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Research progress and thinking on improving physicochemical
properties and efficacy of the active ingredients in traditional
Chinese medicine based on crystal structure
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Abstract: The active ingredients in traditional Chinese medicine have been reported to possess significant
pharmacological activity and played an important role in clinical treatments. However, lots of the active ingredients
in traditional Chinese medicine suffer from disadvantages such as low solubility, high melting point and low
stability that results in low bioavailability and limit its clinical application. Crystal structure plays an important role
in improving physicochemical properties and efficacy of the active ingredients in traditional Chinese medicine.
This review concludes the research advances of several crystal forms used in the active ingredients in traditional
Chinese medicine in terms of polymorph, cocrystal, amorphous/coamorphous and nanocrystal. And the effects of
crystal forms on the physicochemical properties and efficacy of the active ingredients in traditional Chinese
medicine were reviewed. This research may be useful for the formulation preparation and development of the
active ingredients in traditional Chinese medicine.
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Figure 1 The morphology of solid crystal form

Solid crystal form
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Table 1  Polymorphs of active components in traditional Chinese medicine. API: Active pharmaceutical ingredient; NA: Not available; T :

Increase; | : Decrease

Polymorph Physicochemical proper . I
API ¥orm ’ Melting point/°C Solubilityy e Stability Bioavailability  Ref.
Shikimic acid A B,C NA NA A>B=~C NA [12]
B-Artemether A B NA NA NA NA [13]
Ginkgolide B A-F NA NA NA Protective effects of [14]
PC12 cells T
Dehydro-andrographolide T1 204.2-205.1 NA NA NA [15]
T2 189.5-190.6
O-Glucosylc-imifugin S1 124.7-126.9
S2 129.6-132.8
Mangiferin 1, 11, 111, NA V>I>1(pH 1.0) NA NA [16]
v, v V>II>1(pH7.0)
Podophyllotoxin (PPT) 1,11 NA Amorphous Form Il was crystallized into form I at 170 °C  NA [17]
PPT>1I>1 Form I, 11, hydrate transformed
before 90 min to amorphous form under 190 °C
20(R)-25-methoxyl- Form I 256.14 NA Form I> Form II > Form III 6.17% (1); 4.17% [18]
dammarane-34,12/3,20-triol Form II 239.42 (11); 5.42% (I11)

Form III 246.73
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Table 2 Co-crystals of active components in traditional Chinese medicine

Physicochemical property

API Coformer — — Bioavailability Ref.
Melting point/°C Solubility Stability
Luteolin 4,4'-Dipyridy NA NA NA NA [23]
Genistein Caffeine 247 (cocrystal); 0.861 mg-mL™ (cocrystal); NA NA [24]
299-302 (genistein);  0.588 mg-mL™ (genistein)
236 (caffeine)
Ferulic acid (FA)  Urea nicotinamide (NT)  172.8 (FA); 504.5 + 2.7 ng-mL* (FA); T (FA-INT); NA [25]
Isonicotinamide (INT) 158.1 (FA-urea); 1235.0 3.4 ug-mL™* (FA-NT); 1 (FA-urea)
143.9 (FA-INT); 1581.3 +55.7 pg-mL™* (FA-INT);
72-115 (FA-NT) 543.7 + 0.9 ng-mL™* (FA-urea)
Artemisinin (ART) Orcinol (ORC) 103 (ART-RES); NA NA NA [26]
Resorcinol (RES) 110 (ART-ORC)
Gallic acid (GA) GA-p-aminobenzoic acid  272.7 (GA); T (cocrysta A); NA AUC, [27]
(cocrystal A) 179.9 (cocrysta A); T (cocrysta B) 2.24-fold (cocrystal A);
GA-amino acetic acid 164 (cocrysta B) 1, 1.70-fold
(cocrystal B) (cocyrstal B > GA)
Pterostilbene Piperazine NA 1, 6times NA NA [28]
Luteolin Isoniazid (ISN) 236.7 (LUT-ISN); 3.2 times (LUT-ISN-H,0); NA Chax [29]
monohydrate Caffeine (CAF) 271.3 (LUT-CAF) > 2.1 times 718.4 £ 95.8 ng-mL™*
(LUTmh) (LUT-CAF-H,0 > LUTmh) (LUTmh);
1534.4 + 126.9 ng-mL™
(LUT-ISN-H,0)
929.0 + 252.2 ng-mL™
(LUT-CAF-H,0)
Rhein Lysine NA NA 1 NA [30]
Xanthotoxin (XT)  Para aminobenzoic acid 146.9 (XT); 78 ug-mL™* (XT); (XT-0A NA [31]
(PABA) 166.3 (XT-OA); 94 ug-mL™* (XT-OA); > XT-PABA)
Oxalic acid (OA) 135.3 (XT-PABA) 86 pug-mL™* (XT-PABA)
Naringenin (NGN) Isonicotinamide (INT) 154 (INT); 17.00 pg-mL™* (NGN); NA T, oral [32]
201 (NGN-INT); 77.78 pg-mL™* (NGN-INT)
254 (NGN)
Andrograp-holide  Vanillin, vanillic acid, NA ANG-SLA 1 NA [33]
(ANG) salicylic acid (SLA), 1, 3 times (dissolution rate)
resorcinol, guaiacol 1, 2 times (drug release)
Table 3 Amorphous and co-amorphous of active components in traditional Chinese medicine. CA: Co-amorphous
Physicochemical property Bioavai-

API Coformer Melting point Solubility Stability ability o
Puerarin (PUE) Nicotinamide (NIC) NA PUE-NIC > PUE NA NA [37]
Silybin (SLB) PUE NA PUE-SLB CA > SLB PUE-SLB CA > SLB NA [38]
Naringenin (NRG) Hesperetin (HPT) NA T (NRG-HPT) 1 (aqueous and oil media) NA [39]
Sinomenine (SIN) Salicylic acid (SAA) NA T, 1.96 times (SIN-SAA); T (SIN-24DHB) NA [40]

2,3-Dihy droxybenzoic acid (23DHB) 1, 3.28 times (SIN-24DHB)

2,4-Dihydroxybenzoic acid (24DHB)
Curcumin NA NA NA NA 1, 3.7-fold [41]
Silibinin (SLN)  Porous starch (PS) NA SLN-PS 1 NA 7 (SLN-PS)  [42]
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Table 4 Nanocrystals of active components in traditional Chinese medicine. NC: Nanocrystal; NG: Nanocrystal in situ gel; PM: Physical

mixture; NP: Nanosuspension powder

Physicochemical property

API Protectant Melting point/°C Solubility Stability Bioavailability Ref.

Breviscapine (BRE) Tween 80 203.5 (BRE); T (BRE-NC) NA (0.40 £ 0.19) % (BRE) [3]
165.4 (BRE-NC) 57.12% (BRE-NG)

Curcumin (CUR) p188 180 (CUR); 3.29% (NC, 600 nm); NA Fall much faster at the initial stages [45]

125 (CUR nanocrystals) 10.22% (NC, 300 nm);
2.22% (CUR, at 4 h)

(~4 h) and much slower thereafter to
aslongas 48 h

Resveratrol (RES)  PVP K90 230 (RES-raw); 25% (RES-NCs) NA AUC, , [46]
230 (RES-PM); 93.1% (RES-PM and (2.61 £ 0.21) pg-h-g* (RES-NCs);
230 (RES-NCs) RES-raw) (1.12 £ 0.18) ug-h-g™* (control group)
Apigenin (AP) NA 367 (AP-raw); T (AP-nanocrystal) NA 2.0% (AP-raw); [47]
364 (AP-nanocrystal) 6.9% (AP-nanocrystal)
BRE TPGS 220 (BRE); T (BRE-NC) NA AUC, [48]
210 (BRE-NC) 1, 6.29 times (BVC-NC)
Androgra-pholide Glycyrrhizin (GZ) 230 (raw AGE); T (AGE-NP) T (AGE-NP) NA [49]
(AGE) 220-230 (AGE-NP)
Baicalin (BG) p188 NA T (BG-NC) 1 (BG-NC) AUC [50]
SDS (93.06 + 12.13) mg-L*h* (BG);
(206.96 + 21.23) mg'L™*h™ (BG-NC)
Paclitaxel (PTX) PEG NA NC> NA 1, intratumor accumulation and slower  [51]
RGD NC@PDA-PEG-RGD tumor growths (NC@PDA-PEG-RGD)
PDA >NG@PDA-PEG>
NC@PDA
>bulk PXT
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THAE AR BUE IR E N PR AT E i A
TUFVR & 2L (1 b AR s 29 ) A e RGP . 2
i BT L AR IR Rl R R A A 2 M I, AR A A
715 AT ke 10 2 i B LA B 11 Gibbs H HH g,
P A AT 7 7510 H 1 0 T B (K . Wang 2802 9 3k T
FFHEIRA 3 A, M NEEABFIC, Hf3EHR
R A BACIE TR f A, /£ Mg A mE & s T2
S22 Hh ) B AR . (EE B ACH B, e
B Li SRR A I B HEAT 2 A B0 A, O %
T ORASE R T (A~F ) | AS[H S B AT AL B
sER R, T F RO RaE d B . Ding S0
Ft R I 20(R)-25- 1 48 2k -1k ¥ 45t -3,12,20- = B (MUK iR
1) =0 B B oy AR B — RO =5 2 1) BA 3
R A SR LN R . RESE MERF TR R, AR
P B Nl | N e S T i Wi i RS ity [
BRE. AR R T A L.
232 HBYHHEMHRSBEMEMEME HFAR
W, F 2 2450 T RA RS & THIAER P EREH], %
A 5N A& R TR R 2 RN A B LA g
1 APLRIRR e TP an, ¥4 5 KR 2l & 259
LGS, T BB 0 J5 77 (B 51 07 20 e A2 8] = 4
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SEMMER, AR e R . Liu 25RO T 46 T
KB TR I i, A KR R e S TR L 5
BT i SR JE I I LKA LA AR R OB
PR IR A . G5 R, FEAN R R s T,
KB TR AT I i I M REORFrAR e, RN LR AERIE IS
LR FE b e AR R AR SE o Suresh 2RI 375 7 4 BY
BFF B Y 2 00 P B AN 3G SR AR (B B W & LR K
2 I8 28 Wy QUK y) 34T 2 ARk . 45 SRR,
2F 003 N - KA TR 3 58 A ) T 5 0 PN T 1) G
TG B R SR AR A I Ak 2 e Ak, B T 5 0 P R R
BRI A 2R M, HOCIE H B 28 0 3 P T SR 24 1R
3%, IR L 5 O S SR 24 2 1%

233 EEMIXLTEEIHAEERIREMEMN
g TeRAYbTHIERESSW, SR e
VIR R E IR 2 . MR T e TR 245, ¥ 25 W) i 3%
ToE T G, RIR m GE T 29 M B AR E . Liu
GO Tk B R ) % B AR B K T R IR E TR
(PUE-SLB CA), & 1t 556 45 J K W] PUE-SLB CA
() SLB W) FE f2 e 1 8 35 & T J6 58 ¥ SLB, SR TE 58
ARG R R E R m A e . Uchiyama &4 % T
T BT R TG TE AW, W4 SRR, Ml 2 -
P 7 35 T 78 T 5260 0 PT H e ph B2 3R RO B 3R P B AR
EPE. Chen Z95 3R FIK MR (SAA)~2,3- ZF2 R 2K
FR (23DHB) F12,4- 2L HK R (24DHB) 3 Fi i ik
1B N3 TE R TE T B, il 4% 17 3 R0 — Ju 5 B (SIN)-
MBI E AR R B REW, E£3MILTLE e
A& &, SIN-24DHB 7 G 15 B AN gt e i 46 1F R #4136
P BT T R A 2 AR E T 5 S B T R B L, 3 el
KT TEEE 5 R

234 MARBENPHFERSREEMEME K
m R B RE T I1% 53 1% AT ek &, Bk
VIR E MR, TEAF I R R &= A iR KR VR TR
EHTRMBLER . 9Kk i/ 4 1 F2 7 FE 5 Hfg,
R T H 2 5 DAk bk 2 3R T RE R 5, 19 ok
TRERE ML 2, R kLT 2 (B A7 7R 5 Z AR B 5], b
T RAEART W RE D HRMEE. 90K 0%k
TR VR R L B AT W B AR PR 22 ()R ™ E PR ) T AR
PR E R o g B R (5% 4 AR T 184%) ia
FA T 402K i A TR 11 1 A i R 0K i R
T[] 1 A [ A 0 K i A, AN ASCRT o R K s VR R TR
IR AR, LA R RS fe e 1, [FIR 75 6 i
5 RS Y, Chen 2R A & R S8 i) 4% T 5
O Y N R 40 K B 1A TR B, IR AR TR AR 48
K i AR [ A Sy 2 o 32 PR i D] Ak 9 K o A, R B AR 1
TF 70 45 SR, 2 0 35 P T 0 K it AR 7 T3 % 1R T 1

PR, RHHFRREERIF. Jin 55T
il £ T B X K R TR B, SRR P A RV [ 4k
NS E AR k. FRoE R AT 45 AR, &0t
AR E ML J5 B35 E oK ik B R IR .
3 HYBRBREAUEPAFEMERS IS ENHAR
JEidics
31 ZHEBHEAR

25 50 W W AR AA AL T3S T 52 259 7+ 2 Al
F IG5 0 245400 (0 3 R R R VS EH AR, Wl
ot 2 1 AR R FE S 7 A R, AT L R ) R 23
PR TR R85 . Li SRR A A s B 3R 4T £ 5 Y
i A, IFH A T 6 RS E A (A~F B, Bt SR A
PR B i B A BT 4 2 R 5 5 PCL2 4 Ji 453 4% 11 T
P A, A8 FH A5 8 2K A e 5 1 % SR A B ISR Ay
FHLHI LR AR A A TE B B AR F 25 38 4E L, S50
SER R, AT AR B R 255 L F YRR S RS
SR T B2 M A 28 T B T iy, HER A R B
RUFmEE ] . R NEEBHZ 5 M F
¥ e W 35 10 A 2R 5 200 PCL2 4 i FL IR I AL
(lactate dehydrogenase, LDH) FIRE Ak, 15 i 24 5 & 2 F
FHLE TG W M2 e WA AR B R4 5 B FIYRe
AL 2R T BN 40 M A N % (malonaldehyde,
MDA) 7K 77, HARA P BE B & 2 F R0 i 4 I 38
TEH ., B E B RO A L . Gong I 5T
R RMERA2MBE, il N AMB,. %
B AR, S AL B LR Y A IR RS BE R L IR AT e T
Ko B BIEANY A A AT KA LERE, U2 i AL A
1.5 £ . Ding Z 1 78 & B 20(R)-25- F A& 3t -1k 35
$i-3,12,20- =B B A 3R aR AL, 4300 9 s A L K.
Zigl g R W, 3B i AL 1) Lt A= R FE B O A
6.17% (1).4.17% (I1) F15.42% (I11), Pt B B A 7 % R
25 A HE R AL B, (EAS [R) A R 2 AH ELAE F A
FU7 A B Rg i b 253 Ve R AR R S . @ R
S8 B i B B S0 R RS BE ORI A, (LT AR R
T H R BRI ANEROE Y UG T A B, (RLFE ) £ B A
TERE R, ANFaE d B B B AR Sy R e il B B AR S R
S B TR 2, B2 AN SRR (R R T
5B 5 R AR R R e dn AL, T 5 B WV R S
BARK 1T 52 1 25 420 1R 97 R TR bk, 7 10570 R v o i 4
Ty 5 B R R B HEAT P R T R . KT BCS 1
LW, N LN S AR T R R B, B SR A
S AR Y AT T R
32 HEHEK

WA, 25 3L b AT FEA BN 259 o T 1L 22 45
A 0 BT 4R R B2 2 W TE AR R AE R EE. Luo
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SR VR R SR BB B VA A T & TR R E R - R
SR e it A R R -k R L i . 2530 2 A R B OR,
KBEZFE-F ML A S AR ERIFEL ML, 7T 2 E 5
AR BRERNEMFIEE . ENGH2EEE R AR
e —Ih e ER] R R A R B I 24 R AR R B AR AN
B o Jiang 5RAR FH ¥ 7R R v ) 4% B 3R - S R Tk
Je 3t (NGN-INT). A4 4 2480 5 45 S 32 B, NGN-INT
TR ER R R AR T
NGN-INT X} 2 & R - IH i 5k = (MCD) "k & %5 5 1 9k
TR VT I /I SRR DR AR o 137 2 TR e = i A
BRI E S REW, 5 MCDREHSFHMLL,
Tl iz 2 R 2540 (100 mg-kg™*-d*, NGN 100) 7] i 3 F£ %
M5B TR I LRI (ALT) KT, {EAR A 2R &
JE B 25 40 (50 mg-kg™-d™, NGN 50) R A B . %57
& (50 mg-kg™-d™®) NGN-INT 50 £H # NGN-INT 7] & 2
W MCD IR &7 5 09/ RS ALT 7+ . NGN-INT
50 41 HE % 2 ) b NGN 100 20 55 47 (0 1fL 3% ALT T[4
R EASERIAE, JTER A& NGN J5 KL 25148 & NGN-
INT X /)N BRI 75 55 4% 20l (AST) /K733 o Bl B 5%
Wi A i R SO 4 SRR W], NGN 50 £H 11/ B
JIRE i SR TR A DL B 2 2 ek, {HNGIN 100 4170 BRUAT I i
A VRIS A R . [RIIE, NGN-INT 50 45 /9 /) B 7] 0
S H 1) I 0 A2 M B AE B . NGN 50 28 % MCD ik
B S E I =B (TG) K FTF s i AE $ 4
1M 45 551 52 ) NGN-INT 50 20 U1l {8 i JIE TG /K P 2 2 F
F%, NGN-INT 50 21 [ % TG 1 A £ 22 Lt NGN 100 5 &
% . [HUk, NGN-INT AJ & 3 4 = fl B2 2 5% MCD iR &
755/ B AR W A Ve S FH . Kruthiventi 2£59°%
FH ¥ R0 &5 o V2 FORIE B v 1) 4% 1 v R v A o e R 3
fn R, PR AN B T PR 70 3R B, Sh R TR AR B T X 4%
BRI K 2R A b S5 A T R A A S R S
AR B8 I B 25 I B R B s 2R AR ) 1 AR
VIR B 5 25 5%, CARR DI Y 2R IR IR B 2
JSFH ) 7, AE S it A I A7 AE I P RARAS AN F o 1k
S ot TEC A% P 32 3 A0 A A I WSO ) 6 A B A 45 I i i A5
fil e o
33 TEFM/IEILEFFEAR

ToE RS BA SRS I 5 AR S &
m] (R, i B 2T 5, LA A TRV A PR AR R
5, BE 2 H R 20 T B TR R W R S 2 R
F o Sunagawa Z=M IR Ty il 4% T 23K K G e T, AR
o curcuRouge™ . i 4iE ifiL 24 v B - B[] i £ T T R
(AUC) it %, curcuRouge™ 7F K & A& A f A=4 R FH 1
#& Theracurmin® (I R) 3.7 5. FEIHT T 857 & .
BUE AR A A AT, b 12 4 E R (8 4 B,

44 4 1) curcuRouge™ Al Theracurmin® (223 % 90 mg)
AR RE . 45 B3R B, curcuRouge™ ) 2E 4 F1l H
J% J& Theracurmin® [f] 3.4 £, 1fi H. curcuRouge™ Lt
Theracurmin®7E 58 & [ B 8] P IA B &R (C,,) . Wu
SR F VR AR BLIE FRIDTIE %, PLK R #ET 2 (SLN) SR
25, LAZFLUE Ry (PS) MEUA, Hil# T /K LA &= -%
FLuE Ky 4L 0 52 T i 77 (SLN-PS). 2 2h % 45 L R 0,
SLN-PS#J C, M AUC, 737 N (87.71 £ 7.24) pg-L™*
55 (439.55 +8.76) pg-L ', ifif SLNFKIC,, AAUC ,_ 451
4 (26.08 +1.43) ug-L™* 5 (102.63 + 7.15) pg-L™h?, B IR
SLN-PS 3% 1 SLN 25 = 5 £ 1) §€ /7 . Mohapatra
LTI AR I, LK R (ASA, 100 mg-kg™h) 5
i % (CU, 200 mg-kg™) 7E55 w7 it B A FH 6T 46
FEIRT RA REIT . BT ASAFI CU 7E K H i fi#
FE 3 A, 1 5 L H R R 0 R 2 Ak b R =
Al AT 4%, R4 T ASA S CU 3L B 4
P IR 45 R, 5 XA, 12.5 mg-kg™ ASA X}
KRR AR 30 2% 1.1%; 25 mg-kg™ CU S KRR i
ik T $1 £5 T (0.51%); ASA 5 CU Bk 4 h i i i) %
N 2.33%; W ELIR A ) I 400 1) AR R (4.66%); 3k
TG i€ T8 W AE R B K TR R I H 25 £ I R
(20.29%). P PEREPEIN SRR, e E T i E
ik ASA 51 RS I35, HARY HR 4L > 82%, LG E B
VIR HEEL > 75%, TTYIERE R Fa 4N 56% .
B UL 2 A 25 G 1 45 53R B, 0 B ZH R DL 43
5, ASA L A5 A7 7™ B, SR 2 H IR EE SR AE L K
JI RN T B 5% 5 R VR S P 2L v B A AR 0 R B R
RS R IR0 e TR A R AR 5, HOW %2 3 0 2
VK E . LA 45 BRI ASA 5 CU LT & JE nl #5541
RiGHEH KB . RELeRELLEEEAR
FEFRZIEPE R A T T R, AR AE A A 5
WL R, 25 5 1 A R A AR . o T 2R
T &h T AR 0 8 T A 2 W ) i AR AR R AN
Fl o PR, WAl 75 TG 8 T 25 4 Ak R A B G M A ) 2454
S FHIBREE, BRI 701 10 B e 3 B0 2 0 5 1 5
5 AR 55 SR, W] 94 v TG E T A 25 ) 7R ) e e
P L,
34 HKBAEEAR

YK A ER T R R AR K Y AR R R
B[] K 32 w7 T SR 3B R &, DR 4 oK ot Ak T 42 s 2
Y A A 5 Th A . Huang 25549 & 7 K21
(paclitaxel, PTX) 44K & & (nanocrystal, NC), Jf 1, %
T R Z B % (polydopamin, PDA) & 2, B J5 % FHl RGD
Jik 2 %€ 2. — % (polyethylene glycol, PEG) X} J i 1T %
[ 15173 2] NC@PDA-PEG-RGD. {4 #Ma i M 78 45
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H %W, NCQPDA-PEG-RGD 7E I 3¢ Fp B A KT i sE
Yo Chen %50 T AT SRAE R AUK ah 1 B 7 2L i A7 e
(BRE-NG), kN )3l 2- 25 K, 22 54 T BRE-NG
JENT BACR A & m . AGURESEI R
B, 5 0E 2 Bl B, AR 2 G S A B . ) B SR
FERIAE KGR Z, G0 [FFR B K Bk VESRBE | IE
W SRR O R R T 1 A 8 22 0 % 1k 4 i K R VR
&, FFIE (10 mg-kg™h)- FiFT & (20 mg-kg™h) Zi¥ 4
R IH A o HE 2 2 1) K b o 26 452 40 1 S ek A, R AL
B R PEA MR . 45 R, BB 45 2 /5 BRE-NG
BEJol e B ot P WEVE AR5 o K R K AR R T2
i e 25, P m AR B RN v B A T
VEl IR e o AR, o] 2 i 29 M 9ok A I A2 R i AR e
P 245 [ A 8 K i R 2 O SR R KOIRAS ) BA B
FL oy BB E P I AL TS R R R AR R YOG
i) /T,
4 RES5RE

Hh 2435 P A7) O AT R 0T R AR I S R R AR
S8 P 2 45 ), A FL I PR S 32 31 T RO I BR . I
TEOR, TR A AR AR AE A 20 T A )
PR A 5T L B v L AR T D T B AT ARG 0 S
o AR AL IR AL LT S8 TR T 5T T R4 K
o VR G i B S MR PR EAT T 2R3, ik DL B LA A A
XoF R 2 T B0 R RIS M R R E M B AR ) R
FFEfsZma B Fedt e o Bl it ik CAR S0 S BB A
W IR AL, B 22 1) B T e 24 3 1 4 it 28 45 A ) o)
T R 50K 3 N DR R FH B B, 3 37 K A 2 35 1
BG5BT 78 R0 8L FH Y B, S T 6 3 284 v 24 39 W i 4 il
FIBEBEA A 1 S

1EZ TTmk: MR G BT SCHR A AIE e A RS S AR
R B 5 R TR 3 SOk T . 3 5 S S0 SR
A7 B SCE S S R S C R SR RS I S X E
B

FIZE S BT 1EE 75 A SCTAT AT R 2 1 5
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