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Abstract: Gentiana section Cruciata (Gentianaceae) is a medicinally important section of herbs, including
Chinese traditional medicine Gentianae Macrophyllae Radix and Tibetan herb Jieji. Here, we assess the taxonomic
significance using mtDNA nadl/b-c and nad5/d-e sequence data. A total of 144 nadl/b-c and nad5/d-e sequences from
11 species within Gentianaceae were obtained, including 138 sequences from 10 species within Gentiana section
Cruciata and 6 sequences from Halenia elliptica (outgroup). The results showed that mtDNA nadl/b-c has species-
level resolution within the section of Cruciata, i.e. the variable in the position 45 “C” could be used as a stable marker
locus to distinguish G. robusta from other taxa; the variable in the position 352 and 353 “GA” could distinguish
G. crassicaulis and G. tibetica from other taxa within the section. Intraspecies genotype variability was detected in
nadl/b-c sequences of G. officinalis and G. siphonantha, respectively. These genotypes could be used as potential
DNA barcode. In addition, intraspecies genotype variability was detected in nad5/d-e sequences of G. macrophylla,
G. officinalis and G. siphonantha, respectively. Based on the stable marker locus, a species-specific PCR protocol
was developed using the primer PF to identifying G. robusta in the section. This study could expand the understanding
of the diversity of mtDNA nadl/b-c and nad5/d-e in the genus Gentiana, and provide the essence for the species
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identification within Gentiana section Cruciata.
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Table 1 Samples and voucher specimens

Species Voucher specimen Locality Species \Voucher specimen Locality

G. crassicaulis  Ni L. H. etal XZ201214-4 Dingging, Tibet G. dahurica Ni L. H. etal GS201304-1  Hezuo, Gansu
Ni L. H. et al XZ201214-5 Dingging, Tibet Ni L. H. etal GS201304-2  Hezuo, Gansu
Ni L. H. et al XZ201214-6 Dingging, Tibet Ni L. H. etal GS201304-3  Hezuo, Gansu
Ni L. H. et al GS201301-1 Maqu, Gansu G. robusta Li Q. F.2010002A Langkazi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al GS201301-2 Maqu, Gansu Li Q. F.2010002B Langkazi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al GS201301-3 Maqu, Gansu Li Q. F.2010002C Langkazi, Tibet
Ni L. H. YN201301-1 Lijiang, Yunnan Ni L. H. etal XZ201202-1  Gongbujiangda, Tibet
Ni L. H. YN201301-2 Lijiang, Yunnan Ni L. H. etal XZ201202-2  Gongbujiangda, Tibet
Ni L. H. YN201301-3 Lijiang, Yunnan Ni L. H. etal XZ201202-3  Gongbujiangda, Tibet

G. lhassica Ni L. H. et al XZ201303-1 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201209-1  Gongbujiangda, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201303-2 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201209-2  Gongbujiangda, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201303-3 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201209-3  Gongbujiangda, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201304-1 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H.etal XZ201211-1  Lhasa, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201304-2 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201211-2  Lhasa, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201304-3 Mt. Mila, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201211-3  Lhasa, Tibet

G. macrophylla  Zhao Z. L.2010TS001-1 Tianshui, Gansu Ni L. H. etal XZ201301-1  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Zhao Z. L.2010TS001-2 Tianshui, Gansu Ni L. H. etal XZ201301-2  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Zhao Z. L.2010TS001-3 Tianshui, Gansu Ni L. H. etal XZ201301-3  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201308-1 Linzhi, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201318-1  Lhasa, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201308-2 Linzhi, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201318-2  Lhasa, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al XZ201308-3 Linzhi, Tibet Ni L. H. etal XZ201318-3  Lhasa, Tibet

G. officinalis Zhao Z. L.2010LZ002-1 Yuzhong, Gansu G. siphonantha Ni L. H. etal QH201302-1  Zeku, Qinghai
Zhao Z. L.2010LZ002-2 Yuzhong, Gansu Ni L. H. etal QH201302-2  Zeku, Qinghai
Zhao Z. L.2010LZ002-3 Yuzhong, Gansu Ni L. H. etal QH201302-3  Zeku, Qinghai
Garangjia2010SC008-1 Ruoergai, Sichuan G. straminea Ni L. H. etal XZ201216-1 Dingging, Tibet
Garangjia2010SC008-2 Ruoergai, Sichuan Ni L. H. etal XZ201216-2  Dinggqing, Tibet
Garangjia2010SC008-3 Ruoergai, Sichuan Ni L. H. etal XZ201216-7  Dingqing, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201306-1 Henan, Qinghai G. tibetica Ni L. H. etal XZ201306-1  Linzhi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201306-2 Henan, Qinghai Ni L. H. etal XZ201306-2  Linzhi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201306-3 Henan, Qinghai Ni L. H. et al XZ201306-3  Linzhi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201307-1 Henan, Qinghai G. waltonii Ni L. H. etal XZ201302-1  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201307-2 Henan, Qinghai Ni L. H. etal XZ201302-2  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201307-3 Henan, Qinghai Ni L. H. etal XZ201302-3  Mozhugongka, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201404-1 Magin, Qinghai Halenia elliptica  Ni L. H. et al XZ201315-1  Linzhi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201404-2 Magin, Qinghai (outgroup) Ni L. H. et al XZ201315-2  Linzhi, Tibet
Ni L. H. et al QH201404-3 Magin, Qinghai Ni L. H. etal XZ201315-3  Linzhi, Tibet
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Table 2 GenBank accession numbers

Species \oucher specimen nadl/b-c nad5/d-e Species \Voucher specimen nadl/b-c nad5/d-e
G. crassicaulis XZ201214-4 KP795279 KR184732 G. dahurica GS201304-1 KP795285 KR184738
XZ201214-5 KP795280 KR184733 GS201304-2 KP795286 KR184739
XZ201214-6 KP795281 KR184734 GS201304-3 KP795287 KR184740
GS201301-1 KP795276 KR184729 G. robusta 2010002A KP795315 KR184768
GS201301-2 KP795277 KR184730 2010002B KP795316 KR184769
GS201301-3 KP795278 KR184731 2010002C KP795317 KR184770
YN201301-1 KP795282 KR184735 XZ201202-1 KP795318 KR184771
YN201301-2 KP795283 KR184736 XZ201202-2 KP795319 KR184772
YN201301-3 KP795284 KR184737 XZ201202-3 KP795320 KR184773
G. lhassica XZ201303-1 KP795288 KR184741 XZ201209-1 KP795321 KR184774
XZ201303-2 KP795289 KR184742 XZ201209-2 KP795322 KR184775
XZ201303-3 KP795290 KR184743 XZ201209-3 KP795323 KR184776
XZ201304-1 KP795291 KR184744 XZ201211-1 KP795324 KR184777
XZ201304-2 KP795292 KR184745 XZ201211-2 KP795325 KR184778
XZ201304-3 KP795293 KR184746 XZ201211-3 KP795326 KR184779
G. macrophylla 2010TS001-1 KP795294 KR184747 XZ201301-1 KP795327 KR184780
2010TS001-2 KP795295 KR184748 XZ201301-2 KP795328 KR184781
2010TS001-3 KP795296 KR184749 XZ201301-3 KP795329 KR184782
XZ201308-1 KP795297 KR184750 XZ201318-1 KP795330 KR184783
XZ201308-2 KP795298 KR184751 XZ201318-2 KP795331 KR184784
XZ201308-3 KP795299 KR184752 XZ201318-3 KP795332 KR184785
G. officinalis 2010L2002-1 KP795300 KR184753 G. siphonantha QH201302-1 KP795333 KR184786
2010LZ002-2 KP795301 KR184754 QH201302-2 KP795334 KR184787
2010LZ002-3 KP795302 KR184755 QH201302-3 KP795335 KR184788
2010SC008-1 KP795303 KR184756 G. straminea XZ201216-1 KP795336 KR184789
2010SC008-2 KP795304 KR184757 XZ201216-2 KP795337 KR184790
2010SC008-3 KP795305 KR184758 XZ201216-7 KP795338 KR184791
QH201306-1 KP795306 KR184759 G. tibetica XZ201306-1 KP795339 KR184792
QH201306-2 KP795307 KR184760 XZ201306-2 KP795340 KR184793
QH201306-3 KP795308 KR184761 XZ201306-3 KP795341 KR184794
QH201307-1 KP795309 KR184762 G. waltonii XZ201302-1 KP795342 KR184795
QH201307-2 KP795310 KR184763 XZ201302-2 KP795343 KR184796
QH201307-3 KP795311 KR184764 XZ201302-3 KP795344 KR184797
QH201404-1 KP795312 KR184765 Halenia elliptica XZ201315-1 KP795345 KR184798
QH201404-2 KP795313 KR184766 (outgroup) XZ201315-2 KP795346 KR184799
QH201404-3 KP795314 KR184767 XZ7201315-3 KP795347 KR184800

Table 3 Variable sites in nadl/b-c and nad5/d-e within Sect.

Cruciata
nad1/b-c (bp) nads/d-e
Species Species (bp)
45 352-353 383 388 229 258
G. macrophylla T TC A A G.macrophylla T/G T
G. robusta C TC A A G. robusta T T
G. tibetica T GA A A G. tibetica T T
G.crassicaulis T GA A A G. crassicaulis T T
G. officinalis T TC AIT A G. officinalis TG T
G. lhassica T TC A A G. Ihassica T T
G.siphonantha T TC A A/G G.siphonantha T T/C
G. dahurica T TC A A G. dahurica T T
G. straminea T TC A A G. straminea T T
G. waltonii T TC A A G.waltonii T T
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FX 5 IF; 76 R HHJE Gentiana — K>z 71, 22 R JL 5 Y
g 2% JUIL RN — 3¢, J3— 3, R R U A 184Nk
it BRI — /N3, T A A ML R R U B R R
FURIAS ] 35 R 1Y () P Ao o33 ) e ANV T (11 1) o
5 HERFAGFFMUSIY-PCREE

PP 6 4™ & B 18 /M H: 28 JURE Al 7 700 bp 4b 34
L — 52y, HL 9N I 2 b AL 35 AN il AN S R 2R
LA 2% i R 2R DU AT, TR e 45 SR IE S 1
B IE 0 5 M RS 0 PRV B 2k . AR % b
el A o %€ R R L SR G, R, kR
S 51 P)-PCR % itk H, 1200 bp A A7 78 B —E
i Ve 2, B HEWTIZ A BORT g A nad1/b-c 7 1
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Gentiana thassica (n=6)

Gentiana officinalis (n=1. 2010LZ002-3)
Gentiana officinalis (n=14)

Gentiana siphonantha (n=1, QH201302-2)

63 | Gentiana macrophylla (n=6)

Gentiana robusta (n=18)
Gentiana dahurica (n=3)

Gentiana siphonantha (n=2)

Gentiana straminea (n=3)

Gentiana waltonii (n=3)

| Gentiana crassicaulis (n=9)

86 | Gentiana tibetica (n=3)

Halenia elliptica (n=3, outgroup)

| —
0.0010
Figure 1 NJ phylogenetic tree based on mtDNA nad1/b-c within Sect. Cruciata. Halenia elliptica was set as an outgroup. Numbers above
or below the nodes are bootstrap support values
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Figure 2 PCR profile of different Sect. Cruciata species amplified using developed primer PF. Bands (c. 700 bp) in the box show the
species-specific band amplified only in G. robusta. Lane M: GM333 DNA ladder. 1-18: G. robusta; 19-22: G. lIhassica; 23-29: G. officinalis;
30-33: G. macrophylla; 34-36: G. dahurica; 37-39: G. straminea; 40-44: G. crassicaulis; 45-47: G. siphonantha; 48-50: G. tibetica;
51-53: G. waltonii. N: Negative control
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PL K nad5 K 25 4 N 1 [X (nad5/d-e) 3543 P4 . &5
B R, T LR R nadl/b-c 5 A1 R 2 i 3 TR
HYB"— RN D T R2AFRRASE MRS U S —
0 A, X ZE I G. robusta King ex Hook. f. JL 4
W) Bl 43 HE 2 X R 25 %% JU G. crassicaulis Duthie ex
Burk. & it jiff Z= 7L G. tibetica King ex Hook. f. F.45“3%
75y 33, T nad5/d-e 731 R 405 = SCH B, il 2
(1 K 2 7 Gentiana macrophylla Pall.. &% & % 7 G.
officinalis H. Smith /& {£. %% J G. siphonantha Maxim.
ex Kusnez. 17 7£ [1) Fh 9 AN [R] 5 R B, A5 B2 AR A R
F R E 7> FhRic o

FUEZIUE N — BAR A, B IRIEEAL (concerted
evolution) A58 4%, AL T 5 B 4%, B R% R R 20 J i
SRARFE R 4 A BRI 7 DNA SRS A H R BRI o 1 A
SCHE I 21— nadl/b-c ) Fh 4> Fhrid, B A e P
S A, SR ) S R DR 2H B B R RE A A R AT 1
DT RGHER. B4, nadl/b-c P —4r THRIC, T
F4 K 25 %8 0 2 P 28 L 5 () 4 T L At 8 v AL 47 X )
FF, %5 BRI AR R 25 28 I K P s 2 JU A Bl DNA KT
{ET (737,95 /7l

FF K I RHLH: 22 T G. robusta King ex Hook. f.
nadl/b-c ¥ F 7> FAxic, Wik — % 5 %€ 51 %) PF, R
T PCR RS A, G M 28 JU4E 7 M 51 9)-PCR %58
Jiike %R R KR 63.7 °C, AT 6 N JE B 18 4
H:Z8 JURE i 7E 700 bp AL 35 H B — 5 53 2% 47, 10 9 NIl
G IR A BRI AT, 2T 1200 bp 72 44
By ) — AR R R S, 20T AT, B
nadl/b-c ¥ 4. W15 HMAFBKBEEEBB K, Pk
A I AT I SR S, RS SR S B s e A R I .
BE— B H G TR R E S T e 1k, 2014~2015 4F
EVERERYT TR EH 2 2 U 0% 25 i L R
A A S L EL B O ) R AR %R OE 3 | BE, 9 0 K A,
AR RIE AR 2JFRE 6 e, KR 2516
P, WA PCRY™HY, HMKETIN . &5 R 2R, (ORI
03 JEBE 9 U3 B S 7E 700 bp Ab 34 B — 4 S Ak
AR A 28 DU S 51 W0 48 E DTV R R AE S 2 A
1) 45 58 R HE IR TR

BT R B DR AN I 2 AR BE DR T 35, B R ok A S
DITERE YD ) R G0 K 6 B 90 b 24 B SR i it % %
GRER RIS ETE Ly o SRR P VAT MR DA 3 pri A= Pty ]
Fr 8 B, b f ik PR AT RE B AT RO E #1021
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