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Independent and joint effects of knee osteoarthritis and sarcopenia on fall

risk among middle-aged and older adults in China
WANG De-zhi, PU Wen-rong, ZHU Ming, MA Chao, LIU Yu-long, MENG Hu
Rizhao Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Rizhao, Shandong 276800, China

Abstract: Objective To evaluate the independent and joint effects of knee osteoarthritis (KOA) and sarcopenia on fall risk
among Chinese middle —aged and older adults. Methods Using data from the China Health and Retirement Longitudinal
Study (CHARLS), we analyzed baseline data from 2011 and recorded fall events during 9-year follow—up. Multivariable Cox
regression models were established to examine independent and joint effects, with sensitivity analyses conducted to verify
robustness. Results Among 9 037 participants, 3 627 (40.1%) experienced falls during follow —up. Multivariable Cox
regression showed both KOA (HR=1.51, 95%CI: 1.38-1.65) and sarcopenia (HR=1.25, 95%CI: 1.11-1.40) were independent
risk factors for falls. For joint effects, compared with the non—KOA/non—sarcopenia group, the non—KOA/sarcopenia (HR=
1.25, 95%CI: 1.09-1.42), KOA/non-sarcopenia (HR=1.51, 95%CI: 1.37-1.67), and KOA/sarcopenia (HR=1.83, 95%CI:
1.46-2.29) groups all showed increased fall risks. Sensitivity analyses confirmed result stability. Conclusion Both KOA and
sarcopenia increase fall risk in middle —aged and older adults, with their combined effect exceeding individual impacts.
Enhanced fall prevention strategies combining early intervention and comprehensive measures should be implemented for this
vulnerable population.

Keywords: Middle—aged and older adults; Knee osteoarthritis; Sarcopenia; Fall risk; China Health and Retirement Longitudinal
Study
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Figure 1 Flowchart for inclusion and exclusion of participants
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Table 1 Basic characteristics of the subjects [n(%)]

A JE(n=9 037) A fE] (n=5 410) BefBl(n=3 627) PE P8

P51 118.739 <0.001
5 4502(49.8) 2 949(54.5) 1553(42.8)
‘e 4535(50.2) 2461(45.5) 2074(57.2)

AR (%) 79.747 <0.001
<60 5 106(56.5) 3263(60.3) 1 843(50.8)
=60 3931(43.5) 2 147(39.7) 1784(49.2)

HEFE 74.075 <0.001
AN LR 5952(65.9) 3373(62.3) 2579(71.1)
e R UL 3085(34.1) 2037(37.7) 1048(28.9)

WS HRAR 42.346 <0.001
A/ 8 020(88.7) 4 897(90.5) 3 123(86.1)
KU /B35 /T 1017(11.3) 513(9.5) 504(13.9)

PN RTERR T[] (b)) 59.515 <0.001
<7 4364(48.3) 2 433(45.0) 1931(53.2)
7~9 3936(43.6) 2511(46.4) 1 425(39.3)
>9 737(8.2) 466(8.6) 271(7.5)

BMI(kg/m?) 13.599 0.004
I3 (<18.5) 550(6.1) 296(5.5) 254(7)
1E#(18.5~23.9) 4800(53.1) 2 874(53.1) 1926(53.1)
BT (24 ~28) 2642(29.2) 1632(30.2) 1010(27.8)
NEJE(>28) 1.045(11.6) 608(11.2) 437(12)

PP 50.219 <0.001
T H Al 4180(46.3) 2 667(49.3) 1513(41.7)
A HAbAE 4857(53.7) 2743(50.7) 2 114(58.3)

W B 30.414 <0.001
ERIENEE 6 142(68.0) 3557(65.7) 2585(71.3)
H R 2 895(32.0) 1 853(34.3) 1042(28.7)
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Ap i B8 (=9 037) KB (n=5 410) BefEl(n=3 627) ~1E P

AR 13.429 <0.001
AN 6 657(73.7) 3910(72.3) 2747(75.7)
yell] 2380(26.3) 1500(27.7) 880(24.3)

KOA 143.032 <0.001
& 7987(88.4) 4960(91.7) 3027(83.5)
2= 1050(11.6) 450(8.3) 600(16.5)

WLE 43.44 <0.001
w 8 282(91.6) 5043(93.2) 3239(89.3)
b 755(8.4) 367(6.8) 388(10.7)

22 KOA AUV E 5 kB RIe% A6 % B & Cox  ABEAY LA XU & E KOA ABER 1.51 (95%CI.

=)A5H ZHE Cox [MIHAT R KOA FIJUVE
=B A ST G I & (HR >1,P<<0.05) , AS[a] 5
BB REEIRFa e, SE PR (R 3) 7R, KOA

1.38 ~ 1.65 )% , WILZE AR 0 BOA3 IXURS: S R LA
FEY 1.25(95%CT:1.11 ~ 1.40) 1%, W3 2.

F 2 KOA FIHLE 5 A5 XU Y DI

Table 2 Association of knee osteoarthritis and sarcopenia with falls

. . . F5iAL 1 [ Eip) A 3
7 b JEUN 4 HYREPN D) - - - - - -
HR {H(95%CI) P HR {H(95%CI) P HR {H(95%CI) P
4t KOA 7987 3027(37.9) 1(Ref) 1(Ref) 1(Ref)
KOA 1050 600(57.1)  1.81(1.66~1.98)  <0.001  1.63(149~1.79) <0.001  151(1.38~1.65  <0.001
JEWLE 8282 3239(39.1) 1(Ref) 1(Ref) 1(Ref)
WU 755 388(51.4) 1.64(1.47~1.82)  <0.001  127(1.14~142)  <0.001  125(1.11~140) <0.001

2.3 KOALS MY s B aAE R Ansk B R X 209 %
A% Cox @54 MRHEEEEAA KOA R EER
FFEXT 424 AR KOA/ AENLAEA (AE KOA/ AL dE
H KOA/ AE WL/ E 44 A1 KOA/ WL/ SE 4R, LLITAY
KOA FIILAE X BB RS AR A5 MR o 58 4 TR A
YRR 3) @7, LLIE KOA/ RN/ E L 218, 3k

KOA/ WL iE4H (KOA/ FELARE 4 (KOA/ AL E 21
Y AR XU 23 S KOA/ AE L REZH Y 1.25(95%
Cl:1.09 ~1.42).1.51 (95%CI:1.37 ~1.67) #l 1.83
(95%CI:1.46 ~ 2.29)1i% , B A Geit2# 2 X (P<0.05).
W33,

3 KOA 5UBREXTRERUES (R -G VR

Table 3 Combined effects of knee osteoarthritis with sarcopenia on falls

o . L 1 R 2 50 3
bk SAEC BREAE(%)
HR 11.(95%CI) PAE HR {E(95%CI) P& HR {1(95%CI) P
4 KOA/ AW E 7365  2726(37.0) 1(Ref) 1(Ref) 1(Ref)
4k KOA/ JIU/bE 622 301(48.4)  1.60(1.42~1.80)  <0.001  1.26(1.12~1.43)  <0.001  1.25(1.09 ~ 1.42) 0.001
KOA/ AEWLE 917 513(55.9) 1.79(1.63~1.97)  <0.001 1.63(1.48 ~ 1.8) <0.001  1.51(1.37~1.67)  <0.001
KOA/ Wi 133 87(65.4)  2.712.19~335) <0001  203(1.63~252) <0.001  1.83(1.46~229)  <0.001

2.4 BRMESH RT3 AT T 2
YU AT, 2 BB e BT 45 3 5 B oe 45 51
FAR—F, B KOA/ WL/ AE 20 B kXU B e, i T
4 KOA/ AL E2H (KOA/ AE WL 4 A1l KOA/ FE
WUDREL o UM o3 B $ s AR T 45 SR AT AH 2 T
Sk, LR 4,

3 it it

TERX I 59 037 Bl [ g 4 N i JUAR i
FErf, FRATRTE T KOA YU E R KA XUBS: ) 57
FHECAREN, 45 R W] KOA RV RE J& R 4R A
WA 1k ST B 3 KOA 5 U A7 5 2 1 3
SE IR RS , SRR AT i — APk T X SGHRAL
I RS SE TE o
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Table 4 Sensitivity analysis of combined effects of knee osteoarthritis with sarcopenia on falls

A BNEL B AE(%) HR(95%CI) P
Z B AN

3 KOA/ FELDE 7700 2 860(37.1) 1(Ref)

Ak KOA/ L/ 659 318(48.3) 1.24(1.09 ~ 1.41) 0.001

KOA/ B4 981 552(56.3) 1.51(1.37 ~ 1.66) <0.001

KOA/ L 145 91(63.4) 1.77(1.42 ~2.21) <0.001
HEBRRfT <2 4F

4k KOA/ B E 6207 1812(29.2) 1(Ref)

Ak KOA/ IV E 457 182(39.8) 1.19(1.01 ~ 1.40) 0.041

KOA/ AR E 692 314(45.4) 1.48(1.31 ~ 1.68) <0.001

KOA/ L/ 82 42(51.2) 1.53(1.11 ~ 2.10) 0.009

AAFFE T, KOA AFEA R AU 2 JE KOA AHRE
9 1.51 15 (95%CI:1.38 ~ 1.66) , 5 FE 4 — T meta
3P4l AT (OR=1.35;95%C1:1.20 ~ 1.51 )™,
& KOA B B FZNRPRAEIR , 23X HLAA PR = A 17
SO, BN 80 () XURE S, IS B KOA HE 35 K-L
Sy PRV A8, R AR R Ak AR A 1
) RS ER 1) F BE BTG BNk T B, KOA FR 5
WORFERRE BRI ZE G AL R, S 80F
Tl B8 798 55 111 25 2 R AE) 7181, KOA 348 25 5 | A {4 g%
AR BRSO A E RSB RE TR
KBS BAEBRINRE 1 R, DTG ik (s U=,
KOA 23 AN [RI T2 B 8 38 1l IR OG5 Jol BT A 4R 4544, 52
]} 5 55 & E M |, Chaharmahali 48 APV AR E 1)
WO & REUL AT ML H R 148 2% , T
i B 4 SR DRSS
FEF FEAP R B — TR 5 & B 2 5 30k
XU 1.85(95%CI:1.24 ~ 2.77 )45, 1 H A
FEL XS ULZE PR TA TR i A TR o B, R 43 T SR 1 B
P, TRl = BT o R4 UL RE 5 B 81 XU A DG
PRI FEBAE , A9 1 U 138 [ 4 [ R AR AR 5L
it 0L /D E S 50 A8 XURS: 3G 1.25 (95% C:
111~ 1.40) 5. RN BT FESHLA ) i
N BHRIE ShRE T A A ) P B
SRR BN B[], T A 5K S 0 e 43 114 3 XL PR
2, ANV AT S S R AR A, S
O I ARGE RSN 3 B, (AR S B0k AR XU 1
e WUE AT BEAA AR K SR B R AR
SR E PR NN PR T RE T, 2 | s XU
9:[_ “[%_‘ [22,25-26] .
AT IR KOA FIHLDE Yo B3] RS Py 52 i)
A PEAEECA RN, SR KOA sL/DE 2 — B
FEXTEARLL, AR KOA FILDEE IR X4 &k

A A %) XU S 35 v 1 R ST A B T Y e ALl T
fEJE KOA FNURE B o ks R S e i | i
LRI IR, EA 5T R KOA b
i 22 8] 7695 BRI 5 & AE AL 45 Ty A 76 % D) I
F N, WRE BB K I I KOA |, LA g 2 R o
BT RS BERESETT RE ML, SO R PERE
I, — @R LA U AR ) 2 f 254 R ik 5%
TR AR Sy S0 AR S L PR 2R 4 2 i 5 T iR AR
FUINEE RAEFLER, KOA [RIRE R UE & 4F & R
M fER P2 KOA Bl A R S5 TRz B, &
LA TG S, 5 WL sl R BERY, R
J g RS HLR AR ZE AL , Jn e UL PR 2 11 A A A il
WL ZE A, MR SR SE R 7 (TNF—o ) FI 120 2
-6(IL-6) T fES HixX — I P, QM H Z , KOA il
WL iE BRI 78 H K A R SR ik R v 3 el VAR 1Y
o LA AL BoA AR, B4 FUR IS ik — 25
T, PR I 4 AR BB XU A s 7 A P ]
YEH.

25 B TiR  KOA LA GE 342 3% [ v 2 48 Ak
{51 v A PR 22, PR T80 1A K0 A5V X R 380 XSS
()52 I A AR SRR, 3RAT PR AR S5 2 T AR ite—2F
TF7E o P AR (s B B . B AT, FRATTIA
Xt A KOA FILMAE I S AF AR 10 B
S BHIRTT , e o B A ) e 5 X PR (A
T, BRI iR A5 F0U S, ) A 45 Al B 30 98 o7 425 it
DI SRR IR R P A5 RURSS: , AT Dl 5 5 A
KR BERIAT 2040

ARMWFFERY 2B A A MR AR X
FEVER , [RIF SR RGN 1] BRI 5T T, Bl (R4
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