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Abstract: Abnormal expression of polycomb repressive complex 2 (PRC2) is related to the development of a
variety of diseases. Inhibition of normal or overactive PRC2 can reduce cell survival and inhibit tumor growth in
several cancers. Therefore, the identification and development of small molecule inhibitors has become an active
field of current epigenetic-related anti-tumor strategies. A small molecule inhibitor targeting the S-adenosyl-L-
methionine (SAM) binding site of enhancer of zeste homologue 2 (EZH2) has been approved by FDA. However,
acquired drug resistance is of concern. Drugs targeting two different binding sites of embryonic ectoderm develop-
ment (EED) are also being developed. The development of EZH2-EED proton pump inhibitor has attracted exten-
sive attention due to its unique mechanism of action. In this paper, we review the research progress on various
small molecule inhibitors that target PRC2-related proteins to provide a basis for further research and development
of related drugs.
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Figure 1 Polycomb repressive complex 2 (PPRC2) and transcrip-
tional repression
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Figure 2  Structure of PRC2 (PDB ID: 5HYN)
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Figure 3 PRC2 related diseases
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(R FT A AT 2012 FF4RIE ) EZH2 /Ny 4055 . EPZ-
005687 11 ffil] PRC2 [ 75 14 [1) 1Cso {4 54 £ 5 nmol-L*,

Table 1 PRC2 complex inhibitors binding to enhancer of zeste homologue 2 (EZH2) protein
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A At 15 Fh 8 1 2R 54 5% g, EPZ-005687 X EZH2
A B 500 £ R £ 1%, T XS T 5 EZH2 % UTAH G
EZH1, ‘B X EZH2 7 H 1 30 45 14 1 8 0k 50 15181, 1%
10 A5 AT AT 25 P vk £ 93 40 i R 1) H3K 27 FR 3 1k K
BT 45 R £ B, EPZ-005687 X} B A A EZH2 Al
Tyr641 5% Ala677 98 45 A9 EZH2 45 7] 25 45 2 1 4 i 4
H, X IR ZA A W) AT BETE VG JT EZH2 Th e 3R A5 1Y 58
A% FH OGP 77 TH B A — € /R . SR, EPZ-
005687 (144 P 3 PR AN, 3 BRI 1 X 4k & W 1) gk —
AN

EPZ-6438 (Tazemetostat) th f& — 4~ i R i 3% 5 14
EZH2 /N4y F #1778, & 5 EPZ-005687 L 4 #H L1
AT (Ki=2.5 nmol-LT, 1C,,=11 nmol-L?), {H /2 241X,
ATFEVER AR T BT, SIS S Sk R
) REF I PR R LSS . SRBa kW], £ — RS
A E 7 4 EJR (non-Hodgkin lymphomas, NHL) 4 il
o, i EPZ-6438 Ak B AT DL 4> J&) AR 57 M 411 i) PRC2
W) H AL (H3K27) 7K °F, EPZ-6438 X} H. A EZH2
S 1) NHL 41 i FL A5 B 5 10 40 g 25 4 A0 B 384 5 3
PER, JE 3 EPZ-6438 il EZH2 AT LA U 5RE MK B
41 ffa 9k B8 (diffuse large B-cell lymphoma, DLBCL)
X B 4 IO A5 5 IR AR R R BT T A A R
i, EPZ-6438 5 DNA HI AL 4 il 71 b PU A I R A, 38
REM% A 20 1R 5 8 7 AR B0 AH 5% 1Y) PPARy 4 (R ) 3R 1A,
R 5 2 D Re T 40 B ok 5 1) 1) 78 5 T 48 i (induced
pluripotent stem cell-derived mesenchymal stem cells,
iPMSCs) [ Ji 7 41 B 53 44, AATT i H 3T 1096 7 B
A B, [ 2016 4 LAk, EPZ-6438 1£ 3 [H 3k 1591 L2y
TEA%, H TR T % AT R B (malignant rhabdoid
tumors, MRTSs). 4K 2 23 PRI JRg 918 v 4 vk EL 98 ) 2 98
BRI, 9 B B AT EZH2 #0375 9 42 1) DLBCL 5K &
AL PE IR B R PR T Hh A R TE 25 R AL . 2018
4, EPZ-6438 7E ¥k i 3K AL B FH T35 77 DLBCLJETE
PRIk B2 98 DA S M ) R0 1 2 I 25 ) . 2019 4,
Epizyme 2 7] 4t Ji 71 3¢ [ FDA i% %2 T Tazemetostat ]
TRIT AN FH T AR B 1 2 A M s S B e PR R

B R B VA P E T T bk LR R A L T
W, P TRYT LR R B 2T 202045 1 A
23 H3k3 7 FDA L #E . [HAFEERR, ¥ A 6l &
LT Gk A R BRI AN R R, 382 B
Kl PRAR S 45 T F

EPZ-011989 1E 24y B ¥t i) /) 43 + T 2015 4F i
Epizyme A " 418, & & —F i 20 BB L DUIRA 2K
() EZH2 4057, o B A2 R EZH2 i 30 % % (K) /N T
3nmol-L?, Xf EZH2 B AT B HI1E R, 5 EZHL A
bl R KT 15 4%, T % HoAth 20 F 40 8 (1 R AR 55 7%
it 308 % kB L 3 000 175832, 7E A2 B 4 it 9tk B8 /) R
SRR AR b EPZ-011989 £ B HY BH 2 (1) iR A K
P VER . BT EPZ-011989 B A 4k % m i vd L 1R
A= R P R RNAR U A e v, ELRES B 35 AR R AL bR
107K I R AE PR G P, B AT DAE S —FiiA N TR
&Y, Tt — 50 5t PRC2 & & W18 £ W 2 Fik
T3 PRI PR HIT A 2 o R VR

CPI-169 2 — i H AT AR EZH2 457, 7]
] PRC2 F f# 4k % 1 (1Cs<1 nmol-LY) I & fik
H3K27me3 7E41 il P 1) /K ~F, RETE 2 i 41 i & Hh ok
I J) 4 BEL i AN O T2, f P CPI-169 b BEAY: AR 1T G
B % M R FD A0 R A R A B R T, JE HLRe
FET 52 77 8 R 4 R AR 0L T Xof S b R A R O 42 e ye
A RKAMHIVE o TR — 20 22 2 1 v B R 40 P R P
EZH2 #1471 F1 bR #E VA J7 (standard of care, SOC) 254
(B B 9T 27, EZH2 #7710 0] BL S JL# SOC 254
TEAA P9 A1 7= A ip [ FH B4

CPI-1205 7£ 2016 “F-AE Jy=iif /N 73 1 EZH2 4
FIHE ARG (1C5,=2 nmol-LY). %4k &4+ hwk 7 A &=
FR 45 24 2R 4108 1) EZH2 3 7 45 # E 4T — R 1 2
T BT A AL O 13 B (BT 4)BS). L CPI-169 Jy 5
fith, 2012 TAE 5N B%E R 364 AT 7 AN [F) SR A HL
RIEF 2. IRIE (N-H) FIIRIE (N-Me) fi7 A4 9 75 52
B 7K 27 HY B 1) AR 0 2 RO, R X AT AR )
TEA A AL P i R 2 . B
N-H WR IE 7 A5 47 2508 B IR 28 L 88 FH R G 25 Tk i 25 DA

Figure 4 General trends in structure-activity relationships
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B & Ak A Py AT LA B A A2 9 205 PR 1 2R AU,
X e AW TE 20 B K T 1) AR W 2 AL AT A AT SR
WA R B AR RS 1, [FRT, N-BE A AT A Y0 A7 R A
PUAR I I B2 ) . 5 N-BRAL AT A2 A I, V52 H N-
H R IE AT A 0 15 2 B i 28 e B B T
P ZRBN )5, T i — 20 2O N-H IR E A7 4R
R R AL SR A5 B AR 1 A N AR, BTN R
I EAR A 1) 99 55 DA B F I R ) pK AR AL
WA M AT (3 P IR B L DL R 1 IR AE R
LRI . R, AR RIR A = 11k
A4 CPI-1205 £ — RAMA N AN LI R R T R
T PE Sk 6 . £F Karpas-422 S5 Filt i 73 7% i A2 A
o, 2445 24 758 v 160 mg-kg? BID I}, CPI-1205 & 7~
WA R IR IS . CPI-1205 45 & T PRC2 E &)
(1) 5 45 P O 2 i, X 4 EZH2 3011 57 ) )5 48
R T #— 23 . BT, CPI-1205 L4 HEN
Il PRI 58 B B (Phase 1/11), 2235 5 8450 25 ) 5 % 1) 4
H (Ipilimumab) B H AT 52 44 iR 45 1R 9T, A 1
A%t %ot i3k R M B 4T A vk B R R 2 1 A I PR SR
fHASVE Z 4, CP1-1205 B4R I ARAI B &, (H 2 th 77
7 I 2R 375 4 26 s 1D 1)

CP1-0209 2 H1 Constellation Pharmaceuticals fJf <.
(1) 50380 35 — AR /N4> T EZH2 30177, 76 2019 4E HEN T
FLH I R 56 B B, FH T W U S 4 ST A i R (9 YR 9T
(NCT04104776), HHARLE LA ATTF

GSK-126 1 A—A> SAM & 4+ M (1) il Pk L i 4%
P EZH2 4111 7117, & % EZH2 [ 1Cq, 4 9.9 nmol-L,
T H R A A0 B, # 7R 5 22 3R s v (Glaxo-
SmithKline, GSK) 1 | #i1lfs PR i 56 H T 76 97 SL 4k 98
A P R 18 1 K B 41 A bk ELRReY, IR 2, B A
F LR AIUE L LM R (EA— Y&
NI PR IR 56 A B 1) 6 34k 26591, GSK-126 1 iR 45 25 TE 3L,
s B I KR T 45 2, X 2 2 2 AR e
— PR R R AR R A —

UNC1999 & — ™ id i &0 88 AH B F H LA & i 7K AH
HAEFHE ST EZH2 [ SAM 454 17 55 1 /N3 141 74
(1C5<10 nmol-L 1B H B BAFAE 2 — R RG24 6
Mo BT HMBIKEELZ G 8 h A HFaabEA%, HAEAE
3K 20 h I 1) P9 4455 e T A 7K ST 1C, IR BE,
B — ] F TR R EZH2 R Y ThRE R T H /N7,

R I EZH2 Ak mE R 28 40 1] 5515 A AR ARL I 25 44
FEME (B 5), it 5 SAM 38 gk 45 & T EZH2 R R 1E
VR, XF 25045 4 A 5 N BB ALAR 2 Y611, Y111 DL K
1109 17 7E 3R A5 7 5 AR () EZH2 o 341442, Szag e i, 345
73 TP IR 4 M 75 EZH2 00 i1) 770 (1 3% 16 1 0 R A K
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Figure 5 General regions of pyridine inhibitors (Take GSK-126
as an example)

23 IR R 1) AR SR SRAT i 24 1, 3 A 2 i v I 2 A
) FIVE B e 20t i At A R I AP g 2 — 10
SHR-2554 /£y EZH2 # il 71) (#) 1 Al 5 2477 - 2018
FERENIR PRI (Phase I/11) BirBg, F 1697 2 K 8
P R RGHE B RE RS B (NCT03603951), B # 5 SHR-
3680 Ik & H T 1% #% M 26 3K pUAT 21 e R iR T
(NCT03741712). FH YT 7518 5iii ¥ % (1) 1245 146 25 1) () 45
R (5 AR A T, ABAE D B A B I RIS B B
EZH2 400 551, & A 303 B T P 3 08 A A DR 25 )

2 EREEEDHIFIFIMMRHR

EED & PRC2 B &I F A 45k . ot, PRC2 B &
VI R 5 PR AR 45 /R W], EED 5 H3K27me3 145
G FET EZH2 e N AL FF (stimulation-responsive
motif, SRM) [ A4k, M4 iy 1 A A0 28 32 10,
K TS TAEE JA R, W Re AT DL I I R 4 )
EED [/ T & 135 PRC2 (134 P,

ISR, EZH2(1)— B G T EED EH3K27me3
ShOr A R TH Y A4S (B 6)4, [R] ik, #E 1) EED 1)/ 43
T 7 B BT LA PR R, BD45 A T EED T
H3K27me3 4 &5 fir i (K1 A2 44 410 1) 771 (K1 7) 545 &
EED JK# 1) EZH2 45 & 1 M BE (-8 AV AH HLAE
(protein-protein interaction, PP1) #1117 (/& 8a).

Figure 6 Structural basis of EZH2 recognition by embryonic
ectoderm development (EED)
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Figure 7 PRC2 complex inhibitors binding to the H3K27me3-
binding pocket of EED protein

21 Z5ATEEDTREIAI H3K2Tme3 & L = BITEH
NI EED-226 /2454 T EED Tl H3K27me3 45 &
A s AR PRC2 #0771 o £ 12E 4T PRC2 41 1] 751 (1)
e i B L S, A AC N BORHAS B ) JE SAM FE G A )
R 4 R 9% £ (structure-activity relationship, SAR) #F
T IE, HIF R — D M2 AREN D15l &R T
EED-226[1, & & — 5 8 (first-in-class) i . i% #%
PE L IRA 20 EED #1I 57), 24 H3K27me0 ik A 4
AN I SE R ) B, EED-226 11 il PRC2 ) IC4, A
23.4 nmol-L*, HAE A Y5kt EED-226 2 7w tH v iy
KPR I 2% B 45 A Re e, TE BH T PRC2 HE JE [A]
H3K27 H AL AT 5 A bk B2 98 55 P B Al 8 Y04 3 7 T,
EED-226 {7~ H T 5 SAM 35 4 14 1 i) 751 A ALL 114 3 12k
EA59E 3 1 /2, EED-226 th B84 S il 4 & — Fh 948
1 EZH2 5 I ) PRC2 E &), A A RN & A X
SAM 5 G P 1] 71 A7 CE i 241

A-395 7£ 2017 4 i A — Fh i 2 H3K27me3 5%
eV EED ) WO, 45 R i 78 K B, A-395 45 &
EED ] H3K27me3 45 & 1 i, AT | 7 PRC2 B &
P AR KBS (Ki=4 nmol-L7Y) . HAK NIRRT AR 5
H A T 0 ) PRC2 #i FFAHAL, {H 2 A-395 R £E X HoAt
HE Ak T 6 300 ik ) LA PO ) AN R o 4 A S
DA, e — P B A AR, 58 FAEMLEIRE 7 T 210
L PRC2 A2 R #1571 o

i, 2 15) EED 17N 43 - $00 ] 75 o HE 2 2 B e TR
[R5 T K (1) MAK-683, T8 3 A\ Il R IR 56 (Phase
I/11) B Bt (NCT02900651), H ¥ J7 A A i 34 5% 2k fib
J&, W DLBCL « & WA i B H Atk B A7 0 Jo i2F — 2 &obr
HEYE YT 715 (PTG A 53 R 1 B0 A Wk S Ak iR
22 54T EEDREBAIEZH2 454 s B0 PPINE]
7 WEFURIN, EZH2 () — > 30 MR EE I K (39-68) Xif

H5EEDMAMOEH R R XEEN, ZIKSEEDE &
) PR 4l b CL g e (K16). 45 K9 7R i% EED 45 A48k
(EED-binding domain, EBD) 5 EED [J WD- 5 & &% 4
BB 45 A0, EED XF EBD [ AR 1R 51l 2 il i v 4%
JEE ) S 4 4 3 R0 R ) S B Y 2% T 1 [, EBD ) C
o Wil % el 5 EED HOAH BAE FH a3 5. Al
LA 545 B T EBD 9 N A i i 45 45 31 EED, [ %8 1%
X T Pl £ P 0 A 5%

M SR IE BoR, EZH2 288 5 1 o 12 i (stabi-
lized alpha-helix of EZH2, SAH-EZH?2) A L i 71 &
i) 57 14 H A 3K EZH2-EED & & PR FEAIC EZH2 & 11K
S S ik % 1 40 ) H3K27me3, 3% — HL il AS A - 4§ )
EZH2 {46 45 /3 i /N 23 7500, iF 8 N B34 FE 9% Y i
P (fluorescence polarization, FP) A1 4 25 3t v & Wl &
FITC 451 (1) SAH-EZH2 ik X+ EED 145 A 26 1 71, VAl
T RFET FITCHRIEAT A I MLL-AF9 [ IfiL 5% 244 i
SAH-EZH2 JIk 1) 48 B 15 HL, 28 J5 %t Fi Ik 4 i 42 S sk
17T 9500 . BT EED 454 25077 FW %% 3] ) 40 Jfd
77 i%5, SAH-EZH2A (42-68) (15 8b) ik v H Tt 4k Al A=
WA S S AR . SAH-EZH2 1] BAFH 1 EZH2
AT [ 1005 40 R ) A KR 5 Ak, (R X JE EUR
R I 40 M LT B R s, 1% R ISR TR T SAH-
EZH2 (#5741 RIS SRR BT 08 s 12k
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Figure 8 a: PRC2 complex inhibitors binding to the EBD-hinding
pocket of EED protein. b: Sequence of SAH-EZH2
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