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CEFR SR A
MR RS R B0 B g 35 R BUE S i B e

REET |, 2% ERA 2 2R AL 2 RIR 2 2
LIRS — BRI (R BRr B le ) A 36 T A S B e, LR 3 2501175
2.5 T BB AL AR B IIZR 55T 2720005 3 4R35 Hh EE B

WE:BH RSN R A DR KB miR-124-3p (5556 5 FFE SRI0E N7 3(STAT3) e bk
KHF-(TGF-B 1) SMAD [FliEY) 3(Smad3)EAE WM, Fik DL 40 RN SD KE X, 7 k%l R4 (E
Ji A S AR AR K ) R R R 2 (I VS T 5 20 wmol/kg 22 ZF M0 ) AEBKAK 45 d 677 4 (I EE 15T 20 pmol/kg 22 27
B CAER RS 45 d HFIRTE T 800 mg/ke REMAK, 35252 45 d) AZHKAK 90 d TR 2 (IR BRI 20 pumol/kg 7 2F 41 , £E YL 3¢
551 d A E 800 me/kg MK, R22 90 d), 4941 10 H JH—E HYLFE, 354E 90 do HJ5 3855 Morris K2R B PTG KR
22 250231 RE , Western Blot Kl K U ZhZH 4R p—STAT3 Ser727 .p—STAT3 Tyr705 . TGF-B1 .p—Smad3 Ser423 . p—Smad3
Serd25 & (1F2ik , SERIHE G2 S B A iGE S M Rl miR—124-3p Fik . DL iR RO 4 L AeiT 5 T 5 25 40T 7 e
A BB E T 225007, 7 FRINERN R T 225001, SR AR LR Morris ZKEEHE 2 d
HE RS IR AL (P<<0.05) , A AZ A KT 30120 B kv DR ST AR R T AR AL ZH 8 /D (P<<0.05) . 5% HRAE EL , AR 2
5K R LY p-STAT3 Ser727 .p—STAT3 Tyr705 . TGF-B1.p-Smad3 Ser423 .p-Smad3 Serd25 HIAIXF #ik/K T+,
miR—124-3p X IR AT FRE(P<0.05) ; 5 Y dEAE M 2] L, Bk KT T4 K RIS 40 2L p—STAT3 Ser727 .p-STAT3
Tyr705 . TGF-B1 .p—Smad3 Ser423 .p-Smad3 Ser425 HYARXTF LA FFE, miR-124-3p AHXTRIAAKF- EFH(P<0.05). 45
B BHIKATTE miR—124-3p P85 STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 i 4% , %} 47755 K BN D RERE RS A A5 R VE

REIA B AR AN T RE RS ; miR—124-3p ; STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3
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Walnut-derived peptides ameliorate aluminum-induced cognitive
impairment via miR-124-3p/STAT3-TGF-31/Smad3 signaling pathway

in rats
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the effects of walnut—derived peptides (WDP) on miR—124-3p, STAT3, TGF-B1, and
Smad3 proteins in aluminum—induced cognitive impairment. Methods Forty male SD rats were divided into control (saline),
aluminum model (20 pwmol/kg aluminum maltolate, Al(mal)3), 45—day WDP treatment (Al(mal)3 + 800 mg/kg WDP from day
45), and 90-day WDP prevention (Al (mal)3 + 800 mg/kg WDP from day 1) groups (n=10 each). Cognitive function was
assessed by Morris water maze. Hippocampal protein expressions (p—STAT3 Ser727, p—STAT3 Tyr705, TGF-B1, p—Smad3
Ser423/425) and miR-124-3p levels were measured. Results Aluminum exposure prolonged escape latency from day 2 (P<
0.05), which was attenuated by WDP (P<0.05). Aluminum increased hippocampal p —-STAT3, TGF -1, and p —Smad3
expressions while decreasing miR-124-3p (P<0.05 vs control). WDP interventions reversed these alterations (P<0.05 vs
model). Conclusion WDP exerts protective effects against aluminum —induced cognitive dysfunction potentially through
modulating miR-124-3p/STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 signaling pathway.
Keywords: Aluminum; Walnut—derived peptides; Cognitive dysfunction; MiR-124-3p; STAT3-TGF-1/Smad3
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£ (aluminum ) & H5¢ & w4 R LR, B
JZ T Tl A r= A H P2 A6, nT A Fpag iRt A
N, S BRSNS PR, LR
KM, FRAEMGZH 2 B AR B P eI Th IR X R,
WA FE 2T NI Red 3 , 5 2R T Mg an
P IR 22 15 BRGE  (Alzheimer disease, AD), WH4: R K
(Parkinsonism disease, PD )25 22 2 55 959 1) & R HIL
il DA R, BBERK (walnut peptide )VE A A 4 514
TP A 2R AR BRI D RED . A O s, A
B K AT LA R 58 /8 BRU2S )4 2090 12 88, X
PC12 2 AR5 2 B0 1 W St A A o/

WFFE 2 miRNA 7E48 5 L B i b &
PR E A, E M BE R 1) R R 1
X /)N S S5 40 S 7 IR miR—124-3p 21k i 3 F i,
11 H miR-124-3p IRk O 48 R 1 AR i 12
BERG L RIERAET . STAT3 J&A5 555 AL S0 K
T (STAT)ZE ISR — b, & miR—124-3p [ T HAE
FHRE A AR PR R G I 80O B (A7), STAT3
RV P R S A0 M ) A B BE AN A At B R I 52
M B AR 22 D) RN, T ML 2B, miR-124-3p
Y5 STAT3 e AL Fr s e 2 &, Wilt— A% T
Jif TGF-B1/Smad3 {5 738 FE°, TGF-B1 57l S
55 el ZORS B A BEUERR B R AE AD R
AL, 2E B R R O AT S 30 TGF-B1 Al
Smad3 K [ 5 # IR AT IR TR AR,

BT BRI 5 AP SEER H miR-124-3p 4
5 STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 15 518 % 7] fE S A% Bk K
SRRSO YRR AR Y SCEE S THILH AL S W%
PR R 5 K USRS, AP IRHEA T 1 90, A 7 5 24
21 miR-124-3p STAT3 . TGF-B1.Smad3 ) % ik 48
1k, B miR-124-3p 845 STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 il
BEAERZA RS AR SO M D RE FER1FE H

1 RS

1.1 #4440 2 6JAlib R MEr: SD KL [SPF 4%,
FH 5 R TS 50 2l W) BB A FR A R AL, Seae sh A=
FEVFATIE S :SCXK (£ )2022 0006 |, /4 (190 + 20)g,
SR FE IR 22 ~ 26 C, R I 8 ST
F0 I 20 o5, FHE-@E AR SR . TGN SRS H
S BEAL A X R OB s 3 i A= PR K ) BRI (IR
JE 1 20 pmol/kg 22 2RISR ) IR YT A (IR s i 4T 20
pmolkg 22 ZF M 5R , TEYL T2 45 d TR HE T 800
mg/kg kK, FFSE 45 d). TBGAL (0 i 5 20
pmol/kg 22 ZFM AR, FEYLHESS | d FFART#E H 800 merkg
MR IR R 90 d) o JH—Z8 AR IR 1 ml/kg JE I 1 5
RIS, L 90 d, BEE—X K RFREICE,

B TR RS AR 2SI AR K5 O A R B s i A
PO A R . A SCm AR T AR R0 7 R B 2h
YIHeIRZ o e, SEER SR T 2 51 5t i g
Z:JNMC-2021-DW-013.

1.2 XA SME  =ZE AR (455 (AICL-6H,0, K
A BRA R s 2227 (bral, el
Sigma—-Aldrich ) ; BBk K CHr it R A9 ) 5 1 B L - 40
(REYURIRN AR A s & FNEE; Total
RNA Extractor(Trizol) M-MuLV % —%% ¢cDNA & AR
&5 2Xsg Fast qPCR Master Mix(_F 74 T.) ; RIPA %4
Ff R T BERR BRI 7] (BCA 8 il & R T
180 J 1% 25 F marker (JbEUHE ML A Y/A W] ) H
WK B TBS (RIUBEAE IR A YR A BR AT ;
SDS-PAGE fil &% & (_LIEHERS ) s TGF-B1 —47T,
Anti-GADPH antibody (ERP16891),Goat Anti—Rabbit
IgG HL(HRP)(¥[E Abcam); p—Smad3 Ser423 . p—Smad3
Serd25 .p—STAT3 Ser727 .p—STAT3 Tyr705 —#i ( [
Thermo Fisher Scientific); fk 2% & 6 M 1% & 4t
(Gelpro32)o

1.3 &%

1.3.1  ZFMR MM IR R AT 5 Z 2 Esais
WL 7 e ¥4 AICL-6H,0 %5 1A B Eh K BC ] 40
mmol/L WYSEAERIA W ; 422 28 I TR 6 22 il
(PBS)BCHI 120 mmol/L (Y27 ZE BRI W o B 1 P
TR BNR A, B3RS 20 mmol/L (/22 ZF [ 40 14
W o AR BRAA BT A () AR Ak, B R BREURE N AR A Bk A
WA, VA T R R 4l K P, 145 800 me/kg A A%
Bk, BRECER A

1.3.2  Morris /KK ET LG A EALA T35 o 7Kt 3
13053 R DU IR, FEREGECT 5 B — s, BH
BEAILE R [R] D0 A K B B R BRAK B3 26
B[R] AR kR AR I . AN SRR ERAE 120 s P REFR ],
WS R V- 5145588 10s, 105N 120 s, 25 [AFRR L
I 6, MR 120 s PIZEERF- 15 FIF- 5 2 FRASIK
i,

1.3.3 HEHEEEIC (western blot, WB) FRE—E &
MR R 2L, PEPGR IR B . 28 SDS-PAGE BERCHL
VK, G5 R 5 A E] PVDF B, 364 1.5 ~ 2 h, B0
WS 5% 1 P I 6 RS 07 83 B 59 114 4 L3 It 2 1
(BSA), i Tris 22 thER R (TBST )IEEVE 3 IR . 545, 4%
3 A — #¢ (p-STAT3 Ser727. p-STAT3 Tyr705 .
p—Smad3 Serd23 . p-Smad3 Serd25 . TGF-B1 fH B b
291 :1000; GADPH fUFRRELL 1 2000), 37K 4 C
7 18 h, JH TBST 3% 3 ¥, IAH RN A9 — B (R B Lt
91 :2000), PEEE A, FTH R EROG B5 IR
B, AR 2 1 25 A TR AT
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1.3.4  SCFHOLE R A W HE S (real time—
quantitative polymerase chain reaction, RT-qPCR ) HUK
BT S ZH L $RE I RNA LK RNA 105 55 cDNA, i3
¥ ot R L cDNA S A, dEA7 9 3, iR A5 BA 45
BB AN SRR R R IR I 40y B L 38
17 qPCR, F2)F:95 C 15 min;95 °C34 5,60 C34 s,40
AER, VL U6 SN, A 2-A A G A5
PR EE Rk TSR AT A — A B 51457

FIWF 1,
®1 519F
Table 1 Sequences of the primers
R S19PHI(5'-3")
rno-miR—-124-3p F:TAAGGCACGCGGTGAATGCC
U6 F:CTCGCTTCGGCAGCACA

R:AACGCTTCACGAATTTGCGT

1.3.5 Gt et AU EpIiREEH 10 H SD R
L, ZeBRscsad B RNA A AR R R I 2
B RAREAI R S R, AR 6~ 8
PO, BRAS S SPSS 26.0 #EAT 4o HT L H
GraphPad Prism i [ , 255 i+ 5 %OREEL IS0
A (x =5 ) R, H 52 It ORI FOOUPR 3R 3 &2
BT 22500, Z LB U one—way ANOVA, 2 [H]
W3 2255 LSD K %, AN5%H Dunnett T3 i
50, WU 567K E «=0.05

2 & B
21 AARMOL SEERIE], WS IS AR RAYAR
BAEZES M IR R R E RAF R HOIRAS R4,

B A, B AR, IR, BB AROK IS IE R,
RIALAT S H AR DL B AR BRI A R RS 1R 25 0w
2%, T/, BB RURE IR, ISR, A% KT T
R R RIARAS LY, B A T, MO s, 3% £ 1Kok

DR KEARFREE R B, e g a4 R AR
R B YRR R AN AR R I — A R U S A
ARG REZHAH LY, 30 AN [ B P AR, 0 2 S A 7Y
ZH R B TR AR (P<<0.01) , %Wk IR B35 26 K Bl A4
5 AR PRER KOO B R BRUAR TR A 25 /. REUR T 7E
YL R B FAZBRRE T 00 23000 L, 22 7394 Geit2
B U (F=2 435.662 .4.224 ,P<0.05) , 75 YL 75 I} [a] Fl 4%
BERE 1009 22 BN IR G2k 25 5 (F=2.822, P=
0.052). L3 2.

®2 KUAKNBREAEAELZ g, n=10,x )]
Table 2 Changes of body weight before and after aluminum

exposure in each group [g,n=10, (x * 5)]

215 FEERTT RE=NAE
X HRZH 230.10 + 3.37 403.30 + 14.79"
HRIZ 229.10 + 8.91 376.00 + 15.97#
1HITH 229.40 + 6.47 387.90 + 23.84"
TR ZH. 230.70 + 8.62 394.00 + 16.58™
Bt 229.82 +6.97 390.30 +20.12°

W 5 B BRAT L, P<0.05, "P<<0.01; 5 [ B A] 5 % BE 2 [ 55
P<0.05,"P<0.01 ; S5 [RIHA] S AIZ H A, *P<<0.05,"P<<0.01

2.2 Morris KiE 4R EAKHPILE T, K40 H
AR 1 d RIS 2 d Bk AR 2 1) 25 57 AR
INER 3~ 5 d, B AR RS LH R BRI b s AR U 5 ) R
ZH R B AR H 338 (P<<0.01); Horp 46 4 5 d Bk
JHRCIE Y LRI T3 7 20 940 K B Ay adl i s R 30 0 6 2 S A
RIZH H ) T (P<<0.05) , A2k BRIG Y7 20 A 1 7 21
Z AR 25 (P<0.05) o 28 [BIEER LK, S5 xR
KM L, B R R A A 3 3 F 5 AT B 2L BRI )
I8/ (P<0.05) , Bk KT B 21 K B 0 2 3 A A 241
KM RG24 R B Ll F 5 AP 5 2 6R
F BN (P<0.05). W3 3.4,

R 3 AU KEUE AL AT E I RE S R IR 455 s, n=8,(x + 5)]

Table 3 Resulis of the escape latency in the positioning cruise experiment of rats in each group [s, n=8, (x * )]

25 H1d #od #3d #ad ¥ 54d

Xof HEZH 96.51 +3.70 83.01 £1.58 70.57 + 0.20 58.84 + 1.66 38.78 +2.00
FEEAIZH 109.51 £2.25° 101.95 + 1.70™ 86.14 £2.33” 7435 +0.86™ 63.38 = 1.94”
bepagcl 100.70 + 3.14 94.60 = 4.18" 81.49 +2.81° 69.23  1.37°% 54.98 + 0.66™
T Bl 21 99.27 +5.01 88.72 +2.13* 75.15 £ 0.67"* 64.62 + 1.08" % 47.69 + 0.90"+
FIH 2352 9.621 13.627 26.736 48.808
P{H 0.094 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

HEG XA HLH, ' P<0.05, "P<<0.01; SR AT, 'P<0.05."P<0.01; 5I8I74H AL, 'P<0.05,7P<0.01,

23 EARAIILER LRAIRER, SXRA
Fb, 405 8 45 4R U S 4L 2111 p-STAT3 Ser727,
p—STAT3 Tyr705 . TGF-B1.p—Smad3 Ser423.p-Smad3

Serd25 # FRIKKF N (P<0.01) s SEBIZ L,
1 Bk KA 97 20 0 100 B7 41 K B p—STAT3 Ser727 .
p—STAT3 Tyr705 . TGF-B1.p—Smad3 Ser423.p—Smad3
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R4 BHKES AIRE LI R n=8,(x + 5)]
Table 4 Resulis of space exploration experiment of rats in each

group [time, n=8, (x * )]

2059 TR B UL ZEHCT 5 G BRCEL
papilski] 9.63£2.72 20.00 + 3.63
BT ZH 338 +1.69" 8.38 +2.33"
TRITH 4.63+2.13" 11.25 + 4.06™
B 2H 7.13 + 1.96™+ 15.00 + 4.28"#
F{E 13.186 15.144

P <0.001 <0.001

5 X BRH 8, "'P<<0.05, "P<<0.01; 5B L5, *P<0.05,

#P<0.01; SIRIT LI, P<0.05,7P<0.01,

Ser425 & IR K -1 T (P<0.01) ; Horp i s 21
BRI HEARKIEEM(P<0.05), WLFE 5 K 1.
24 RT-qPCR #R HRZERH KA miR-124-3p

BRI T3 HRALI R (P<0.05) 3 15 I
K, BHEIATT AR B 2H K U miR-124-3p
HHRSFB AN (P<0.05) . W& 6.
A B G D

D-STAT3 Ser727 s e — — 33 | )
P-STAT3 Tyr705 sme— — — —— 33 kDa
ror-pl I | 88 kD
p-Smad3 Serd23 we— G S— w—— 52 kDa
P-Smad3 Serd25 s S o = S kDa
GADPH D S S S S ),

TE:A g EFRER /KT IR s B S50 BB AT s C R kARIAY T4 D

VoL YINTIE
1 KRR DHLE AR

R5 AHKEMEDHLUBIE KT LA n=6, (x £ 5)]

Table 5 Comparison of hippocampal pathway protein levels in each group [n=6, (x + s)]

215 p-STAT3 Ser727 p—-STAT3 Tyr705 TGF-B1 p-Smad3 Ser423 p-Smad3 Serd25
X HRZH 1.00 + 0.23 1.00 £ 0.24 1.00 + 0.00 1.00 £ 0.04 1.00 +0.26
LRI 2.25£0.53" 220 £0.53 244 £0.017 2.15£0.07" 2.45£0.24”
TRITH 1.90 + 0.45™# 1.75 +0.42"# 1.73 £ 0.00™# 1.74 £ 0.05™# 1.90 £ 0.50™#
T2 1.41 £0.337#+ 1.25 +0.30%+ 1.39 £ 0.01"#+ 1.26 +0.04#+ 1.38 +0.36™#+
Fid 43.101 28.146 207.576 47.199 162.050
P1H <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

TES IR, "P<0.05, "P<0.01; SR LLEL, 'P<0.05,"P<0.01; SR P L HLEL, 'P<0.05,7P<0.01,

R 6 FHHKRIGFLHH miR-124-3p BIFHXTFIAKF
[n=6, (x + 5)]
Table 6 Levels of miR—124-3p expression in hippocampal tissue

across different rat groups [n=6, (x * 5)]

23] miR-124-3p
Xof HEZH 1.00+0.11
FRIZ 0.30 £ 0.06"
TRITH 0.63 £0.19%*
B 2H 0.80 +0.11°
FH 32.635
P1E <0.001

G X AL, P <0.05, "P<0.015 SR LAY, 7P <0.05,

#P<0.01; 5IHIF 4L HEL , P<0.05,%P<0.01,

3 i i

PAREE I HE RS, 5 IR A K T AT AR
ZARFTIER R, 22 2R O MK A el TR PV I
R R4, Joph 2 R, S =AM 25 SR Y
AW SRR E , AN S R AN KA. (ELE
pH Z5F N AWM AT B0, RERE O R A B 1, X
i r AT Bo iV e o k- 2 L P
TERRN AR IT I, SEHEAER RN ANCAZ )
RERRERT AR, 22 25 By AR P B Qe R B A S 56

PR, i ELRG AR & B, B T AT e 42 2
FREET ' i 1 0 W S I T 3 A PR S A I
WARFR , £ R R B 5, T3k BBV ER ZEAR N A &
FRALR L,

FEMRIR T il AR A1, 43 B8 Al Ak il i A% ik
JREAT R WA e T v e AR R AN
ZETH AL BT LERLAA P R T, 2B 08U i v, RE B8 3
5/ FRE S T80 D RE , HEGE /N BB 2 ()2 1R M,
FAVE LA T A2k R B R, B SE e A TR 2R 5 K
Bl P 2 A T RS0 S RN, T B BRI, ARk
JRA K Bk v AR ) i 2 /D, oY B IO
T RS rERE ), WS PR AR AR BR R K R 2F
TREST, AZ MRG0 AT D e 5 oA 3 40 2 55 T 80
22 I BT IREA IESE 1AM IR AT LAVS NG 2 i 3 )
TR E

miR-124-3p ZH5PIXMA RGN KT, 1M
ZIuHE N, Esteves M 25 A B LA &4 3 1
h A AR 3 % miR-124-3p B % 2 A L L 0
3 PD /N RN BT AR o Xu Y 58 U8 & 1
TEB Ak 451473 (traumatic brain injury ,TBI) J5 /NBE
M ANMAR T Y miR—124-3p FEIKFRA , Jo 141 il
00 A M, G A2 . EARSE T, E R KR
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(9 miR—124-3p kKPR T X IR, Bk Ik T
i 4H (19K B D miR—124-3p 7K V-8 T-45 5 fR A A1
2, RUZHEIRT LI sh 255 5 Y miR-124-3p
REAK

TargetScan Pl Kz XUz St 2 il ¢ 45 3 D8] 52 55 1
JE 52 ,STAT3 & miR-124-3p (1) B 45 1/ J #E A5 2,
STAT3 TEMPZR AT PR rh 2 #5 HE i ph 2 DR P A
HIPY, Yang W 2R —2AF 58 2B, miR—-124-3p 7]
R ] STAT3 BYZek , I 55 HAE PD 4 afsi Ay
R ORI RN . TCF-B1 ZEZ Ml n] ¥4 #h 281l
ERAS SN AmRe b BAA 2R, 5 S i
()55 BIE 5 AD S04 R g 1) 2 U1
KB 5 FEI , TCGF-B1 M i Smad JEAK# M 152
MU S STAT3 MBEIR L, H P BERR b7 55 Tyr705
Fl Ser727 J& STAT3 P iy £ LA &, Smad3 J&
TCF-B1 5 5l B A% O F 5 500 1, Hah i3
N 3 (MH1 X3, 1 5¢ DNA 454 ) .C % (MH2 X35,
T Serd23 Fll Serd25 WEFR LA 11 ) B HIX (% 24
2R | INATRBERALAL 5P, TCR-B1 JIF T 75T
Smad3 7E Serd23/Serd25 {3 j5 (IR L , 111 V8 s L
I N K ST VR, AR5 A3, WA 1 R 2 R
= L KR B S J p-STAT3 (Ser727/Tyr705) .
p-Smad3 (Serd23/Ser425) M TGF-B1 #E HAYFEIAK
S, PRORERB R AT IS STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 {5 5
T, T REIE LA 28 S8 RE 5 2 fih Ty 3 KR A i
. (EARE RN PRI T TnT 2 R % A
B R R RN, R UH A AR
STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 i % 1 1:d BEW0 , A 45
AR

ZE L, AWFSE LI E ST T S M R A R K R
B, o8 T8 % 2l o miR-124-3p ] &
STAT3-TGF-B1/Smad3 {55 i J% 52 Wi #f 25 T BE 1 v
FEML, FFUESEAZ AR R R 28 R4 FH AT i 5 1208 1
MIREARDC o ARG — 2045 BRI A T S S 4%
FAZM IR ELAIE P 1 B o305

PR ABTE TR 5 b5
S 3k
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