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Cloning and expression analysis of chalcone isomerase from
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Abstract: Chalcone isomerases (CHIs) play an essential role in the biosynthesis of flavonoids important in
plant self-defense. Based on the transcriptome data of Aquilaria sinensis Calli, a full-length cDNA sequence of
CHI1 (termed as AsCHI1) was cloned by reverse transcription PCR. AsSCHI1 contains a complete open frame (ORF)
of 654 bp. The deduced protein is composed of 217 amino acids, with a predicted molecular weight of 23.11 kDa.
The sequence alignment and phylogenetic analysis revealed that AsCHI1 has conserved most of the active site
residues in type | CHls, indicating a close relationship with the CHI from Gossypium hirsutum. The recombinant
AsCHI1 protein was obtained by heterologous expression of ASCHIL in E. coli BL21(DE3). The purified AsCHI1
protein exhibited CHI activity by catalyzing the production of naringenin from naringenin chalcone. Remarkably,
AsCHI1 expression in A. sinensis Calli treated with various abiotic stresses including salt, mannitol, cold, and
heavy metals could be markedly increased, and plant hormones such as abscisic acid (ABA), gibberellin (GA3), and
salicylic acid (SA) could also increase the expression of ASCHI1, suggesting that ASCHI1 might play an important
role in plant self-defense. The results expand our understanding of the biosynthesis of flavonoids in A. sinensis and
give further insight into the defensive responses of A. sinensis to abiotic and biotic stresses.

Wi H 399 2020-10-09;  f&[H1 H #1: 2020-11-17.

e E: BHx RREIE S RBTE (81773842).
*3E M # E-mail: shishepo@163.com; gaobw001@163.com
DOI: 10.16438/j.0513-4870.2020-1588



TTEE AR AR S A DR () ST R 5 2 S A T -+ 631 -

Key words: Aquilaria sinensis; agarwood; chalcone isomerase; gene cloning and function determination;

expression analysis

4 /K 7 Aquilaria sinensis (Lour.) Gilg v Ffi 7 BHIT
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TIREARTR AARFFEFANFLER, NAKRER
PR RN T B % T — A IR LA
SRHEG A /R I 5 K (ASCHIL), 558 2% 75 /R i 5 44 iy
FE A ASCHIL 72 4 A= ¥ 1oy 38 AR W0 R AR B 2% 40 1 1Y
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HEE30 s o, F O 28 TRK B 4k, b33 i
BT & 2ug-mL?t o-Z8 418 (NAA) 11 pug-mL? 6-F 4
FEJRNEIS (6-BA) B MS E5 5Bk b, L IR N5 S 5
FAIMNHGE, BERR B AR R T & 2 pg-mL?
NAA.1 pug-mL? 6-BA.1 pg-mL? 2,4-D.1 pg-mL* VB,
AL pg-mL?t 6-H I S FEME S (KT) 87 i MS 55 97 £
H gk B 7%

K 5 (E. coli) DH5a.BL21 (DE3), 4 H K
AW R A TR 23 7 pET28a (Novagen) H 4 5256 =
1o Rl RARER (2,4,4',6'- P03 A /R, 465 >98%)
AR HER (2,4,4- =7 A RE, 45 >98%) trifk i
B0 R A R A BR A ]

RNAKIIZELS cDNAKIE R BUBM & 1 AR &
A5 2021 (300~500 mg), F4 HE A 1) RNA Pk £ B
7 £ (Omega, Cat R6827) S 56 #4: 1F 5 B8 i3 47 &L RNA
HLEL, #1 ] NanoDrop 2000C £ il RNA ¥ &, [ i ) i
1.2% B A 4% Ml R BKORS ) RNA 1) S S v R e {if
F % % S 1§ M-MLV (Sigma, Cat M1302) K A 7
S RNA B N 55— 5% (CDNA), 5256 45 1 18 18 35 1
HiAT.
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S N o R AR A R D5 o e M T ok 1
FL A 58 B T 000 52 KE (1) AsCHI 3 IR, 4 408 1% )7 91 %
TF W i 4 F 1 51 4 (AsCHI-F, AsCHI-R), 51 415 %1 I,
F 1o LLAAKRT B RNA S S iR, F &
1 H R S 51 W 6) ASCHIL & [RIEAT 97 38, 97 384k &
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cDNA 2 pL. 10xPyrobest Buffer II 5 pL. dNTP Mix
(2.5 mmol-L) 4 uL.Pyrobest DNA Polymerase (5 U-pL?)
0.25 UL\10 pmol-L 51 ¥4 2 uL, ZA4KF A 50 pl. M
ZE R0 94 °CTIAE M 5 min; 4R 5 HEAT 35 MG A 94 °C
40's,56 °C 30's, 72 °C 1 min, F& /7531 45 H )5 72 °C 4k
i1 R 10 mine 1% Ff B I ¢ e L kRS I PCR 724,
I Y. Kt [0SR ) PCR 774 5 pMD19-T % 32, 3%
142 DH5a Bk J5 55 7%, WP H A

AsCHILEHWEMEERZ S ALK
ProtParam il Ml &5 [ 25 # 2 44; i i EXPASY H 1
SOPMA T HE ot & A 7 5 By — g 45+ R H
SWISS-MODEL Workspace 7t £& 43 # #4: #4 2 & 14
= AR R TMHMM 2.0 3517 8 (1 7 5
JIE 5 K 43 #7; 1 T DNAMAN 5 AsCHIL 5 H A 4 4 11
CHIEHE R 5 51 HEAT [R5 44 L X dl i MEGA 6.0 #1:
4% Neighbor-joining 5 ZudE (LR, 154026 525 1 7 R
FH VA K: 1E:, Bootstrap 55 k5 /9 1 000 /X .

AsCHILERZREHAFNBWERRIRRIL Wil
5 A B U067 55 (1 51 %) AsCHI-FE AT AsCHI-RX (¥ 1),
1 AsCHIL [ CDS X (F& £ 4 1k %14 ¥). @it
EcoR I Xho | X i V] pET-28a # ik #i 44, k15 H 2k %
eEk . ¥ BT B 4 A 1Y) pET-28a £ 44 4 BE /K
Lt~ 2: 178 &, 75 Exnase ILEFEE KL T, 37 °C ) M
30 min. B E A M N R B DHS5a b, iRAG T2
BRI R R LB [E 4455 7 5 b 37 cCi i85 7%, #hik
PH 1 A7 9 At i SRR A7 I 5 36

2 56 AF J5 ) pET28a-AsCHIL Jii ki # A
E. coli BL21 (DE3) H, $k ik B 14 1 ¥ ¥ F £ 10 mL %
50 pg-mLt-RAREE R 1 LB E;FR3L A1, 37 °CF 200 r-min't
I RGE AL . HEIE AL IS IR B VR R 10100 Bl g B B
BT 5 50 pg-mLt R AR 3R 1 LB A R Ak
37 °C T 5537 & B ODggo N 0.4~0.6 5 N 29 B oR
0.8 mmol-L* ] 55 A 5 -p-D- AR - AL (IPTG), 1A
I 2 20 °CHk 44 ¥ 35 97 16 h; 4 °C.12 000 r-min
BLOUSAE A, T 40 mmol-Lt KPB 220 (pH 7.0, &4
100 mmol-Lt NaCI F15 mmol-L-1 kM) HHi A i e S HL,

Table 1 Primers used in this study

W REWR 7 500 r-mint 2.0 30 min, 3% 0.45 pm €
JE YR T T A7 4 P N2 0 T o A B i A
%54 20 mmol-L* KPB 2w (pH 7.0, 46 500 mmol-L*
NaCl 1 40 mmol- L™ K M) 3 i by 2 42 55 1, F LA
15 mmol-L* KPB % ' ¥ (pH 7.5, & 10% H il Al
500 mmol-L1BKME) Jefit H & H . HFE AL @ IEE
(10 kDa, Millipore) & .03 45 i £k 5, T 20 mmol-L*
KPB 22 % (pH 7.5, 2 10% H il Al 1 mmol-L* EDTA)
H1 4 °CLR-AF o

AsCHILEESEMME BV 1E 74 T = I (25 °C)
250 pL Je MARFA H 3R AT, B 2 pg 246 1) # 20 AsCHIL
% E A £ 50 mmol-Lt KPB (pH 7.5) ik s &
1 min, JIE AN 50 pmol- LA, 4k 2L & K5 min,
SE RPN 500 pL 2R 215 4% 1 I N 5 4 S A U IR,
LA 0 R V7, ION 100 pl H R A, 0.45 um 8
JEE R Ao, MR EX 20 pl v YR AH (i 4 (B A Eclipse
XDB-C18, 4.6 mmx250 mm, 5 pum) #4720 B . 24 LA
B 3 A R AT, S AR BB R T 0~40 min, 45%
HIE; 40~50 min, 95% ;4 DL H BE 3N IR B,
T B A WG i B FE © 0~25 min, 30% H % ; 25~35 min,
95% I %; i : 1.0 mL-min?. Jiii¥ (Shimadzu LCMS-
IT-TOF Jit WE4%) 43 M7 2% AF: HL W8 25 25 75 (ESI), F14
BEAOA IE BB [F I 45 9 B 2k 2 050, MSt
) J5 B 41 44 56 Bl m/z 100~1 000, MS? ) Joft £ 4 4 7 Fl
m/z 50~1 000, M55 = ik 4.5, 3.5 kKV; 40 (N,)
Ui 15 L-min; SR K /) 100 MPa; A I H %
1.5 kV; CDL i J¥ 200 °C; #ilf % if5 T i 25 (CID) RE =k
70%.

AsSCHILEAR R E RIFSEH THRIES
LR TR 20 d 5, KB M FEIR @A LR, 7 0
# % & NaCl (150 mmol-L?). CdCl, (500 pmol-L%). H
#& I (750 mmol-LY). it % 12 (ABA) (150 pmol LY. 7
% % GA3 (150 umol-LY) . /K ¥ (SA) (1 umol-LY) 1)
Br AL BT R IR, [RIB % B AKIR (4 °C) A B4 FI R
AbFEIE F G R IR A . A LRE S A T AR EE S 0412,
24,36 F148 h fUFE FEH2 HUE RNA.

Primer role Primer name Primer sequence (5—3')

Sequence AsCHI-F ATGTCGCCGCTGCCGTCTGTCA

AsCHI-R TTACTCTTTCAACAATTCTGACAATCTTGCGGCC
Amplification AsCHI-FE atgggtcgcggatccgaattct ATGTCGCCGCTGCCGTCT

AsCHI-RX gtggtggtggtggtgctcgagCTCTTTCAACAATTCTGACAATCTTGC
gRT-PCR AsCHI-R1 GCAAGCACTCTATTCCTCG

AsCHI-R2 CCTTCCCAACTTCAGGTATC

p-actin-F AGGCTAAGATTCAAGACAAGG

f-actin-R

TTGGTCGCAGCTGATTGCTGTG
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FI I Sz B 5% )t 52 B PCR R I 76 AS [A] Ab B 25 44 R
ANFI S B) AR IA I L. /i ffFH SYBR Green |58
JukhZ, £ qRT-PCRAY_EEAT . EHX AT B-actin JE: A
TER B bR B RIA NS IR, 5175 L& 1.
VAR & R : 2xPerfectStart™ Green gPCR SuperMix
5ul. bR 514 (10 pmol-L™Y) % 0.5 pL K47 0.5 uL
(50 mg-L™Y), #M78 ddH,0 % 10 pL. M FEF: 95 °C T
A2 3 min, 95 °CAE 1 30 s, 60 °CiB K/ZEAH 30 s (BEIK
Tl 31 5 K R 920), 40 MG 5, 95 °CAZPE 10 s, 65~
95 °C s fift th 26 43 7, MR FE LA P 0.5 °C 1A, 5
AN EE R 5 s, S AR 8 1 Excel #E4T 70, R H
2 M8Ck BT RS ASCHIL 2 R AR 3 ik &

ERE D
1 BAREFACHILEEZK cDNAKTZIE

YT IZHE A B 5 S 4L e 45 0o 3048 — 4 A
A 58 BT R HE R CHI A, LA AR F &0 4 20
CDNA NIRRT Y 1Y, FIH PCR LY 114 3] — %
2979650 bp f 267, I 45 R WL 1. F PCR =4k 4%
F| pMD19-T # /A I, Wl j7 45 4 18 NCBI [ BLAST Lt
XFor AT, W %Y Y B 68 ORFAE (1) CHI 2
[, fir 44 9 AsCHIL, 7 51K 2 ) 654 bp, 9t 217 />
AR -
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Figure 1  Cloning of AsCHI1 gene from A.sinensis Calli. M:
DNA marker; 1: AsSCHI1

2 AsCHILKEMZEE S

2.1 AsCHIIERMFRFEEXIE 4 8l ProtParam
BTG ASCHI L gmAST L 7320 C 51 H 1665 N 262031555,
AHX 43 5 B 23 110.55; #4514 5.04; A FasE
ZH11 2 33.95, & TA2 8 ) SCFI5EKME GRAVY
90.073, FEiAKMEEE . FH TMHMM 2.0 Tl 45 4

R @ E

F B AsCHIL R AGL 7 15 3

2.2 AsCHI1 E BB ZRLEEM 57 1 R = 4254 TN
FIFH EXPASY H1 1) SOPMA T H.%F ASCHI1 % [A 4 i 2%
F I R EE MR AT TR . 45 SR B8 AsCHIL & (11—
2 45 ¥ £H 43.78% I -2 JiE (a-helices)+26.27% fIBEHL
% i (random coil). 20.28% ffJ 4E {1 5% (extended strand)
F119.68% [ g-31 & (B-turn) 2Lk (11 2), HED o- 12 i &
FLl KB ) G S5 M oA, TR AL L 2 o B A -7
SR TENEOT.

PG TF CHI R AR 45 7 AR, 1) F SWISS-
MODEL Workspace £ £k 73 #t {16 FI AR 7 AsCHIL ]
SGER AT R TN . 25 R, AR AsCHIL 54
T CHI — 8% 8 70.09%, A S E M E. Bk =4
iR E 3FTR

Figure 3  The deduced three-dimensional structure of AsCHI1
protein

23 BARE ACHIL REREF 5 F1 R GH ALK 5
H I DNAMAN # A5 B AR 7 AsSCHIL A B 12 Fr 51 5
GenBank HT H At AE 4 1 6 AN [F] 1) CHI 2 2R 7R 5 471 ik
ITHXS 7 #T (K 4). S5 5RFZW] AsCHIL R 741 5
#& 1+ (Citrus sinensis, BAA36552). #ij %j (Vitis vinifera,
P51117). #L 7§ J% (Arabidopsis thaliana, P41088). &k X
(Zea mays, Q08704). & # (Pueraria lobate, Q43056)-
A7 (Medicago sativa, P28012) ' CHI & JE R P
B HAT B AR ALLRE, R IRCH 72.2%.65.98%.60.98%
57.45%.49.55%.49.11%. i}t B AsCHIL % [K 7F i b i
P BA R SRR B R s, (B A E O B W 2 5
[FJIS, ASCHIL Z FE IR 7 41 B AT 5 /K I S5 ) it e 7Y )3
PEAL 509 (40 Arg-38. Gly-39. Leu-40. Phe-49. Thr-50.
Tyr-108.Lys-111.Val-112.Asn-115 1 Cys-116)..
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Figure 2 Predicted secondary structure of ASCHI1 protein with SOPMA. a: a-Helices; : f-Turn; E: Extended strand; R: Random coil
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KsCHIl.seqd weoaaaais: MSPLPSVTGLOVEAAAEPPATKEEG! 61
CSCHI.S€Q  osvseson MNPSPSVTELOVENVTETPSVQPREGS 61
VVCHI.Seq  wevawinee MSQVPSVTAVOVENVLEPPSVKEEGS 61
AtCHI. seq MSSSNACASPSPFPAVTKLHUDSVTEVPSVKSEAS 70
ZRCHE. BT povocsemensmonas MACRRWWS TAVVEPPVARE[FGS 57
PICHI.S€Q  ..vsus MARAAAVATISAVOVEFLEEPAVNTS[SAS 64
MsCHIuSeq  ouseiivvass mnsI’mITﬁENLEﬁ?AWTSB\!TGKSM'{ﬂE‘»ﬂIWDIH 59
AsCHI1.seq 131
CsCHI. seq 131
VvCHI. seq 131
AtCHI. seqg 140
ZmCHI. seq 127
P1CHI.seq 134
MsCHI. seq 129
AsCHI1.seq 201
CsCHI. seq 200
VVCHI. seq 201
AtCHI. seq 210
ZmCHI. seq 197
P1CHI.seq 204
MsCHI. seq 199
ASCHIL.seq 217
CsCHI. seq 222
VVCHI. seq 234
AtCHI.seq GTRLS '-: QEHMKNKDEKEVSDHSVEEKLAKE 245
ZmCHI . seq ARKLSLARWSELLAKETAARADAPQAEPVSITA. 231
P1CHI. seq DLERSLPISBBPANLSHGIIV. . ..ovvvvnnnnnn 224
MsCHI. seq DLKRC, (LPABLNEGAFKIGN. . ov v 222

Figure 4  Alignment of the deduced amino acid sequence of ASCHI1 with CHI proteins from other plants. The residues that compose the

active site are indicated with asterisks. The residues marked with yellow box supposedly play an important role in substrate preference. As:

Aquilaria sinensis; At: Arabidopsis thaliana; \VVv: Vitis vinifera; Ms: Medicago sativa; Zm: Zea mays; Pl: Pueraria lobate; Cs: Citrus sinensis

3 3o SRR B A R B MEGA 6.0, S FH AR B2 1 4 7
CHIZEARE, FEAT CHI B K047 (B 5). M5 1] B
A, 34N Rl ) CHI Z BB 7 #1 o &l 4 9 4 F 3,
M BB 4 514 Type 1. Type 11 Type IV Al Type 11
1 A7 AsCHIL 5 ## 1€ (Gossypium hirsutum) GhCHI
HEARG X RIS, FE T 18 CHI. {AfFEREM
FEAE 11/ CHIs (40 PICHI, MsCHI) H 4 5 Ji& 4 i - 1)
Thr F1 Met 3 5 N 5% SE7E | B2 CHIs 71 £ 4 Ser F1 1e (&
4), AR IR i B e B B AN ], 1AL CHIS A AT 4 Atk
B F AR B S R Ak, 10 10 CHIS U 8252 57 H 5 2 Al
F F A REAE A AR,

3 AsCHILE#RIED

W R A% 2 3k 44K pET28a-AsCHIL Ji ki #4 1L T K
Ji7 #F 18 BL21 (DE3) J&, 3@ it x4 A [F IPTG IR & Vi T
B IR BT R SR B 5%, B Ak R IPTG RN
0.8 mmol-L*J-20 °C R 5 3 %14 16 h 5%
T AsCHIL 7t H & 5 1R 7 1 4 H pET28a H 7 (1) His
(HZR) P25, MUK F R B 1 3R A (i A X AsCHIL 2
H AT 41k, SDS-PAGE 43 #T 7£ 27 kDa Fft i H B H %
21, Wi € AsCHIL i 3h ik (K 6).

4  AsCHIL{FSMNESELE

PR T S5 1 i B K At R 3R K I A R i R R
(4,5,7- =% “H ). N T % 5E AsCHIL 35 T,
DUAHH B 25 25 7K Wi A R A BEAT 40 BT, IR B 7= ) 42 HPLC
AT I, ASCHIL AT LLARHCRE At 57 35 75 /K B 7 44 AH
X3 F R 272 (M PPV o TE PR W i o I R
HBL [M-H] 1§ m/z 271.059 6 (1514 271.061 2, Fiill
55 F 3 CisH,0s), MS? B4 v H B 45 1iE #F F m/z
177.023 1 #1151.003 8, 5 SR H 38 FRI Al R 2 1) o 4%
ZUERAT N — B0, 725 LR W 6 58 A TR AL Al
Roe A —82, M2, 15K i KIS ) AsCHIL
B A B 2K A R WA O A I OB R TR SOSE IR R
AL 5 FRO AR =0 e 2 AR B (D7), 2 Bl B 3R T
IREE R ITE A BRI AR EEERET
A2, MR A REAE I R AR T, 255 B 3L A
Bz g, DR TE X CHI AR AR5 T AT 0 2 1N, i A Je 2
HH RS AN T B 8] B I N TR0 S S e T 2 R R —
B, FF HANRE SR [ I, 75 00 e B s 7 o R SIS A
A AT fE 58 AT A A R T JE VR S B TE T . ASHTT
Fe G AN [ I T8 25 LA 2R oA B 2RI 4 T 5 5%,
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Figure 5 Phylogenetic analysis of CHI proteins
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Figure 6
AsCHI1

SDS-PAGE analysis of AsCHI1 protein. M: Marker; 1:

£E£5 min i, ASCHIL 1] LUK e 4= BB e Ak, i xf B S i
A D B B R Ak, AIE B AsCHIL B 52 B AT 25 /R
e S ) T 0 L2 DL SR B B3 O IR AsCHIL i
ITERE AT, R ILASCHIL A fe b R H B R, ¢
BRIRAE, R BRI B CHIs $£52, 1 AN g i 1 7

mo__:Osamhza (XP 015643868.1)
98 OsaFAPa2b (XP 015625887.1)
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Figure 8 Expression analysis of AsCHI1 in A. sinensis Calli treated
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