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Impact of fertility opportunity cost on childbearing intention among

career women: a case study of career development cost

CHEN Xing', HAN Zhi—peng, WANG Yu-lin, WANG Guang—tong, YU Zhen—jie, JING Qi, HU Shan—ju, YU Ying—rong
“School of Management, Shandong Second Medical University, Weifang, Shandong 261053, China
Abstract: Objective To examine the impact of fertility opportunity cost on childbearing intention among career women, with
particular focus on career development cost. Methods Using data from the Chinese Residents’ Psychology and Behavior
Survey, we analyzed 2 183 career women through binary logistic regression to assess how fertility opportunity costs
(represented by career development costs) influence childbearing intentions. Results Among participants, 348 (15.9%)
reported higher career development costs, while 627 (28.7%) expressed childbearing intention. Regression analysis showed
positive associations between childbearing intention and: Han ethnicity (OR=1.863, 95%CI: 1.086-3.196), being married
(OR=2.528, 95%CI: 1.842-3.471), having =2 children (OR=1.687, 95%CI: 1.175-2.423), and higher career development
costs (OR=1.336, 95%CI: 1.038—-1.721). Negative associations were found for age =36 years (OR=0.465, 95%CI: 0.273—
0.795) and government/institutional employment (OR=0.770, 95%CI: 0.597-0.994). Conclusion Fertility opportunity costs,
particularly career development costs, significantly influence career women’s childbearing intentions. These findings highlight
the need for workplace policies that better support work —life balance and reduce opportunity costs associated with
childbearing.
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Table 1 One—way analysis of child birth desire of working women
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Table 2 Binary logistic regression analysis of child birth desire of working women
Ak WS B sy Wald & P OR {8.(95%CI)
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