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The multiple roles of AMPK in fibrotic diseases
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(Shanghai Children's Medical Center, Shanghai Jiaotong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200120, China)

Abstract: Fibrosis is a common manifestation of organ damage and failure. According to relevant statistics in
the United States, deaths caused by fibrotic diseases account for 45% of all deaths in the country. Therefore, fibrotic
diseases have received widespread attention worldwide. As a key kinase that regulates energy balance, AMP-acti-
vated protein kinase (AMPK), which mainly controls the transformation of cells from anabolic to catabolism, and
restores the energy balance by phosphorylating its substrates. Therefore, it has become the core of treatment for
diabetes and other metabolic-related diseases. Numerous recent pathological studies have shown that the expression
of AMPK in fibrotic tissues is significantly down-regulated compared with normal tissues, and activation of AMPK
could improve various fibrotic pathological processes (including autophagy dysfunction, oxidative stress, fibroblast
proliferation, epithelial-mesenchymal transition, fibroblast-to-myofibroblast differentiation). Therefore, this review
will discuss the structure and function of AMPK and its role in important phenotypes of fibrotic diseases, and
provide evidence for AMPK as an important target for prevention and treatment of fibrosis.
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s, BEE AR R E RS, AR e A E
I8 20 R BRATL A A By 1) 7R SR B, XA AR N R R R T B
JIESJBE R SR 2 BB R ) R A o TR, o R A
oy 1 MR R UE Ak B B S (AMP-activated protein
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V3 [ (PRKAA). S (PRKAB) Al y (PRKAG)] £H i 1
TR =R AR afyAMPK & A9, o o M3 3 B4 1 i
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Figure 1

The structure of AMPK. AMPK: AMP-activated protein kinase; AID: a-Subunit carboxy terminal domian; CTD: C-Terminal

domain; MAS: Myristyl acylation sequence; CBM: Carbohydrate binding template; CBS: Cystathionine beta 2 synthase
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THFE) AR 2, (R 3G 0 3 AR A (ATP 7= 4F) i
R, R e A 2P ERRASY, [FIRF, AMPK
Z 53V ZFEREM 2 T R B, an3E A6 1) AMPK 21
FAF 98 3£ ] c-myc 8K c-Jun N i 5 8 /5 18 1) caspase il
% R T 20 R T R, I B % R T kB (NF-xB)
Rk OS A TP TP, 5L AMPK & A Bl 1 4k +F 1
LR T ) Akt {5 Sl %, O 0k i A A e SR E it
H & R AR IS P R 2 A8 2 sl A A il — %
& (nitric oxide, NO), F >k i ¥ I & 7= 4= o & 5k
7189, AMPK 7] LB 520 c AMP A 51 b R Sy
[ 0 W Rk o 9 RE A M VG 15T 5 2 RO 4l M 5 1E R 11
S HH LG, AMP:ATP [ Lb 51l 2 bb IF 5 240 i i 2~3 5 o
IR, AMPK B35 7 255 S 40 i 7= A= 38 2 0 %, (e 3t -
2 LA A T T R P
2 AMPK A X EFH W RF S MRIETIE
21 AMPKSEBWMERRN HAWIEFERTH#IT, B
TR AT SE50 p g R B, BB RIS A R R T 5
s B i B B R AR MR A | VR, B
Wk /)N A 2 7 W 52 950 240 it 48 BN 53 DL B 45 4 AR R
GEIRITE) ME AR, R 5 5 EEAR A SS &% R E
TR 25, 1O 5 3505 20 M 2H 53 4 B A, 24 R 40 i
1EH TS Je 45 M 1 s B pER Y, o E T IRE,
22 5 3\ A A ) R R AR, R AN A 2R
I, WS B 0] 8 PR A F

W 4T 45 B B /& VPS34-UPS15-Beclinl #% 0> &
EWIIIE R, Ya R 18, AMPK @ S fd H 1% % A Beclinl [
22 SRR 5 9396 LI R A K 521 VPS34 & 1. T
PR W SR AE A VAT B 20 25 A A5 (PAS) TE B unc-51
FEWEE 1 (ULK1) 4%, UL vF o B g AH 5% 2 ]
(Atg) M B2 R . ULKL1E N H IS 51 SRR
FICEED, E2l LSRR FNERLEA
(mTORC1) 1 AMPK 5 T it H W /M 56 58 Hb 3% 32 ke
K9, mTORC1 Al AMPK 2 3= 21 5 Wt 1 5 71, &A1
Al DL N I 8 45 2 Bl S 5 18 % . mTORCI # il A =2
VT AWM AZ O, Ml N e R R LB,
mTORC 1 £ ¥ G, FH38 1 1 55 ULK 3 1 328 1 6 i
TEBER . T 4H A P R A R B, AMPK 2 80,
FAEH T ULK1 BIASEA7 B (S317.S467.S555.T574.
S637 HI S777) A% I 4% R Ak, H X I 45 0% 1 ULK L 2%
(3 B W, S 20U M oy 43 A Rt I B 1R AMPK
0] DL i #0 #) mTORC A2 #F [ BEE1, gt 4,
AMPK I 0] DI o8 B2 £ 200 A J7) 2 44060 1k 2R (1 B
PO PR 7 (P27) Sk BH BT 40 B JA 4 B 1 4 st g, AT
7S g0 i mEP, BOE AR SR T (1 FOXO03.
BRD4 #1 TFEB) T Vi AH 5% [ Wik Jik [R] 1) 2 128 o [H] 42 38 it

H W SN, DA R TR W) 4% i 5 il e 1 2R Ak 2 3E
S At B R NEE T VAN SR (b R Sl A PS5
Fi& 1% —LKBI1-AMPK-ULK1 %1, 24 /] fR 76 45 U 3]
72 T % B4 K WORL (CBNPs) J& Al #8381 5 3K 1% B W
BT I B 1 SR %2 R (bleomycin, BLM) 5 5 19 J5 A it
YAl NPT, TR LA 4EAG T, /18 T A S 21
F K4 chikusetsusaponin IVa (CS), JE 1T i AMPK,
I mTOR W B2 4k, 2E 1M 386 50 5 WA S 0 B R
73 A0 WL 4EALRT . 508052 O WLEF 4816 1% 12 41
[F], AMPK 2= 7E AR U B30T B 80 , 3381 i8 1 AMPK-
mTORCI1/ULK 1 i@ #% /1 5 [ Wi o038 5 4043, By kgt —
AN A 44 A 2 2 Rb1 2 JE I AMPK/
mTOR & 42 0503 B /INER 1 B 20 i 1 W e o7, — FR XL
JICAT ¢ 38 5 8 15 AMPK-mTOR- [ W fh 33 ek /0> 43 2 9
B 9% (DN) #1455, dbAh, 4MEPE iR AL S (H,S) 7T LA
JE T SIRT6/AMPK 15 5 3 % 30 E W, 41001 0o JUL 48 g
T ¥ I B PR O WLEF R4, Kim 25400 % B —
Bl 3z F 96 7 e RE ] B O 1) 245 90 ezetimibe J8 i
Wi AMPK Al TFEB A% &) 460 75 5 H ok o4 /N B 1 A
JRAR B JORE RNEF A S B, 1% 5 8057 (1) mTOR A F Al
20 ZLEE AL (B (MAPK)/ERK @ A 5. i —
b LA VAR 4 1) 6 RIS B 3R 52 1R 3880 71 AdipoRon,
3 I O b R 48 P ) AMPK/ULK L 384215 S 40 i &
A BN, TR L R R AR A 4R FE I A
b rh, 2 38 i AMPK 15 5 806 B W, o0 I £F 4
b, B 2238 200 1 I 17 B g (S S 08 B AMPK Al
PI3K/Akt/mTOR, ‘5 U 41 g [ W 1 3 m™ . [Rl e,
TE DY &AL (CCL) SR LT 4E 1L K B, R ILAT LA
I 5 A FH A8 BB 2K 00E AMPK, K 18 58 28k 4 73 W 1
RE AN 22 R0 Ak A2 ) 6 R T e AT o5 T A 4E AR
Acetylshikonin (AS) i i AMPK/mTOR & 42 3 fn 1 &
AR - MBS = (MCD) W& 75 5 19 /0 B 40 i B W,
O G DT AR | JORE 5 B A AR . R JE ST EF
AR IRHIRT AN FRKEAE KR —, FEAT
Z: KRG VE R 1) P2 1A (Tan TTA), 8 T8
97 B 2T 44k £ 4R A0 R0 O LT 4k S5 27 4 A0 A 56 0
i o I G A G T AR 4E AL I 7T R B, Tan TIA X
AT 24 A 1S 5 RO A% B 0 A RT RE S PIBK A
AMPK-mTOR {5 5 %/ 3 (1) @ Wi A7 %M. R fE
£F A B, AMPK 3 I 38 50 5 16 050 8 4 1k A2 4t
I 2 R SR AT Y, [F I AMPK/mTORC1 W4\ A /&
2 BRI 1 VR O AT AL A5 5 0

22 AMPK 50S 2k bt A A0 i B AL 2 77 2R 5 1
A (ROS). —AMNE A (NOS) FiE % (RNS), HLiA
TEIEF GO, EATTE AT O B AT b A i ie
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JEPERR 08 2R (Trx)« 38 J7 14 4 Bt B K (glutathione,
GSH) S5 i B 10 24 ML A& 52 31 31 Bwk, ROS Al
RNS G K& =4, 3 S Ik & 680, ALk
AE AR 5 LR TR 2 18] 1) s 4 P4, 361 51 % OS.
[F] i, ROS th 4> 5 80 i fl 2 (A 5 1R 8 AL 45340, BRI
VR PUR T BT RE, §EWLA KR A ROE R,
A ECM I K N R I RE RS . Rk, ML R AR
I 1) DR B IR 3% 7t AL 4 OS I i AR 14

LHLAR 2 B, kA OS Y, 32 () ROS AITRNS
A] DL P4 R JA) 422 Hb 0% AMPK, [5]  % 00 Y AMPK
W42 5 3 4l M S AR TR 1R . Bk, oS
AMPK Z [Af£AEAH BT R R WHFC KRB, ROS 1 3
BAFEARU = A 1l A AL A (H,0,) B B T (-0,)
K3 8 i3 («OH), 1M H,0, 218 41 il 1A 1) ATP Ji 2>
B AMPK 7, [A] I 3 T AMPK 1E FH TS A6 iE 5
JR R ANIE I H,0, 3 AMPK (35 P, & 194E F 4
LT MR A R A R (1) AR 4K, 2 38 1 X AMPKa 4L
3V 35 H S ) B 2 R Bk R €299 Rl C304 #EAT S ik
Ji o AR B 51 . T 5 AR SRR = BE AT 3R B AR T
H,0, 7] L] AMPK™ . DL_F X R AS [ () 45 5 A g
PR I B AR 2 B2 R, i R A A T R
(¥ 7532 55 BT A5 FH 10 40 Jf 25 28 o A [] K SF R ROS TS
B AG A . 54, NONOS FI RNS X £ 78 OS T i
FEARIYI RS AMPK (S A %< . EHACIRSS
Fasg ISR, NO Al i Ca? i Kk, i1 51 & 45 1
F MR (B 0 B B (CaMKK ) % AMPK 3 14 1)
VTR, TR T R B, R U £ Rt AL A, I
HEAHRMPTIGHEERS. sihraasms, —F
XU A] 38 i ¥30E AMPK Uik 4% NADPH % 44 il £ 28 R 4
T ROS, FEE R A AP 5 AL (SOD) 3% 14 Al
SOD, I X, £x E TR, OS fl AMPK 2 [A] {7 #£ &
FEYIC R, (HP# 2 a2 R Bd 2 B MER X R,
175 R E W 2 IE L.

H AR BUE B /N R 41 B (TECs) /, — 8
R W L& HE K i B (DDAH) H L o — Fi 37 Y
DDAHI = i, 238 OS (7= 4 L )8 59 AMPK 15 5
(4% S 3 I E ALY E 5 (Prdx5) (IRIE, (24 EMT
BERE, HETT S S5 2T 41k 0 R AR, Ak, AMPK )
BT 240 NADPH AL B T 7Y 4 (NOX4) [, IR
BOSHIRAE, B2 Mds T MAZ L4k, R —%
28 Y1 AMPK/NOXA4 {5 5 38 i, {H & P 3 2 [A] ) L A4k
VE FHAE 553 R LR AEESS, | AT BF 78 K B, 307 0S
SRR PULT Y40 SR 1) AL . b ARG 2 2 Jl
b E AMPK G# 2% 17 T I 7 4k 2E K BT - BT (trans-
forming growth factor-betal, TGF-$1) 1% 5 il &5 (4

(collagen type I, Col-I) )R IA, K 55 OSP. ZMt:
It & & (NAC) il i AMPK/SIRT1/NF-«B i i )i 4%
BLM i 3 I A 030477 5 I 4F 4 L7 NS 24 Re
(Gin-Re) i@ i {2 3k AMPKa B FR 1L, F#1K TGF-41 &Ik,
IR 55 Smad2/3 i 4k U 0 LA ZE (MI) KR 2 O =
) 5 £F 4E AP, R TE, R IR B0 R T A oG B -9
(CTRP9) ] 15 OS FE 7 AQ M I A HE O MR 47 1E H,
I8 ok % LKB1 & K1 12 9% 2 U0 2K, #0H1) CTRPY X}
AMPK BJ¥CE, 3550 T B& 7 CTRPY X O JIE I 25 14
HIPRIAE o ax el gh JER B, CTRPY W] i it LKB1/
AMPK {5 538 B 98 2 OS, i3k 11 & A5 5T 0 WLEF 440 FL
JUERE K B . 78 28 4R Ak, 1 i 1% i B (TQ)
7] 3 i B 5% AMPK A LKB1 ik, ¥ /> ECM [ 1
B0, [FRETE O NE LT 4L R, G g /N R R
HRIE £l AMPK/NOX/MAPK 15 538 %1 17 OS
O A O JUR RS K, 38 T A o0 U £ A, P 520 JUE
IhRECY . Ma I, 1510 1) AMPKa 23 1 T 1%
T4LFR 2 H L1 2 (Nrf2) AL £41 25 N0 1 (HO-1)
(G, 1K 9 b B (1 78 S 8 R P A i VR . TR,
TR AMPKa A Nrf2 3815 e A 80 R 37 I 952
Yl K 2R OS, [ FEAE B T 27 44k P B 7 72 B (5 5 08
o sz, BRI £F 4E s ) OS Rt FE R 2 $i
i3 AMPK T, A5 53— A 4R AL s o 48 i i
UL I Nef2, H AT g R R L 5 AMPK A
xR, 35 AMPK [ 7510254,
23 AMPK S5 eF4EmpatEsE  4F 4 4b it = Zpm
FRAE R T2 088 B A2 5, (0 i 21 4 40 i ik B 1
FA AT ECM K & JEAEOT il 24 4 41 A 2 1) 76 5 40 i
TE W JE B 3BT 23 A TR F I, 78 98 0 A0 I 2B 1 DA R A%
FaG R EZ A AR, SHZ I F R
JEE 2 SR AL PR BB B Bk [ B 2 T BEATAE R, i R AT 4
YT M 7E 1 B0 P sl e o B E R Y

— N0 B I AT 22 5y Z4 8 RO S T 4E R I I AR A
FRA— A0 B B . AMPK R 5 2T 24 240 Jf 189 5 1) 4
FH 2 L A2 T8 VR 2 B R A TR AT . TR ST
FEE ) mTOR KUk, 1F ik 15 mRNA &5 19 )8 3 F,
mTOR 2 F 4l A KM fb il f2 . AR, & (A%
()45 BRORT 200 Pl AR K 3 5 11 1 B IR Rt R | SRR A AR K
T /N MR AR A K AT (platelet-derived growth
factor, PDGF). & J% 2 K [Al ¥ (epidermal growth factor,
EGF) LA K i 5 246 T mTOR IR 42 [ 380, W 90 36 B
i AMPK 2= #] mTOR FIT /3 [ 8 1 53 & i 2 41
W R, X — S 41 TGFE-B1 15 5 1) O I B 4F
o 20 M 35 AL R CCL, 75 5 19 /0 BRUFF £ 4 A0 A5 2 1 15 LA
BOUFT Y, YRR AZ S, BF R0 (hepatic stellate
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cell, HSC) # ¥ A4 & M WL £F 4 40 fie, AT 72 45 ECM
BRIl . VB RS 5 R 7 R R F1 52
A&, BT P= A 1K) 1 A -6 (IL-6) A1 TGF-B1 7] 4 — F XA
8 AICAR B3 (1) AMPK i, AT 410 1] HSC 1 3 48
FEAT . TR A4t o, K& LKB1 1R IA {41
JJE B G 1A B BR R A0 o BT I 9 O LT AT 41 4
A5 v, PBI-4050 38 i B A ATP 7K, 2k 1M i 40
P 1 LKB1/AMPK i 2, 38 i BH B mTOR # 5  H
=, A0 i AE K BT AE GO/G G R B B, 0 il HSC
$8 0 A3 T AT AU AT A 4T B Y 3o 8 B AT TR
A AR R S B0R F O LR B EEEUR HLE, B
T2 B B 5% 47 9% 5 B3 (CVB3) & Ye £ 18 im0 I ik 27
Y 21 P 35 5 R0 R B 1 4 b, T IR LB I R 2 Bl — Fel
E SE 1 AMPK 0 771 AICAR Fr #1075, 42k 4k 85 A
tafazzin @ (K 2= 39 N ROS 1) 7= A2 Fl 22 24 536 10 25
T B B, TR U2 AMPK BVE AL, A S AR LG
FERRAF 4E AN ML (NVF) 36 570 [ 28 Bl ol O
AMPK M1 B AR NOX4 A7 4 1 ROS 7= A2, ek % ey bl 175
S RRAT 4 40 i (NRK-49F) F 88 5 AN & 4677, T
Li 294 R B A28 20l 1 0d AMPK B P& IR ERK 1/2
TR AL ) R LT 4 2 3 B AN A3k Thig . LA B 4hie
Fe UL T AMPK X T i 2T 24 41 A 48 A A 4 skl 4

24 AMPKS5EMT 4 I R4z 3] — R4 4h )
WO A2 B AR AT, BT 2 4 0 BHR 40 7% ) JoT 40
P AR R O EMTY . EMT (4 32 BRRAE Oy 3% T 3% P
H I C (SPC) M E-£5 % & 1 (E-cad) 55 b 2 40 Mo bz &
I FRAA R PR IE A BE A 1) 78 5 40 M AR ] B B O R
F (Vim) FFHE VLN (a-SMA) FIA K38 s,
EMT &5 & [8] Jii - b B¢ # 4 (mesenchymal transition,
MET) #J& T — & & B A 72, 938 #2421
28 B TR BT A T 7, e Ah, TGF-p 3845 . Wt 5
538 % 2 A K S R R  Noteh 41 i P 1 32 4 JAK-
STAT &5 ¥ 22 15 A R KA 1 EMT® . J 1 TGF-15
518 PR BT 5 5 00 EMT, A 4 10 EMT 5 5 1812,
[KI 28 TGF-p A] DU i 1 5 22 Fh 20 B I8 5~ AR B DL R
ZARRIERALHE EMT, 407F EMT 2L F2 o BT 0 75 10 %
SERT [(B 56N 1 (Snail1/2) EE15 #4341 (ZEB1/2)
A EE 5 7 (Twist1/2)], 2> i1 TGF-4 77, 8t h
TGF-B 1) I i Smad2/3 AT ™. i M 0 5 3K 91,
R XSTCART H A 2 AR () AMIPK 303 77 45 38 i £ FhHL
HIAMH] EMT 1 72, 4078 BLM 75 5 10 Jili 25 45 44 44
BRI TGF-B1 75 T BT 4T 26 240 it A 1 Ak AP A L o,
F5 KW BE (WEL) Jd i {2 2 AMPK i 4L, #01i] TGF-p1/
Raf-MAPK {5 5 il #, Jk 4% EMT LA K JEAR il il £F 4 41
Jitl FMD i 72 o536 il £F 4 460 EMT A& — Fi i it ' 2F

HELL R ALEL, B AS R R TGF-. I8 Bk R 11,
it I B = A AT PR AR A S IS NS R
5y KA EMT, (e 8k B (8] R 4R L Rk A . 54 AMPK
JE T HO-1 A PP BT R Trx, AT ROS
)7 A2 FNOX4 R IA , 351 98 42 EMT it 18 o4 3% 5
N[ AF 4E AT, RIS, - FEOSUNICE i 0% AMPK
2R KRR I P RE Y B 4% 5 EMT AAF 4R 465,
T BAEAE B A 44kt AMPK 5 EMT 2 [a] f) B A4 5%
#, {E TGF-B1 175 5 [ K U /ANE 2 4@t S A
AMPKa2 18 9% % mif [ AMPKo2 3 K, &K 9L 7 F i
ETS1 M RPS6KA1 FKIA I [E] N 520 B /NE b R 48 g
B EMT 3R 1 Yin Z855 51 78 & B, AMPKa2 i@ it 5
BB CK2p AH LA F b 1049 5 B b R 4 B i
AR AT [ B, 158 B AMPK a2 75 1815 B /N i EMT
W B OCHEE ] . AR, FERG B AT 4L rh, tHAER] T
AMPK X} EMT i #2 Bt &k #E HIAE F o (EIEJEZE BT (PD)
SRR b I R Y VE S XU BOE AMPK 41
TGF-p1 i 3 1 EMT #E 2 3 BRI IR R 2, %0t 7
I 356 B R STt R B T 44 Ak 1) 2503 1E ) 32 22 e
AMPK K #3872 A 3, %@ 42 ] LI 2> ROS 177 4R
F 14 o B S A ) B A TS 1 HL156A A& — g A
AMPK BUE A, HL156A X K BRI 5 (8] 5 48 il (RPMC)
F) AL 2 30k b (HG) 155 5 B LR T 4 41 B % 43 1k
FEMT i 2™, [FR i id AMPK/NF-«B i& 42t a] DL
8% TGF-B1 75 5 1 I 5 18] 5z 41 B EMT 1 72 F0 21 5 1l
JEBOEDANHIF-1 (PAL-1) FIAP* DL E 3518 B0
AMPK 2§58 2 Fh 2 4E A5 0 HH ) EMT i3 2 .

2.5 AMPKS5SFMD WU 4E 40 i /& — Fl s FE o4k
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Figure 2 The multiple roles of AMPK in fibrotic diseases. OS:
Oxidative stress; EMT: Epithelial-mesenchymal transition; FMD:
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