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Research progress on SARS-CoV-2 inhibitors targeting
papain-like protease
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Abstract: Papain-like protease (PL™ or PLP) is a key non-structural protein in the replication process of
coronaviruses. It is responsible for the cleavage and processing of viral polyproteins, and has deubiquitination and
delSGylation activities, which can inhibit the host's innate immune response. Due to the high conservation of PL™
among various coronaviruses such as SARS-CoV-2, SARS-CoV, and MERS-CoV, it has become an important target
for the development of broad-spectrum coronavirus inhibitors. Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic,
research on PL™ has advanced rapidly, and multiple classes of candidate molecules with clear structures and
definite mechanisms have been identified, including non-covalent inhibitors (e.g., GRL0617 and its derivatives),
covalent inhibitors (e.g., vinyl ester compounds), and inhibitors derived from natural products. This article reviews
the research progress of PL"*-targeted inhibitors, covering their structural characteristics, activity data, mechanism
of action, and discovery strategies, aiming to provide theoretical support and design ideas for the development of
broad-spectrum anti-coronavirus drugs.

Key words: coronavirus; papain-like protease; small molecule inhibitor; drug design; broad-spectrum antiviral

6 R 7 (coronaviruses, CoVs) A& — 28 - 5 i

WA H : 2025-09-08; A& TE H 1: 2025-12-22.

SEEWH: HRAAR S TIITH (82373727); Ih AR A LR =5 H
(SYS202205).

*J@ HAE A Tel: 86-531-88382005; E-mail: zhanpeng1982@sdu.edu.cn;
Tel: 86-531-88380270; E-mail: xinyongl@sdu.edu.cn

DOI: 10.16438/7.0513-4870.2025-1066

WS i T F 95 S AR, B3 o SRR 7 (A TE
R 7 229 (HCoV-229E) 1 NL63 (HCoV-NL63)].
gk PRI B [0 )™ 2 Sk PR £ 5 AL e IR B (severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronaviruse, SARS-CoV).
IR 255 4E (Middle East respiratory syndrome, MERS)
TR EE (MERS-Co V) B 2L ek 5 (SARS-CoV-2)].



FARESESE B 1) A TORE 28 1 B 1 SARS-Co V-2 411 57 (¥ i 7 Jie

+ 1499 -

y IR BE O IR BE SR, 3T 20 4R OK, e IR B AL 5
T3 YCRAT M, A4 2003 4 1) SARS™. 2012 4F
1) MERS™, DA % 2019 4 Ji 2 K 1R 8 B 7 1R 0 2 Jek
(coronavirus disease-19, COVID-19). H#ASARS-CoV-2
fF B A KT SARS-CoV Fl MERS-CoV, 18 A% Ze
S, AR RO S, gt A AR S N R A
e R 22 Al K 7RI R

NG T BN B 2 ) A L R LR T R G
B S IR 2 (A S R 3, FE IR IR VBT L SR E
Wy B AT, B BURT R R A s . RE
NG F UGB WAL COVID-19 9897 FR R IE T A0l Z
PRI RIT 280, AR E 3R 25 W BB PR L3k A7 72 i 24
SRAR ARG 151 25 24 77 B K 2 4 B 1 A6 Il i, DAL AT
TR 2 2 2 MR BRI 234 . b4k, SARS-
CoV-2 1) H PR 28 53t N 25 ) 3k % 1% 77 3 B T 24 1k R
A, B T YU R E R A R e ) oK
H 7 I A B I 3T COVID-19 2547 1 #1955 5 RNA K
¥ M RNA % 4 B (RNA-dependent RNA polymerase,
RdRp) &% 3CL & 1§ (3C-like protease, 3CL"™), {HI% 7%
FRERAS 5 3 SO 24 1% 1) R H 28 R, BRI T I A 2
Y IA RtE o 3X — BUIRE U SR B 5T R A
HELE, IR BA A A PR 5 259

£ 21T 50 AL 7 R0 55 25 10 O AR, 0 7 g i
AR, R FEOMN, SOV EZEN AW A
SR, B 1 AR, R # e g 5 — AN R R B

A

AFEE AR . 5 3CL ML, PL™ /£ 5% # 11
A= iy J T o 47 8 AN AT B 0 €, RO B AE SR IR
7] SARS-CoV-2 PL™™ [ 31 il 71 A 7¢ 3 Ji, T SCH E 5
VRN IR PLP™ (4544 55 T g, JF R Gi A 4A 25 K40 i 571
FRIRIE IR
1 BREERE SRR PLHIER

ek R 55 2 DR 20 R 4 1 BRI IE B RNA, AT H
AT CL 0 5 K RNA FE R4 (=30 kb), 75 21529 M
F BEHE (open reading frames, ORFs), 4% 9 860 ™4
Ff . "5~ 5-HEFIIEIX (untranslated region, UTR).
S il i (ORF1/ab) 5 H 1 [H R E A (S)-BIE (E)
JE (M)-#Z A7 (N)]-3"- AR BB X &5 7 41 (B 1A).

SARS-CoV-2 Ji # 4 K| 41 0,45 & /) 8 & 1) 5" K iy
ORFla/b g 1 (1) K 24 &2 1| 1fg 2 5 25 [ ppla Al pplab,
BE— 2 Wl 75 2w 4 1) 2R DD FI R 16 R ARG/ R A
(non-structural protein, nspl~16), X $& | 45 #) 25 4 7F
T3 B ) SR s il R b R B A ORBEAE T . o,
nsp12 /& B3 RNA MK#i [ RNA K 458§ (RdRp) 7 P 1)
A 3, R TR R 5 7 5 A/ S K % B AL R
nsp3 G A IR 2 1 8, 17 nsp5 A3 75 [kt 7L 51 1 g A
EHE AW, nsp3 Snsps LRI L REA M2 A IEL
HEAY.
11 HBEESRFESNEEEL HhLsHEals
T 2 i SR TR I 5K 5K &R 4% AL 2 (angiotensin-
converting enzyme 2, ACE2) 2 A 4E &, M SR AN

5| Orfla
Orflb |
B
Coronavirus . . -
U'Bindind and viral entry via @ @
membrane fusion or endocytosis N : \19
. )
fecen \l WExocytosis / \ o~ :,‘5\ s
¥ V.Y N/ 1}‘{ T\
b ¥ L )
se—— \ .. Ub-like
Ribosome / 2Release of viral genome m:{;’,‘: :,?,ri‘oz ;L’,‘; ,I,r;ss‘::e B Thumb
B Fingers
NAAANNNNNNL, enome - = Palm
/ (+ sense) \
Do T f 7S,E, and M proteins combine eaic)
polymerase 3 Translation of viral e 4 { /4
polymerase protein wihinuclecopsid 1‘\“\ ‘I 'Tl .|‘\ D
I Nuclecapsid
4RNA replication Viral genome
v AN .
Genomic replication N \
AAAANANANAAAA
RNA genome | @ ic (nested) ipti Nin
\ - sense) VMAAAAA Nudieocapsid(N:®
VAV Spike(S) | ©Translation of viral S
Pl 1 structural proteins
MAann” S, M, and E at ® Asp 286
Genomic and ER membrane
subgenomic RNA
(+ sense) Created with BioGDP_com
Figure 1 Genomic composition, life cycle, and PL™ domain architecture of SARS-CoV-2. A: Genomic composition of SARS-CoV-2;

B: The life cycle of SARS-CoV-2; C: Domains of SARS-CoV-2 PL™: Ub-like (residues 1-61), thumb (62-178), fingers (179-240), and
palm (241-315) (PDB code: 6WZU); D: Location of the catalytic triad: Cys111 (yellow), His272 (blue), and Asp286 (red)
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Figure 2 Chemical structures of compounds 1-7

Active site

Figure 3 Binding modes of compounds 1, 5, 17, 19 and 20. A: Schematic representation of the binding mode of GRL0617 (navy blue)
with SARS-CoV-2 PL™ (PDB code: 7CJM), with key amino acid residues shown in pink. Hydrogen bonds are depicted as yellow dashed
lines, and z-7 interactions are shown as green dashed lines; B: Superposition of the XR8-24 (navy blue) and SARS-CoV-2 PL™ complex
structure, with a salt bridge depicted as a magenta dashed line (PDB code: 7LBS); C: Cocrystal structure of GZNL-P35 (a precursor
compound to GZNL-P36, navy blue) in complex with SARS-CoV-2 PL™ (PDB code: 8YX5). Hydrogen bonds are shown as yellow dashed
lines, and 7-x interactions are depicted as orange dashed lines; D: Atomic-level model of the Jun12682 (navy blue) binding site in SARS-
CoV-2 PL™ (PDB code: 8UOB). Hydrogen bonds are shown as yellow dashed lines, van der Waals forces as red dashed lines, and z-7

interactions as light green dashed lines; E: Key protein-ligand interactions of SARS-CoV-2 PL™ with PF-07957472 (PDB code: 9CSY)
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VERE) IR RIS PLY SR 44 1 A S 11

[{4E 9 H, Ghosh Z£* L) GRLO617 1 M5t & 4 F,
Wit IHE R T — RYITHED, Hoh GRLO617 ¥y N-FH 5
A (14, B 4), SR H &AL PL #)WE 1% (IC,, =
0.48 umol-L", ID,, = 20 pmol-L"), 5 GRL0617 (1,
IC,, = 0.9 umol-L™") AH LA — & F2 B 1) o 3, X 422155 A
o HOE A AN A R T SRR RN, Ik
Ab, i8I GRLO6 17 H (1492 Ik i ik (41 8 e g Tl I e 4
FI4b &4 15 (IC,,= 6.3 pmol-L™, ID,,= 56 pmol-L™).
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\_§-NC>~( 0._N cl HNT NN V\N)l""W)L

. M - \( 0;3(0 H
NH o

o) o

ECs0=0.42 pmol-L™!
K;=37.7 nmol-L"!

1 O
o O N4
HN
ey SO
N

Compound 24 o)

OO ICs = 2.69 + 0.34 pmol L1
Compound 23

ICs0=0.76 pmol-L™!

ZT

SIMR3030 (27)

Compound 25
IC5p =044 £ 0.05 pmol 1 Compound 26

IC5=1.0 - 8.4 pmol-L"!

ZT

CA-074 Me (31)
ICs=39.35 pmol-L™!
CCsy=47.66 pmol-L!

HO

@iﬁ

Compound 36
ICs0 =339 + 109 nmol-L™!

CPI-169 (28)
ICs5=14.17 ~ 19.8 pmol-L™!

F0213 (29) Ceritinib (30) 1
N~ ICsp=106.29 pmol-L"

ICs0="7.4 pmol-L™! R
ECy=4.5 pmol-L" H  CC5=21.09 pmol-L!

[¢] —0
O HO s?
O :
Se /N
Se
O

Ebselen (33)
ICs0=2 pmol-L™!

Compound 34
ICs0 =236+ 107 nmol-L™!

Compound 35
ICs0 =256 + 35 nmol-L!

Bruceine D (32)

—0
ICs0=0.78 pmol-L™! o
— <1 (0] [¢] Cl

CCs0=0.38 pmol-L (e} N

N N /

H il vaTo N va!

Se Se Se
Se%—z HO —0
Compound 37 Compound 38 Compound 39 Compound 40

ICs50=10.578 = 0.04 pmol-L™!

ICs0 =263 + 121 nmol-L™! ICs50=0.990 £ 0.06 pmol-L"! ICso = 1.038 £ 0.08 pmol-L™!

Figure 4 Chemical structures of compounds 8-40
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SN o

[F] 4F., Garnsey 260738 i #L#5% 2% 2] UK 3l ¥ 245 9 &

i, MLGRLO617 (fb &0 1) Rk, it wseflith: 25
R G e IR | R i ik A2 1 Dy R R IIR R, P
NN EE | R 215 21 58 7 40 & ) PF-07957472 (20,
Pl 4), x5 76 9 B 2% B H A0 S 00 B0 S (BC, =
0.147 pmol-L™"). PF-07957472 5 SARS-CoV-2 PL™ [{]
HEEW RGNS R T HE G B 5 bR
BL2 3R B 10 11 4%, 5 Aspl64. Glul67+ Tyr268 LA
GIn269 5 N JE Bl ¢ 8 S 8, JF 5 Pro247. Pro248 Al
Tyr268 & 4= e & #H B AE FH (& 3E). PF-07957472 5
GRLO617 7E PL™ &5 & AR ) 450 & A 1) B 1 s %
B EIRTEI 2 T AL b -N- R e R R T R
KB 7K 2 T A0 50 A 20 - ME S (45 Tyr268); Jii 14k
(UK R N-F 3 1% 5 Glul67 J /b M, A TR 35 o 7 dh 25
4 Tyr264.
2.2 WREEZRHPFEIF 2014 4, Baez-Santos ZP¥% i+ &
¥ SARS-CoV PL™ i ] 7] rac5c (21).rac3k (22) %
Itk &Y (B 4), A IRNE-4- FF BERZ S 28, 2020 4F,
Klemm ZE"HfiE racSc B8 & 2 M1 #] SARS-CoV-2 PLP™®
(I35 1 (IC,, = 0.81 pwmol-L™), 7E 41 J S 56 1 RE A R pH
Wi 2 nsp3 H BYY), B 32 HALTE M, TR B A
B YL 5 B AR PE 5 (IC,, = 0.1~1.7 pmol-L™) 4
RT3 &

SR, o S0 783 X racSc FIAL G HEAT Fa e 1k 4y
TR I T VF 2 B e, JGH 2 ZEIR W] BRAEAE &) AU A
FeAEREME . 2022 4, Calleja 25206} 1 Wik e 28 410 ) 771)
AT T 2o, EE R EAE Y RENE LR
PE AW RS e P R s B2 A3 e .l AR
racSc 25 HE I8 gl N AL, 1928) T 6423 (Kl 4),
Al T 5 T A A P B AR R e MR R M (IC,, =
0.76 umol-L™".

2021 4, Shan S5 %38 o #4 3 98 G PR & L R E &
BT S At R SR AR Ak, I T B
VA8 BE IR 20 SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ 411 1)y 4 41 1) 77 Ak &
V)24 F125 (K 4). 1b&424 5 PLP () 3L G 450y BoR,
%5 T LA U TE R 5 5 48 PL i A A7 15 B 3 i 45 & 1
8%, KM HAE AR S Tyr269 KA BEAEH, 5
Aspl65 1 EfF A TAEFH, 5 Leul 63 Pro248 %5 [ i 1t
%77, UL 5 Tyr269 B & S8 EH (K 5AB). HF
FNRIEE L 5 PLP -24 B 59010 4L d g5 M Xt b, R
THEY 25 AT RERI 45 AR

2022 4=, Freitas Z¢05@ i o 1 i Wik e 300 1) 751 ) 4%
Oy BRBRAE, BT IR IR L T 30 A T RS m
Iy T4 5, 2B GRLO617 FliL &4 26 (K 4)

26 %f SARS-CoV. SARS-CoV-2 K Wi & 7 IR 7 2
BiSCoV-Rf1.200 4 [ PLP™ ¥ JH 4 1% 140 BE /R 2% 400 1) %
P (IC,, = 1.0~8.4 umol-L™"). BT H MEHT T GRLO617
Fe k&0 26 5 BiSCoV-Rf1.200 4 PL™ {3t 5 4544 (&
5C), ¥ /N3 PLY H i 77) ( Pom 8235 4 8 230 e
N
2.3 MGIRRZEHDFIF] 2023 4F, Hersi 250230 it 26 A i
M 70 FlA A DB R ORI T — Bk Y SARS-
CoV-2 PL™ 41 ] 57] SIMR3030 (27, K 4), H & 7~ tH xt
SARS-CoV-2 PL"™ [ & R4 Bl 3% 4 (IC,, = 0.039 9 +
0.081 pg-mL™), 7F 4 f s 56 2 35 B K i 25 2k
(ORF1b Ml spike) W1 315, & A B £ K& i 5 12
H o SIMR3030 52 —Ff [X ) T 1if 19 Fh i 22 1 )\ &3] Wk
I[2,3-a] W IBRIZE B 42, 9 SARS-CoV-2 PL™ ¥ B /Ny
FHNHIFIRTF RS T

2024 4, Kuzikov 5 ik 25 4 1 R F (4 VF £ 07
i, KB T — P AL )57 CPI-169 (28, K] 4), Hxt
SARS-CoV-2 PL™ [{JIC,, 74 14.17~19.8 umol'L".  #43
SEMESLIG L 354 STD-NMR A2 4 1% $211F S CPI-169
5 GRLO617 35 4+ 45 4 PLP™ [ BL2 ¥4 1, % ] CPI-169
Al REIE I o5 P % 4 A A A7 s SR A ] PLY 4T A IE
hfe.

2.4 [EOEZ 2022 4F, Yuan 50950 i & 30 & 0 ik
50 080 ML &9, I T 2K I e 5 R LA H 5R)

F0213 (29, K 4). £ SARS-CoV-2 J& 4L [ £ fi A 7Y |
BfF 58 & W IR (po) FHIE s 5 (ip) MM & 1245 T
B F0213 (5 mg-kg). SRR, MRS 2455 M
S —FF, FO213 ¥ RE 0 3 PR AW it 50 5 B3 0 , I s il
R E AR, 2w AR 1) B AT RS IR P
AR o 3 I X0 AT ) A 4 B B, R A BEL BT
PLP X9 8 2 R A I Y1), XEeds bt PL™ 1) 22 # ik
fitg 35 M, K E TP R B . F0213 Xt SARS-CoV-2
(IC,, = 7.4 umol-L", EC,,= 4.5 umol-L"). SARS-CoV-2
ff) A% 5 ¥k < SARS-CoV. MERS-CoV . HCoV-229E }
OC43 ¥ o W S (ECy,=2.2~4.8 pmol-L™).
H T 45 6 55 0 1R, R RE B f# BT F0213 55 PLP™
L A .

2024 47, Li 6738 i vy il & 0 % 285 Fi AR
072, KRBT 3 FEn B PLP #4177, ceritinib
(IC,, = 106.29 pmol-L", CC,, = 21.09 umol-L"). CA-
074Me (IC,, = 39.35 umol-L"', CC,, = 47.66 umol-L™") F/l
bruceine D (IC,, = 0.78 umol-L", CC,, = 0.38 umol-L™")
(30~32, & 4). Mt ceritinib A1 CA-074Me 7E 41 fitd P4
FEIH 22 W PLP 1) 1, o CA-074Me [ 41 g
N 75 T4 58 T ceritinib.
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Figure 5 Binding modes of compounds 24, 26, 41, 48. A: Surface representation of the SARS-CoV-2 PL™ in complex with 24 (cyan

sticks) (PDB code: 7E35), demonstrating that 24 is situated within the channel preceding the catalytic site of the PL™ domain; B: Binding
mode of 24 within the two asymmetric PL" units (Chain A, green; Chain B, pink); C: Co-crystal structures of BiSCoE-Rf1.200 4 PL™ in
complex with GRL0617 and compound 26, respectively (PDB codes: 7SKQ, 7SKR); D: Crystal structure of the SARS-CoV-2 PLP™''S.
YM155 complex, revealing three bound molecules of YM155 (depicted as cyan sticks) (PDB code: 7D7L); E: Crystal structure of the

SARS-CoV-2 PL"™-PF complex at 2.7 A resolution. An enlarged view of the fragment shows two proflavine molecules within the substrate-

recognition pocket of PL™ (PDB code: 7NT4)

2.5 Ebselen & E {74 ¥/ 0¥ (35 F i B 32 22)
2021 4F, Weglarz-Tomczak %5 i i 73 T SARS-CoV Fl
SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ [3& PEAL £, 454 40 F g AR i
WIT, I T — & 4 LL ebselen (33, IC,, = 2 pmol-L™)
J AT AN AR B 28 I S 1 I Ak S ), RE B
A PLP f 3 1, L h — 2K ebselen AT A4 (34~37,
4) 2 I H A T0BE JR G ) I A 1R . B T RO
ebselen M HATAE Vi@ I 5 PLY vl M AL 45 HF ) Cys 111
T AN B, AT AN P 305t 400 o g % 2

2023 4, Zmudzinski Z£EP 8 T 34 F ebselen Az H
AR AL AE P SARS-CoV-2 LB T RE B (1 (PL™
M Hinsp14 FEHE R EE) MH0HEEEDT T, Kb is
W38 (F 4) & B H 6 PLP™ 85 3 300 1 2% (IC,, =
0.578 0.04 pmol-L™), EM T EHA A Y ebselen. 7
HMEA 39 (IC,, = 0.990 £ 0.06 pmol-L™) 140 (IC,, =
1.038 £ 0.08 pmol-L™) X PL™ ) 4111 il 7% 1 th w5 {1 T

ebselen.

2.6 Htb3E 20214, Zhao 5P &l B vk T
6 000 Fi 1k & 40, A0 45 CLILVEE (1 259 e A 1k 56 v 16 ¢
YA, LUK ILET K SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ F3MI7) . Al
TR YMI155 (41). K& 7200 (42)FH 2R 1 (43) (B 6)
HIGRLO617 %t SARS-CoV-2 PL™ EA #l il {F i (IC,, =
2.21~5.63 umol-L™"), F# il & YM155, — Fh IEAE I R i
56 oI B A I 25, S M R B I U RS M
(EC,, = 170 nmol-L™"). Bt4b, #F 55 & LR 1E T YM155
5 PLr s s He ek R 45 4 (K SD), 4R T &
AT AN TLI YM155 45 & 07 5, 35 R4 &
SSRISG1S 45 A7 oAb, 75 365 45 A4 3ok B 3 0 2
B —ANYMI155 456407 £

2022 4, Santos 25 Vi 1o JE T 45 #4919 B 0L 7 ik A
A A AIE, 4T T T %F X SARS-CoV-2 PL™ FlIl M
fR B BRI . BN L 688 PR R ISAL A
F AT AV AT T R RLR A, %Pk H ) 24 Bk
HAT R SIS . R ER, P 3 Ak
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YMI155 (41)
ICsy =2.47 £ 0.46 pmol-L™!
ECs =170 nmol-L!

Cryptotanshinone (42)

oty CESs

Compund 45
IC5p=3.25+0.32 pmol-L™!

O b O
~
HoN N NH,

Proflavine (PF, 48) F

ZHAWOC6941 (50) F
ICsy = 8.46 + 0.38 umol-L™!

Figure 6 Chemical structures of compounds 41-52

H W (44~46, [ 6) XF PLP [/ #0 il 4 F B & (IC,, =
1.9~3.3 umol-L"). MD #EJLL 3R B, X &4 7] B A F2
E 4 A, R T 2R 28 4F A B SARS-CoV-2
ESEliabi- AR

/] 4F, Napolitano 25" i & il & i e R 3L T —Fb
I A 4Ek 74 245 1 Y i 3 (acrlﬂavme, ACF) (47, & 6), X}
SARS-CoV-2 PLP* HA 5@ fE A . Skie R BH, ACF
TEAN BT AR NFESTE bR RS 77 B/ BRA A R 5
DA ZA BE SR I B 40 1) 5 75 B ], HOM SARS-CoV-2 Jz
i g ARG B LG )R . R4, ACFE A —FP
EM 2, BAMAAREE . 5 T 3RBUMAR A, BAEIG K
WA BoR R 2 A, R N R — AN R
FIGRWT TR 259 . ML AN RN AR AT T PLP™-
J5. ¥ % (proflavine, PF, 48) & AWML S 450 . 4544
IR, PEYEN ACF I E BBy, U F R - S
76 PLP (R R 45 & 1148 (S3~S5 47 ), PLAE X4 T
A X BHL W 8 Ak 3 P H o0 (1 SE).

2024 4, Fischer 2593 i 5 i PN 34k & W, K
Bl — AN 5 4 R B A 13 30 ) (ZHAWOCS684,
49, IC,, = 32.79 pmol-L") A #il ] SARS-CoV-2 PL™

ICso=5.63 + 1.45 pmol-L™!

ICs9=3.1+0.9 umol-L™!

ZHWOC5684 (49)
ICs0=32.79 + 0.01 pmol-L™! N

ZHAWOC25153 (51)
ICs50=7.30+ 1.31 pmol-L™!

Tanshinonel (43)
ICs9 =221+ 0.10 pmol-L™!

Compund 44
ICso=1.90 + 0.08 pmol-L!

H2N NH,

Acriflavine (ACF, 47)
ICs0 = 1.46 - 1.66 nmol-L™!

Compund 46

HN
T

SIMM-036 (52)
ICs0 = 10.48 + 1.034 pmol-L-!

35 1 o ZAF ST B BA U N e S &, RSt
T TR R, B &3R8 T A S 1 B 2 2Tt
AR £ Mtk & ¥, ZHAWOC6941 (50, 1C,, = 8.46 +
0.38 umol-L™") Al ZHAWOC25153 (51, IC,, = 7.30 =
1.31 pmol-L™, Bl 6). %W 78R M) R BIFARAL T 2 TR
i IV JV B 138 B SARS-CoV-2 PLP JEFE A 41k 71

[F) 4, Liu 55920 i vy 8 & 0 1 A0 25 p e dk,
T HE R PL K63 5 5 1 2372 AR M R B JE LA B
il 771) SIMM-036 (52, & 6). 1% M1 fi] 77 %} SARS-CoV-2
PL™ ] K63 272 3 3G 1 R I 5 57 1 i R0 40 i)
(IC,, = 10.48 + 1.034 umol-L™"). L4h, SIMM-036 7£ 411
#il SARS-CoV-2 PL™ 4 ‘3 15 25 5 il Mk & 15 = 14
T4 & (IFN-B) 5 TH # BH B GRLO617 58 56 (1) 1%
PEo W FCILE I X A ST 5 (HDX-MS)
MR T SIMM-036 5 PLY™ [l 45 &4 =, K I SIMM-
036 AE 1% 52 I Hly &7 4f5 PL™ f¥) BL2 1148, AT 38 58 I XS
K63 K2 FALiG M .
3 HEARNHEEEBEEHENHIFI

SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ A 411 i) 75 @ ik 51 N\ 2 4

G E DL SR Rk, 5 P IS M AL AR 2
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IR 2R Cys111 T B AN ] 3 e A, ] J 225 4 4 ) 28
715 1F -8 APE, [R] I A A8 06 PLP 1 ik 8 , e
T S A0 $00 1) 70098 E i 24 JRU ) B A AT T 1Al
AN ) B BT 22 T PLP™ 45 MR AE , G v B0 1) v
148 K J 30 o X 38 (40 BL2 4 flh), LA 5 55 [l Se it
FURCEA L 2 W S0 RSk R R TT, KRG
BT SRS I R oy T 25 A P

2020 4, Rut WEE T 4H A )Y 2 (HyCoSuL) ¥
T R4 THT B3 14 43 AT, #9578 T SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ (1] i
VIR R VERLU, T i T S A R AR
JOR 2B B8 L B AT vy 3k 5 A 1 AN BT A A 55 VIR250 A
VIR251 (53,54, & 7). X 28401 #] 7 %} SARS-CoV F
SARS-CoV-2 PLP* & HiL tH &y 2k 45 M, 1 0 HoAth 2 1
(MERS-CoV PL™. A 2 %97 % { i UCH-L3) ¥4 |
TEREL S . BeAt, A 5T 1 UL i T T SARS-CoV-2
PLP™ %3 5] 5 VIR250 Al VIR251 5 & W01 db i 45 44, 1
il 750 I 20 B R 5 PLY I Ak o B &R Cys11l
T8 I TSR0 RN T B Tk S A B, JELE PLYOE 1
F148 (S4~S1) W% RS i a8 A6 I 55 48 ELAE FH X 4%
(I 8A.B).

2023 4, Sanders 55" il 1 7 JE 3L 4 SARS-CoV-2
PLP 41| 7] GRLO617 (A% o &5 44 b 51 ANARUTK 2 Sk Fi o5
RSk, BETE T — R AL IR, Hor s B &
55 (B7) &6 & SR H Ee sk, BA B2 14 A
M (1C,,= 0.094 umol-L™, &, /K,= 9 600 L-mol " ™).
Fi4bh, 55 181 N- £ BEAL A 56 (IC,,= 0.230 umol-L™)
B TR Bk i Sk R Ak 59 57 (IC,, = 0.098 pmol-L™)
W R B R G A E M. B SS 5 PL B
AW EE R BoR, Cys11 IR R 75 55 10 & SR
FR R0 23 1) BRI ST TR B T 3B (18C). AT 55 )
i (BSI-MS) tHIF 5 11X L2 4k & # 5 PLP™ i 14 A7 £
Cysl11 S5 G TR T M m&E.

2023 4, Wang 5@ i 54 T M Tk T BT
AN AU 2 ] 7, B O R R e O o) 7
VIR251 (54, IC,, ~ 50 pmol-L™) 158 2 A 3 A7 30 %1 771
&M 58 (IC,, = 2.69 £ 0.34 umol-L™) 3 P4, K F fil &
Fms i AL S 59 (B 7), 3 — KAk & 59 (1
Sk # 0 09 GRLO617 AUV &4 60 13k, A3 Bb &
Y61 (IC,, = 0.23 pmol-L", 7). B A& b T &
)59 5 PL™ i 4y R AL L 454 (B 8D), R &
¥) 59 5 PL™ AL A7 A5 Cys111 i 7 3L 8, IEsE 1
HILM s &, Frf R 7508k (Rl 2
Tyr268) 15 L AH HAEH, NERMEAE LS AT — 011
HBE5E T A5kt Bl

2024 4F, Wang R /8 41138 3 3 - 45 4 1 245 0 %

it, JFR T — &5 SARS-CoV-2 PL™ iy H A 3011 751 .
Z At B BA R 22 1R I Val70Ub 45 & 7 s, i it
FVEE TR B R R PR Sk (s BBk 4
A7 TR TR Mg 550 ), 3 4 38 X5 6 O B R ) PLY 41001 71
L Bt T RN AR ot 2 A S, R
JE B T T 2B 77 20 Jun13567 (62)Jun13728 (63).
Jun13714 (64) (&17), I H 98 R By 40 6105 1 (IC,, =
0.1~0.3 pmol-L™) M #it 7 7 3% ¥ (ECy, = 0.09~
0.96 umol-L™"), H 4L EE PEMRAR (CCy, > 250 pmol-L™).
PL™ 5 Jun13567 1) X 5 26 di A 5 ¥ (I 8E) 7 1 i
AL 1 Cys111 5 & By i3 Sk 2 18] (g 3EAN 45 &, 30 iiE
T BT AR

4  RIRKIFEHIARNHEZE BB HIHF

BT RN FAL SR AN, 6 V2 R A
S VE B3 T 20 % SARS-CoV-2 PLP™ & FE 3 /E H o

2022 4F Li W@ 1 B F 45 I B LR, A&
9 000 £ /> H 25 KI5 AL A W 1A% G2 2 A B ) PE b
52 H 9 B R AR XUHE B 2 1b &) (65~73, 1 9), IX L8 X
B B A 080 I PLP (¥ 2 1 K S 1 (IC, = 9.5~
43.2 pmol Lo 43~ X FEAE 52 28 W], X038 Pl 3 ok ““ X 3
B85 G TE PLY R 45 & T 481 P3/P4 X 3, 5 % Fil
RIEFR IR (Lys157.Leul 62, Aspl64 45) JE A8, M
T BRI .

2025 4F Gu 2L T mnl w0 i, M ZIE L N
FARFEWPEHR (22 000 Fl ik A5 47) %08 Y Fp K SR 7
Y, sydowiol B & H: KB4 violaceol I (74,75, &1 9) v
SARS-CoV-2 Ml PLP™ [ XL 1] 551 . % F MP Al
PL™, sydowiol B [¥] IC, 18 737 4 2.91 + 1.09 F1 5.77 +
1.16 umol-L™, Tfij violaceol T [ IC, & 1] 43 %}y 8.27 +
1.15 54235+ 1.02 pmol-L'. SCHISHRIE 1% IR A4
I 4y T e JMD R R AR KGR, 48 718 sydowiol B [ 1E
FABL A &5 3 355 1 0 95 5 45 4 Zn® M3 45 4 35
L% 31 S2 Wi, i3k i BEL T I A 45 4
5 REEERE

Zx b, PLY AR et PR 25 A= i o A o ) DG B Al 25
E A, MU T # 2 B E H (ppla/pplab) K551
R DL AR B 55 2 1, BB I 2 AL (DUB) 5 &
ISG15 A0 i 1 48 o fa = o K Sy i i, oA A = ek
(Cys111-His272-Asp286) ;. BL2 V4 (Tyr268-Pro247-
Pro248) 1E oy d % J& st PR 25 HH s 5 AR <F, A LAk
NGB 8 A RARp (W03 4575 945) 5 3CL™ (4579
R ) 29t 245 1% R )T RS PR RO B 2P A L
B

I ARk, PLY $ 5 78 % i 2 4 FE R i )
FE AR LA 01 7 458K, LA GRLO617 My 5 T (1 45 ¥4k
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NHAc
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S__N 0O NH o I:IH
o HN o HN o
H H
& a9 H o )J\N N\/U\N NMO/ N “
A A A M- N WY
~N
H oo LM o NH 0 0”0
NH, [ I
Compound 55 Compound 56
VIR251 (54
VIR250 (33) = Kinact/K; = 9000 L-mol™! 5!

Jun13567 (62)
ICs50=0.1+0.0 pmol-L"!
ECs = 490.5 nmol-L™!
CCsy> 250 pmol L

Compound 57
Kinact/Ki = 4100 L-mol ! s™!
ICso = 0.098 pmol-L"!

5,0 OGS Attt et

Molecular

Compound 58 hybridization

ICsp= 2.69 £ 0.34 pmol-L™!

N’ko
At AV

VIR251
IC50~50 pmol-L!

Compound 59
—_— ICs0= 0.46 pmol-L"!

Kinact/K; = 9600 L-mol! s!

ICs0 = 0.094 pmol-L™! ICs0=10.230 pmol-L!

ZT

0” N 0” N
\A/F \j\CFa

Jun13714 (64)
ICs50=0.1%0.0 pmol-L"!
ECs0=260 nmol-L’!
CCsq > 250 pmol-L™!

Jun13728 (63)
ICs50=0.1+0.0 pmol-L-!
ECs0=184.7 nmol-L"!
CCso> 250 pmol-L!

jﬁ\::
>
ol

Compound 61
ICs0= 0.23 pmol-L"!

Warhead
replacement
—_—

Compound 60

Figure 7 Chemical structures of compounds 53-64 and design strategy of compounds 59-61

Fretgemi: FAT4EY) Jun9-53-2 3 i Bk i s B 1 5 1k
NG W R 5 44, 5 Asp 164 T R ARV FH L 0973 8505 1
BRERZ BT 3 £ 5 SRAR 4K 11 GZNL-P36 i i 25 R 3t
A M e B Ao S2 A7 s N-F S R B8 B ARSI IC,, 1A
6.45 nmol-L™ (5@ & #n i, H AR AE P FI F BE ik 62.4%,
FE /N BB AR r I 22 [ ARG 5005 B 3k & 5 A )R 8L, PF-
07957472 JU 388 5 MR A 5 e 25 3 L 5] N F R IR s 5 210
P2, 398 5 Tyr268 1] 7-n HE & I Glul67 [ ER M 1E H,

KABK % 2 nmol L™, J& I H At 5 I IR A0 /7. it
b, WRBE S 77 racSe 48 F A S 1 i AR g AR oe vk
J& , % SARS-CoV-2 PL™ [ IC,, 4k #f 7E 0.76 pumol-L";
W5k 25 4E & 1) SIMR3030 #% it J\ S0 W] Wk 3 [2,3-a] P22 Mk
237 42, S8 0.039 9 pg-mL (i 101 V% 1 s g 2
FO213 1E R A~ E AR % PLP 4 1) 751, 76 6 RR A o
W ELH (HE 2 REANTS5)E T RE
%) B AR fiti 35 99 25 %% &, % SARS-CoV.MERS-CoV ¥J
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\/\! | rml3se ng g o

- 1) 4 H a7 y

N HEE L 106

o A H &4 3 P!
n369

\i""%‘kﬁ,\"’ V=~ 3 G Cys270

Figure 8 Co-crystal structures of compounds 53-55 and 62 with
SARS-CoV-2 PL™. A: Co-crystal structure of SARS-CoV-2 PL™
in complex with VIR250 (Cysll11 is depicted in pink, and the
formed thioether linkage is shown in yellow; PDB code: 6WUU);
B: Co-crystal structure of SARS-CoV-2 PL™ in complex with
VIR251 (Cysl11 is depicted in pink, and the formed covalent bond
is shown in yellow; PDB code: 6WX4); C: Co-crystal structure of
SARS-CoV-2 PL™ in complex with compound 55 (PDB code:
8EUA); D: Co-crystal structure of compound 59 in complex with
SARS-CoV-2 PL™ (PDB code: 8IHO); E: Co-crystal structure of
SARS-CoV-2 PL™ in complex with Jun13567 (PDB code: 9D2K)
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Figure 9 Chemical structures of the nine investigated natural biflavonoids, including sydowiol B and violaceol I
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