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Research progress of ferritin nanocage for drug delivery systems
YUAN Shi-rui, QI Xiao-le, QIN Chen, WU Zheng-hong"

(School of Pharmaceutical Science, China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211198, China)

Abstract: As a widely existing natural nanoparticle in living organisms, ferritin nanocage was proven to be
a potential nanomaterial in the biomedical field, due to its excellent biocompatibility, specific active targeting
properties, ease for preparation or modification, and unique self-assembly properties. This review presents an
overview of ferritin nanocage in structural characteristics, surface modifications, and outlines its practical applica-
tions for drug delivery, medical imaging, as well as disease diagnosis or treatment. The researches of ferritin
nanocage as drug carriers are classified and summarized in carrying different kinds of chemical components of
drugs or nucleic acid according to different characteristics. Finally, the prospects in the development of ferritin

nanocage are also outlined.
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Pl MR AR T A S AN E A R
Bk ER G OK B I IR 5 R SR AU HL A (]I 1 A
e B HE G OK T AR BT AR R 0 A A ARSI,
HAH Fe' (— Mo 22 3G 1 S8 SR B2 A0 Fet, itk
T PR3P 4 A % 52 Fenton [ B 7E S8 A L0 72 AR 3 Al 1
W ES, LML BT =IA 4 500 MR R T RARAE
TE 1 Bk 8 9K T8 B AR A o A S FIAT P 5 N A% 4H R,
FLER P AN VY 9 25 74 Hh 8 /S K d TE AT 6 AN i 7K
SIEEAEN A il A & oA P NI/ DRtk A S SR T/
RN A% B 2, RIAS LR F 9K (apoferritin, AFt)“.
FEE A YUK IS T B 24 S E 4% T R Ah
2412 nm, WAEH 8 nm [P ERTE JER 45 #4112 451 18
B W FE (ferritin heavy chain, FTH, 21 kDa) fl%%
§ V. 3L (ferritin light chain, FTL, 19 kDa) # fft T 3 J&
[ 25 12, 8 4y T 24 450 kDal'l. JLrp, FTLAYAE
BRES T B0 Al R b R HE B B F; i FTH & 47 8%
AL G IE AT A, PR Fe? S Ak R Fe 8, H H mT 5 i
I8 A I 3 1D e P 208 ) B R B A 2 4K 1 (transferrin
receptors 1, TfR1) & AE4F 5 PR A1, sl Ek & A gk
JER) TR0, e Ah, Bk R G K JE rh X I R
) B AR 45 A 2SRRI AN R T A AR K 22 5% . il
TANBEA, L FTHAAE OIS S8 %, T FTL 721
R S ALY, Bk A AR T R R IRAFAE R, AT
B FC s [ 20 36 (1) M T 48 DR A% R I 2 4 KA A 7 o
FHEMAYED . KA FTH 41 28 ARy #H
BE 2 A (heavy chain ferritin, HFn), $£ 45 #) 4 & 100
Fr7R o

Figure 1 Crystal structure of human H chain ferritin (PDB code
2FHA)!
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Figure 2 Overall scheme of apoferritin disassembly/reassembly

under the influence of pH changes '
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Tk SR AT 0 N AR 2 Sl N R 4 e ot
Ab, o n] FE i HAHE R 2 R AR R UR 4) B8 a4k IR 1F B &
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V. fi #5 R 3h Je N-F2 5 3% 5118 IV % (N-hydroxysuccin-
imide, NHS) J95Z B, K W8 A g fik 968 B8 [va) 0 4 AE 1EG
Bk AR IE R, I A& M BOLHGR ZoF (Pc. %
YRR A W K B 3 N R, T SRAE T s Ao
R 5 AT A M ) e g A TRV B /N R B b R T T
L, AR R R R TT AR .

Dostalova 2529 & 56 48 B pH B o038 14 i 5/ 4H v
EESEAMNKES BB HE L FZILE (doxorubicin,
Dox), Z J& 73 2 M2 i <6 49 K kL sl (1I1) SRk
W, R v LR ), A B R A () P IR P R B
T Z B AR S 1 JE 0 L 7 B4 B IR HWRGWVC 48 & 2|
ZEEMRM . LW g R EIR, BT 09K ik B
A A S P L YR A 5 1 R ) 2, L G 24 3508 Dox TG K
KER.

22 EEEIE

A SCHRRO2HRGE, A Jd ik 266 PR il 3 A7 124, B
R A B AR AR IR B T SN EE B K e
KM

Fracasso 25RO & | — Fh % N “FTH-MP-PAS” )
gEM), Z R LLFTH N, S AR &R EA
V) #4755 145 Ik MP (metalloprotease) A linker, i3 K
N4 75 MR (P).NAR (A) AL A (S)
P15k I (PAS). 1% 45 1 4 A R & AL 3¢, o B 31 5%
AR pET-11aH, § A K% HF 1% BL21 (DE3) H#&iA,
FE R AR =P 3RN Dox. %5 %4 5, PAS A N IR
BB, v BHAS 1% 80020 R 405 IE 40 B 2R IA 1 TR 1 [H] 11
FHELAEF, ol It R0, — ELZR K 288 380 a2k Ji g ffe A
58, PAS B i 38 IR R e 0 R G 25 B, HUR AR
(¥ FTH 7] H B 533 2R ¥ TIR 1 AH ELAE B 4% 240 i 9
o ZHE TN KGRI 22 R G AE N IR R vh
AN AR B IR TT DR, 235 G0 T S I BRI 2R

H AT, MERE B geKE R R B R 2 28 T
5eR LR [ M, (BB R TN B B0 T o R RS 1
BREEGUKRE S EE MRS B R T, B
0 250 AE AR i pHAE 25 10 A 5, HLPE =0 ik FE A 3l o)
T FEFASE., X—d R SHARE
pH AEHEPUM B 43+ 1 A 30 & 5 22 HoiX — pH Bk
R B I R AR 4 W3, kT R B A T RE A e A . KR
Tk, de Turris FEEUE T 7 — Fh by 4 3 2k 27 3 kG 45
#J (humanized Archaeoglobus ferritin, HumAfFt), 3
PR B B C MR e A6 1 12 S AL M R AR
HE# N5 N HES R E AN X820,
IRl R TRERIERA . LI 45 BRI, HumAfFt
7t HeLa 2 i A (1) 556 O S5 A 7, 72 TIR1 0BT B A,
HHEMERESEHL A pHAA KL, XA

XTGP AE A T ROR IR
3 RERMKREEDESEPIINA

BRER YK T I 1 B R 1 AR DR 2 1 L BE LLTE
Racdz 177 N A E 4L L 5 F A7 RS S MR
1 3L RS — P B AR 25 3 16 B AR HEHRIE, H AT
BRE AR E R AN T B E R 4 N LLF 3 Fhe
© VI E R R RE QYK RA 8 EKIE
TEAN 6 AN H KB IE (%% £ 0.3~0.4 nm), HoA & )HE
TR AN T2 N AR S T A ROS R,
R AT B 20 BB A 9K S R 2 8 o 7T
R G G M 58 Bk 3 @ pH H SO B AR R/ E A
R R Bk R 9K G B URE B AR PR, v g
] B 4R Y VR 1 pH B SEBIL AR 1A 8 A SR S EE A R O A
TR o TE R TRV ORI SR A R, BT A R AR
5, T2 W pH B Tk 523 A 1 B, A R 1 37k S AT B
HOH H AR B IR G T 4 BAR A e, X
AT NER AR B R A 1) pH B B AR 1 AN 2 R /FR
B pH B ARk . 48 b, nli@ il s R E A 9K
W pHAEME IR IR, Z G AT TR 28 1, Be%%
W pHMEMFE A EHIMTEREE; @ REME
AP FLBRER 1 9K T TR AR BB A R o T AR E AR TE,
I E =R AR FIAETE T BEAES A FWRE
PRZ I WRR B, i g A e AR M S 55 1 O R S I 2
Ykedl . RRRUE: Bl Ea RS mik R R IE R
TR A T 5 L WP SRR R e 4, 2 0 K T e 2 K 4
NF A, B N R ZR T VROAR B 15 0 S8 K, 38 56 i B
BB SRR . 5, 2 THEANKE
FF 259025 3 AR S 0t 70 N IR, 8RR 9K 8
PE—FPEREAR R I 2P B, O B AR Ak 2 /N
I T AN T K Gy T AL R 23S Ak
3.1 HEBMAKRERSNDFUEAY

H AT, K2 8t e 800 T8 E B 9K X /o)
TGS 25 (1 3 3K, 3 AT 38 G 25 W TE R 0E A0 2 Hh b
P B, PR 2P0 05 FH 50 &, [0 B B 3 5 240 P 11
PREUAICR, $it e i e
3.1 £BAY  KYEAYCKRIEN R RIRAFLEN
SRS, MR AR SR A T AR,

Yang 55140173 551 30 ik R R i /ol R A 1Y) pHLE 203 Vs
) B AL A BRI A T, K I R R T %
P B 983 (1 i 41 (cisplatin, CDDP) il & 41 (carboplatin,
CBDCA) #( A\ 8L B 9K i 4, #1453 AFt-CDDP
F AFt-CBDCA . 38 Jof HL BRI 5 55 28 714 J5 - R
Tl A AR TR TR O T M s L vk % 3 B R T SR R
& F BT Z S R A AT RAE . SR MTT %
¥ T AFt-CDDP 1 AFt-CBDCA 3 A B & 4% 41
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MR AR R (PC12) MI4HRE . 45 RERW, &A1 4
JRE 2 B2 R E K X PCI2 M R B R 4T
iR -

Falvo SFBIBTHil  1— R TR 25 MBI

S22 2 N TAERIA ARG B4 HFn; 22 )5 [FIFE R TR
L1/ 5% 1) pH A 20U v 1 45 9.3 CDDP (1) HEn 44
KKi (HFn-CDDP); F | F NHS g Fl B A 1 Skl W %
LD RESZBGRIFEAN G55 B i\ R B R e ek
LR CSPG4 ¥ 5¢ BE P/ (monoclonal antibody, mAb)
Epl 15 7 & i) HFn-CDDP; 5 ¢ i # 45 31| 1~ ¥ 5
N EERE AR A 3 mAb Epl HAHZ 504
Jifi%A 43§ i) HEn-CDDP-Epl. 4% % % B, HFn-CDDP-
Epl 4K 4053 1 i B4 900 kDa, Fi4%2 %) 33 nm; i 2040
HEARAE W] T B R 2 1R 9K KL T 5 CSPG4* B 15 25 41
i &R S A5 G 5 00 A A (¥ HEn-CDDP AH L,
HFn-CDDP-Ep1 44 K % 24 €4 2% Y89 20 it 7y 488 1) 4 5 o
25 i, H 78 215 8RB & bk 7 S ] HFn-CDDP-Epl
I, [R5 38 17 ) 60 3000 O B R 1)

Fujita G2 Y B B V20 %43 3 7 — Fh BB 4T Bk
HALA Y [Ru(CO),CL ], M HE 4 285 1 (recombi-
nant L-chain apoferritin from horse liver, apo-rHLFr) &
a9 (K 3a). [Ru(CO);CL], 2 —Fh—% LBk (CO) Bk
77¥ (carbon monoxide releasing molecules, CORM), +&
Y apo-rHLFr N 31 bR M E RIS & . 286
Yrid kA A T EE NS R T CO RLSOE % L 1
xB (nuclear factor xB, NF-xB) ([& 3b), Hil it % CO i
TG T SRR B o A A v iR E AR,
RARIETR PR T AP ORIP S . SEIR R,
43 8 2 & W B A B SR B R HOORIE I 1 Co
BT 32 1), FORES0GE % /2 J1 7 CORM 1) 1/18.

b

éig % :;:(160)16: @/Q %Z}
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Figure 3 CO releasing protein cage for induction of intracellular

signaling. a: Schematic representation of recombinant L-chain
apoferritin from horse liver (apo-rHLFr) with Ru carbonyl
complexes ([Ru(CO),Cl,]
nuclear factor ¥B (NF-xB)activation in HEK293/xB-Fluc cell by

the CO release!*?!

,-apo-rHLFr); b: Endocytic uptake and

Tesarova S5 W4 2 T — Flogn B4 Ni (D) B2 4L &
W, 2 Jaf A B A& RR MBI AFth . 455
R B, AFt (683 m) BE 8 B ARG U7 25 Ni L& 4 0 I #5

P, H H nr i i i R 5 2 52 44 (folate receptor, FR)
[ Py = B 1) AP, 1T LR IR #1477 X5 DNA A A
1 T R HE S A B v . LT PR TR e 20 e
1) 2 1 R R N = 1 i, () BT I A R A o

3.1.2 FEEEAY  HurEmEH MY AR RS
4 B2, E A9 K IR HALIE &R A
o BTz N 2

Bellini 5504 28 [ 2 fift/5 5% & 1 pH H o5 28 725 4%
Dox f 35 F HFn o 3L 5 £ 12 5052 R DNA 452 455 ) 7
145 BAIE B, 7F HFn "R % Dox (HFn-Dox) 34 i1 T 24
Wiz iga%, MM GE T Dox 2548, {H13 R,
WOt IR S0 45 BB IR, 5 B Dox AH H, HFn-Dox
T 368 20 B v v B R T A O N A N BB, B E Y Dox 7E
21 I 38 20 B TR RS DNA 454453 ), HFn-Dox 4244 7]
N2 B 4N A% o, B HFn-Dox 78 24 “Rri& R 57,
SEHL T E R S A, 2L TV 2 LR A A R
B RIEAE L, NTER A RIEGITE R 284t 1
IR

Liang % 5VR) F JR 2586 B 128 Dox 2\ HFn 1, 1]
3 HFn-Dox. HFn-Dox i id 55 I8 4 i 22 1 i #2314 1)
TER1 A BAE AL, I 76 7 B A4 OB Dox o £E 7N B
A P, HFn-Dox ¥ 7w t HE i 25 Dox =7 10 1% LA _F F198
YW B, HLAE BT B S S 0T 3 0 R AR .
5 & 1) Dox #H Lb, HFn-Dox &7~ H R4 1) 22 4 1 .

B 7k PR 25 AN, BE AR s T AR N
HoAth 22 P B 25 W) ) 38 5 3K o Ruozi 84418 I TR
i /B 3R 5 1) pHAE B3R VR L SE R AL T T2 T ik, &
) 215 B BCA BE R I R ERE A 9Kk, I DL
HH T 40w i 24 T G (A5 A%0W) BIVR YT o Lei 5E7IE
i pH (B 248 1 5/ E H LB EIE M A E s R
t BH B8, (carbachol, Cab) F1 FH Wr #if 25 3 ) 1) Bif 4T
(atropine, Ato) % T & & H gy K I8, H SR IA 55 4
LA B DL R e . AR A YIKE
(Nano Cab NPs il Nano-Ato NPs) 1] 28 3 58 75 1% 5 {f

B 2808 1 0 20 B 1] AT TER 1 A 5 114 5 ) 8 17 52 00 JB
A A L P A 205 ) T A T A e R P 5 o ik R
25, 531K, Wi Nano-Cab NPs SZEL#4 £ A 53 1)
I T BR 0 PR R iR JE R 1 38 i Nano-Ato NPs fH
DT o 22 3 S T S I ) e R 1 ok A 5 B ek % R
MR . 1B 78 LUK B 9N K T8 N 844, M 1 —Fh
LA R ] T PUMR R IT R4 2 IR R AR

B KREV ARSI THREANKEN EEEY
AR, (EA T 2R 2, A E &R AMHREEA
FEAE FHA PR, DR 0o f0, 7 2k B 1 0 K 8 A2 T e
M HE) . At tbskba, BN R A RER, £
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BH TR ELE SR E A, Zhen %L
Wit 7 —FZ4 RGDA4C (Cys-Asp-Cys-Arg-Gly-Asp-Cys-
Phe-Cys) 1& 1ffi 1] 22 8k 2 (1 44 K %€ (RGD4C-modified
ferritin, RFRT), H il 585 % o f, 117, Hi & H =
fs AL Dox o A7 T Jig 4 5256 78 738 %, 7E RFRT &
T AR 1T T £ 4 Yokt ZW800. 1% i) 7)1l £ J 1= 1] 2. 5
17, B ¥ Dox 5 Cu(Il) R E &4, %t 5
F R G K E R F T A 2 55 (Dox-loaded
RFRTs, D-RFRTs) (& 4). S24a 25 LK, /5 Cu(1D)
T & JG, Dox 1 LA 2802 (F118 73.49 wit%) %% %k 2
RGD &M 2 E 9K . USTMG ¢~ iR
FE RSB 50 & B, D-RFRTs 2 7 H L7 25 Dox B K (1) 7§
TP 22 1 L g 10 e 15 H B A 1 e R A A ot 2k R
AVEEAR I O B M

R —
w

:;i\ )

G
l o ZW800 " 4 2GD4C e Dox-Cu J

Schematic illustration of D-RFRTs (Dox-loaded
RFRTs). Dox was precomplexed with Cu, and then encapsulated
into RFRTs !

e

Figure 4

3.2 KREEMKRERBIZERAGY

H A, A 56 97 F1 B G T © o ia o7 b 1) &
BB BT B EAARAE B Z R e A B, A
RRNR H 22 4P 72 S5 gl Rk, JE a7 1N
— TR ST R R TR B SR AT Tz R
EEWL ok, A BTN R R R E B 9K AR
/N T HE RNA (small interfering RNA, siRNA) [1] i i%
%ﬁf¢[38,39]0

Li Z5B8 28 pH {H 250728 20K siRNA 73 5 6 3§ H
WHREGZHED H-E5REA) LLIEERS LK
HE (L-EZBEA) 9K T, §il 43 H-siRNA Al
L-siRNA. SEER g5 REN], JEYEND JUH2H-E8
HA) B SIRNA J5, EMLE e, RUESRED T
A BRI SIRNA TEAR A Z IR B A, H 4 Chif
71 H JE R A& DLt 2 R WS B PE . xR
228k B 9K T8 nTAE D siRNA 3 16 FUE A7 1A 713K
o KL DR UTER 45 3R W, H-siRNA 7] &A% H 1 & H

85% {1415 ; L-siRNA AT A% H 8 11 70% 3Rk, P
T 245 R B R R R DT AR .

Lee g | — FE A [ D BE Ak B4 e 24 1
N Bk H R AR 2 R R 40K 8 T siRNA (1)
k. FIHEREHAEA, /£ FTH BA P02 F e
JOR P R TR, e %A 453X L8 1) g JBK A B 1 0 R T AR R
FH 2§ Tk (cationic peptide, CAP) LAHili 3K siRNA, fif J2
2 B #E 17 K (tumor cell targeting peptide, CTP). % i%
JIK (cell penetrating peptide, CPP) % F {2 ) EI K (enzy-
matically cleaved peptide, ECP) DL 7E B J88 41 i P B il
SIRNA. Sif 5 R R W], B LBk B F1/siIRNA B &
YC I S, B SR % AR e R R e R A
TR A R, RAE T2 A S AR A AR,
T siIRNA B 2233 N\ o, B 24 S B A 20 L DR DT 8K
AHIE SR UE W] T 80 R A 90K S8 AL S i 5 KR T
N FH Y BRI 7T

DRk, Bk A K A R T T A A& T 12
R, A DAE A 3L R 259 S Ak 2 /N O3 FAR 2 24 4 1)
oAk, I AB ML AT DA SE IR [a) N, N A e
IBEIA
4 SKEAWKRENHMZA

R B K B SR AE 25 Wi dk v B R A N BT
¢, FAEJREPED RIS | AR RIS 58 1Y)
et O R E .
4.1 AR

Al B A TR B S T B, R R
H K I R4 AR ER 5+ T g Y.

¥ iR 1% (magnetic resonance imaging, MRI)
&M H T2 W R R N BUER T, SR K 2 82
Wik 1 7E 45 24 J5 Y sk Z I BV L LR I T ot IR
AR E Y. B YUK TR N — R Th g
e, FE A8 ER 1 JEHE n Jhb R 11 RN, AT A i N
BAREr . H AT, B R BT B R A KR ST
K T M98 MRI %1% . Fantechi 5514 % 1 | —Flt A
BRE ORI N I REYEG K KL . DL HFn v 24,
I ok R TR AE % N o O 42 TR R 3R RE 1 i
(MSH), Bt J& £ 3 i 4L 5 3% 42 PEG (5 & —B%, poly-
ethylene glycol), i £ 7 H 7% Jis v 4H 78 43 J& Fe 81 Co.
%16 2] 245 (HFn-NPs) X} 58 2098 40 i B A 0 = (1 #E 1m)
P£, H HFn 5 PEG 70 T IS A 3G 0 1 HoA& 1 Fa e .
Xt HFn-NPs [ & i P4 5 i 78R B, 5% Co 5 % A2 LA 5
FU I 38 5 R % 1) M, AT ARN TR B IR R i B
R . 0T B16 S 3R A R AT RS SE IR R
B, H Co 45 4411 HFn-NPs &b B JF B 5 T X i 5,
YU ARSI ROR PR . S 4 B AL 2 40 BTt BH 7 W 452 2
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Fan 5553058 1 4 00 2R 90 oK bE 00 22 78 HFn 23 8 o
T 3RFF G K 25 1 (magnetoferritin nanoparticles, M-HFn)
YK KL, M-HFn BEf% #E ] TIR1 3 Hid i AR AZ O
FRY Ik S A Al v VA AR L ST A . P RS A MR
(1) 2 232 G 0 52 56 25 LR B, HFn B & — & 1 g &5
A RN BAE SR B E AL S, M-HFn 49 K KL 2 7R
H a2 I E A R T . e A 4 R K e s 2 Ak
2 JER W], BR8N 20 HFn R IR 25 G s k. &
K H 9 FAE B 1) 474 N RAR A KL 7, GIESE 11X L
G KRE AT DAIX 539 240 1 R T 86 A, R I0RE vk 98 %,
51 % 95% .

Cao &I 28 K I AT 1 R #% 3 15 & 4t 3K 19 HFn,
TEUL AL b, A BT PR HFn AT AR — B I 40 4k
RS Yk Cys.5 bric i HFn 94K % (Cy5.5-HFn, ~8 43
T1HE), ME RIT LA R G ARG R 75— R &
B 3% 1 PE 1 Bk Y K 19 HFn (M-HFn), {E v MRI i&
. BB S RIGE R, A HFn 7> 1 L RAW]
DB 5 8 A9 e Gkl 73 ¥, H M-HFn 4K R £ I H
1% 224 m(mol- L)' s AR S s B 2 (ry); Hoik, T
HFn (94 KL AT LA P9 5 L b R R0 It o o B . &5 b,
F=T HFn (99 K 0w H 576 i F1 A0 ) s 8 vhod 320k
TR 1 i 983 PR AR S A4 A0 SR ks
42 KHIEFT

BREE AR TE BRAE N 2 i 18 Bk TR 1R 9T
b, WA BB TR IR T .

Wang 2598t 7 — M LA R B A o B, RS
A, TG R IR S Wia T R HGR T R SEEe
SRR, A IR 8K KL (CuS-Fn NCs) A R
UF B A= AH 2 B SR 3 £ IR 5 B R 7 X Bl
A= AL BCR o WU R AL R “Cu 5IN G,
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