfon-
amide, NSA, 1C,, < 0.2 pmol-L™"). A W fff L A1 T 0 5,
fATTHS NSA UL I8 5 W) R AR, & RIREHL &)
10, 38 i AW K - 35 A1 K & 4t (biotin-avidin system,
BAS) #EAT AR 2y, UESEAL AP0 10 W AR R PR AE A
JEMLKL, 17 %} I8 MLKL 45 & 3% M. HLHITIE 78 &
B, o, B- AN IR 25 40 & NS A 457 A2 W3 P 1) S i, 2L

I8 It Michael il B4E 7 V£ 5 AN MLKL [ Cys86 4k J&
LA £ A, AT BH W MLKL DU 544 1 55 58 4h e 40 it 5t
T-o BUE MLKL 6t Z AT $L A4 45 5 1) Cys86 7k 5, X 7
FUNSA X IR TE i M . NSA AR I B UCIESE, $E
] 4HB 45 #4358 i 36 4y MLKL #0141 771 7] - 7 MLKL 3
RE, N JE Sk R AL B e T HR A

2017 4, Yan 2P 1o vy i B0 8 R I T RS 2K
MLKL SE 47 #0175 11 (14 4B), Hoail i 4 45 4 Cys86
£ HT-29 4 M o R B R 4 1 B2 75 M 28 20 3 1
(EC,, =390 = 8 nmol-L"). tb&¥ 11 B A R4 15 5
EFEE, 7E 10 pmol L™ 1R £ R % RIPK1 A1 RIPK3 A
BB I ENEE . L1 A% S E Y, BT R Ak
KAW IR I TEALE P N-1 67 N-7 7 & C-8 47 5]
AR AR I, HPURE 7 M SR B0 G P 2 2 R B

A

The structure of a, f-unsaturated
ketones is essential for the activity

H304<\—/< o/>_\—d

8 (Hit#14)
ICs0 (HT-29) < 1 pmol-L™!

|

9 (NSA)
ICso (HT-29) < 0.2 umol-L™!

HN_ N NA R
) o
o o AN S
o=, Q
% ?O\nyj NH
e :
I
s
! J~No,

10 (biotin-NSA)

The groups at N-1, N-7 and C-8
are essential for the activity

There is a narrow hydrophobic
space at N-3 position

The xanthine mother nucleus forms
p-p stacking with Phe148 residue

The chlorine atom at the 6-position
is covalently bonded to Cys86

Long chains with higher degrees
of freedom help to increase activity

11 12
ECs, =390 + 8 nmol-L"! ECso = 152 + 23 nmol-L"!

between uracil nucleus and Phe148
o o “
N J]iN ~ N)i
AN © PN a®
o S o
X X
“CCO o
oH oH

16
ECsp =31+ 1 nmol-L™!

ECso =82+ 4 nmol-L™!
11, with GSH =48 h 1, with GSH = 160 h

{There is p-p stacking interaction ]

—> ;&»—so — )\)‘j:)—so — Z%[T(\ — )\J\/EW/\/@/

13 (TC13172)
ECsy =2+ 0.6 nmol-L™!

ECs, =950+ 27 nmol-L™! ECsy =316+ 23 nmol-L"!

C
4 4
e Cyste
K #.r" \ o “‘/!’/ /o
€\ A~ P Y ab
I O¢ k4 \ fe <
Q@ 7« a6 o3 7 Phel48
3 e peopa fukd g
CXGT O Ef
Q,( < = Crore Nt
/ (C’\\/
aSL (¢

Figure 4 Discovery of MLKL covalent inhibitors. A: Structural of compounds 8—10; B: Discovery and optimization of 11 and TC13172;
C: Co-crystal structures of compound 13 (TC13172) with MLKL (PDB code: 6ZZ1). The protein is shown as a cartoon, the z-z interaction

was shown in a yellow dashed line. NSA: Necrosulfonamide; EC,;: 50% effective concentration; GSH: Glutathione; Phe: Phenylalanine
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B, T 7E N-3 47 51 N A R B 45 B A& 12 (BC,, =
152 + 23 nmol-L™"), ¥ & T 5l AR IS IL M4 &
W, REZGE G AL SAFERR A MBK 2 W BEJS, fETN
FOR i 51 N 2K Wy B 41159 246 & 4 13 (TC13172), H AT
RE L A 1 A BE 1 5 5 MLKL /9 A B 4F F, fife
M R B0 1 B 3 B2 T (EC,, = 2 £ 0.6 nmol-L™). Hf
e A BACSE i A 4 2 b i R A 2 0 P T ) R R )
Bt £ KR (biotin-tagged chemical activity-based protein
profiling, BTC-ABPP) A& i i Ik H 45 A (liquid chroma-
tography-tandem mass spectrometry, LC-MS/MS), iIF 52
TC13172 A & ik HH R P9k 5% (1) 5% A HOAC S B 55 MILKL 1)
Cys86 bk H: 3L 45 &, M1 75 S MLKL ) 4HB 45 435
MRSAL . SRR LRI (B14C), TC13172 5 MLKL
HN GGG, HEER R 5 Phel48 TR FE Y BUA FI 1
m-m HERUE T, 4 MLKL 858 75 [ HPIR A

TC13172 B FH RS R B2 B A s RONE M, 20 5
B WeH BE (glutathione, GSH) & ZEARK;E F1ELE &, A
TETE B0 KRS, b 2 AR A N R Fe e . Nig
7T AR E M, Cui MR B TC13172 T Bk
FEOR Wy S, DA A0 P JOR P g 5 6 B R e BEAZ, [R] B 5
N i LA 3 ] DA AR B R MLKL 308035 1, TP &
T R B Mg e 25 MLKL 0055 (B 4B). 38 i Xt 3t
M B R R K I, AE W 14 0 5 60 T I it i B 5
6 o7 11 U 0 v M %) 4 7 A8 OC E Lk — P I ML
TR I, 6 Ar &R /2 5 MLKL [ Cys86 JE Lt
BRI OCHE . CHBRARS A R H K R RS P, Cui S5 7E
GHEAE T NAS R B I ) S Ik e R AT AR 4, I Ak
T o8 AL 5N LA TIN5 R 1 KRR AR 4 5
TR B, 50N G e R R 0 B I A BT
TR, WA BT 5T v, AR A 15 T M &
H# (EC,, = 316 = 23 nmol-L™). A4 46 i 72 Al B
IR TC13172 iy 2 54 5 Glul56 I Z 8 AE F, A
T AR R B AL TR 2RI 5] N FE R G 1 N-H
FE Ik I B [ 55 5, 19 BINE R R RIS 16
(EC,, =82+ 4 nmol-L") #117 (EC,, =31+ 1 nmol-L").

ML 7R B, TC13172 W] LI TSZ 175 5 # MLKL
SR AL, ML &4 16 A1 17 X AE &L 23 Uk /> MLKL % K
Ak, 3 2 B FL T e 3E I H0 1 S R 00 4 i T 5 A R FE B
FEJF IR BRI e o A& 9 16 (1A FH AR 20 4L
75, WRWEE BE 4% 55 Phe 148 2 (B A7 1E m-n HEFRAE Y, {H 3%
59 T 3 M A BEA% 5 Phe 148 AH LA H, X 1] B8 5: 51
TG 58 4 PH 1k MLKL 9 2 1k il 148 748 4k 2 5%
Bk LAY 16 117 {481 55 5 4L MLKL 1) i %
Sl ms e —B w5t . M4, 5 TC13172 M1, th &)
16 525 I H A B4 e I 388 5 35 25 PRI, DT o 20 it 3888 2k

N7 e B8R AT A B 1
5.1.3 $QE4HB ARV MLKLADSIR  h T
U MLKL 25 F 6k = 8 1) Cys86 kK, iX 5 Ui U
4 i ) MLKL Th BB 78 R MLKL 40l 77 (4 5 5 20 7
B PP 32 2 PR ). N RBIX — R BR, Riibbelke 45
38 A# & A R AL IE PR (nuclear magnetic resonance,
NMR) £ A f#EH T MLKL [ 4HB F B 4509, KL T —
A Cys86 BT AL /Ny F 456 M4 . BEJE XA
2 891 MEE I | B R AT B B R ik, RIL &)
18 (K1 5A). TEFET NMR K Jiiik &ow, 1A 918 #H
ik 5 MLKL 45 & J5 , NOE 24 b )6 i (nuclear over-
hauser effect spectroscopy, NOESY) 1 2 FjL H i 4L A~ A
58 B NOE {5 5, $& 7 9 AN 0o B S ) 4 Ak A7 A2 7
Z 5. A I8 LET-VEIr 7 i B vh Ak 2 88 5 L 22,
T ok R g e BEAZ A ) P S5 R 8 D R I K M 5 4
3 A 19 7120, — % MLKL 145 6265 M 139 H
FTBE A . WA &40 20 5 MLKL (1) & 44 52 4 W 45 44 43
Mr i or (B 5B), #2 2k 5 [m) A7 B A7 75 R 78 1) W 1148,
DAL It 4 2 BB A Rl HR AU, 19 21 45 6 28 A W R 42 7t
BIAG AW 200 (R ESS, 2R 5F IOK W (1 25 26 550 49 T 1) 9 7]
X, BRI EE b gl AR PR EE R 1A, 19 3% MLKL 3£
I B R 5 A SR A A& 22 (K, = 50 pmol-L™).
FH T TR R - R 20 48 1) o-BR 8 () B K AZ 0, S A
W22 T () e TR R DR B A AT AR A R I 2R B AR
T BOE L IR R, T IOR B AR AT 4R R TR I . IX T
e A BT IR 7 B o] e e o L L LE 2 R s i 1
PG E HHBE, R R AR RRURE HH 5 7K 148 1) 2% [R) 25 4R A
B o % TC13172 L 1 Al 45 4 ¥ MLKL iE 47 NMR i
JE SRS, 45 R BRI BN E Y5 MLKL 155 F ) J6 B
AR, RO H 5 G A7 15 Cys86 1 i 1 MLKL 41
FMEEGNEAES. (HEEMS, LEW 2145
SN 778 58 HLg i 22, 75 % a3 — 2B AR
5.2 MLKL B&f&5

B OH K fE B W ik & & (proteolysis targeting
chimeras, PROTAC) # A B Hf & K % Craig Crews
PAYT- 2001 4E B k3 H . AE N — R R XIh e 9+,
PROTAC #] [F] i} 5 H #5 & A (protein of interest, POI)
ME3 iz RIELNL &, BN =c &M, BT E3ZR
HERE N5 T POLIZ 25 Ak, 3 170 8 558 2 1 I 4 b i 4 2
Fi (B 6A). S51E50/N 0T 25 EL, PROTAC H] H.
PR H AR ER A, AR BH W B8 2 B 1) “ B i 40 I
AE, 10 RE 0% B R HLER B 0 SR A G I < R R (L Th g,
T SE B A5 Gt (1) “ AN 1T i 247 8 R () RS2 PR R,
R W R I HE s YE L . MLKL J& T“SE B2 7 1
AR R S R L, A B PROTAC H A, AT 52 816
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A There are unfilled voids
at the hydroxyl group
H OH
- i
N
19 H
H Kq=3 005452 pmol-L"! N o— o
N OH I H o
O 7 — y — N — Ho \
O ©:N OH N
V.

18 21 22

Ky=933 %433 pmol L' . Ky =821 % 153 pmol-L! Ky =50+ 4 pmol-L"!

Ky = 1807 + 348 umol-L™!

The isopropyl-phenyl part points to

The phenyl part of benzimidazole
the hydrophobic core of the a-helix

faces the solvent region

The chemical stability of
indole nucleus is insufficient

B 4 o~
AL J ) \ /{(
J o =
P> v \ V-/

SR R { - i iRl ydrophobic pocket
™ ‘\“J\Y ~ k‘ ) {
\A :\\“\\\\‘ ' | @/ 7

a i ol N \‘ 4 v
N f ;
~ A S
b =4 ) |
O 2 N

Figure 5 Discovery of compound 22. A: The optimization of compound 18; B: Co-crystal structure of compound 20 with MLKL (PDB

code 7NM4). The protein is shown as a solid surface, and the ligand was shown in a stick

B
23
K4=0.7 nmol-L"! 26
MLKL Dy = 8.12 % 1.15%
- OO N ¢ MLKL DCso> 20 umol-L!
F>~°~ O:i“{,};o HT-29 ECs > 20 pmol-L"!
[elNe]
24 8

/ \‘
‘ ) o QNH‘) 27
" ¥ $ 0, NS 4 MLKL Dy = 92.3 £ 4.55%
0 MLKL DCso=0.029 + 0.004 pmol-L™!
R o \QH HT-29 ECs = 0.031 % 0.008 pmol-L"!
25 @

MLKL Dy > 90%
TSZ Eppayx =90%

28
MLKL Doy = 95.06%
MLKL DCs, = 12 nmol-L!

{'}:ﬁj HT-29 ECso = 17 nmol-L"!

00

Figure 6 Discovery of MLKL degraders 25 and 28. A: The mechanism of proteolysis targeting chimeras (PROTACs) technology; B, C:
The discovery and optimization procedures of MLKL degraders 25 and 28. E2: Ubiquitin-conjugating enzyme; E3: Ubiquitin ligase enzyme;

POI: Protein of interest
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“AR Rl Ty RE” A, AT BN IE HE 15 MLKL (19 25 Y0 8f
.

5.2.1 $BrE“RMES " 45 4938 A9 JE £ 4 MLKL P& #2571
2021 4F, ANAXIS PHARMA A A fE LRI #E T — &
BT i e I i ) MILKL 348 9% 1 45 A e A, ik &
Wit MLKL A GHEE IR 454551 ) (K, < 10 nmol-L™)
AR EFIIEREYE . e Bos, a1 23 RS REIE Fr
Beag 1) 4%, T 05 BF B KL 5 [7) 95 1) %2 #5 X . Rathje
O Tk A TR B D 32 e i R TS B i TG AR AR G,
# T — RHIPROTAC 4> T- fEHT-2941 R, b5
W 24 I H A S 0 B ARG T, 7E 10 pmol- L R A 7 &
WA M LT 56 42 B& i MLKL (B 6B). 3 i X 3 %
T F1 CRBN Bk i) R i AL Ak, 15 2 stk &4 25
(MLKL PROTAC 36), H:7F 10 umol-L™ ¥ & F ) MLKL
B R KT 90%.  E HT-29 41 it o, £k &) 25 REf 571
RS A )RR PP R SR BB, £E 10 pmol- L R BE T 5K
TG 20 i 1) 56 A DR . Ak G W 25 BE TR A AR B
SERYIR B AR BT, 78401 B T PROTAC £ AR 7E #EL 1)
e 2GR R R 77, A ) MLKL ¥ 25 ) 0t R
BET BT A

5.2.2 ¥0[6) 4HB 44938 A MLKL £ M B8R (L&
W25 4 N ASBE 1A MLKL R R SE40 B ), B Ao 1tk
B o I FH AR A AN o] 30 A 6 £ 19 3L PROTAC
Boe e 1) AN B & A LR, (R 5 3R B s s G s
A BRI T B P A e S M SR RS A, Li SR T
AlphaFold %4 & 150l i) 4= N J8 MLKL 25 (4 5 45 14,
Y5 B3 72 2 H G CRBN 3T & - [ W 34047,
B IR 5 MLKL 5 CRBN 2 8] JE B s 5 45 & 1 H4
G FE IR b, BT E AL B 25 1 A
T PROTAC-DB % 4f P (1) 3% £ 1 i i%t, 2k 47 PROTAC
FRVE BT Bl A Bk S5 14k A& ) 12 3@ i Click &
;55 485 A A A R B R 2 2R 5% 2 1 1A ¥ ) P R TG AR A

%, 153 — R F# [ MLKL ] PROTAC 43T (1 6C).
T P O Ok 4 R BOR, A 40 26 7E 1 pmol- L R A6
MLKL &I H B2 O] (D, = (8.12 £ 0.15)%], H.
TCHUREFVEIRBEIE 1, 35 8 A 1 = M 25 4 ] e
T HAAS MLKL W46 . BERE T TC13172
55 MLKL 45 65 1) % B bR R0 A L 25 4, 78 FLR 3 51 A\
oA AN A T 1 CRBN BC A, 13 31— R 51 B,
WAk & W 27 76 HT-29 40 i b 2 B0 R 47 (1) MLKL P&
fifRE 11 (DC,, = 0.029 + 0.004 pmol-L", D= 92.30%)
PR P SR B85 M (EC,, = 0.031 £ 0.008 pmol-L™").
o AR R E 1, Al AT 7 BATE AL A 9 27 1 HE it
ERINNIVER S5, 13 B R AL &) 28 (MP-11), Hox)
MLKL (¥ B& fi# ¢ 71 (DC,, = 0.012 + 0.003 pmol-L",
D, = 95.06%) FHi 1 Fr PR S8 1 (ECy, = 0.017 +
0.003 umol-L") ¥ B ZF & F. RN SLIH, (&Y
28 (40 mg-kg'") F KRS A ORG24 )5, 430 5 $UHT-
29 SRR AL AE /N BRI 29 90% F1 72% 1) MLKL F% i,
T S AE A Y LA B 1) B MILKL 8 ) 308 20,
PR TE S5 40 mg-kg A1 28 SR R G 2 3
(t,,=10.26 + 0.03 h) A If1 3¢ 5 F& & (AUC,, =1 558.5 +
294.1 ng-h-mL™), {H 1A 45 24 i 48 60 25 90 1 BE AN
26%, Vit — Ak . EAE RN, A 28iE
b R R 5 O U MLKL H AR 55 16 Cys86 2 il L
i, O AN B R R S, — e AR R RR
il 7 HAE MLKL ZhAeF 78 A 138 FH 6
6 REESRE

MLKL i it 72 7 PR IR FE Dl e A AR RS e 4 I8 SR AR i
TR, |22 5 2 Pdn i RE . FER PR SEAR O
P R, RV RIPK 1A RIPK 3 #3751 A A & LB K
()3t ¢, i RIPK 1 4011 771) GSK3145095 A1 SAR443060
S H AT AL T I PRAF FOIRAS, {H RIPK 1 A1 RIPK3 744
W2 502 (15 5 1R4%, 7T Re S SUmm iR = AR 4

Table 1 Summary of presentive drugs targeting MLKL. ATP: Adenosine triphosphate; DC,: 50% Degradation concentration; PROTAC:

Proteolysis-targeting chimera

Compound Activity data Binding site

Mechanism Applicability

4 K,=230 nmol-L"! Pseudokinase domain

IC,, > 40 pmol-L"

6 (Crizotinib) K,=210 nmol-L" Pseudokinase domain
IC,, > 40 pmol-L"!

9 (NSA) IC,,<0.2 pmol-L"! 4HB domain

13 (TC13172) EC,,=2 nmol-L" 4HB domain

17 EC,,=31nmol'L"  4HB domain

25 (PROTAC 36) DC,,> 1 pmol-L"! Pseudokinase domain
Dmax > 90%

28 (MP-11) DC,, =12 nmol-L" 4HB domain

D, =95.06%

Binding to the ATP-binding site of MLKL and
showing no functional impact on necroptosis

translocation

Non-covalently binding to MLKL and inducing
MLKL degradation

Covalently binding to MLKL and inducing MLKL
degradation

Human, mouse

Human, mouse

Covalent targeting of Cys86 within the 4HB domain Human
induces MLKL conformational change, thereby Human
blocking its oligomerization and membrane

Human

Human, mouse

Human
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ANAS R SE, M T 38 0 JFE 7E 3 iR 22 0 HH VR 7 RV
AL 5, MLKL 25 [ 4b 2 75 PR PR S 8 2% 1) fe A i,
#E ) MLKL F 25 P s8R S0 AR R B8 [ R A 22 . b
&b, MLKL i 38 i 572 5 PR YR 2038 4 & 4 Th RE, LA
(R Py P R B0 38 B A OC 245 ) o vk R 42 L AR AR P 1 SR 4K
hf, X HE— N TR MLKL 2500 K 1 6 Bk

T SR T D HE ) AR B S M S IR 4 A 1148
259, DR 14 R il MLKL ¥ % 5% A0 F B 5 1) 4HB 45
Fa 3k & £k LA 1 MLKL 7 D) g, 5 25080 ) MLKL [ 24
VIR R G EOR kiR . 58RI LANSA A TC13172
AR IR AR 4 ) 55, 3 sk B ) S MLKL 4HB 4544
AR S 1 Cys86 Bk Jk BH By . 55 T4k 5 5 e £, B 7E 48
7K PRI R RR T I R AR E P, (E A7 AR AR AR
S T 222 Rl A IR 85 s 5 49 1) R0 A 2 ) R, R
AT S BRI B . BEAL, WE 2525804 MLKL
(Rl R = JC B 1) Cys86 Bk Ak, i3t — 2 R T 4L 4 MLKL
(IS K VRN Bl PR BG4k o 1 L 6T 4HB &5 44 35k (1)
L H0 ) 1) v b T R ER R B B, ORI Sk 1k
B WD AFAE S5 G 21 R JARRA L3855 1 22 S5 P o

MLKL /E N “ M ik g ” = 2 md “ e fb Th e " &
YEAE R, 08T 24 1 PROTAC A A #E [ MLKL [ 254
B RS T B oking . H ATHIE B JE A MLKL B i 711
PROTAC 36 B SEHL T MLKL [ “ A A] B 24 Pk 5%, {5
TEAE BT T ZE S50 . 25T AN BCAR IT R I MLKL
B fife 77 MP-11, RV J AT R BOAK 3 A0 B A s 1 AR
AR E M, (R FLAE SRR A M R ek, — e R BRI T
N (% 1) s, PROTAC 731 I A 45 A6 455 1 4
H A AL 5251 1A (Lipinski's rule of five)
RV ERAE DT, a8 i 2 AR A s Rk K

SRTI T , MLKLAE S 55 22 1) 1) 3 250k kB A,
FLAE I (0 Th e A 75 Bk — B IR N AR EE . H
HUHE ) MLKL [ 259 i b T 5 BT B, 45 & 2 M 259
RILFEME, TR He H i v o B i B M K
B R R P9 AR T AR S T R 24 20 MILKL #E 1]+ 5
I3 F, U 2 ETZ AR A% O 75 3R, Xt B 7 MLKL
AW E Th e B 36 IE AR /) MLKL 2570 i e PR 3% 4L

EE TTRk: 25— N9 61 BT SRR BERM IR SRR S K
BSR4, TS5 SORE RIS % S2 55 TAF; BT
4 A0 BT SO B O 3 R ST AE [ ) 4 A% o DL 0
P 2 AT 5 35 AR RB AR L 198 S SR R P A 4 2 2R 5 T AE
JA B 7 B S0 EE (130 A R A e e 5 5 AR .

FIFMSE: A A 1R 5 A EERIZR TR
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