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LC-MS analysis of sintilimab as an anti-PD-1 therapeutic mab for
its improved hinge stability study
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Abstract: Monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) have been widely used as therapeutic drugs for treating diseases
such as cancers and auto-immune diseases. When using an 1gG4 isotype, one of the challenges is the instability of
its hinge which is prone to Fab-arm exchange (FAE). The hinge sequence of a wild type 1gG4 is -CPSC-, however,
a single point mutation S228P from -CPSC- to -CPPC- can effectively diminish FAE, thereby improving hinge
stability of the 1gG4 molecule. Sintilimab is the fully human anti-PD-1 monoclonal antibody designed and
developed for immuno-oncology, in which serine 228 in the hinge was engineered to proline to mitigate FAE. In
this study, LC-MS is used to study hinge stability of sintilimab in both in vitro (PBS and human serum) and in vivo
(SCID mouse) studies. The studies demonstrate that LC-MS is a fast and simple way to monitor for the occurrence
of FAE in vitro and in vivo, and FAE can be eliminated by antibody engineering with a single point mutation.
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A 4E AW (Abbvie) 91235 5Kk (Humira®) L 184 1.3
TCHFE R AR 2K 7 . PR 2 O A
il 2547 Mk A R e PRI A 2 —, 8k 2017 4E FDA &
28 Bttt B T 70 2 AN PR Z, B TR PR
ZiHh C 4 A 550 Z Bk TG PR A B B, B i 50 4>
SEN TR LA 7B B o

H i R AE B I8 97 1 DAk 25 v 35 O 19G 2R
R, E BN 1gGL. 1gG2 F1 1gG4 W AL . H. 44 4 3% fa] Ff
19G WV ARUAE A HUAR 5 WIHE SE T K, T2 EEAR I PR AE H
HLHIFIE T Fe A5 1 248 Dy 5, 2 ADCC (antibody
dependent cellular cytotoxicity, F1t 14 1% %5t 1 41 g 75 1
F) % B A1 CDC (complement dependent cytotoxicity,
MRS 1R 20 B B A ) OB . R DR S 19G A Fe
A FoyR &5 (1) 55 F1 ) A 2%, FLF 919G > 19G4 >
9G24, Huiidy LT bk W4 K 2 50h
IgGL A, # RS, MInT LUK HESUAN S ADCC
RN AN CDC 2L o AR AT 4 I e 35 A 1) At 5o ek e 47
P25 K6 75 15 (check point) PD-1 A1 PD-L1 401 ] 4 47 44k
A ML LA3T PD-1 F1 PD-L1 $t /& BH 7 PD-1/PD-
LA ‘S i, A oot T 248 i Py 4 ], AT 3% A Jirk JeE 4
H, A FH AL AS [5) T DA 0 98 P4k Ol ADCC 45 3%
P 2% 49 e 96 4 e g AL 1T, BRI I 2 B T R B PD-1 it
& nivolumab (Opdivo®).pembrolizumab (Keytruda®) 7£
WIT I $4R H 7 ADCC 35 M 55 19 19G4 I, 1fif Roche
i) PD-L1 #i #& atezolizumab (Tecentriq®) H 48K H T
IgG1 WV RUH JRAR R 25 1 WEIALAL A5, W Bk 1 ADCC i
PES), BEFE 19G4 4 F1F R IT M PUE Z5 4 1 K BRI AE
B, — ANV AE 1 ARG 32 B AR 219G A 4y FAF AT E I
Fab & % #ft (FAE, Fab-Arm Exchange), 5 8/ T4 5
X R FEE P i . 19G4 5 19GL 7E 8L HE X R # A2 0E
YA AN 19GA 1R BUEE X [ 7 51 9 -CPS#8C-, #H Ltk
IgG1 []-CPP?2C-, |gG4 5 B 4% [A] ¥y — it gt il 1) - =
HE, & 46T B fifk 4> 1 (half molecule) (K45, 2R )5
PSPk 2 7 I8 i CH3 X 35k 1 3 FL A #H B /E F 7E
RARAEAB MRS TR A TE— i, 7R i MRS,
PIANASE ) 19G4 253 43 TF, IR R AE R d AL
(2 J)1 Redox it #2) T¥ fi Fab & A2 i, & B SUR: S P ik T
o100 g 4 AR B, B B X R AR (S228P), R
55 228 7 1) 22 2 B (Ser) BUH M 1gG L JF 51 11 fik 2 R
(Pro), AJ DARR K I B AR FAE 1 K A2, 3858 19G4 [ 2
PECY . b Ak, A SCHERHRTE T 19G4 1 CH3 X 45 ¥ 28 409
A FS 2 R R AE N 1gGL 7 I R ~F I 2 B2 (Lys) . m]
PAFRAIK FAE I i 4212 BURAFF K I 19G4 K P 254
T X X T A1 3R AT SOk DLRE 5 FAE 1) R AR, )
1 Biogen 2 &) T K 1 UL adfL F1 adBT NHE 5 00 T iA

J7 % K& VEREALIE ) natalizumab (Tysabri®) sl /& 9G4
AT, SRS CLAAIE BX AN PR A o T AT 5N AR YR
1gG4 & 4= Fab B x2 #rls], B4R 3] H 1 A4 1k 1 AT AT
H0 4 2 B natalizumab 5 A\ A4 P JE 19G4 Jk AE Fab B 22
e 5 2 BEARIE T BCR B AR RN, B TE 1gG4 ¥R
7 PEBUAR 29 W IF e B SR R NATT O S T ) T
IgG4 HE 42 F2 5 4k, R i 19G4 4 85 X 5 41 1) B0 4
(S228P) Ky /b B I B Fab 8 28 e i i t214), BARE %
SCHR CUIE B F I8 S228P Suk 208, {H A2 MR B AR AT
FEAE 53T R AE AT UF B PERTF AL

£ Gt 78 FAE B 75 7% 25 BN ELISA J5 v, B A A
FAE J& JE B OURE 5 ME DL AR BT DL & A AS R B i A 45
P, K F #7820 ELISA (Bridging-ELISA) v K A& Il .
AR, — ST R 7 VT R TR FAE . 4
FH 9 ILIR e B R (FRET) 197 3080 W F e )t
FHE A AbRIC A 1gG4 7 1, W R A2 FAE T Rl A4
GG, WOk — R R 5 R 55— Fh R I B, A
T RS 0 3 FAE, {HL A2 30X Fh 5325 73 B2 X P4k 4y 7 WS A
i, TRk S E M4 4. — M SEC-
HPLC ik X 2 AN A 19G 4T, il AN (A Bk
H—Fh 19G4 4> T Bi§ VI 3575 Fe F Bt (—50 kDa), 5 7
— P52 B 11 19G4 43 T (~—150 kDa) % &, FAE J&5 & ik
[ 4% 4 LAk 70 7 B K 29°8 100 kDa, i i % 3 f¥) SEC-
HPLC Bl AT 73 85 1% 3 F 7% =X, M T A% U FAE 1) &
Az181, 5 FRET J5yEAHAL, X PG U] J7 i S 0 T
PR 73T IR, 7T RETEIE S R BTARAT . BtAh,
VR4 i (mixed-mode chromatography) th 7] ] T FAE
[RAG I Es]

R BE ] (LC-MS) Jrik B2 B 1 o v
PUARZ WD FRAE, L35 58 B AN S5 21 5 A I L ik
IR T 51 1) 43 B 0 Tk i R 48 A 55 2% ol (1 45 5 A
BN &R, LC-MS L O F 44 (in vitro) 28 pf
T 19G4 73 T FAE A L7 7 1 Foft 17 B S B B
Erh, RES 5 FAE RN HIF A 19G4 73 T 11 r T RIA
B —E M E R, BT AU el 5 7 19G4 4y 1
EMS Bt FEEI B, LC-MSE S ELISAVEAM B,
H A PR R0 TG 75 A A b F T (91 a0 Bk R AR ) R
b)) BIAR A, ATAE LA Bl R4S A I 45 SR . T X T AE
F AR A4 (in vitro) BIF 5T, 1 e A LG
L AR A4 Y EREE, LA B Y (in vivo) S B, 52
PR T B3 355 AR A VF 2 A v TR R AR TR,
ELISAEANR AT B AR, AT 77 (84} 78 FAE, o] Jaf
I3 A A UR 19G 25 B BA KR AN 338 9 R 19G 1
SCID /) A EL, M T ¥ FAE Sz 37 R 1) 7E 15 A 19G4 43
T2, FEXAES T, LC-MS iEA SR AT LA Sy — Fib
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i {8 I 1E 22 (orthogonal) [ 43 4t J7 % 2% W 5T FAE 1)
KA.

= R BT (sintilimab) & — 4 N JE$t PD-1 4t
i, TR it )T . SEANE BT Pt PD-1 5T
14 nivolumab 1 pembrolizumab #H 5], 15 it F) 5 H1 /&
19G4x B HAA, 76 A TF KB, 4 m b fd i) A2 e 1
B HE X I 7 41 -CPSC- 2 #4) y-CPPC- (8228P), LA
B8 72 () FAE XU . A B 70 M 12 R IA T sintilimab L
J sintilimab £ #4 #1719 87 4 1 (-CPSC-) (sintilimab-wt),
K H LC-MS J7 i34l 71 sintilimab 76 44 41 39 17k 1
SLE R FAERRE M. 45 BRI, 2ot S5 1) sintilimab
RGeS, kbR T O = BT Rk
FAJ () B AR TR R AR AN A Y sintilimab 7R 5 3 Ath B 4= 7
19G4 7> 1 K FAE.

R 55E%E

ik @I F A5 AT (sintilimab) A5 A 4
= 1) B (R EBRE X R Sk Y, 1R FR sintilimab-wt),
DL R 55— /N B A R 19G4 4y F TGN1412 ¥ 5 18 £
Hi1 245 (75 IM) A B2 = $ 4L, 7E CHO-S 4 ilg Hh 18 Fl 4l
k. Pembrolizumab (fit 5 6302604005) It [ 3 [ Merck
A N AB &I E H & EH Gemini 4 | ; C.B17
SCID /)~ BRI b 5 4 3@ 1) 4 S 58 Zh W H R A R A+
NEM A1 GSH Il 4 5% [ Sigma 24 =] ; Protein A B i b £k
T 5 3£ [F GE /A #]; C4 to ik (ACQUITY UPLC Protein
BEH C4 Column, 300 A, 1.7 um, 2.1 mm x 50 mm) i
H 2 [# Waters 24 @ ; SDS-PAGE il i (4%~ 15%, 12-
well) 1% [ 22 [H Bio-Rad A 7] ($% 5 456-1085).

1L88 ¥ BB A X Utimate3000 Q-Exactive Il
3¢ & Thermo Scientific 24 #] ; Beckman PA800 Plus &
Y HL Bk AX W B 55 [ Beckman 2 7 ; B R 15 R G
(Chemidoc XRS+) 4 [ £ [® Bio-Rad 24 7] .

SDS-PAGE & & it /4 ¥ i i B £ 2 mg - mL?,
W20 pL 5410 ERE R phl 1 1R A, 70 Cn#k
10 min, A #1 & = H 5 & 0, B8 ug L FE 3] 4%~15%
12-well Bio-Rad il il Jiz, [A] B I A% 5 pl T4k 73 ¥ &
Marker, 200 V H, 45 5 Bk 25 min &£ 45 . {518 FLIK,
R BT 25 T W o W e (0 R B2 5% 40 min £, B
BEYERTO KEW . B RIE RGBT

ER R CE-SDS  HUH i 100 pg, II A pH 6.5 FF
it 28 PR AR RN 85 L (FF & 28 v AR A =70 L),
BN A kR (10 kDa) 2 pL A1 250 mmol - L/ NEM &
5 ul, V215 70 CHIH 10 min, A H 2= = JE, AL
o N BEREE B Beckman PA800 Plus & 402 L ik {X
HEAT B I L WA

PBS &Mk FAE L3 437/ HL 100 pg sintilimab.
sintilimab-wt 1 pembrolizumab 5 100 yg TGN1412JE 4,
710 uL #9100 mmol - L't GSH (¥ & >4 1 mmol - LY),
AN PBS BLARF N1 mL, 37 C/KIBIEE . &FEMF
A7 4% 545, 4 BIAE 0.1.2.6 F120 h B FH LC-MS %
3T

EBHNIFE GG A EF FAEZIE 3 mL
Protein A B Ig B ER I\ 21 10 mL 3% F:, F 6 mL PBS
THPE3 K. A 3 mL AIML7E 5 Protein A B lg B ERTR &
G, BT RGN, EiRE 2 h, WELJE S, 7
¥k g i B UL PP R, R 43R 8 2B IR 19G 11
N3, fR-A7T-20 CHF . 43 5 EX 100 pg sintilimab
sintilimab-wt. pembrolizumab 5 100 ng TGN1412 /& %,
FASWRAET 1. 439 100 ul 2B IR 19G N I i
BV &R, NN GSH & 3 mmol - LT WK, 7
37 CAKWBIE T (18 h). AR5, H A& FE &N
Protein AZE g M2k, B TIEH R &1, ZHEIEF 2 h.
{3 FH 150 pL PBS #1125 B 1 7K 4K X 7% Ut Protein A B fIg
BEER 39K, f5t )5 F 1% HR/ZK 7 W 100 pL Pe i, JF 4
TAEIRYE . S FE B 4l 7K 22 100 pL, ff I LC-MS ik
iR e = S T E TN = 8

SCID /MEREZEE 43 7 #% sintilimab . sintilimab-wt .
pembrolizumab 5 TGN1412 J& &, 1] PBS Fii B¢ & & i
BIRE N1 mg-mL?, #% 10 mg - kg™ 771 i 1 R # ik
VRS 3k 5 JE I G 2 BRI I ME % C.B17 SCID /M. 24 h
J&i, B/ R 41 200 pL, 2.0 (5 000 r-min, 5 min) 4>
S o 1A 5 A A & RN ON Protein A BB BE B,
BFREIREAN, ZEME 2h. {fH PBS 150 pL Al
EB T KM VG Uk Protein A BRIERERK 37Kk, B )5 H 1%
R 7K 100 pb e, 023 TRk 4 . &1 b
HA 2l K 230 pL, 1 F LC-MS 46 I & ¢ 5 A F 44 7
T&E.

LC-MS#&iM & Dionex Ultimate 3000 UHPLC
A1 Q-Exactive Y Jiii 1 ] £ Gi %t i fk 2 1 & #E 47 A0 .
AR 2 H: tB3E H 9 ACQUITY UPLC BEH C4 300 A
(2.1 mm x 50 mm, 1.7 um), #EFERF A 10 pL, IR
80 °C, Y A 0.2 mL - min', &y K 214 nm; i 5h
FHA R 0.1% H R 1 /KWW, sl A B N E 0.1% H
R 1) I R, 92 BR 43 2524 5 min Y B ARG 2 2 10% ~
98%. Q-Exactive st i} 21 HZ4: #10idE A 35 arb,
A B AU IE 9 12 arb, W %5 HE R N 3.8 KV, B AL
IR E 4 320 °C, S-lens RF level >y 80%, % B 2% I #4 28 1
J 4 200 °C. Q-Exactive ¥ ¥ R4 515 ¥ K1 4
MS #5241 4, 38 47 I 8] A 2~18 min, 3% 5 1 5 74
=X, V5 N CID HL 24 0 eV, microscans 24 10, 43 # 2% Ky
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17 500, AGC Target 4 3e6, Maximum IT Jy 200, 14t & > A
91 500~4 500 m/z, ¥ R ¥ A profile. 5 itk é@é” @\“‘ q@f’ é&@é‘”
A K9 %4 H Biopharma Finder (Thermo Scientific) 2 BT YT
AT RSB 5 T B e G .
yrEm TOOKD e
=A

% G R PR (X PR A Bk (S228P) 2 L - <— Half molecule
B, A FE A I A @ T sintilimab. A 2k ) B A A ks
(sintilimab-wt) DL K 75 — B4 41 1gG4 Ht TGN1412, If
£ CHO-S4ilffi b # ik Fi4lifh.. sintilimab 5 sintilimab- |
wt A LE, R A BE X & FE IR S228P A5 4k, JoAh 2 FE R By e
FEUM 56 4~ 5. TGN1412 A7 TeGenero #1252y |
AR 0 CD28 LI, I ThaT Mg X B
T 1995, JELEE I PR | 01 % A % A AR B R 1 24 1k ;:: Sy

' L —

5. TGN1412 [F]FE 2y S A i B A= Y 19G4 73 1, BBEIX
J7 511 H-CPS?28C-, AR 4HE SCHk i £ 5 HAh B 2E 1Y 19G4
Iy T KA FAEDST, AR, Merck 2 & (1 $T PD-1 $i 4
pembrolizumab T £ 4 #3E 1F B AN 23 % A2 FAEN®), AT
FH AR Ry net B
1 FESFRN

FHAR S T HIAFAE A 19G4 43 T 1) & 4= FAE 14y
TR X LR AR A AR 8 5 % 1F T AR 1 S
SDS-PAGE R 47 73 B8, HHH Sl il et . i1
BT, 768 1 ~75 kDa f 3t J5 7] DAW %2 512 Hi ik 4 1
HIFELE . Sintilimab-wt Al — AN AR 1gG4 TGN1412,
TERE BT B SR 7 B &Pk T A&, T
sintilimab L & pembrolizumab i [ & 2 7 7 4 JE
(ZEER

300

Figure 1  Analysis of half-molecules present in various 1gG4
mAbs as indicated by non-reduced SDS-PAGE

BE— D0 & PR TR R UR S T BT E
B, A AEIE R CE-SDS (& 2) 4631 %4> 19G4 4y 1
R o E . B2 EER] TR hiE s T
AN U UG, e TGN1412 (1 Hiik o 75 e,
15 %) 11.6%, sintilimab-wt 1 2= 477 /& 43 F & & 4 5.3%,
sintilimab (1) EHi 444>+ & 21N 0.1%, pembrolizumab
(2B HUR 2> T4 8 N 0.5%. HI AT I, sintilimab (4%
B DX 51 (1 25K (S228P) B K BEAIS T sintilimab [ £ 2
UG T 104 B, 0 23 7 & AU SO BT 2%
ELAFVE B2, sintilimab H (1 22 P fk 2 1 I A%

E E Half molecule Intact monomer
75 '/ | /
B0 parbeolizumab |
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140~ _ 22 A
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=
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Figure 2 Analysis of half antibody molecules presented in various 1IgG4 mAbs as indicated by non-reduced CE-SDS (insert as zoomed-in

graph)



© 126 -

Zy%% %4 Acta Pharmaceutica Sinica 2019, 54(1): 122 -129

-+ pembrolizumab.

h 7% %% sintilimab 7 5 22 & 4E FAE, 43 5l 44 sintil-
imab.sintilimab-wt 5 TGN1412 7 A [ () 3R 85 (FL 4544k
PRI AR) IR A, FI R LC-MS ¥ 5% &5 530 A7 4
S IR B A5G PBS £k A L5 A1 SCID /N B o
2 PBSZEMIKXI

43 M sintilimab-wt. sintilimab /& 75 2> & 4= FAE,
F sintilimab-wt. sintilimab 43 %] 5 TGN1412 7% PBS 2%
MO PR A, NN AE JE R A B H IR (GSH) £ 37 CHiE
A, fEANF B (] (04126 #1120 h) HUFf 5 B 82 H LC-
MS AT . S5 R B 3 s, W E 1 h 5 BRI a] B 2
M %2 3| sintilimab-wt 5 TGN1412 & 4= FAE Ji T B 44
Hhuik (hybrid), F H B8 B ) 1 2 K T 38 b, 206 h i1
I {5 FAE JE A5 1E, ZR & PiiAR 1) & &5 20 h (45 A

A3 5 UAH R 2, BIAEIR A 5% E I Ak 3] 20 h,
sintilimab 5 TGN1412 2 [a] 5 A A& Wl 21 FAE )& 4= .
Pembrolizumab 5 TGN1412 7£ PBS 22 #h i iR &, I
GSH i [7] #F (18] 8] 55 BURE LC-MS Rl o 25 2R SR
pembrolizumab [d] sintilimab — F¢, % & 20 h J5 /598 &
WA E PRI =4 (R AR BoR)el,
3 AMEAFIMELE
NILENEAF&EREB R AEKET R
KRG H 57, FHEL PBS S, ml LALE A4 4 B 4 b At
WNERN ARG E T &5HRKEMNBEEA 196
EmFEEN, AT AR ME s R 19G Y
T4, F Protein A B IR #E B S K A L35 HH 1K 4 U 19G
ZiBR, FIGE R GSH (29K 3 mmol - L), SR 5 44
sintilimab-wt. sintilimab 43 %l 55 TGN1412 ££ IfiL i &

Sintilimab-wt+TGN1412 Sintilimab+TGN 1412
e 146365 36 e 14638825
=i Sintilimab-wt % o] Sintilimab
5 804 E 804
oh ¥ ol TGN1412 % Faa TGN1412
..!—é 1 \.!!_Bzvsss ;’: 1 \ 148214 70
q§ 404 146526 89 g 403
t ] ' 148333 67 = ] 149500 45
- . 4 148609 06 148333.66
20 14000830 o 148547 91 20 o == 148431.20
14813758 | 146! " 146934 16 1 148356 19 !l [ 146726.80 l [
Sl e 0 i A —— e .
146000 146500 147000 147500 148000 148500 14800¢ 148000 148500 147000 147500 148000 148500 149000
Mass Mass
100 146366 50 = 146388 42
g 80 : £ 804
3 4 Hybrid § =
1h £ w £
: 'a- 148930, 148215.80 § & 14821644
g ] 146528 44 1 g
= ] B! 46820.29 290.94 & 14850502 14833164
s s N| 148334 67 il 3
; 147407 22 148432 82 146614 13 148543 41
] k : 1484 1 14s17460 T
od i e K, . A s s Y W W
Ty —F iy i T e sper
146000 146500 147000 147500 148000 148500 14900 146000 146500 147000 147500 148000 148500 148000
Mass Mass
£l 14 704
- 146366 95 100 - 638
- 3
& &
£ B0 80
5§ .l
2h £ s £ 50
£ 3 4 55 148215.20 § h 14821573
404 = 40
5 ] 14852611\ ooe o 147451 80 —— 3 B
1, 1 1 14
27 14634280 146087.09 ] ke 146610 34 g
4 A : = 148546 23 4 146176.94 - 146721 34 o1 47 I 148439 55
S S | 5, O E— e Ay R l'l e debeizly sl :
146000 148500 147000 147500 148000 148500 14900 146000 146500 147000 147500 148000 148500 148000
Mass Mass
4
S 146366.42 .!;7439 PR 14638002
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2
g H ]
6h £ g0 £ g
£ 14821495 H ] 14821614
5 40 E 0]
2 148526 66 14740022 &
1 146821.73 ] 146505 08
20] o 147452688 oo 14833388 553 = 148334.66 —
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E I S l 4 14818444 i MBI202T L ensada i
0 A A - T R (S SN VN 5 B5 T N S Sl cocov - ARNRRERS W B A by
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1004 148385 16 f 100 -+
¥ 80 £ g0
& 3 H
20h i 60-] £ 04
£ ] 14821517 £ 14621584
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Mass Mass

Figure 3

Time course study of Fab-arm exchange analysis between sitilimab-wt or sitilimab and TGN1412 in PBS
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Figure 4 Fab-arm exchange analysis between sitilimab-wt or sitilimab and TGN1412 in IgG-removed human serum after 18 hours mixing
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Figure 5 Fab-arm exchange analysis between sitilimab-wt or sitilimab and TGN1412 in SCID mice serum after 24 hours injection
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