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Development of molecular glue: from serendipitous discovery to
rational design
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Abstract: Molecular glues can modulate biological functions by specifically inducing interactions between
target proteins and E3 ubiquitin ligases, demonstrating significant advantages for disease treatment. However, the
discovery of most molecular glues still relies on serendipity, lacking systematic methods and rational design strategies.
In recent years, rapid advances in chemical biology and in-depth research on molecular glue-protein interaction
mechanisms have gradually enabled systematic development of molecular glues. Therefore, this review aims to
organize discovery strategies and representative molecules from three perspectives: serendipitous discovery, screening
methods, and rational design, providing critical insights and references for future molecular glue development.
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Figure 1 Mechanism of action and development strategies of MGs. MGs: Molecular glues
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Figure 2  Serendipitously discovered representative MG structures and their mechanisms of action. A: Immunomodulatory imide drugs
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Figure 3 Structure and degradation mechanism of BCL6 molecular glue BI3802 and its derivatives (PDB: 6XMX)
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Figure 4 The interaction mode of CR8 with DDB1 and CDK12 (PDB: 6TD3)

I B BATTTE R AR Py 25 G 38 o 00 #E ) LC3
A mHTT, Bk M2 2E 5 W& mHTT § B8, /£1597
IR 7 RN AR R O . O R R AR St
UPS R Gt R, i Bl A B8 1) 7 1 JR T R B 1 SR g
18Z 7 2R REAZAE — 58 S A%, BU a8 1y 2 58 37 IR e L
A& T2 as 6 ST 8B B N R .

25 RAERIRSBEEFIE KOt MIR (fluorescence
polarisation, FP) M i& i@ i 18 B 2GR IC 454 5 # R
HaE I RRGESEN, TERSa A S EAN
ShERE . NHIE TS T AH LA RN O 3 B 1) 25 W B 4t
T R S5 T BEY, Simonetta 25545 H 9% 5 I IR
FoR, ML 35 LGS ST T s Rk,
I KB T p-catenin 43 T it B i 77 NRX-1532/NRX-
1933, X4y il i #4595 p-catenin 55 SCEB-TrCP % 4%
it () 51 R0 77, (R 3k R AE Y B-catenin iZ R ALFE R . ik
SER RN S, R G P = g6 Y R L g R & 4] W7
PL5 B-catenin-B-TrCP Fi [H ¥ BB K #H AR . %
i #1308 T A A e s IR 1 SR AN T 2 R R 25 )
FERIRAL T8 7

2.6 DNARRIULEMETRIE DNA %L &9 &
(DNA-encoded compound library, DEL) 7 % 5 R & —
Mhesa T HEWFA G TAEMFRER, T TS
ORI E K EA G HTAERME R E Aol &
THDNA KBS/ T ama &, Mg Z RS
VISR, AR Ja I ik S R A B SRR ) IR A,
FEF FLHEAT I P % 52 AT EE B AP Lin 0%
TF 7 —F“DNA b5 25 -VHL Bt 7k -2 8 (A 45 6 4 7 X

(] DNA i f% VHL 48315 34k 5 ¥ %, VHL CIP-DEL.
i8I PR K £ 100 J5 4~ DNA S5 TR A0 & Wit SCPE, o
1% H R A AT [A) S $E ) VHL AT BRDO LAY . B, 8
i AlphaScreen. 3 T 5 25 F & JL 4% (surface plasmon
resonance, SPR). 3E 48 P i il (mass spectrometry, MS)
A1 NanoBiT %55 R 5 E & I, 4644 13-7 76 41 i+ g
SR AR % S BRDI-VCE = 5t E &K, B
R F%fi# BRDO &, HFE i B0 T VHL. 81 3%
J5 ik H IS S =B A WY BN RE T,
BB TCRUN, R oy I B A S T ke B T i A
27 FMBIESMGEIE S5 M5 5 M (affinity
selection mass spectrometry, ASMS) 254 7 R~ HERH
i (size exclusion chromatography, SEC) 1 #H {4 % -
R (LC-MS) F2 A, F FH 8 [ )5 5 e A2 fif 25 3 22 1) 22
SR X 5o F AV UG AR . Hu S50 88 7 — ok
TSR AT 73 AT (9 40 I L B2 0 0k M, R T AL S
RATHIE IR PR o 1% HBE 25 G A0 2 SO ey 18 5 o
Y8 I ASMS HiR, To 75 4 T Al RI AT SE B H AR B A
MRk . @i SEC o Bl S ik = uH &
), B4 LC-MS K& A -Bea S 69, FIAE S
REEMAE AW EN. Z I 7L /£ CRBN-GSPTI
RS A IGUE AR, 43 T e ST6986 E MM AL EE H 5 {5 %
BRI 2 M8, HAS 5 50 & O 3 5, 1 e o) T
CC-220 JU TG Wi )87 o 5 FH 5T 3 43 A 07 a2k 77 =X i) H IR
KR i 3 7 B TF R R

28 ETEREBEARKIERARGEERSRIEER
FEAFBANFIE  Xo ST BRS04 i



.+ 3350 - 25% %4} Acta Pharmaceutica Sinica 2025, 60(11): 3345-3354

R BEAE R IR A FEFR (unnatural amino acid, UAA)
HVEE AR 25 50 M, FFR T — P 4 ) B e 4 43
TR 5 0 B3 M - W7 AH LA F BT 7. 1%
77 ¥ Ik K A B P I AR R SR R R R T 191 N E3
HEFE I CRBN [ 45 & FL I, 166300 2% 18 T 523l
T2 A 43 T R 5 () CRBN-JEE ¥ & & W 10 34 4l
3R, R T R G BARAE R B FIHERAYE EIRRIBR .

W TR T 46 58 1 4 T e CC-885 15 5 19 P ¥l 1k %
fRJEY) (1 GSPT1.GSPT2.ETF1), Hi7~ 1K > T
DKY709 BT #E AR FIZ1, #0 J& 7 H i fE ¥ AR 2 ). Bt
A, WL EE T 4> F e 5 CRBN WIS & 451, ¥t T W Fh
H O R B 7 CM =2 AT CM-3, Ho e 2 R v R
MM. 1S 40 i & th R B 3 P s 1k . i AR
AR 53 o AR 790 R mT A 5 AR ) R LR L T k2R
YR TR, IR T RS CRBN 45 & (1B =, 16
N T X E3 ERERG -y TR TR AT R AL,
CONT] FCZG BRI A SRR T RSB 2 (LT JR AR AL T T
A -

3 DFRMEEIRT

UG R IR, 43 s W 8 77 32 AU A8 R I B &R
G i, BhZ RGEM T TR AT IR A8 AT DA
IMiDs [ &5 M A6 N 3, B anir 5 FE e A7 A2 4 DKY 709
(1T A, P 388 0o E ¥ 5 B fi BE A% v 5] N R BE 2 I A
N AUAE H 3RS T % IKZF2 285 B B R BE /7, 38

Lo 4

Targeted inhibitor

Fumarate piperazine handle

|
O+ .N
I\ (o] vs*
R-N. N ‘b\\
— ) R
N
0o

2H-Azirine handle

warheads/handles

Covalent warhead / handle

Vinylsulfonyl piperazine handle

Ynamide

SEPL T X IKZF 1 FEfRE P IE B4 . H T DKY 709
CLE NI PRI T B o 38 F0X — JEL %, 76 08 B CRBN
Gh By S 24 R A —— I R A R S L, BE TN
SRS S ARG TT R T R R4 TR, Wi CC-122.
CC-220. CC-885. CC-90009. CC-92480 1 CC-99282
S, EAIY I AR S 0 B P A T R
EAFE R 2, B O %02 T IR I AR Ak e i 41, 3
AR — P T A A 2 A 0 1 00 3B S S R T 52 3 %
o BFFUR I, 8 I 0T F B AR 0 A A AT A
1B, 5IN“FANF7, AP A A0 o T I B AR
Ao AR ML : BR85S 3 A, L T
I 5 40 30T 1) R 5E E3 EEHEEE (W DCAF16) 5k 5L T pi 3k
g, WimHni Jffe e L H-E3 E AV, REEA R
file (15, 2 DO A 43 B H s e 45 1 T B A I 3R
W, e 00 o) 70 2 A Dy R AR 7R P 93 1 PR A B L %o
8L 43 e 2491
3.1 ELERIKES FRFMW Toriki F 2 H—
B ALY 2 TF W SR, TSI T AN B A 1) i A 2]
Oy TR BE SR A BRER 4K . BF 7T LA CDK4/6 411 ] 571
ribociclib Ay, @it 51 N & LRI R "IN F4, 55
CDK4 5 E3 & 4% filf RNF126 7% Ji St t 8, AT firk &%
CDK4 P& fift . & aE MR AGJG, 1235 M A5 B diE 52 m 1
DB A5 T, R T R 4 B AT 2 Bl A A
Al oy 1 I B fg AR, 43 0l S B4 CDK4, BCR-ABL/

+ — OO+

Covalent MG

=+ ’)(S,N,O - %

2
Acrolein analog ©
o HN o
o &
OsN
B- Nitrostyrene SyAr

Figure 5 The mechanism of action of molecular glue based on covalent warheads/handles and the molecular structures of representative



A TIREIE R WESR R ILE] A B - 3351 -

Table 1 Reported covalent warheads/handles and their recruited E3 ligases. SNAr: Nucleophilic aromatic substitution reactions

Covalent warhead/handle E3 ligase Applicable target Ref.

Fumarate piperazine handle RNF126 CDK4, BCR-ABL/c-ABL, PDE5, BRD4, AR/AR-V7, BTK, SMARCA2/4, [40-42]
HDACI1/3, LRRK2, TBK1, FGFR
Vinylsulfonyl piperazine handle DCAF16 BRD4, AR, BCR-ABL/c-ABL, SMARCA2/4, BTK, CDK4 [43]
Acrolein analog DCAF16 BRD4 [44]
2H-Azirine handle NEDD4 EGFRMSSVITOMCTITS ‘K4, PDES5, BTK, BRD4, BCR-ABL, SMARCA [45]
Ynamide RBBP7 BTK, CDK4, PDES, PI3K, AKT, BCR-ABL, BRD4, EGFR"$$//T790M/C7978 [46]
S-Nitrostyrene TRIM28 BRD4, BTK, PDE5, BCR-ABL, LRRK2, EGFR!$¥#//T790M/C7978 [47]
S Ar DCAF16 BRD4, CDK4/6 [48]
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IR AL P R S P R S, R 5 T 24 ) ) Py 4 )
MR ERTT T EW A, N T R I AR B AL R
TR R T R
3.2 CHEEBEIRS FRFW LimEEES—
T AR Hh, SRy 0 e 0 o) 1) 5 A R a3 T B SR 4k
AW, ABET SO JQ1 NI AL, & 1 — R
AAFEEFMHOEN IQUATAY .. XETEMRES
E3 S H I b 1) 2 Job 22 IR B8 At S8 A 2 B IR e 17, 3 T
B fif BRD4. i ik 25 o, 2 £ 0 B it 19 ik ik v
00 1 1T v 2 HL e 3% P L 4 BRDA B . 85 A
U 2 LRI FUE— 2D AE S, X K5 T Re 5 E3 i H:
DCAF16 454, M55 S BRD4 (4R . BEAL, B 7 % W
LB B R 4y T I T R A, 5 E DR
T IRTFARFRAA, AT R T 2 P A ) O AR, {2 i
AR.BCR-ABL/c-ABL.SMARCA2/4.BTK /% CDK4 %%
ANFEZENE A AR . A EAERNE, AR
HH 2EHIEFU R I N FE R I R W 2 40 7 IR U AFE AN [F)

T2 1 Bt S P A L 2

33 SEARRITENS FRFW LiSEWIRHT
— o T RS A B A B U (08T B 43 R B AR R
T o g, LLBET #0771 JQ1 L fik, 53 FF & i #E 1)
BRD4 [ = 5 fRAR R o WEFC TS W b JQIT K 38 K by
(1) U5 B o S BE TS B, SRAS40T A2 ) GNE-0011, Jf
i 1% T M RS 2R TMX L. BN RS RAE 2 T IR
£ Hl, 5 S DDB1-DCAF16 5 BRD4 % — 3 45 #) 15
(BD2) #H HAEH, % 5 1415 7 BRD4 BD2 [1)3Z = AL FF
filo LT 7R BH, TMX1 IR 2L 17T 5 DCAF16
1) Cys58 Bk = ¥ il A4 8, i BRD4 BD2 1) 17 7£ fig
35 B SR AZIEANB I RO, T BBl B A 1B 1
W A, AT — D iR ik T A 3N OB
B, JE3RAR T B R AL 7 i MMH 1 A MMH2.
A% BB BR, T 7 DDBI-DCAF16-BRD4
BD2-MMH2 5 & ¥ 1) 45 ¥4, I 52 T REAR Gl Bh 2L o 42 1
FIAEAE o R SR U0, 30K I T A K “ A B B B A A4
T SL SN 2 T I BIALI, 1K R SE 2 7 I B T H
Ry R

34 22H-BAHFERABETFRFW He FPHREH 17—
ot 3 T LA 4 55 B3 72 3 0% H2 1 NEDD4 15T 2L 58 i)
A i SRS, RS DI 0 o1 790 2 R 4 I A i R
W 7T LA brigatinib fi7 42 ¥ LS-106 A H 42, {4 B H xf
EGFR"SVTOMCTS (g o 1 oy, 3 i 7 L 77 8 2 1Y)
WRIE IR b3 3 51N 22 Fioig s st sk QH-B AR A L 30
S LB, Tk 2 H-R AR A N A AT i
$ EGFR = RAGK PRI SLM AL F . BE)S, BE
Jo7 20 22 SE LI BIE 9T K L, %% ki@ i 55 NEDD4 E3 7%
WG C1286 B HETE B3 B, T IE L2 R - E
{438 % A 5t EGFR (1 B i, 24 o ik EGFR it 24 2% A8 2
BETRR R . BRSBTS BT IR IRIE 1) E SR
JRE T+ 0 B il T A IR R 4 1 IS 43 A N EGFR 411
i3, TR T 3 B AE B AR B3 & Bl 1Y) EGFR 4 T
o WFFCE R, 3R TR 7 AR & A I FF
T 1, T 2H- 2820 A TR A 001 R P e A vt 1 A
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AN, W — D 2H-E R A AN &
AN TR 2 501 R 1 PR 1 A T, R T R H R 8 B [ [
fif CDK4.PDE5.BTK.BRD4.SMARCA %1 7> T Ji%,
E B 2H-Z A PRI 20 - I T SR s LA s . fE
BEEN S, H RT3 T 58 /0 BCR-ABL #I fil] 713 70
# Jé T & ] VHL . CRBN 25 PROTAC X} Ber-Abl™"' 58
BARTCEARRL ). TR E R R 2H-F =5
M 2K 9 ke, AN e 9% B fi# B 4= A BCR-ABL, X
BCR-ABL""™' RAG R B 4 B RE 711X N s IR &
fif 25 PEFR AL 1 B LK
3.5 HERRESTREFR  Wang 5NN (ynamide)
TERIEM S5 NZ PN g F3dlR T, R T — &
FIFLANADH ) X LR ) BE % 3 2 PO K A g
T A, AT S B v A A AN WA . T Liu
S VST G158 A ) FH R e S 0 B0 Sk T R R 4
E3 1EH: RBBP7 14 I PR RS . 1% 9T ASEA BTK
FRHI AT B e B, A5 A T B BR IRE I | R
45 5] O\ CLHE e TR 1 TR0 T G AE N ) 22 o ek .
Hodr, BB # Sk b &9 YT-57 B8 H B I 1
BTK [ iE P, 3 — PR AL 5 3R15 1) YT-58 B A &k
(1) e g 1, L P M B e 77 bE R A B JE B 2 20 %
Yo FLUTIE/ R W 6 ] (Co-IP/MS) AL 3% 1 (1) 25 1
20 % 7341 (activity-based protein profiling, ABPP) 3£
B, YT-58 bRt sk v S &1 1 E3 3420 RBBP7
5597 A2 PR &R (C97), it B Th#H 2 RBBP7 3155
T BTK [Efif. M0Ab, X Fh sl & F -t 2 -RBBP7” 3
i [l B P 0 O S o AR TN ORISR N F T
4 [5) CDK4.PDES.PI3K.AKT.BCR-ABL.BRD4 D)
AN A EGFR 4% & (41 L858R . L858R/T790M/C797S)
(R BC AR - I, 3% LB P AR 357 B A 25530 A Dl ke 2 T 1% i
F o IX T TAE LT — Bl e 09 e ot Sk L AN 8 55
RBBP7 52 H )iz B 1 B AR 1R A B AL, Do ol 1 fie 288
S FRETF R S4B Al . (HESE RN, |
TP AR B T i 3k 5 B 1 G A 2 (D PR ARl i B B B
VF RS 1Y 0 R 1 R
3.6 B-HHERZEHBNFRFW B 7 2H-BA RN
FUBR B R 5 1 B2 T 2 4F, Ouyang 251700 5 1 p-fi 5
R IR AT I B Sk, ER T — MR BY B W) 2 B
1 R U eS DU it N P v R =3 s & DA e
G, RILB-THHE IR M B % A S S 1) 2 R A mT
WA Rk o R T A B BEAE S E R A L
7 (acute myeloid leukemia, AML) 41 i 7 fE 8 it B 2%
BT A 5 1, o B BENO-6 F NO-26 #5745 52 N 4
LA 15 1 25 (9 SND1 A PTGES2, 4 %31 ] AML 2]
MOSGEE, ARSI R AR T I E R AL Bl S,

TFF 5033 — 20 R 12 580 S B FH T B o 90 1 8 o, JE s -
H R 2071 N BRD4 #1577 JQ1, SIh T & L&)
4090, 1% % fif 77 AT 46 5328 Y E3 FE LB TRIM28, Jf1K
3 530 Sk FE AR 24 TRIM28 1) C232 47 /5, 5 5 BRD4 i
iz F-E AR AT . B, W -IE R
I35 33k 43 SR N 3] BTK .PDE5 .BCR-ABL.LRRK?2 LA
J% EGFR"MWSRTTOMCTTS 25 A ] B () O A4 BB, B A113)
RE R T 75 5 AH B B 0 B A, ELPE SRS R A B
CRARONE” I I 12 SR I R R L AT IS
37 ERFERKRRNESFRFWE 7HEFEEZ
HU AR S B (nucleophilic aromatic substitution, S Ar) /&
—FhE LI S N, 78 2504 R A AR R R
BT S Ar AN B S B & T RS s, AN
THF RS B B AR Y. Zhuang SEEE HY I
BSAIE 7 — PR S Ar S 3 Sk I R 2 B A 7 1Y) I
P45 0% . B 9T 8 56 E BRD4 #1171 JQ1 FRIA 7 2 5% X
BoI N S Ar sk, SRR 227-16-073. %5 &
P R7 JBE JR 2 1 b 9e A K o), L B 280 0 iR 4y T
J& MMH2 #1PROTAC dBET6. HLHIBF5EE M, Z2Z27-16-
07381 S Ar 33k 45 & E3 % #: DCAF 16, 155 BRD4
TR S FE RN, B AU S0 S Ar #3k
TEIQL i Tl 48 L&A &, whae 5] T BRD4 7= 4E
AN B P& 4% . Hbfn, BRD4 BD1 A1 BD2 43 i) il it
DCAF16.DCAF11 ¥ 2% AN 7] 1) B3 34 £z iy i % 13F 17 P
fif, IX NS PR AR B AR A TR TF B, A,
SR B W, B S AT TSk A BN A
il 77 TL13-87 B CDK4/6 #)11i] 5% Palbociclib H, I §&
A AH L BE AR TR o AT FEASIE B S Ar 247 58 3k
TR e % S0 B 1 0 R AR, SRR R T s I kA
B Ao BB 1R 8 T 45 B3 EE A B BRI BT ML
4 RESHE

G0N FAEIFIAR L, 2 TFRAE A R E A
B At SR mes, JE I T o TR A A IR A, (R R B
5B REEMNEGIHEFEEORRE, AES
T RLEST BRSBTS . AR BT, O
RIS FRBEDA R, HRIIEEZ KT 5 2 A
24 EAL S W 2T R AR AT, B I BE AL ORI Vs,
SR A RRHEA M. FREER, EEAETH
HIR—TRIEH AR 2 JRR . i, R E
P15 B IZR % 30 R A, e DA A K RIS 07 i 75 >R 5 17 v
TEE T BT T B, AR R R R PR R, B
PAX 2 AR (1) 43 I S AN A S0 2 v e @ G
Y. LAk, 18 SMMs &5 07 1% F 5 38 I O F B B &
W) R TR A P S S S IR IR R G A 2 S
) R, 3 — 2D PR TR R SR A SV . A



WS BT IREITT A AR K ILE & B it
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(10 25 11 425 23 T B RT3 A A (R L PR AT
VT 2k VB AL A P, 45 T 8 59 45 R
i AH LA, 2 St W PPT (1 ) 25 5 72

FUE TG FaR Bk, 5 2 Fhos il & 05 ik 5 20 S 5
AR TRTE K JE N T R Gt R I R T HiHLiE.
LA 2 FIRE AR, RGP RIE LT, IF
BT I R A BRSNS, B R AL S AT
ARG Ay, H0) O Ik - B0 E PR R R, A RO I
ROy FRAE %084 . Hedn, 383 DEL 25 8 & i ik
SR, PR O 0% B T TE U Ak & W, 1R
ABPP 454 52 5 5R [1 2H 5 B R W Hf B A 8 S5 1
W%, %5 B SPRER 5 BE AR LB B X 2R
W22 55 T VE R IR S G A AT = C B A MEE I, N
JE S5y FAIRAIR G G M SE Rl . X R 22 AR BB S 2
7£ BRD9 %) 1 i 13-7 IKZF1/3 43 1 K& CC-92480 %5 fi5
LGN R R R T B, 3 PR T IR IR BOR 5L
il AT IR o

SR, AR SO T 2 F B SR R I 3R G0
18 B T TR M BT 1) K R Rk 4%, BEIA T ARER 1
50T I AL, S 457 FH 5K 1 R 3 SR s 5 TG I 1 Bk 5,
BTENEHE S FIR T RIREE I 5225 . Mk
i it SR B 5 A BT IR RN WS, o T R
BT AR G AR SR I R B, HE B B ) B 1 PR AR R
G R AL, e 28 N TR 1R YT SR AL B = ) e - 2990

YEE TTRK: FMAS VJBUEA A5 S7 53 SCHRWACER S AR 1] 5 4
5 25 22 5 5 PSS X SCR A IR 18 ST B A
M85 BB R B A% . AR AE S 1 O B s O R R i 24
HISCA .
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