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Research progress of anti-gout small molecules targeting the NLRP3
inflammasome
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(Department of Medicinal Chemistry, Key Laboratory of Chemical Biology (Ministry of Education), School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Shandong University, Jinan 250012, China)

Abstract: Currently, clinically used drugs for the treatment of gout inflammation, such as colchicine,
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, and glucocorticoids, can only relieve the pain of joint inflammation and have
severe hepatorenal toxicity and multiple organ adverse reactions. The NOD-like receptor thermal protein domain
associated protein 3 (NLRP3) inflammasome is a key complex that induces the onset of gout inflammation and has
become a crucial target in the development of anti-gout drugs. This article reviews the research progress of anti-
gout small molecules targeting the NLRP3 inflammasome and their bioactivity evaluation methods in the past five
years, in order to provide information for the development of specific drugs for the treatment of gout inflammation.
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Figure 1

The NOD-like receptor thermal protein domain associated protein 3 (NLRP3) inflammasome complex (A), the structure of

NLRP3 (PDB ID: 7ALV) (B), the NACHT domain activity binding pocket of NLRP3 (C). LRR: Leucine-rich repeat; NACHT: Nucleoside
triphosphatase; PYD: Pyrin domain; ASC: Apoptosis-associated speck-like protein containing a CARD; CARD: Caspase recruitment

domain; Pro-caspase-1: Pro-cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 1; Caspase-1: Cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 1
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Figure 2 The cell signal pathways of NLRP3 inflammasome activation by monosodium urate crystals (drawn by Figdraw). LPS: Lipopoly-

saccharide; MSU: Monosodium urate; HMC: Hesperidin methylchalcone; NF-xB: Nuclear factor kappa B; P2X7R: Purinergic receptor 2X7;
ATP: Adenosine triphosphate; Dub: Deubiquitination; Pho: Phosphorylation; f-HB: 3-Hydroxybutyric acid; CTSB: Cathepsin B; ROS:

Reactive oxygen species; EGCG: Epigallocatechin gallate; NEK7: Never in mitosis gene A -related kinase 7; Pro-IL-1/: Pro-interleukin-1/
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Figure 3 The structures of compounds not directly targeting NLRP3. CAPE: Phenethyl caffeate
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Kl 4), IEETF X LEAEYH TIRY7 NLRP3 5 1 £
Tt 9 RE P 5995 B F 9T

2018 4, Marchetti Z£* R I 7 — Fp p-1o Bk 3L 5
2% NLRP3 #1417 OLT1177 (25, |4 5), ifi it 5 NLRP3

o
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S S
o0 0o o 00
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Figure 4 The structures of MCC950 (16) and its derivatives
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AN

H NACHT &5 #4) 18 45 &, 40 ] ATPase % %, PH W
NLRP3 % 4 /N A (1) 55 S 4 1 %6 . 25 A 65 12 35 #1 f
LPS.ATP %5 JI (5 5 5] 2 i NLRP3 28 iF /N4 B0
caspase-1 35 4 LA K2 TL-18 43 W, 1B AS B2 pro-1L-14 %
41 8 DR 1 B A () 2655 L AIM2/NRLC4 25 oA 287 5 5
N TR BT AN 5 ) 26 KL ROS B T B 85 T 4t 55
VST N, KR SR . 25 (600 mg-kg!) 7E 2
JRHEIE /N BRRSE B 58 3 A G 1 e K 48  J) 8 7K el
S HR R 20 R, R )S BROE FRAH R TL-18 S R R
1 Mo DR 7 B R 7E N B R AN P AT AR ) B R 4T
(human monocyte-derived macrophage, HMDM) % |
O E N HLRAER, T 1 pmol- L 4 60% (1) IL-15
I3 T0% R TL-18 43 i o THA IR R 56 4R 25 2R, 25
BAE SR N 5 87 B I 3 1, 8RN F R
25 KU T R A 2 A Rt 52 v, I BLEAT AT
FE (100,300 1 000 mg-kg™") '~ A M %2 BT ] 8 1
Ny H AT, 25 T4 T8 7 98 KUSE AT I PRt
Usiii='a

2018 4, Huang S5 & L 1 Hi i B2 9 h Je B ks
(tranilast, 26, &1 5) G&%% B #% 5 NLRP3 [f] NACHT 45 14
AR 25 4, A i B B NLRP3 28 581 ke 4] 48 i /M )
%, 26 AElY WM H] ATP MSU 251l (5 5 51 & 1
NLRP3 7 il /NS E DL K TL-18 43 Wk, T8 9 R 35 3t
i 3 B AR S T TR VR AT A N 26 % B J, caspase-1 [
T A DL B TL-18 114 43 Wk 52 380 711) 58 A0 60 1R 4 1) 5 ELAS 52
W) pro-IL-1/3 55 i 74 48 i [Kl 1 1) 2R 18 - AIM2/NRLC4 %%
FNE /N BB 28k ROS FR T 81 3 F Ah &% 1
WEAE 5 Im s, R e PEoR . AN SEER R B, 26 X NLRP3
JEIE /AR FE S0 1 /)N BRASE R B 2 238 (R TR B B T
PER, g R OG5 48 2 BORH R 45

2017 4, Jiang SR TE T — i A\ FE 4 4T 4 b 195

H
HN_ _N_ Q2
\g/ ”S\©/<OH
O /
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Figure 5 The structures of compounds directly targeting NLRP3
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2021 4F, Zhang S GE T — MO & A i 4R
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ghi 4, 5 5 MEBH T NLRP3 5 NEK7 (— 7% NLRP3
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Y 4b, & 45 $E 18 NLRP3 [ PYD 45 #3801 /N7 T Ab &
Y)W R GE . B W, 2020 4F, Yang S5 K B T H B
NLRP3 #i | 7] p-H 5 & (B-carotene, 30, K1 5). FIf
5B F R H 4R (surface plasmon resonance, SPR) S 46
R, 30 Aets BB 5 PYD S5 IR ah &, b # i) L 4E
MSU @A 7E P 1) 22 B 7115 5 1) BMDM H NLRP3
R /NRBE o TEIR KU SCTT /N RS R TR 30
AL YE I MSU g 75 5 14 2 S RE IR, HL e 9 1 MO K
SR ) B IR VAN P TL-18 1) 2 i

B4, A — E NLRP3 /)N 43 0 il 751) £ i DAL 1
WAL B B . Bl 2018 4, Zhou ZEPOHRIE T — Fl #E ZE
M4 {L i (xanthine oxidase, XOD, IC,,= 3.87 umol-L")
5 NLRP3 B 5 4085 1) 4-(2-(4- 5K FE)-1-(4- )R
3Ly 2, 3) %K -1,3- | (CBED, 31, [& 5), & 645 240
MSU i% 5 ) THP-1 41 it NLRP3 4 JiE /IMA BT DL & TL-
1845, {H 5 NLRP3 [ H AR &5 A& 47 55 A B . 31
RE % . 35 o435 MISU 512 1 20t 98 XL/ B 5% 4 i ik
o 2H 2000 B 45 47, B/ B P LA AR Ak F b T 52
i, B —E 24, 20184, Yang &P RIE 7 —Ff
FARME & 6 B BB AT AE 8 N il & (sulforaphane,
32, & 5), e % 4| nigericin. MSU & 1k J2 ATP 2% &
() BMDM H' NLRP3 # 4 /MA B0E, H A0 AIM2/
NRLC4 5 98 i /IMA B0 26 R A& ROS B # 25 7
AR LA T SN s (E LRI T ML o A 1 B
BEAh, F1HR 32 A9 /N B MSU & 7155 5 10 /0N R #
Ji K % 4 B 9 REREAR o
4 30 NLRP3 RZIENAIBEX NS FIHEMEN
WM EE

7E $ ) NLRP3 48 AE /)N 19 37 98 R 498 245 4 T
REFR AR, PSS TE RO AT S BEIRTY; DR, TR
o E A EIR T N et PR R WA R P WS-
B ) NLRP3 28 E /N R 470900 X 98 0 3 1 O 32k 7 72 8
B A G VPN AR PR VA 2R
4.1 NLRP3HIHIFAINE TN FENAE RN A

T NLRP3 306 51 & 1) 5 40 208 2 1L-18 1
FEAE SRR, R, K 2 ORI BT R IE 1k ST D
B ARG ML % 77 S 7E BMDM [ Ik 40 ffg s\ B4 B
M 21 A 5% THP-1 5 41 o A oA I 25 245 117 5 TL-18 43
T AR, SR R BPAN R U4 F B 58 3 M Sk B
A, WA 8 38 i SPR 5256 8 il & #4 Wk Bl (microscale
thermophoresis, MST) 55 ok B £ £l 2547 55 NLRP3
(SRS 1
4.1.1 BMDM/THP-1 E K& ZR BT 4 55 14 7 & E B B
WERNE  Jiao Z57E 12 L LL 6x10° 4 K9 41 i
W EE 7 BMDM B4 . A 1 pg'mL" 1 LPS

JasiE L E RN 4 h 5 I FRIAL A P05% E 15 min,
SR J5 F 5 mmol-L™ i) ATP ¥#0vE B W& 41 i 30 min 5%
200 pg-mL" [ MSU i FL 41 i 20 by 525, B EIE
VR FH i X 4 9% W B S 58 (enzyme linked immunosor-
bent assay, ELISA) £ il IL-15 #13& i&A &4 L . Jhang
S5 THP-1 40 s ] 50 ng-mL™" PMA 4b ¥ 48 h, DA
FF ooy B4 285, A 1 pg-mL ) LPS J& 3l
WALE RN 24 he MAARFRIREHNRILZENE
30 min &, F 500 pmol-L™ {1 MSU i ELWR 4 23.5 he
5 Ja B 35 WH ELISA J7 6 & il IL-18 1 3R 14 &
A

FE BRI Rl b, W TN B3 4k 823t AT ML I 56 IE SR .
— MRCIE I DA DY AN F AL A1) 56 30F S8, >R 40 B £ 0 £,
AW TS A T NLRP3: O 8l 74024 ik
WoE B VRN, IF AT B A A BN (Western blot) SE
5 A5 pro-IL-18- pro-caspase-1 55 4H g PX] - 11 4 1) &
KB . R ZHT S A AL, B AL A )
AFM TLRNF-«BE B3l B 550 5 k2, WA
A RERC I . @ 8 f i BT L B BB B
LPS 73 5l % # N Poly (A:T) (—Fft AIM2 %8 5E /M (1K) 5E
5 VE BTG 77)  Salmonella (— Fft NLRC4 %8 i /M (145
SIS A, R EE LR BOS AR SR - E W IL-
1B RIE R4k . 545 2501 Ja A AR 4k, T 338 B A
1A R B2 AIM2  NLRC4 48 5E /MR 351k 22,
WA A REREM . @ Xt 1 3h OB B0 4 B Al 45 245
RIS B P9 B S 1 KT, AT R A A 1S RS U
KB TSN . @ X 1 id S BT B0 g i3k AT 28 ki
PRVR L AL 5 Y ER 4R (mitotracker deep red) F1ER i 44k 4%
B EHRET (mitotracker green) Yeth 5, 18 i I A 41 B
AR/ TR A AU A W 4 25 i S A P R kL R A
THEULFI ROS BRI « 45 45 251 Ja I A 2R 4K, T 33 B 75
AL YDA R 28 R AR5 15 & ROS F=AE 4T,
412 {RHMNRFRGAFEM AW Li%MaEdiz A
SPR £ &, ¥ NLRP3 [ & 41 PYD & ([ & i [ 52 78
CMS RS b B AE 5 0.005% Tween 20 F15%
DMSO 12 i v 85 37 1) 30 (B 5), B T iishit b 78
25°CF LS pL-min™ #0247 9038 . {3 FH Biacore
T200 2 4t Wi I 2 & /i 25 A, I8 3 T200 PFAG AT
BT AR D) L UER] T 30 5 NLRP3 ¥ PYD 45
M E S5 A . Zhang Wl MST S256, % — ik
JE 1) 28 (&l 5) 5 200 nmol-L™" 44k () # 240 NLRP3 &
ELE MR % F 40 min. X J5, ¥ FF & 0 2% 3 Nano-
Temper 3% ¥4 & 40 H 48 H 80% 1 MST L2 H1 100%
(1 LED ZhZ 47 M, v 515 2255 80 70 % B K 8, iE
BT 28 fEfS 5 NLRP3 HA%45 A .
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i XU S AR TR (10 S N I R I ) /) R SG
A EURF B TS — 2 20 MSU A /N RS
PRI USG5 R AAL, DLYE S 2~4 h 5535 H LB &
i K FH AL A 1 s i Je R W s SRR T 5 A5 . U Jiang
LA I ) 9%l P VE S MSU d AR 1 5 SR 2 T
PP AT 98 /I8 BRUBE L, A S8 T R AL S 0 I pT 6 T
.4, Narros-Fernandez ZEP 4R 18 7 il 1 % /N BT T3
AT R R 3 5 MSU & R 1 77 2UR 17 9 XU 9615 4% /s
BRABE Y, AR A TTC K i 250k 4 W /) B P 9 AR B

UbAh, B SCERIRIE IR B R BRIE NI 4, B S
U TR T DR 98 s BRORE 2R 3 B g v SR L. i
Zhou @ 1ok 7F KR OGN 7 1 MSU b iR 37 7
I3 AP ST 6 K R Y I8 I AR AL B8 HIE T Cyr61
B E R R AR R HE T R R ER
e AN, Li 25558 i 7F Wistar A RSG5 4 E 5F MSU i
RS T 2R RE ST R, R TR T &
%W R R T 2 VE .

5 RESRE

T, T8 R BT IR T2 RCA 3R E R AR e 1 EE K
AN FE DA ) R, 22 4 A R IR T SR R AOE
[ 259 52 e K I KB 3 N BB DI IR 75 3R . 4R
1M, H AT T8 77 90 JRE I R 55 R 25 9 i 52 o
B AR S I 4 25 DL R RKOK A R 25 o DL BR K T
kA2 RN E, A B AR FREHEZ . T8
kK, B AT T98 KA — B G5 98 0E PR
B2 GR, FUR R B R OO H R R T B ik R
RSP A Z500; T TT A6 190 BIF R 190 IR X 9RE R
A 3ok FE H ) 9% 4 RE IR T 0 NLRP3 L IL-14 ) 5 5 1
NG TR, 3R ORI T IR A 9% g SR A T TR s 5 B
J7E . AR, T AR 78 40 [ B NLRP3 (1) H S 0 L
1) B B v A R R 1 AR S R, A B R R )
NLRP3 4 il /S R [/ o A & 20t ok B R Bk, H
AT, ARG A DN AL G P e R AL HE F T8 7
RAAE -

H HT C 3% 38 19 NLRP3 /43130 1) 751 K 22 =& L
ALY BEHLIT % R DL, 4016 52 I VF 2 B RE 1
U5 T R 2K TL-18 BN 1] 7 R 0 3 A B, 27
A2 T 2T 2 A 185 51 5 90 4 DR 400 ok 550 o 7 e 2 B
[, 26 52 —Fh C b (P 50T i 250004, oAb,
AN SCHERETHRIE T KR R kB NLRP3 41 il
A, 1129.9 X305 . RINWIRIEFE HREZAR K
NN, AIAE N R T IR X 98 SE T E AL B W . TR,
KSR =W R LB 2 A B o AR B 7 oy AL 3T
SRR, CUE 1) STk % R NLRP3 /N2 1 40 i) 551 (1) 45

FEAL 32 BT T 50F 16 (1) 250E , 8 i 3 2 24 R AT AR 2 A
FIROR R0, 18 B RERIE E P L 1 SR 25 i
THER IS 16 FEAT A AL

— RO YE, 10T IR TR E PR BANK T A
TE FEAC I PR BR /K 1 F T8 1 R 97, 53— Fh B FE R
PONE N R i AV STREAR o DR b, e o B 1 PR R
128 [ 1 (urate transporter 1, URAT1) {i& 2 JR B2 HE Mt 119
[ BT, 388 1) IR A E AR 5 38 B 119 S B 1% 4 NLRP3 %8 i
AN AR SR Rk B R ORE, B TS PR g B IS R
URAT1-NLRP3 XUHE x5 /N 73~ 4] 571 5K - e JRU ) 22
AN SO IR T A% U BRI ST 1A

fE&E DTk EIRUE SCEMELLIH B IF 7 ot A A IR 4%
5 M ST R B L ST ORI R S 4 TR S A TR BB R SC
BEAT TR EAME

FURE RS JTA A& B AR 2R 00 5%
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