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Research progress on the regulation of NLRP3 inflammasome activity
by traditional Chinese medicine for the treatment of gouty arthritis
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Abstract: Gouty arthritis is an inflammatory joint disease triggered by urate crystal deposition, with
nucleotide binding oligomerization domain (NOD)-like receptor protein 3 (NLRP3) inflammasome overactivation
serving as the core driver of its acute inflammatory response. Although NLRP3-targeting drugs have advanced to
clinical trials, their clinical application remains limited by adverse effects and uncertain long-term risks. In this
context, traditional Chinese medicine (TCM), with its multi-component, multi-target, and synergistic regulatory
properties, offers novel strategies for the prevention and treatment of gout. Studies have shown that TCM exerts
multidimensional therapeutic effects, including alleviation of acute joint inflammation, reduction of serum uric acid
levels, and prevention of disease recurrence, underscoring its potential for systemic intervention. This review
systematically summarizes the mechanisms by which active components and formulations of TCM modulate key
aspects of NLRP3 inflammasome activation pathways. These include inhibition of upstream initiation signals,
blockade of activation signal transduction, direct interference with inflammasome assembly, and enhancement of
autophagic clearance, collectively leading to suppressed release of key inflammatory mediators such as IL-14. This

review aims to provide theoretical foundations and directional insights for further research and clinical application
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of TCM regulating NLRP3 in gouty arthritis treatment.
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il AU S 98 0 — e DL SOE I R 1T R o 4Bk
P 1 4H (Global Burden of Disease, GBD) #f 71 %5 #i&
g i1, 2020 4 42 BRI XU AN B2 5 580 1N, 4L
1990 5 HH L3N 150.6%, £F & bRl o R LTt 22.5%,
53 659.3/10 5 N\ o ARSI, FREwE X AT
BB F RGBS, 2023 IR K27 L) BE 45
T 75 4F 53 M va PR IR HILE S8 26 a1k 32%.  BROGTT 45
P 4b, T RCE A B B AL e I v AR O I 9
I3 S 2T 2 AR BN PR R SR 1) 52 M AN 2 /N

I RS 2 O — il B B REPE SR, RIS
UURAE % 97 Mk %A 2L i BB R R R
(monosodium urate, MSU) da &M T % PIAH G . MSU
virs PR A 5 20 i 5 1A 4 2 0 L AR Dl o o e 80
NOD (nucleotide binding oligomerization domain) ¥ 52
R X % 3 (NOD-like receptor protein 3, NLRP3) # it /]y
WO B 2 2% RAEAH A5 5 5] R RAE . IE4F
oK, X NLRP3 S0 /A IR 6 7 S0 FE L Y R 4 Al
S0 WIOLT1177 REWS ELH 45 & NLRP3 & (3 I 41 il IR 1%
W 1% =W (adenosine triphosphate, ATP) [ 3G P41,
Tk SRR XTI R 565 1 JE =R vl LA &
NLRP3 ) NACHT (nucleoside triphosphatase domain)
25 R I, T3 R PE NLRP3-ASC (apoptosis-associated
speck-like protein containing a caspase-recruitment domain)
Ll NLRP3-NLRP3 A B4 F1', H il i JE = ik &
PRI 56 7 978 A« v oK TR IILAE A 288 IR A 50 745 4K )
JUAS T PR R 36 28 58 B v 2436 1R AR 70 & TR R
T HAO472 SRt N TR AR Se . DA L3k R W,
Vil NLRP3 5 AMAE 1 52 10 T7 9 KU A R

o R R XA O “OBRAE, SRR, R D R A
Wi, VR IT7 EELAIE VIR R AR IE S N . KB K
I FH 2 W, A% 435 v 24 060 8 KU 7 ASMUAS R 2/ B
/b JBAE JRE KA I CSCERE IR S R SR T T A —
ERH . IR TERIN, 2 Fh b 25 577 JoA B8y
RERE T T NLRP3 ZAE/IMAVE AL, A KB iR 4L 1 3
B2 ) 0k B UR . A SR R G PR b 2 4
NLRP3 JAE /A PR R 57 i KB T2t Ji&, LA 9 A
REMIT K5 ImR M 2275 .

1 NLRP3 ZENERIFIEER X aIER
1.1 NLRP3RE/NMEREHR SER
NLRP3 % JiE/IMA & tH NLRP3 224k 8 11 23k 1

ASC FIRLRE H F 2 IR & 2 IR 5 /K Al 1 RT44 (pro-
cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 1, pro-caspase-1) 14
M2 EAEA5Y . NLRP3 & A Ci & & &R
B 5 ¥ 5 45 ¥ 38 (leucine-rich repeat, LRR). H 7] [
NACHT &5 ¥ 38 Al N i pyrin 25 #J 3 (pyrin domain,
PYD) H ik . fEK M F] &% 5 5, NLRP3 i@ id LRR
5RO R SRR AL, JEE PYD 5 ASC ¥ PYD #H HL1E
FH; BE J5 ASC 38 i H caspase-1 48 5% 4% #4935 (caspase
recruitment domain, CARD) #3 % pro-caspase-1", & &
P4 caspase-1. 1% 1L 1 caspase-1 7] A T2 4 411 iy
T A/~ % -18 (interleukin-18, IL-18) 1 [ /- & -18
(interleukin-18, TL-18) [ R ZAFN 73 Wk, FHAE— € KA T
AT,

NLRP3 5 iE /M 1) 48 B0 18 OB L5 5 .
M5 (B3MES) 2P IR EANENE
38 3L 30 Toll B 524K (toll like receptor, TLR) &5 5 2 iR
) SR, T 0TS A R A 2 4y R R BOE B A e
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) Fll 1% ¥ 5%
F - kB (nuclear factor kappa B, NF-«B) {8 5, {& it
NLRP3 % [ «pro-IL-15 fil pro-IL-18 [ FI K ik . 5
TES (WUEES) £t ATP M R4S P 4 (reactive
oxygen species, ROS) & SN 40 g 453 £ 5 5 b &, 75
3 NLRP3 % fiE /N R 41 2 H 3075 caspase-1, #3511 89 1)
IL-18 FTIL-18 FiI A, i 53 48 JiE 41 g PR R s VR0 448
T, IRAh, IEAFTE AR S B NLRP3 58 i /IMA S0 5
12, WAE A =2 B M 1R B, caspase-11 T 4 BB 0,
#—251% S caspase-1 3G 1L S &4 L 21,

1.2 NLRP3 RIENME5REX

PRIRAE 9 R SE A5 5, WA B2 453 40 LR T, ¥
T T 4 4 9% IR HE Bl 9ORE I I Y. AR 4r )R T,
B B 2 A A W ) MISU & 44 AT 30 NLRP3 28 9 /)N
&, i caspase-1 M A 14 IR 45 (R A TL-18 B 44 ) BT B
e AR, M MSU SR IEA 2 BLIF K
FUMI IL-18 3K, 18 H 7 Z I 2§ (lipopolysaccharide,
LPS) ¥ [7] TLRs T %6 8 8 48 5iF ;e iU BiF 98 2 B, i
K& TLR2 8¢ TLR4 J& X o] $1 il MSU 5 5 (1) IL-18 72 4=
S r R A SR AR, (H B FF 4 46 K] T 88 (myeloid
differentiation primary response 88, MyD-88) & i [
IL-1 24845 5479 o] 4 45 2 98 hE Je R, $ 7 i KU ¢
i 18 928 I 245 (1) 52 = 1
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o KA RO AZ O A T B A A I 4 D 2R 4 D 0 A
IL-18 IR "™ . NLRP3 8 5E /AIMATE AT 7= A2 1 IL-15
n] i F CXC b B FRLAE 8 (C-X-C motif chemokine
ligand 8, CXCLS) Al 1. #% 4 i #a £, & 1 -1 (monocyte
chemotactic protein 1, MCP-1) &1k K T 3£k, 5]k
JRI I AL 5, 4 5 S A0 B R A AT o L 2
i 48 1) 5% 7T 8 AL 3R AR, T B B FRIBOK ) R ORE R R X
R A SE S S, MSU 5 5 19 IL-18 B U™ K6 4K
ANLRP3 28R /IMA I HOEY. fEZ) AL 1, NLRP3
R KT 5 2 G2 i MSU 75 K (1 9 1 98 EY), HTL-1R Bk
BE4 7JN B A2 T~ 1 400 50 A0k 38 6D B A R /N BRI d s
1 AREFNHINT . 8 FBTiA, NLRP3-caspase-1-IL-18
i A SR AU D% 5 2 A 0 U 3 B K
JTHERR (B 1).

2 R RT RMIEARZE T IR

LR, I35 R 5745 2 B0 W R V6 9T SR 3 2270 9 Bt
IR A AR R TR UK 2K, B 7R PR 22 it AH DI IR I
KO AR YR . SERNG T — 225 W B4 R OKAL
Bk« dE 4K Bt K 2 (nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
drugs, NSAIDs) FIHE 7 iR . X L 254 e dm it JF
AR S A2 AT 1) 8 S O R A b AV, I8 B ) 2k
RAFFER IR o SR, FEAT P AL 22 B0 900 8 i
freb R, JE T ISR, B MRS . BE R Y )

FET oz Wb BOKANBRIG T &0 %, 2 51 ™ H i 5
T8 f N Z A Y, NSAIDs K 5 B i it
9 ~ U LA B AR A0 49 58 RIS 386 o 4 5512223 i 2 Ut
PR AT RE SR TR RA v R IR B F AR R
PUR S e ML FOUL PR 28 406 55 2 A A R OB™Y . [A]
b, AR GEPTR ZGHE IR bR (1 R, HAK 3T B s 5248 114
ZAVESEEEEA L, MR T EE AR R R .

X R KGR S B, IR PR P B SR IR 25, L4
T W S A PRSI A 7 30 R I S AR AT ) A, DA K fle PR IR HE

k24 2R [ A o TX IS 2 RE A AR L PR R KT,
M?)?%Lﬁ//‘\a’%ﬁif o R, X LEZ5 W0 C TR &

A i 2 PR R 22 28 0 R R A ) RORE R B VAT S E
FEAE R, CEE T WA HH T I bR 1 DA T8 0 0 ot A I
ik, SR 4 5 R BN S e 90 AR e TR, B4l i)
Bie PR R VA TT TV 7 5 55 1) 4 ¥ B 2, e ) 2 AE
RRE R B2 R AE I, 77 AL BT A R o
AR, BE A o BEATL G D ER NSRBI DS HE R 72
NI RGETT W R T B e PLIL-1 324845 Bism) (dnfif
A E 2 RAB BT AR B AE PR, e %R v
PEL BT NLRP3 28 i /NS (1) 50 8 1 I 2% 8 R 1 TL-18, R
MEVA PRI XT8R2, AIG IR JZ A UE 7 NLRP3/IL-18
BE IR R AORE T AR AL Ay . R Ik, 12T IR AF
FE SRR AR A% B B 75 VR S 45 24 9 AT e 19 ek
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Figure 1 MSU crystals activated the NLRP3 inflammasome through a multi-step process. MSU: Monosodium urate; NLRP3: NOD-like

receptor protein 3; TLRs: Toll-like receptors; MyD88: Myeloid differentiation primary response 88; NF-xB: Nuclear factor-«B; ROS:

Reactive oxygen species; ASC: Apoptosis-associated speck-like protein containing a caspase recruitment domain; GSDMD: Gasdermin D
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e AR, PRI T G 2 T e R RE S 4 1¥) NLRP3 41 il
FE B e s 254, A A 245 1) 2 e 0 2 % g
I 8% PR 8 A 52 e DL K% B 2% TR I DR 3 o U L, 75 A
R HUAR I A 2 56 P 4 TH] 3840

Rl I, R T A8 % B 82 L ¢ 4 H &350 H T 7l L e
NLRP3 5 iE /MAIE A6 (1) 5 B SR mE, b m B A 77 &
M E L T7 A Xy 24 R Had e oo i e 4 it 7
I R U R —— R R Rt Sl Z oy . 2
B 1) 7 IR AT IX — DB E B, i UM G 28 1 R
S 42 1 B AL R P E
3 HPHEYAK S VR NLRP3 SRE M T X

T2 E TR T SR A A, 9T RO D), HEEA 2 Bt
FEIEARWIRN o 76 B NLRP3 4 iE /INMAAE i K 48
SiEAZ Co MR LR () AT, R 0 285 T T FIOZ I8 B, A
R LA R AL A B A O . AT B AR
25577, IR 24 1) U8 N T, Re e S T I L B
45 7 HH 25 5 NLRP3 %855 /N4 AH BAFE F I B AR BR T
50 PR AT R BB A B RAE R B
2181, I B R S8 HAZ 0 A RS #E 17 NLRP3 #8E
ANMEI 23 F WL FE 3 R EAT VA AN 5 R, B AR N
KBTS IR B R 2 e R &, NIEEh A8 T5
HIHL R B 75 A0 18T 25 Pt e B9 3R LAl
3.1 HIFINLRP3 RIENMERBEHES

NLRP3 ZE /M 5 3015 5 AMY 3 7 NLRP3.
pro-1L-18 5§ il 73 W i i 328, R 9 E /MR 1Y) 2H e 4 it
T AR 5T A, 5 A A A AL T b PO )
BOIRAS, XTJE 22 BOEE T A RIZIN % . L, #E 1A
I NF-xB /2 1 3 3115 5, & M L3 FELIr NLRP3 %
i /AR T K 28 )R XU S E O B 1 SRR o AR ST AR
TN, 2 PP R AR 1 B 23 I 2 18 IR 1 T X — 3 B3R
R ST ENEIR D A

W RAAY R Z R RIES Z R E
P, ORI IR YT 2R LI i 2 — . BFFER A,
K LZRFR e 8 2 25 R /N BT 42 p6s R A
) T IR Ak A A% %% A, AT BH BT NF-«B 3% %, Jak 55
NLRP3 % P /N A 1% A6 FE 30 1) F ik o8 28 38 ) 1 -
(tumor necrosis factor-alpha, TNF-a)+ IL-6 2§ % JiE K T
G, Foe &Rl O 7 I I RN 28 IR TEPS . Sk, B
TR T U0 T AR I S B 8 R B RO M A ) 1B I o/
(IxB kinase, IKKo/B) HI¥E, Ui 17 kB BB 1L, 12 1M
1] p65 B 1 7E 4 5T 5 40 M A% 2 TA) 9 e T o, A
P51 HI 55 NLRP3 48 5 /M 20 26 0 75 (1 Tl %45 5 07
08 B R A 43 A FH R B Sy b, AR A A
FOBAEMARER OKBEFRNTRER, S84
1] Vi B 4H 24 b TLR4/MyD88/NF-xB {5 5 fll i , I %

IR NLRP3 ZE/MA (¥ K1, (HX TLR2 /K- JE & 3 52
a2 $E R HAE R A — ek . Ak, #5 3
Bl 1 5 340 e 30 3 % it SR A R PR P [R) 18 ik 2L 470 5 1)
o NS R BRI H NLRP3 28 i /NMAFI NF-xB 15 5
I PR BOE A, B REUS I MCP-1 3R & 85-2 (cyclooxy-
genase-2, COX-2). 5 F & — % fb A A& B (inducible
nitric oxide synthase, iNOS), - 1 ¥k T 22 4Tk 12 A% i
# ¥ ¥ B (hypoxanthine phosphoribosyltransferase,
HPRT) [¥] mRNA FIA; 35 3 5 78 U6l A 0% 1 i AKG
1 NF-xB/NLRP3 {55 5 3 % 1 B 0% (10 R I, 38 e 2
T8 E ALY B AL B (superoxide dismutase, SOD)- £+ it
H ki E ALY (glutathione peroxidase, GPx)- 4 it H
Jik (glutathione, GSH) %t 5 10 B 3 107, #it Bz 25 00 m]
it 1 4% NLRP3/NF-xB {5 53 i, 0081 =y bR R 1L AN
9 R/ B 2H SR ST, AT IA 381 4 it o XU G 9
RV,

K B W 25 Ah, At 28 Y 1) R R 7 B AE T T
NLRP3 & %M & 315 5 I E T 2 B SO
I8 X2 ROT TG TR IE o B S Rl 7 B By AN RE e 41
il NF-xB 15 538 i (1) 75 1k, & gE [ B #06) MAPK 15 5
I8 P IR Ak c-Jun 2 55 OK i B (phosphorylated
c-Jun N-terminal kinase, p-JNK).- filf 2 1t 41 it 415 = 1
W ¥ B (phosphorylated extracellular signal-regulated
kinase, p-ERK) Fl i B2 1k p38 22 24 J5 i 1k 55 (1 ¥ i
(phosphorylated p38 mitogen-activated protein kinase,
p-p38) MK, 2 4 5 Ik 55 NLRP3 4 /MA I 5 35
5, SEAF AR T NLRP3 28 5E /AMA IR A0 B 5 B2 AH 56
RNE R BB . AR R 2 5 T 0 e AL H B
SR TR 428 D0 245 - [ 3 0 NF-,B {5 5 38 2 DA SEL I
JABE 54, I YTIEAESR = SOD M GSH /K F, [#1K
4 -l (malondialdehyde, MDA) 7KV, 3F 3075 # A 1
E2 AH SCPH 7~ 2/1fL 21 2 N 4 - 1 (nuclear factor erythroid
2-related factor 2/heme oxygenase-1, Nrf2/HO-1) #i 4
1hiE s, R AL A BATRRE, EEIT
AT DI 2o A ] R T A 5% B B A v AL 4T i A B
[ (neutrophil extracellular trap, NETs) T il AH < 2 H 1)
15, AR 4R 5K A EF-3 (matrix metalloproteinase-3,
MMP-3), M4 MSU 7 T B9 AU 5815 98 280
JSE, 508 56 O BTGRP HPY.,

ZE LR, X e R IRTE ML o B % e, (HERE
I R s R R 77 20, A R ) B NF-«B 3 S
NLRP3 RAEAME“ TR BNE T 7, #5305 P9k B 17 4 15
EA LIS e 9% A0 PR B0 T 55 55 ik 3 AR, SRR R T —
A2 B0 I W IR R A 28, S I R T R AR = ) 9
JAAHRE W2 77 BE5E 1 2 S 1) 24 B 2 B il
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3.2 EEIEINLRP3 &AE/MEARILE 3 5 80T

FE T AE 5235 28 o) NLRP3 4 /M i 20 35 5 %
RS BUL-18 F %O RE R TR &P IR
MSU & 74 4E 8 “ iS5 5 7, filk & NLRP3, ASC #l
caspase-1 JE 5 A &, 12E 1M U1 #) Hi& 40 IL-18, 3k 3h &
RE IR R B o R b, B 4 1) 2% 4 R /I 1 2 2 B T
RE, A2 M\ Ui BE BT XL 98 0 1 G B SR o AT AR T K
B, 2R KA LSS, EREEEEA T
NLRP3 JAE/NMEAR &, 3 3L 5 58 A0 sl 301 caspase-1
T, AT R DG B BT R AR
3.2.1 #0[E NACHT 45 #918 NACHT 45 #4 3k 2
NLRP3 ATP Jiff 3% P4 (0 36 1 o 0y, & AN g I8 i K fi#
ATP Ry S /M 25 FE AL A 1, BE & /5 NLRP3 H &
FERAL UL K 5 %75 5 (1 NEK 7 45 & 1 45/ FERAB, 24
R BNOE S 5 )5, IX3I £ > NLRP3 HL ik SR 4R,
HET #1655 ASC Fll pro-caspase-1, 56 il 4 ik /MA [ 4 2%
(R b, NACHT 45 #4) 5k A1 2% A i 4R S 2 4100 o) 551 ) o 22
. HET, 24O S E M RAR YR iE I B
A BB 1 NACHT 25 14 380 1) ¢ 1 22 56 2 7 151,
A P WTIX — i

TE— TUEE X 150 F R AR L & W I T i, B
P T S5 7 oot I L T~ 18 ) 9 gt 5 £ 400 o) 35 1k
WL 7R B, B Re 18 B 445 & T NLRP3 NACHT 445
a3k () K R R 335 7 A, AT 58 4+ 1 L BEL W T NLRP3
5 NEK7 IAH EAE H, #] 95E MAEZH 36 . 72 MSU i
SR /N RO R B A A W e S R A ST %
FEP AR IR £ 105 R, = K& 0 3R
KT MR AT 5 NLRP3 () NACHT 45 k4 b 2 bk 2 1R
598 fr i R AE SN 4 B, S T ATP B IS M 40 )
NLRP3 48 it /INMAR (1) 20 2% , e 4kl o5 4k, JEAE S04
PR IS IE H P MR, KR R R FEAE A EA
NLRP3 4 JiE /IMA I RE 5 PR AN $k 57): 'e Re g it 5
NLRP3 & I NACHT 25 #4345 1 2 e & R 279 T i3t
Y4, BH W NLRP3 5 NEK7 (/) 4H 5.4 F, M i 30 41
A G, B, MR A R KU ST 2 2
RUWE FR 9% /I8 SRS RS rpr ) A2 5 F R I R B TR AR YR
7 W TR0, T e AL P R e B AE FH T NACHT
SE R RS R 335 5 H &R 271 AL T
NLRP3 5 NEK7 45 &, AT # ] NLRP3 48 /A
. AEE R, IR A K T NLRP3
(19 ATP Figy VE, S 7 AT ke i /B F AL, BRI B A
N FE R ET B NLRP3 i) 55 1) EZ e S &9 . 1E
MSU i 5 ()98 KU DG 5 98 /I BB RS Hbv R Js v S e 7
16 TG 5B 35 4% 7 NLRP3 A5 10 98 0 I B, 3R 97 3%
SRAE NLRP3 JE K i b /s B AR 58 429 %, iE— DAk L

1 A S PR

322 FHASCERL HHEH ASCIERIL Lk
{55 J5, #id CARD 45 #43804H 5% pro-caspase-1, # —
T8 3 431 A] R B AH HAE R B B PR N “ASC BE 17 I
KUFERNEAREGY . %I 0T RS % UK L
{55, 3 N pro-caspase-1 ] H B Ul fy 2 T — AR5 2011
T &, IR B K & IL-18 55 KO0 K1 1 il 34 5 B
JREY R, F ] ASC B 5E B Ak 2 R T 28 0 IMAAE 5
Rk o B JORE S L P B SRS

T4y KRR =T I B4R T AT B B ASC 1Y
SRk, B R NLRP3 285 /MR R 2H 2% 530& .
DB PHE R 2K 2, I8 A E 2 AT B R0 ) ASC B 1 . R T 45
B LR I A P I UE SE R S, IMMERR 2K L R BE
456 T ASCHE H PYD S5 I A 2 1R 13 5 M2 1R 24
I 8. Z4G AV AT BEL T MSU & 4415 5 1Y) NLRP3 5
ASC 2 [a] (¥ A5 FAF FH , 32F 17 40 i caspase-1 ¥ 4 %
IL-18 RG-S B 5 2 R ARL, 2l ok e s
SR (spleen tyrosine kinase, Syk) fll p38 22 %4 J5 7%
W& F S (p38 mitogen-activated protein kinase, p38)
I8 B A pro-IL-18 & B [F] I, 3E g B 21 ASC &
1 F 55 8 A AT $41) NLRP3 28 iE /N2 25 535 401
R0 JEE A BT Ty D) 7 $0 1 ASC BE i B A 1 2 A, RIS
I8 BE VE 55 caspase-1 2% [ 13 4 LA % 28 % 44 ROS 1 4=
%, %f NLRP3 Al 22 4 25 83 & 25 Al F 2 (absent in
melanoma 2, AIM2) % it /IMAEE) 2 38 4 4 FH 20
3.2.3 0%l caspase-1 &M [k 7 LREA T RS
T N HBEIATT B RAR AN, A A ik W] B R
] NLRP3 #&RE/IMA 1) R i oS B 04T H ——caspase-1,
AT BE W 98 A5 5 1 B X R il . Caspase-1 HI35 16 A&
NLRP3 %8 JiF /N A4 0% 1 br 25 P 34, Fod i o1 %)
pro-IL-15 1 pro-IL-18 ™ A FL A7 5 Z4 B 28 3 M 1) 1l 24
MR FP. Rk, BE3EMH] caspase-1 FIVE 1, AT
T NLRP3 %8 i /M4 IE 26 A RIS 22—

T BB OIE S g DUR A0 R 45 T caspase-1 3%
PERL 5, 75 2 P 771 5 208 NLRP3 28 i /M & A6 it
TR, A 2T caspase-1 1 H BY V) 5 1540, #3010 2 2%
I LA IL-18 11 530k o 7E MSU 5 3 FRIJ KU/ BRASE Y
Hh, TR E B AT B % A A R K M, ot A S A
caspase-1 /1 F 1 A /MATE AL B DIAH O™ . ANE
Wi A2 —Fl 20 B8 /N 2 B R ) £ Y N B, IR )
2 TR T 2 Fh 9 RE PR, 045 KBS D Sk T
2R JE B RE AL SN BEF ORI, N E N
il AT 3 I B R 0] caspase-1 YA A TS P, 015 2 Fh
SORE /NI P [R]B E 34 B TP NLRP3 [ ATP &
P, 3X R BHAZ A G PIRE 98 RE /N4 I 14 R 4 ) 4 FH T g
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J5T%F NLRP3 ] ATP By PRS2, 27 /)N 156 N BR AR
JHIRTT IR AN ST R 25 T R 18 77
33 ERERENAIREEMEES

2R A Tl e [ 15 7 AR ¥ ROS 42 0% NLRP3
RAE/IMEI S LUFE S . ZRERARRE U ROS K&
A RL R DNA 545405 #H 5% 73 1 B 20 (damage-associated
molecular patterns, DAMPs) 1 F % % {t. 12 1fi NLRP3
PR R A, IR R e i AL R A BLAE A
# H (thioredoxin-interacting protein, TXNIP) ff H 5
NLRP3 45 &, 1E [a] I #2523 R ok, 200K 1k
ROS A 40 i S 0bs &, B 72 B AR 20E /M
BB AR . 1Y 2 R i B Wk DAIE R 32 B 4ok A4k, T mp
) X — I A

— BB TR SR W I 1 T AR AR Tl RE A0 i AL 8
WOCBGE W IR P A B, P NLRP3 RN
Ak o ] B 5] H ] ROS 72 AR, IF BH BT TXNIP &5
NLRP3 FIAH LA, 75 30 WY b oA R0 9 5% 745 I I
Fe gAY . SRR BEAE SR T ILE SOD i 1k, [
fik ROS. MDA %5 S 1k B 45 b 19 [7] 1, 68 98~
TXNIP.NLRP3.ASC % caspase-1 &% AR &M, #%
TR ) ok X EE AL ) R AR R — U TS0 Nrf2 5t
A IE B DL D 2R AR ROS A2 B o5 — 5 T B2 T3
NLRP3 5 NEK7 AR EAE H] & ASC 35 54k, HHAEH]
AT B N2 0 i) ) 308 30052/ BE A R B H 2 B R i
K5 4, RE R R 1 Keleh £ ECH S8 BE 25 11 (Kelch-
like associated protein 1, Keapl). i Nrf2 & H Tt
AALEE [11HO-1 . NAD(P)H: R L IE E i 1| (NAD(P)H:
quinone oxidoreductase 1, NQO1)] FIZR %, M #E A
BEHEPUEACT RS P2 ER 2 AL G i AL
2y P2 SO — R s R SR A S, B I Bt
RAEMES . W OR, £ 2 PP S BT, FH S
A 5 (& 2l J — S 2 B0 158 il oy e s 2 ]
NLRP3 #IE/IMERITEAG . FAE AL 5 oo 2ok 4
D5 VIAH O 1X L84k & W0 mT R 5 AObL A4 5 R A7 S RF
LR A IS T 2 iE ATP 5 NADH 2B ik, FF 01 il
ROS 77 4z,
3.4 HthEENLRPIHIFEMRI KA

Bk T A @ sk B 15 NLRP3 2 T4 ASC 3
AL I caspase-1 ¥ 1 B I 158 28 R0 AR 5 v 1 40 S5 B
BABLIR K R AR =W 4, 1A At 22 bt 3% 12 1l 70
BIE S W] 200 I NLRP3 4 i /N, 1 T 2% ffe e AU
RATR o KSR BAE BARAEF T A B &AM, 5
Py 3L R Fi 1m0 NLRP3 98 i /)N 4% 388 i 1 B AR i 4, g —
HFEE TR YHURE R R A S ERE R W
T B FRAE R BB R I AR R RR TR T, e

i b 255 R A 0 M UK R A o R TR . WL R AT R
BH, 2 B 2RI gk 4 A 1 A e O R, T e
NLRP3 % 5iF /A 1) 3% 40, AT R 45 2% /i XU IR AR
FIPO, 23 F B S W SO R T K, He Az 0
BLI7E T B H0 H) NLRP3 48 i /A 1 B0E 5 1 UiF
IL-18 55 980 K7 ORI . b Ak, e 3 R e oo 0 1) 3 e
W % AL B (xanthine oxidase, XOD) & 1 & i ' It
ATP 25 & & %% 12 8 H 5 & G A 2 (ATP-binding
cassette sub-family G member 2, ABCG2) & 1A >R F& (%
JRER KT, M ks /> MSU iX — NLRP3 {1 5% 8 0%
W, M )42 A L B 28 4 B,

gk L ik, i 4% NLRP3 4 iE /MM & T 25 2%
B3 T TR R G BEAL R 2 — o TR SRR, I
W BE M A K H AR AL g B B I e T
%% 1[26-34,36-39,41-46,48-58] R
4 PHEHZHANEIEENLRPI ZRENMETT RN

WiRT pr IR, W % b 250 PR R R 8 il T i
NLRP3 % E/MEITEA, B EMRAERT R, 5
B — B 0 R E B R B E AN ], 2 T SR
AR AT RN, E I 2 Ay 2 2
% W [F) B, R A AR R AT VR T AR A . 7R X
PRI RIS, R T T RERS [P T TICOR
PR AR U — 28 E B K —HH 234405 7 X 2 1 B [RDVR 9T R 4
T NLRP3 %85 /N TE A2 1% P 28 1 R DA AL . R 3T
¥od o M AR B 7, R IEAZ O A LSS 45 =
KB ETTAG RN T 3R, BERGHRAT AR T Z
Y B2 Y42 NLRP3 28 5E /IMA 1B 7 i -
4.1 R -RAENEIFIE

FEA U - 90 W E W R E T b, R A A E %
T NLRP3 SAE /IMA A T 1A < SORE S L, B8 33 B 1
28 v PRIR IR IX — 5 A, B 1w R 2 “ A A e v 7 )
TBIT RS . VUMb EGR X E 7 I HE . PR KT AL
V5T A A AT % R 24 4 R B (R VR 9T I %%
F 4 PAR U - AORE 7 B R — T 1 a8 o 4 )
NLRP3 48 it /INMAE AL, ok 2D TL-18 55 2 Fh 28 6 F - 1
BT8G5 — 7 Hnd@ i PR ER i B 1 3Rk, G st
ST P, 0 PR AR PR BR (uric acid, UA) K JiE
XOD 7K FE M Sk ik b 7 MSU B T% RS U0,
MSU 1IE J2& i#i% NLRP3 #) 5C 88 A P PR e B 15 5, AT
ST _E i B 28 R ik e DR R ) E IR o AE IR T Al
b, IR AT AR T — P bR R R T 4E T, i Bk
B 18 7 15 4k AR DU 0 B30 BRI Rl B 5 Ak 1 B IR IR S5
PR WIENE R o B SEIRE S, %7 AR E K
PRI 7K, 30 3 25 40 ) 9 6 40 23 NLRP3 %8 i /IMA A
REFMRIE, BARKIH BN RN, 508 F 2
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Table 1 Regulatory effects of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) active compounds on the NLRP3 inflammasome in gouty arthritis
Action stage Component Key target & pathway
Inhibiting priming signal Epicatechin Inhibits p65 phosphorylation and nuclear translocation, blocks NF-«B activity>®
Neoastilbin Inhibits IKKa/f activation, modulates IxkB phosphorylation, prevents abnormal p65

Targeting NACHT domain

Interfering with ASC
oligomerization

Inhibiting caspase-1 activity

Regulating mitochondrial
function & ROS signaling

Luteolin/luteoloside/
apigenin
Morin

Icariin

Quercetin
Paconol
Palmatine

Alantolactone

Costunolide
Oridonin
Inulanolide

Caffeic acid phenethyl
ester

Resveratrol

Obovatol

Coptisine

Parthenolide
Corilagin
Evodiamine

Gallic acid

Berberine
Tanshinone I1A/
isocryptotanshinone/
dihydrotanshinone I

Other multi-pathway regulation Taxifolin

Curcumin

translocation®”

Inhibits TLR4/MyD88/NF-xB signaling axis activation, selectively reduces NLRP3
levels™

Inhibits NF-kB/NLRP3 pathway, downregulates COX-2, iNOS, MCP-1, upregulates HPRT
expression'™”!

Inhibits NF-«B/NLRP3 pathway, elevates activities of antioxidant enzymes (SOD, GPx,
GSH)™”

Modulates NLRP3/NF-«B signaling pathway, inhibits renal oxidative stress”'

Inhibits activation of NF-xB and MAPK pathways"*!

Inhibits NF-«B pathway; activates Nrf2/HO-1 antioxidant pathway; inhibits pyroptosis and
NETosis™***

Directly binds NLRP3 NACHT domain (Arg335), competitively blocks NLRP3-NEK7
interaction™

Covalently binds NLRP3 NACHT domain (Cys598), alters ATPase activity”

Covalently binds NLRP3 NACHT domain (Cys279), blocks NLRP3-NEK?7 interaction**
Acts on NACHT domain (Arg335, Gly271) to interfere with NLRP3-NEK?7 binding
(ATPase-independent)”*”!

Binds ASC protein PYD domain, blocks NLRP3-ASC interaction*'!

Inhibits ASC oligomerization; also inhibits pro-IL-1/ synthesis (via Syk/p38 pathway)"*”
Inhibits ASC speck formation, attenuates caspase-1 activity and mitochondrial ROS! !
Binds caspase-1 active site in a dominant conformation, blocks its autoprocessing and
activation!*!

Directly inhibits caspase-1 protease activity and interferes with NLRP3 ATPase activity'***%!

Inhibits ROS production, blocks TXNIP-NLRP3 interaction'**!
Reduces ROS and MDA, increases SOD, downregulates TXNIP, NLRP3, and related

: 49
protein expression®”!

Activates Nrf2 pathway to reduce ROS; directly interferes with NLRP3-NEK?7 binding and

ASC oligomerization™**

Activates Keap1/Nrf2 antioxidant pathway; concurrently inhibits TLR4/NF-xB pathway"*!
Modulates mitochondrial membrane potential, complex activity, and inhibits ROS

production™***!

Promotes cellular autophagy and efferocytosis, thereby affecting NLRP3 activation™
Inhibits XOD and upregulates renal ABCG2 to lower uric acid; inhibits NLRP3 via
antioxidant effects and disruption of NEK7-NLRP3 complex”™"*"!

o RE NG I 25 G2 AR DA RE A ST T K A BRI R 2 PR,

it K 5 905 LA A1

I BT BEAR PR R « 1L fig 7K P A0 5715 Hh MSU iR, 4E
S R HE ST B IR N 4% 2 3 A 5 R SR 2 2 A A
S, HaE vk e vl B4R 5 S100 49 45 & 42 1 AS/A9
2 5% (S100 calcium-binding protein A8/A9 complex,
S100A8/A9) 454, i #1H] SI00A8/A9-NLRP3-1L-15
155 5, X MSU 5 3 i IR IV ST E T S5 —AiT
Az T A T A R I 7 I DR b 50 L PR R LT A I
YUARKPENE [R5 v B e A Ay 3R A B 45
Tk Ry AT w9 T I UL R 3- i Bg/R A e B
(phosphoinositide 3-kinase/protein kinase B, PI3K/
AKT) {5 538 %40 #) NLRP3 % JiE /MA .COX-2 )2 iNOS
Feak, IE T R AR M JE T B, AT % AR R XS B 06T

4.2 L HEIER A EHNE

TE 20 U 98 ik 38 2% iy 5] 410 1) SR g b, 25 B 07 i
(] I T F NLRP3 JAE /A Je e B3l 45 5 9 2%, SBLxT
RAEF IR PN RGP . iER AT 25 BB H A
(L BUERS ), HHAER ATZ) RO BE RR B R AR B
T H BG4 LU K, PR T A R IR
1BIT . Meta 73 4T s, HAEJR ER & 97 0 35 UA
214N B ST B % (erythrocyte sedimentation rate, ESR).C
J N4 [ (C-reactive protein, CRP) % IL-6 %5 J5 L T
LTS 251 B b, %07 RE R 2P H ) NF-«B i 2% 56
B HE H (p-p65- p-IKKA # p65 J p-MAPKs) ¥ 14, Al
NLRP3 #iE /M ZH 3¢ (9855 ASC 5 pro-caspase-1 #H H.
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TEF), SEBGT 98 RE BRI =17 Y38 3ok [R] i 4
1l P2X7R/PKR“F1 BRD4/NF-xB iX I} % | iifi (5 5 1 4%,
A RGN B AL S ONLRP3 48 /M (1 2H 25 AN 2 g e 1
BTN UEIACTT, DT 2 AR A DG4 48 1) 9 SR R
43 BERMESRZAT

FEREWINES REEE, 50 h 245 7571
VE FAMLAE T #0285 /MA B0E , B8 e Bt a1 % 4
J I G R A IE R IR G S 5 AT RGN
IRBE R SEI B S T PR AR o BF A SR, AR B Ak R
J7 AT $f 0 A A M1 AR AR J2 NLRP3/IL-1p4 38 % 15 1k
X AE DG R REEVRITE R« W FdE— B3R, 1%
J7 i RE 4% NF-«B/HIF-1 15 ‘5 i 2% X NETs ¥ 1k, 2 4
V5 H R R A OA BRT. 5 2 2R, BRI R R
A e PR 22 56 77 “ /8 I3z AE 40 i) NLRP3 48 RE /M B0E

(9 [E] I, R 5 2 kb NETs A2 k7. B b B &
ST T ) B AR 7 AN R AR XU B PR
R A CRP 7K 7, & fE 1 % PINK 1/Parkin {5 5 18 I/ &
(R Z KA I, AR Sk b a2 NLRP3 #AE /MATE AL 1)
a5 5. ek B R R R R T RS
B, 207 AR 5% i U MR G0 28 AH SGHE AR,
B RE A8 00 B TR X 5] )l TE R L, KRR
B BE Muribaculaceae « XS B B LR 1 #2455 B AR
X2 BE, I o 5 U R AR AN B S5 RN A G R B AR
YD Re, It [F] 28 A 56 59 5 NLRP3 REAS 5, 178
LR 37 R0CUR TR B 1 B R - % Rl ) R
BT R a2k, RERPEE J7 ¥ LA NLRP3 %8 S /M
NI AL, 8 2 20 5 W R T PO TS AR 1T . K
FRE TR LS SIS R (R 2)P7

Table 2 Mechanisms of TCM formulations in treating gouty arthritis via modulation of the NLRP3 inflammasome

Mechanism
Formula name
category

Composition

Integrated regulatory mechanism & key
pathway

Dual regulation of Simiao powder
metabolism &
inflammation

Qingre Huazhuo
Jiangsuan Decoction

Qushi Xiezhuo
formula

Huazhuo Sanjie
Chubi Decoction

Synergistic Guizhi Shaoyao

inhibition of Zhimu Decoction

classic

inflammatory

pathways Sanshi Decoction
Immune QuZhuoHuaYu

microenvironment Decoction
& systemic
regulation

Tongfeng Tang
Decocotion

Atractylodis Rhizoma, Phellodendri Chinensis Cortex,
Cyathulae Radix, Coicis Semen

Poria, Coicis Semen, Clematidis Radix et Rhizoma, Polygoni
Cuspidati Rhizoma et Radix, Perillae Folium

Phellodendri Chinensis Cortex, Atractylodis Rhizoma, Coicis
Semen, Smilacis Glabrae Rhizoma, Poria, Dioscoreae
Hypoglaucae Rhizoma, Alismatis Rhizoma, Imperatae
Rhizoma, Stigma Maydis, Crataegi Fructus, Achyranthis
Bidentatae Radix

Atractylodis Rhizoma, Smilacis Chinae Rhizoma, Phellodendri
Chinensis Cortex, Coicis Semen, Dioscoreae Rhizoma,
Chrysanthemi Flos, Ranunculi Ternati Radix, Verbenae Herba,
Achyranthis Bidentatae Radix

Cinnamomi Ramulus, Paconiae Radix Alba, Anemarrhenae
Rhizoma, Ephedrae Herba, Saposhnikoviae Radix, Atractylodis
Macrocephalae Rhizoma, Aconiti Lateralis Radix Praeparata,
Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma, Zingiberis Rhizoma Recens
Talcum, Gypsum Fibrosum, Calcitum, Armeniacae Semen
Amarum, Bambusae Caulis in Taeniam, Tetrapanacis Medulla,
Lonicerae Japonicae Flos, "Jinzhi" (historical preparation)

Smilacis Glabrae Rhizoma, Dioscoreae Hypoglaucae Rhizoma,
Gentianae Macrophyllae Radix, Paconiae Radix Alba,
Achyranthis Bidentatae Radix, Corni Fructus, Cremastrae
Pseudobulbus

Smilacis Glabrae Rhizoma, Dioscoreae Hypoglaucae Rhizoma,
Bombyx Batryticatus, Coicis Semen, Clematidis Radix et
Rhizoma, Plantaginis Semen, Paconiae Radix Rubra, Paconiae
Radix Alba, Sinapis Semen, Pinelliac Rhizoma Praeparatum,
Bombyx Batryticatus

Downregulates renal urate transporter
expression, enhances antioxidant
enzyme activity, inhibits NLRP3
inflammasome activation, reduces uric
acid and hepatic XOD levels”*®"!
Lowers uric acid levels and suppresses
the expression of genes related to the
NLRP3 inflammasome'®"’

Alleviates joint swelling and pain,
reduces blood lipids and MSU crystal
deposition in joints; inhibits the ST00A
8/A9-NLRP3-IL-14 signaling axis!***"

Reduces serum uric acid, creatinine,
and ESR; inhibits the PI3K-AKT
signaling pathway; suppresses NLRP3
inflammasome activation, and
decreases COX-2 and iNOS
expression!***”!

Simultaneously inhibits NF-xB
pathway activation and NLRP3

inflammasome assembly'***"!

Concurrently inhibits P2X7R/ PKR and
BRD4/ NF-«B pathways, thereby
suppressing oxidative stress, NLRP3
assembly, and pyroptosis'®**”

Inhibits M1 macrophage polarization
and activation of the NLRP3/IL-1/
pathway; modulates NF-xB and HIF-1
signaling pathways and NETs
formation!™!

Inhibits NLRP3 inflammasome
activation while significantly reducing
the generation of NETs'™!]
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Continued

Mechanism
Formula name
category

Composition

Integrated regulatory mechanism & key
pathway

Duhuo Jisheng
Decoction

Gentianae Macrophyllae Radix, Poria, Cinnamomi Ramulus,

Angelicae Pubescentis Radix, Taxilli Herba, Eucommiae

Activates PINK 1/Parkin-mediated

Cortex, Achyranthis Bidentatae Radix, Asari Radix et Rhizoma, mitophagy to clear endogenous danger

signals that activate NLRP3"*!

Saposhnikoviae Radix, Chuanxiong Rhizoma, Ginseng Radix et

Rhizoma, Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma, Angelicae Sinensis

Radix, Paeoniae Radix Alba, Rehmanniae Radix

Modified Baihu
Decoction

Radix, Lonicerae Japonicae Flos

Gypsum Fibrosum, Anemarrhenae Rhizoma, Glycyrrhizae
Radix et Rhizoma, Oryzae Semen, Achyranthis Bidentatae

Alleviates joint symptoms and inhibits
local NLRP3 signaling; reverses gut
microbiota dysbiosis, restoring the
abundance of Lachnospiraceae,
Muribaculaceae, Bifidobacteriaceae,

Lactobacillaceae, etc!”

5 REESERE

25 LE BT IR 9 U IR R L B R R T B
206, HALLZ MR A WK L BRI PR R Kk =R T
7R Y RAFIT 20 B UE 4R R A, H 2578 %
P BRI ), HAE VLRI R 2 HL 2 2 IR, 0 XU
B A 1 URR (AL AR AT = I 2 B U

AT X H 2535 14 2 T 78 A AR Bl A TR T
N BN 55 7K, W88 7R T 24 4 T Fil NLRP3
PR /AMATE A I EARIRTS, GRS RS aE S T
P NLRP3 H0E 5 5 - B4 4 A T NLRP3 &1 1 A &
PASE ) L 5 AL B 5 ASC AR ELAE T (e it E W 2
545 G 2 s AR TR — R A, gt
e BT IO AAE T H R GRS RE 7, Bef 8] )
PENE W 28 22 AR HEAT T T, 31X — 4 i B8 S5 R IX
Tl 22 R 2R B 4 1 0098, A3 B Tk /D it 245 P R4 s
B BRI, “ 22 iy 20 0 507 (1 Ja 1 B v 24 P e 34t
S FCIIME s . T T SRR 2 A U A,
7R A 2 2 P R B R T I 25 5, H i DL B if
T 78 VR LAk B WAL A O TR &R, DL B A
SITEVR A BAEF o ek, 2 R 7E A A R B A
I FEBE FAT BN TS, AN T A RS R4 e B RN
I AR 53 A7 B S8 38 B 78 T SRR 2% B A o e %
b, PAK i A HEM R AR an ] o IX P BAAR IR, 49
W 9835 Toi2H4 Ak 41 S 00 W 5% 3] 1) 1 54k P 11 B 5 24
RMOEHRE . A HL I B T AT 310 “ o — s - —
BRI EUE Y 2N, BORE AP B E dn ) NLRP3 53 5%
A Bl 1 W S R A DA 5e B o R AR T R A A
PE W25 TR 25 B P . TR I, SR A I A R & Ok
HI,

P QIS EN RN (R RS WIRN IE R ECE 25 ¥ N
Bl o N E AN AR R I % 1 AR A 2 R, O A
BH 998 98 B 285 559 XUES DLAIE 1% 5 NLRP3 4 5E /MR
TERFAE L B AR 5 AT ORI 7T, N RS0 JE T

FESL ARG — A W) b 75— SOE WX 487 B0 B R R, A
HET TS b i . EULIER b, AT KRG EM R
W FAE BT HR 24 (R RO A B, 4 A AR A 2 S AR
S B AR, IR S TE GBS 3% NLRP3 2 /M
BOS IR S A A S, eI F 4R R —ig
YE Ry o AE WL JZE T, AT £ B R BN g% #5 (CRISPR/
Cas9)E H R A5 7 T R HOR, 3 — 20 B 1
235 PR 2 5 NLRP3 %80k /M J G 458 88 ) 22 TH]
BB A B FHR A5 . A, B 254K 151 40 5 5 i
BERREHR, BeIB B 4 DURG TE R A Bl A T
T, WIH AT SN AL 50 B AR = M AE 2 23 rh IR B 1) S
AT, BT AL 25BN )15 5 AR I BN AS R, A
T ] B L OE (4R N 25 R0 kit . i — S N 2 2
A2 AR 2 5 vl 2 U A 45 G I SR, AR R
oy — 4 55— R T B 2 4E 4, BT R G R
2y RL 2 N IR R S NLRP3 48 P 465 1 S A 45 76 A

Zx B TR, T PNLRP3 258 NSV b 253697
I TTRE T — 2 B A BT ST At . alid AR 2
FEARUR BE P28 FAE ML, 5 IR A B 7800 = BR A, I
FARRAE B R % A, 1 — 5 (2 B AT B F 2R 7 BT
PO A 2458 24 B0 e, Dl R 24 TR AR A AN [ B Ak
ENHHIE ST

EE Tulk: BRI 7 DT 4R IR AR RS TR S SOl e
1 a2 /INbk B 57 S0 BRI R FR B B AR AT 2 R S
ANFEAB ORI X TAE; A 55 4= 4t £ Bt S0 A% 10K .

FIZE RS AR 7 B AR SUAAEAEAT AT R 7 %
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