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Semi-rational design improves the catalytic activity of phenylalanine
ammonia lyase from Anabaena variabilis
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Abstract: Phenylalanine ammonia lyase (PAL) can catalyze L-phenylalanine to produce frans-cinnamic acid,
which is widely used in the fields of pharmacy, food and agriculture. In particular, phenylalanine ammonia lyase
from Anabaena variabilis (AvPAL) is the only protein drug for the treatment of phenylketonuria. However, the
poor activity and low stability limit the application in industry of AVPAL. In this study, the key amino acids of
substrate-binding cavity in AvPAL were identified by screening the single site saturation mutagenesis library.
Subsequently, the impact of replacing M222 with the additional 19 amino acids on activity was also evaluated by site-
directed mutagenesis. It was found that the k_ values of mutants M222L and M222V were 90% and 60% higher
than that of AVvPAL, and the &, /K was 1.4 and 1.5 times as that of AVPAL. Molecular docking results revealed that
the higher activity of M222L and M222V may be due to the increase of hydrophobicity favorable for the substrate-
binding cavity. This study is important for elucidating the structure-function relationship of AvPAL.
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BORM, Rk, R B AR T EEREIT 4 C O I
I EEWE AR EE . 1961 4, Koukol Z° M YRAEFEY 1 & H1L
KN R IR A M (EC 4.3.1.5, phenylalanine ammonia-
lyase, PAL) LK, ok £ 7 PAL JE I L& MAE YD)
LB AR AZ AR 4y B NS SE R, WP 2 (Salvia
miltiorrhiza)®™ Wi 21 1% B} (Rhodotorula glutinis)”' L 74
I% (Arabidopsis thaliana)®™  £&7T (Bambusa oldhamii)®
ARG 4% 1 52 (Neurospora crassa)'" %5, T R IR T Ana-
baena variabilis ] PAL (AVPAL) &5 R ME 2.~
BEAE AT, TR B0 7 R e i« N AR N RS e T e s
(1) PALM', 3T 2018 4 4% 55 [H Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) fit #E 7 & PKU ) B & 7 5. [
I, PAL & 48 A bt AR @ 42 1) O B g, T fie ik L-2R A
FARR AR A 2 A i R, gk — B A i
WH—ZRINENRZBUEY, WEE ARR EFD
FVEDPUR RS, KA REAA AN BUE sl
KSR REAE A BT 28 R H s 15 S5 AR, L IR 24 A IR 400
Tz N 2% 52 s R B), AVPAL i A6 ) A ]
TR N7, AH AT DL AR i 0 1R 20K ORD 5 2 D R R 4k (0 5
J8 e B R AR R AR 2 R BRM, AT 2L A FE RS 4 Ak L
Iz 8 B, SR, AVPAL BESE B E KT HAZ Y
JRVE I PALY™, 7E — 2 F2JE 1 PRI T B 1 M

KA 73 PAL ¥ HH 4 /> AH [R] 14 30 2% % 1 DY 5844 % 4%
A, B 0 R 35 A R 4- YRR - K -5
(MIO), H: Hi = £ O& 57 ) Ala-Ser-Gly = BeA& 5 F 4L i
IKTER . B PAL 1) = 4 85 U (i 2= 1 i P01 1)
Z AT, (H AR R (i AL R ARG e PEBR 1] 1 PAL 7E
2GR Tk Bz AP B ariEs 54 PCRP. &
RRAEPIE PEG 21 & 7 PAL ()3 VA£G e 14,
LSO 3 1) 24 F00RS 204k T B 22 5K B 1 1 g I 18 i AN
[Rl ik, % - PAL, 473 75 22 i 8 1 i TR T Bok e =
(R JOT UG A2 1) 25 FORS A4k T T2 2K

A FTEL X H B AVPAL JIR W 45 & 18 1) 9% i = 2
T ey St RSV AN TR SR, e SR A M A v ) RAAA,
FEARAL T AVPAL K T 18 20K Wi bk, P45 6 mURAE
PRI M222 7 s X6F 3% M ) B2 ), fie 2% 3R 45 B AT 5 I fi
11 e 1) FRAR A

MR 57E

BEHESIRF B bk TOP10 FH T~ 32345 L Y #4) 4
F50 e, Bk E. coli K12 E. coli BL21 (DE3). Rosetta-
gami2 (DE3). ArcticExpress (DE3) pRARE2. Over-
Express C43 (DE3). Rosetta (DE3). Origami2 (DE3).
BL21-CodonPlus (DE3)-RIPL ] T2 1A Jii bi i) & ik, 70
R AN ZRIK TR AR E 3¢ [F Agilent Technologies ¢ Novagen

) FIB R pET-21a (+) 4 H Novagen /A #l ; Jii fi g
HAR 77 & PCR 2463057 & L 9 V) B B BV A= 0
A BN HE B R TN E-B-D-T AR AL (IPTG)
T H FEY TR R A A Co” -NTA BRI F H A&
TaKaRa 23 7] ; 30 K i J8 W 4 i 9 5 55 E Millipore 2
5 H AL N [ = 4 b 4k
MERIBMRELEMER/RRE KET 4na-
baena variabilis ) AVPAL (NCBI: WP_011320679.1) &
ERF IR A G R (KT ), 2R DS 23R
15K pET-21AVPAL, DLMOARERR, Bit3f It 514, £1xt
AL, K ClonExpress® Ultra One Step Cloning Kit
(VM) TRAR T S AT 5L 0% . PCRY™ I IS4 M
FEB DNA 1 uL, buffer 25 uL, dNTP (2 mmol-L™") 4 uL,
ddH,0 17 uL,KOD 1 uL, b F## 5144 1 uL. PCR4AF
N 94 °CHIAE M 2 min; 94 °CAEYE 155, 58 °CIR K 15 s,
68 °CILAH 30 s, 30 MM, B2 ) 68 °CIEMH 7 min. Hf 14
B A TR N E. coli K12, M35 547 s v Al
RAFSLE o 8 p R FORAR —3, SR
FIYRIE SRAR G P WA 1.

Table 1 Primers used in this study. M = A or C; N = A, C, G, or
T;K=GorT

Primer name Primer sequence (5'-3")

AVPAL-F GAAGGAGATATACATATGAAAACCCT
GAGCCAGGCGC
AvPAL-R GTGGTGGTGGTGCTCGAGATGCAGG
CACGGCAGAATA
L104-F TGCAGACCAATNNKGTGTGGTTTCT
L104-R AGAAACCACACMNNATTGGTCTGCA
L108-F TGGTGTGGTTTNNKAAAACCGGCGC
L108-R GCGCCGGTTTTMNNAAACCACACCA
L219-F CGAAAGAAGGCNNKGCGATGATGAA
L219-R TTCATCATCGCMNNGCCTTCTTTCG
M222-F GCCTGGCGATGNNKAACGGCACCAG
M222-R CTGGTGCCGTTMNNCATCGCCAGGC
N223-F TGGCGATGATGNNKGGCACCAGCGT
N223-R ACGCTGGTGCCMNNCATCATCGCCA
N451-F CGGAACAGTTTNNKCAGAACATTAA
N451-R TTAATGTTCTGMNNAAACTGTTCCG
F363-F ATGGCGGCAACNNKCTGGGCCAGTA
F363-R TACTGGCCCAGMNNGTTGCCGCCAT
RACERIE  FIH AVPAL {44 5 1 18 156 5 1

A K e T R R R TE Y, AR R R AR =
ZUR ) B ml R 7R IS INOR N &R, E. coli K12 T P
o R, T AVPAL AT 46 2K T8 2 8 AR AR 20 A R
FRMINH,", E. coli K12 A F F NH, 1E &K, Bl
AVPAL FHTRARMMEAGTE ME KT 5 B AR A K A, TEAE
Wk, 383 96 FLAR I 128 AT AR AT M i v 1 AR A
AVPAL R R TR RIESHEHL L0750
1F W 1) 5K %% 1k 31 OverExpress C43 (DE3) #, 3£ T
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LB [f] fA K 75 5 F 37 °Cid % 85 7%, $h ik B ¥ 3 0 3
2mLEEFEHER (100 pg-mL™") [ LB H; %R, 37 °C
N 200 romin” i RE A, FETE AL S 9 B IZ R 12100
Lol 2 R 21 5 5 2 R B R (100 pg-mL™) ¥ LB 14
Frgrdkh, 37 °)C N 7R BWOGFEE N 0.4~0.6 5, A
YR 9 0.2 mmol L 1 57 T4 2k - B-D- i AR - FLKE
(IPTG) 53 HE [ FIA, 16 °C F4EHRH R 9% 16 h; 4 °C.
6 000 rmin™ B 0> 5 min i 5 B A4, FF 78 2 AR 28 v W
(50 mmol-L" NaH,PO,, 300 mmol-L" NaCl, 10 mmol-L"
WK, pH 8.0) 1 H w1 3 J5 2% i AT B, £E 4 °C .
6 000 r-min" & > 30 min J5 F _F 35 @ I 0.45 pm 1)
I U R, BN T 4 1) Co® -NTA 35 MR v, FH o i
2% M (50 mmol- L™ i R 2% vh ¥, 300 mmol-L™" NaCl,
20 mmol-L"' WM, pH 7.4) #hisk, B A PERE (50 mmol- L
NaH,PO,, 300 mmol-L" NaCl, 250 mmol-L" B ™, pH
8.0) Wil H W& o ff FH B IE MR 4 % 5 1 AvPAL
ML IC R FFIRE 2 1 mL. BT A S8 A8 AR 1) 40 i 5 it
12.5% 1) SDS-PAGE H.iK 73 #f7, I H 2% 5 7 55 i R250
et DU IS B 8 A bRk, R Bradford v &
KR

AVPAL R H ST RERIEMME B M AL S B 1A
Z 450 uL, ¥4 5 pg B A I F]F 10 mmol- L A A2
P& (%) 50 mmol-L™ Tris-HCI1 (pH 7.5) H, 40 °CJZ 3 5 min,
JHN 50 L TCA £ 1k M, 12 000 r'min™ &> 5 min, T
ANy IR R 290 nm Kb IR BE Y, FE i ARk
i 2 AR R EERR (1) 8, TH PAL BV - B34 B AL
AR 1 pmol Sz XA EERR T 7 Y PAL &€ LN 1 U

AVPAL R HRTREEsh IZFME  HoF Al g i)
NS H K Mk, LLET 50 mmol-L™ Tris-HCI (pH

7.5) 11 10~20 000 pmol-L™ 2K P & B 1E N R4, 43
5538 4 7 B 1) Tl S, N 5 T 1%, A FH GraphPad
Prism 8.0 9' Michaelis-Menten JF 2k 1 8L & 1F & v i+ &
K Ay, AH, i85 e i R BB R & e
AVPAL R HRTHRERMEESREpH &
i pH {8 73 51 4 5.0.5.5.6.0.6.5 ] 50 mmol- L™ i 2 44
ZE M, 7.0.7.5.8.0.8.5 ] 50 mmol-L" Tris-HC1 £%
i, 9.0.9.5.10.0 A1 10.5 1) 50 mmol- L™ T & 44 2% 14 L,
1E40 °C, A7 pH 2444 5 &8 S min, LA & & PE N 100%,
TSR 0] I 14 DA 58 T 1Y) R 0 OB pHe 3
W5 R R AR (30.35.40.45.50.55.60- 65
70.75.80.85.90.95 F1 100 °C) Sz % 5 min, LA i i 1
N 100%, Wl 5E AT B, AR E B RS ) e et FE
AVPAL 57 FXH4E 49 T 54 # i AutoDock Vina®”
SEfk, BL AVPAL (PDB: 2NYN) N H ¥ & A, % /N0 T+
L-ZR Y B0 45 B R 45 6 i, 1 BUA TG A REAT 4%
Mo =Z4Ez5#E F B PyMOL (www.pymol.org) % il .

FERE5TIL
1 REN S REF R R R ERE L iFiE
AVPAL = 4 25 Fo v AN R B AL 5 A 3R A,
PN X R R AR 5 T A 5E B 1 DY SR AR S5 1 (B 1A), 57
TR F R, R LA T E R R 45 I
FBEA: L104.0108.1.219.M222 . N223.F363 1 N451
(B 1B), — M\ i SR P 45 & s 1 2 55 1% 42 TH W 5%
i) 2 [ 35 1, TR R R 3% 3R 7 A7 i 3 AT a5 A R SR AR
W9,
FE ST AN [ A7 R 1) R0 S AR S R FH 96 FLAR AT
il 36, B AR A g 1L 78R K TR A8 A (1) il 75 R ™Y, 3@

e T

Figure 1 The crystal structures (A) and substrate binding cavity (B) of phenylalanine ammonia lyase from Anabaena variabilis (AvPAL).

A: AvPAL contains four chains in crystal asymmetric unit, and are colored in green, red, blue, and yellow for the subunits, respectively; B:

Residues in substrate and its binding cavity of AvPAL are shown in sticks
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I EEAR A 2 96 FLER AR FLAE 600 nm R RO FEAE, 3k
13 AR B A IE D7 4R e R R AR, 7 AN 9 AR A R 15 B
1) B 1 SR AR A 22 A K 6 BR AT R A =10 s, e LR
B BN R : 2838 4k M222-23, % 222 f1 MR AE AN,
i 44 R AR AR M222N; KA 1A M222-67 Al M222-122,
222 K1 M RN L, iy 4 R 5 M M222L; R AR 1k
N451-16, ¥ 451 Fi N RN A, iy 4 N R NAS 1A

W 3R B W 56 1 AR A, 28 3ok EE PRI
R A AT B0 N (5, RSNV I e, f 2%
T 58 S8R M222L A M222N FITE LR 20 B3 T 60%
H123%, T FAR VR NAS 1A PR35 14 75 4R 200 3% S 56w T8
Pem, IR JE S s 30 AN L AT E 7T, % F M222 437 14
7E 96 FLAR i 1% 1] At 2 A 18R, BF 0T M222 437 55073 73 4%
SE L RAR, FR I M222 A7 1155 RSN P [ 80
2 KBFREFTIEEKREL

IRl K I AT B 3R IE B K BL21 (DE3) 3R3% AvPAL
KHBAY AR R (B A R, ASF T 5 42505,
It % %2 T E. coli BL21 (DE3). Rosetta-gami2 (DE3).
ArcticExpress (DE3) pRARE2.OverExpress C43 (DE3).
Rosetta (DE3). Origami2 (DE3). BL21-CodonPlus
(DE3)-RIPL /[ B #% % 75 AVPAL #1175 It , 7 20 °C Al
0.2 mmol'L" IPTG ¥ BE I 26444 T, (RIR 155 12 h, B0
WOER B, B AiAL IS, IR AR BURE 1447 SDS-PAGE Hi
¥k, G5 BN (B2), OverExpress C43 (DE3) Al MER
R E, B2 mg L, K, 7928 5 4235 % OverEx-
press C43 (DE3) 1E R Btk
3 M222 s AR

B 5 M222 7 pi %o 3t 14 PR S T, 3 0o S AT R R AR
FM222 A7 S K5 VE RS, B 25 3R AR A AT AR Ry
FoAR 19 PP LR 1 vE VBN, Wi 18] 3 P, M222 A7 5
FRAFNAT B R IR (135 1 38 B AR R 1E 65% LA L, Horh
AR A M222L . M2221. M222N F1 M222V (1) 3F 1 A 85
T AVPAL 7 5l 5 T 60%+4%-23%16%

4 AVPAL R HERTHEF M RMAR

FEAR K M222L . M222V . M2221 F1 M222N ] fil§ /)
J1E SR a5 B (3R 2) B, RAZ AR M222L M222V,
M2221 Fll M222N ] kA8 #H T AVPAL 2 & 90%-
60%40% F11 90%, {H R ALK (1) K, B ¥ A [F] 72 25 (1) 32
151, BTN AR XS DI SRR 046 B R B, e 4 RAR AR
M222L FIM222V 1 k,, /K, /& AVPAL [¥] 1.4.1.5f%.

%of 9% A8 A M222L F1 M222V () g 2 1 5k 47 1 B
7T, WK 4A FT s, AVPAL Fl 28 7% {8 M222L (] #i¢ i& pH
B8 7.5, T F A5 4k M222V 1) 5% 3& pH {E 4 8.5; AVPAL
1 TEAL R M222L (1) B 3 IO il P R 55 °C (1 4B), R
AR M222V (1) 55 38 IR MR FE 3 = 5 °C, 15 3 60 °C, FF

<— AvPAL
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Figure 2 The recombinant AVvPAL expressed in different strains
of E. coli. Data are shown as the mean = SD (rn = 3). M: Marker;
1: Rosetta-gami2 (DE3); 2: ArcticExpress (DE3) pRARE2; 3:
Origami2 (DE3); 4: BL21-CodonPlus (DE3) -RIPL; 5: Rosetta
(DE3); 6: OverExpress C43 (DE3); 7: E. coli BL21 (DE3)

180

Relative activity/%

Figure 3 The activity of mutants of M22
mean £ SD (n = 3)

\S]

ata are shown as the

Table 2 Kinetic parameters of AVPAL and its mutants

Enzyme k /s K /mmol'L"  k_ /K /s'(mmol-L")’
AvPAL 1.39 0.66 2.1
M222L 2.59 0.89 2.9
M222V 2.21 0.68 32
M2221 1.99 1.42 1.4
M222N 2.69 1.63 1.7

HAE50~75 °CCHYERFE S TG, 78 75 °CI, A
M222V BE4EHF 89% [ FR AR I 1%, 1 AVPAL 9 71%.
5 AVPAL 73 FX4E R R KB 34

AVPAL [F] it 7 25 1 © 3 A1, ot A 45 1) 27
AVPAL 15 4 NP #E (T3¢ A~D), 4 403 45 A Fae 4
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Figure 4 Effects of pH (A) and temperature (B) on AVPAL and its mutants. Data are shown as the mean = SD (n = 3)

Figure 5 Molecular docking analysis of interactions between AvPAL, variant M222V and substrate L-Phe

BN 5 AR (B 1A), 3 MG B 5 BT MIO il
Y314 4%, HpF MIO SR A WA A, 1 Y314 K A D
(& 5), 1k, VYR & AVPAL B A5 4 MG L. R
AVPAL [ di A D #1822 4F, (H AvPAL 54 L- 28 TH
AR A S5 KoK W ARE, R R H o7 08200 5 2
R L- 75 TR & R 5 12 B AVPAL 3 14 i o 4 15 4%
i RN, L- 2R 2 R K B2 11 T102.L108. G218 Al
M222 H I 45 & E N, FF B3R 102 AL 77 IR RN
B KM 2R, $2 5 T AVPAL F 35 PEPY, T A 7T
i R 5 222 67 1) SR R AR N K ME R R (R
ML IR), Y40 T 5 28 9 2 R 2K 5 1) i /K AH BLAE H,
MTTTHE S T RARAR I i 1

SKIR T Anabaena variabilis 1] AVPAL 52 2018 4
= H FDA fItAE R ME— F 71697 PKU RS 254, AVPAL
AT H HT C R SR TE (R A B e B 88 LR A R
F14) 2% TR 20 TR I 0 A 7 i 1 o T 5 4 v B R, e
b BB AL HE 2 1 Ala-Ser-Gly 28 B4k i /K 2 5 1) MIO %
H A —AN 8 Tyr B B2 E I loop X 4. 72 =44,
P b, B AEYIRIER PAL 5 AVPAL /) C ¥ 2 — Bt 2 12
Jig DX 35, W DX d AN e HLW 2 1 R SURREY, DR AVPAL
{10 e s PR R0 L % e R 0 B2 LU A% AR 0 R R (¥ PAL B
I, {5 AVPAL PR A3 i 2 L B AZ R R 1Y) PALAIS

AT FEH FH PAL 43 il 25 9 &R A2 U NH,, RIAE A
KT B A A U B 07 228 07 9%, A BB e PR R SR AR ST,
G IR1F T AT HE R AVPAL & PE(KI0 21, IR 45 & s
ARARIT T AVPAL 45 5 i A R TR 2 R 1Y) O B 5 M 222
XF R R R, g5 RN, AR AR M222L
M222V [ kA8 53 519 AVPAL (#1 1.9 F1 1.6 4%, @it 4> 1
Xt 2 53 HT, M222 4k F i #) L-Phe [ 25 56 45 4 847, H
M Z R IR RAL N K B AE IR, A H) T R & IR i e
TG, NI & T HARCE .

B TTRR: SRVEPBE 7030 209 P B R B ETA
SEIR T LU BUVE R BN A AT TSI B Mk BB kG
TR AT A EEH B IS 518057 A3,

PSR AR 75 W AR A 28 v 5%
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