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Abstract : Objective To analyze the prevalence and influencing factors of physical pain among Chinese elderly, providing
evidence for pain identification and intervention. Methods  Data from 6 191 elderly participants in the China Health and
Retirement Longitudinal Study ( CHARLS) were analyzed using ordinal logistic regression and random forest algorithms to
assess the impact and importance of various factors on pain severity. Results 59.13% of elderly individuals reported pain,
with over 30% experiencing moderate or severe pain. The most common pain sites were the lower back, knees, and legs. Male
gender (OR =0. 695, 95% CI =0. 614 -0.787) , higher education (OR =0.870, 95% CI =0.766 —0.988) , and retirement
(OR=0.802, 95% CI =0.699 —0.921) are protective factors. BADL disability (OR =2.071, 95% CI =1.832 —2.340),
TADL disability (OR =1.990, 95% CI =1.756 —2.235), depressive symptoms ( OR =1.548, 95% CI =1.378 - 1.739),
poor sleep quality (OR =1.530, 95% CI =1.334 — 1.756) , arthritis or rheumatism ( OR =2.486, 95% CI =2.244 -
2.753), Parkinson’s disease (OR =1.679, 95% CI =1.160 -2.428), digestive diseases (OR =1.642, 95% CI =1.478 -
1.824), cancer (OR=1.554, 95% CI =1.143 -2.112), kidney disease (OR =1.543, 95% CI =1.331 —1.788), heart
disease (OR =1.457,95% CI=1.299 —1.636) , and chronic lung diseases (OR =1.190, 95% CI =1.034 —1.371) are risk
factors. Random forest analysis showed that arthritis, BADL, IADL, depression, and sleep quality were key factors influencing

pain severity. Conclusion The physical pain burden among elderly Chinese is significant and influenced by multiple factors.
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Pain management should focus on early identification and individualized interventions for high — risk groups to improve quality of

life.

Keywords : Elderly; Physical pain; Influencing factors; Ordered logistic regression; Random forest

AR PE [ PR 9 BF 9% 195 2> ( International Association
for the Study of Pain,IASP) fJ5E X, Y9 & —Fl “ AN
PR SRS A 28 R 6, P A S B B T 1Y 20 44
057 IRV B 342, LR A Rk
il B A3 7 AR AL , AR N HE I PR JR R
BAE BT WIS R, AR AR MR R A
e H A2 FIWES AR AR PERIR L I 2 RS AR T T
RGELENEREm R, BATE LR ET R
—YEE 2 XTI R B SO 2 2 UG R 3R
G5 BT, BAL e Gt 1 J7 ¥ Mk LA 48 75 A 2t ¢
R P, A SCHE T A S 7R O R 0 A
( China Health and Retirement Longitudinal Study,
CHARLS) #tdii, 456 A )y 2 48 [0l A BB R A 7 B AL
ARG, RGEHr BE E AR R A PR R IR S T
FESZNA R 3R, O 28 4F NP0 1RO 5 T PR Al =2
RIS o

1 F#RKESFHE

L1 FH kR ABREGE R A 2020 45 b [E R
HIREEE A" (CHARLS) Wi H , i H fi R H £
W BB REREALA AR , N4 [ 30 445 AT B B AL
450 A, BRI R AR B AR PR R L 2
HEAE (F1E5- . TRBO0001052 — 11015) , HFFE X % 3 2. 4%
BAEREA . FEREAT vt R, BRAE A% T
60 2 B/, HEBR P A7 2 Bk A B REAS , DL KPR ]
AR USRS OC B RRAE A B SR B , IR WA
RFEA 6 191 4],

L2 #MBEEE JRARPmFLEEL CHARLS 0] 4
HH R R A 2 TR TR B ME A2 (48 B A i A AL
MBI G D) 27 [0 AT VPAL o BARTE A3y 2 4
WA G — w7 A AR AR 27 5
XN 1.2.3.4.5 4, 8 m FRon BOm AR BB .

A R ) BRI R0 SRR 27 il 5k 15 A A
PRSI AL ARSI 00 , A Sk R RS I T T
E(A 05N = e N VA O = N1 N g 5 2 1
BIEFNSAESS , 52055 7T [ R 2 BB o

L3 METE SEBAERT MFEe AN g
TG G HERA T AL T Ad IR0 4 A4E B2 1k
W32 AMRAAEAS B, A4S PR AR IS IS IR 2OE K
JEAT b FERE M H 8 A 15 35 30 ( Basic Activities of Daily
Living, BADL) | T. EL. £ H % 4 3% 15 3 ( Instrumental
Activities of Daily Living, IADL) |1 4 AR BARTE )
IR BER BT A AZ 0 Bl R NI B S B
SPOREG TR BRI 2 IR IR AEFEROL AMERREAR (15
it M HEU 17 0 45

L4 stz FrAZIHTE R4 L3 Bfkh
FEML TR BORIAYI R = bRt 22 R, THECRORE DU
HEIER A B BUR AW SEATES s T TN
[F)P2CIR SF T 25 BRI 1Y 0 A R . DA R
RIS A, B 2R 20 R ] Mann — Whitney U 5
Kruskal — Wallis #5355, 22 PR 5007 o, 14 A P 32 4
[ A ASE RSP AL A2 X0 PR S5 R s ), I A B
PUARMA RSP Al A8 i vk $E R AR A O R DU T
FGEE ST o KgAK HER N o =0.05,

2 # X

2.1 AEFZERFL ARAFFIEGA 6 191 Zrh
ZAEN, P AR 67.78 £5.91 %, Hi, Bk
3200 A (51.69% ) , 212 991 A (48.31% ) ; fEl§H
5023 A(81.13% ) ,AE7Els 1 168 A (18.87% ) ;3%
TEER 2 403 A (38.81%), &k JE & 3 788 A
(61.19% ) s BE KL/ K ULT Ry (48.54% ),
HUH 22 (22.26% ) (& (17.91% ) K& v K LA
F(11.29% ) . W1,

F1 AFFEEFENRASIRRRE2Z R (0 (%) ]

Table 1 Differences in physical pain severity among older adults with different characteristics[ n( % ) ]

Ap i i TOIIR RV PR IR WEESR  Z/HH P{E
P 14.967  <0.001
5 2991(48.30) 1573(25.41) 867(14.00)  279(4.51) 247(3.99) 234(3.78)
e 3200(51.70)  957(15.46) 903(14.59)  355(5.73) 359(5.80) 417(6.74)
AW (%) 0.565 0.754
60 ~65 % 2617(42.27) 1075(17.36)  764(12.34)  268(4.33) 237(3.83) 273(4.41)
66 ~69 % 1517(24.50) 604(9.76)  456(7.37)  149(2.41) 155(2.50) 153(2.47)
=70 % 2057(33.23)  851(13.75)  550(8.88)  217(3.51) 214(3.46) 225(3.63)
SR 3.463  <0.001
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A5 % En3] R PR ERLE WEERRE  Z/HH P{g
115 5023(81.13) 2090(33.76) 1445(23.34)  517(8.35) 467(7.54) 504(8.14)
HoAy 1168(18.87) 440(7.11) 325(5.25)  117(1.89) 139(2.25) 147(2.37)

HH K 118.789  <0.001
INET LT 3005(48.54) 1079(17.43)  834(13.47)  303(4.89) 351(5.67) 438(7.07)
g 1 378(22.26) 585(9.45) 409(6.61)  140(2.26) 123(1.99) 121(1.95)
i 1109(17.91) 520(8.40) 325(5.25)  121(1.95) 78(1.26) 65(1.05)
T R L L 699(11.29) 346(5.59) 202(3.26) 70(1.13) 54(0.87) 27(0.44)

JE A3 b -7.325  <0.001
il 2403(38.81) 1076(17.38)  725(11.71)  230(3.72) 191(3.09) 181(2.92)
Rkt 3788(61.19) 1454(23.49) 1045(16.88)  404(6.53) 415(6.70) 470(7.59)

BADL -28.367  <0.001
A5 R A 4575(73.90) 2235(36.10) 1357(21.92)  436(7.04) 299(4.83) 248(4.01)
T R 1 616(26.10) 295(4.76) 413(6.67)  198(3.20) 307(4.96) 403(6.51)

TADL -27.020  <0.001
A5 R wf 4669(75.42) 2239(36.17) 1413(22.82)  422(6.82) 318(5.14) 277(4.47)
TG R #e 1522(24.58) 291(4.70) 357(5.77)  212(3.42) 288(4.65) 374(6.04)

WA 7.876  <0.001
B2 1 644(26.55)  806(13.02) 433(6.99)  141(2.28) 118(1.91) 146 (2.36)
& 4547(73.45) 1724(27.85) 1337(21.60)  493(7.96) 488(7.88) 505(8.16)

] 8.651  <0.001
7 2185(35.29) 1017(16.43)  637(10.29)  207(3.34) 171(2.76) 153(2.47)
% 4006(64.71) 1513(24.44) 1133(18.30)  427(6.90) 435(7.03) 498(8.04)

B R Bk 5.379 0.068
15 786(12.70) 328(5.30) 178(2.88) 63(1.02) 98(1.58) 119(1.92)
e 1847(29.83)  788(12.73) 508(8.21)  193(3.12) 181(2.92) 177(2.86)
= 3558(57.47) 1414(22.84) 1084(17.51)  378(6.11) 327(5.28) 355(5.73)

i B J55 416.317  <0.001
78 3834(61.93) 1878(30.33) 1122(18.12)  325(5.25) 277(4.47) 232(3.75)
— 1 142(18.45) 340(5.49) 351(5.67)  172(2.78) 147(2.37) 132(2.13)
% 1215(19.63) 312(5.04) 207(4.80)  137(2.21) 182(2.94) 287(4.64)

#1285l -1.126 0.260
2 2902(46.87) 1128(18.22)  902(14.57)  307(4.96) 287(4.64) 278(4.49)
& 3289(53.13) 1402(22.65)  868(14.02)  327(5.28) 319(5.15) 373(6.02)

FRET-I H I St S 2.192 0.334
15 2066(33.37)  841(13.58) 564(9.11)  214(3.46) 208(3.36) 239(3.86)

2062(33.31)  837(13.52) 600(9.69)  195(3.15) 204(3.30) 226(3.65)

1= 2063(33.32)  852(13.76) 606(9.79)  225(3.63) 194(3.13) 186(3.00)

BT ORI 0.042 0.839
2 5915(95.54) 2411(38.94) 1703(27.51)  609(9.84) 581(9.38) 611(9.87)
& 276(4.46) 119(1.92) 67(1.08) 25(0.40) 25(0.40) 40(0.65)

FEARB 0.197 0.657
7 5419(87.53) 2119(35.52) 1564(25.26)  566(9.14) 532(8.59) 558(9.01)
& 772(12.47) 331(5.35) 206(3.33) 68(1.10) 74(1.20) 93(1.50)

SEYIN RN 97.718  <0.001
j=A 1569(25.34)  767(12.39) 475(7.67)  154(2.49) 105(1.70) 68(1.10))
7 4622(74.66) 1763(28.48) 1295(20.92)  480(7.75) 501(8.09) 583(9.42)

HARYE R 592.331  <0.001
B2 2567(41.46)  645(10.42)  733(11.84)  337(5.44) 382(6.17) 470(7.59)
& 3624(58.54) 1885(30.45) 1037(16.75)  297(4.80) 224(3.62) 181(2.92)

L 46.135  <0.001
7 1923(47.21) 1090(17.61)  816(13.18)  317(5.12) 334(5.39) 366(5.91)
&5 3268(52.79) 1440(23.26)  954(15.41)  317(5.12) 272(4.39) 285(4.60)

1ML fig 55 80.720  <0.001
2 1870(30.21)  626(10.11) 530(8.56)  223(3.60) 227(3.67) 264(4.26)
& 4321(69.79) 1904(30.75) 1240(20.03)  411(6.64) 379(6.12) 387(6.25)

SEE 40.356  <0.001
7 1 073(17.33) 370(5.98) 283(4.57)  128(2.07) 125(2.02) 167(2.70)
& 5118(82.67) 2160(34.89) 1487(24.02)  506(8.17) 481(7.77) 484(7.82)




IRAC TR B2 22 2025 AR5 52 4545 24 #]  Modern Preventive Medicine, 2025, Vol. 52, NO. 24 - 4427 -
(8:%)
LTy %k TP B PR B3] WEERR  Z/HH P{E
A e ye 10.759 0.001
2 147(2.37) 43(0.69) 44(0.71) 13(0.21) 24(0.39) 23(0.37)
& 6 044(97.63) 2487(40.17) 1726(27.88)  621(10.03) 582(9.40)  628(10.14)
e i ¥ 5 115.934  <0.001
B2 1 087(17.56) 309(4.99) 305(4.93) 139(2.25) 147(2.37) 187(3.02)
& 5104(82.44) 2221(35.87) 1465(23.66) 495(8.00) 459(7.41) 464(7.49)
S I3 95 49.995  <0.001
2 489(7.90) 136(2.20) 142(2.29) 52(0.84) 76(1.23) 83(1.34)
7 5702(92.10) 2394(38.67) 1 628(26.30) 582(9.40) 530(8.56) 568(9.17)
e 254.335  <0.001
2 1 704(27.52) 455(7.35) 488(7.88) 22(3.59) 242(3.91) 297(4.80)
7 4487(72.48) 2075(33.52) 1282(20.71) 412(6.65) 364(5.88) 354(5.72)
L 58.095 <0.001
B 548(8.85) 157(2.54) 156(2.52) 49(0.79) 76(1.23) 110(1.78)
75 5643(91.15) 2373(38.33) 1614(26.07) 585(9.45) 530(8.56) 541(8.74)
5 k5 175.405  <0.001
2 786(12.70) 174(2.81) 226(3.65) 95(1.53) 134(2.16) 157(2.54)
& 5405(87.30) 2356(38.06) 1544(24.94) 539(8.71) 472(7.62) 494(7.98)
THIL RGP 361.788  <0.001
7 2022(32.66) 493(7.96)  637(10.29) 272(4.39) 283(4.57) 337(5.44)
& 4169(67.34) 2037(32.90) 1 133(18.30) 362(5.85) 323(5.22) 314(5.07)
i IR BORS 57.685 <0.001
2 180(2.91) 36(0.58) 44(0.71) 21(0.34) 31(0.50) 48(0.78)
% 6011(97.09) 2494(40.28) 1726(27.88) 613(9.90) 575(9.29) 603(9.74)
TC TS A R I 90.542  <0.001
B2 314(5.07) 72(1.16) 67(1.08) 40(0.65) 49(0.79) 86(1.39)
7 5877(94.93) 2458(39.70) 1703(27.51) 594(9.59) 557(9.00) 565(9.13)
14 FRAE 32.983  <0.001
B2 101(1.63) 19(0.31) 25(0.40) 15(0.24) 16(0.26) 86(1.39)
%5 6 090(98.37) 2511(40.56) 1745(28.19)  619(10.00) 590(9.53) 565(9.13)
S AL T2 746.243  <0.001
2 2751(44.44)  629(10.16)  836(13.50) 402(6.49) 425(6.86) 459(7.41)
& 3440(55.56) 1901(30.71)  934(15.09) 232(3.75) 181(2.92) 192(3.20)
W i 87.284  <0.001
7 509(8.22) 129(2.08) 131(2.12) 69(1.11) 77(1.24) 103(1.66)
& 5682(91.78) 2401(38.78) 1639(26.47) 565(9.13) 529(8.54) 548(8.85)
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Fig.1 Heatmap and cluster distribution of pain prevalence across

body regions by pain severity levels
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Table 3  Ordered logistic regression analysis of factors influencing pain severity among older adults

T (SHA) B SE VA: P1H OR(95% CI)
HER(Z)

5 -0.364 0.063 -5.737 <0.001 0.695(0.614 ~0.787)
D40 ( FCA)

5 0.098 0.064 1.544 0.122 1.103(0.974 ~1.249)
HE KT (NERLT)

rhi -0.139 0.065 -2.142 0.032 0.870(0.766 ~0.988)

B -0.121 0.074 -1.646 0.099 0.886(0.767 ~1.023)

B -0.058 0.093 -0.627 0.531 0.944(0.787 ~1.132)
JaE A (kT )

Aokt 0.045 0.058 0.769 0.442 1.046(0.933 ~1.172)
BADL( JG X )

H H e 0.728 0.063 10.906 <0.001 2.071(1.832 ~2.340)
TADL( JE %)

7 TR 0.687 0.063 10.906 <0.001 1.990(1.756 ~2.235)
W (75 )

oA 0.035 0.065 0.547 0.584 1.036(0.913 ~1.176)
R ()

) -0.032 0.056 -0.576 0.564 0.968(0.867 ~1.082)
BAFLL(45)

o -0.220 0.070 -3.129 0.002 0.802(0.699 ~0.921)
e BT 4t ( 4F)

— i 0.225 0.061 3.695 <0.001 1.252(1.095 ~1.430)

= 0.425 0.070 6.073 <0.001 1.530(1.334 ~1.756)
TIABAER (75)

o) 0.437 0.059 7.370 <0.001 1.548(1.378 ~1.739)
L (45)

i 0.039 0.052 0.739 0.476 1.039(0.938 ~1.152)
IR 5% (45)

2 0.087 0.059 1.478 0.139 1.091(0.972 ~1.225)
BEIR G (75)

5 0.067 0.068 0.987 0.324 1.070(0.936 ~1.222)
e (75)

2 0.441 0.157 2.816 0.005 1.554 (1.143 ~2.112)
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ik (SR B SE VA: P1{H OR(95% CI)
PPN BB ()

= 0.174 0.072 2.420 0.016 1.190(1.034 ~1.371)
RS (A5)

= 0.048 0.092 0.524 0.600 1.050(0.877 ~1.257)
OIS ()

2 0.377 0.059 6.393 <0.001 1.457(1.299 ~1.636)
XA

= 0.058 0.081 0.715 0.475 1.060(0.891 ~1.258)
IR ()

oy 0.434 0.075 5.765 <0.001 1.543(1.331 ~1.788)
THALRGENE (1)

= 0.496 0.054 9.223 <0.001 1.642(1.478 ~1.824)
T B B A )8 ()

& 0.057 0.145 0.394 0.694 1.058(0.797 ~1.407)
TCACAH BN (75)

2 0.210 0.116 1.800 0.072 1.234(0.983 ~1.552)
WAL FRAE ()

= 0.518 0.183 2.817 0.005 1.679(1.160 ~2.428)
KT RBRIRHE ()

= 0.911 0.052 17.441 <0.001 2.486(2.244 ~2.753)
I I (45

= 0.081 0.099 0.818 0.414 1.084(0.893 ~1.316)
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