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Abstract: The undersea gold deposit off northern Sanshandao is a newly discovered super-large gold deposit in
the northern Jiaodong Peninsula, located at the northern end of the Sanshandao- Cangshang Fault Zone. A large
amount of research work has been carried out on the shallow part of this deposit, but the research on the deep
mineralization laws and resource potential is relatively weak. The systematic mineralogical study on pyrite of the
deep part of this deposit (at an elevation of —1 253 to —1 455 m) is conducted in this paper, to reveal its charac-
teristics of geochemical compositions, explore the genesis of the deposit, evaluate the potential for deep mineral
exploration, and provide a scientific basis for regional deep mineral exploration prediction. Based on the theo-
ries of genetic mineralogy, this paper conducts an in-depth study on the morphology and compositional charac-
teristics of pyrites from three metallogenic stagesfrom drill coresin this deposit. We obeserved the morphologi-
cal, particle size, and self-shaping degree characteristics of pyrite and analyzed in-situ trace element composi-
tion of pyrites at each stage, using electron probe technology, with a focus on determining the contents of ele-
ments such As Fe, S, As, Co, Ni, and Au, and calculating standard parameters such as Co/Ni value and
Fe/(S+As) value. The results indicate that the pyrites in this deposit can be divided into three mineralization
stages: pyrite sericilization stage (Pyl), quartz-pyrite-arsenopyrite stage (Py2), and quartz-polymetallic sulfide
stage (Py3). Among them, the pyrites of stage Py2 and Py3 have smaller particle size and poorer hedral degree
which have better gold content. he Co/Ni ratio of pyrites in this deposit ranges from 1 to 4, with an average of 3.
The pyrites are rich in As and Co, which further indicate that this deposit is of magmatic hydrothermal origin.

Collectively, Fe/(S+As) ratios of pyrites, alongside the vertical zonation characteristics of trace element, indi-
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cate high prospectivity at depth in the undersea gold deposit off northern Sanshandao.
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W XA AR K E, B AR RIR EE =
Ly B BT L AR R SRR - W 4 (AR 4255, 1999; B 56
WA, 2023; SHINISE, 2025), o, =1l kLR =
W B & B FLAG R I 4 0 i E AR W R (B 1), b
FmeEd T =S Far ., L3 MERBET . X
W S 7 B B R KR 12 km. B8N 20~400 m, BLR
A 1749 40°~50°, fii /7] SE, {8 ffi & 30°~40°, J& i ik
80°, Vi &t “S” Al = LB dbEBi e T %
W7 221t i T A S AEE A o7 (CRRBH R 5, 2015) &

2 TR HE AR

= U AR AR B A DX Y R B L
BN R, BB I R 2T EEON AR, A
PEEZOA R AR A S R BRE TR SRS
S5, A T DR B (18 2) o 30232 5 A AR R
N REIEIRZ (FBHAE, 2010) .

WX N ARG SR A, EE I AL A MR

WA B N K AR A A N =, AR R X N &
FEMETH AR, WA, B X NE Ak H — eSS
ik, AR IN K B I KBRS R B 45

WX 3 E 2k NE 15 NW [a] Wi % . NE [a] W
SLPE R 7, ) SE. A A 35°~40°, i b
ARG UBRAE S IN KA, TR HR AR
KAE 5 A, W7 24 AT 4k 7R 3% 1k 22 3003 Bh R AE .
NW [i] W54 22 Jg 0l 7 40 s B p i I #0 1 o

B X LR 21 A~ G ik, Hodh B R A (A
1 Tk 18 4> CRIIESE, 2015) . 14w b
PIANEBE . i BE R 7 AN R AL AR, RN
W R Z B AEFE T T b, B0 B 1. 2, 6. 7 507 1K
NEFBEREE, 3. 4. 5 SR IR R R B
,2015), o JbHTBEETH 8.9, 10, 11, 12 587K
Y. Hoa5 a0k Eak, Kkl 2,.3%
LS5 R, HALT RN, ¥k 0 TR LT,
BEAb, 7 I 5 Wy i — B S B b g A Ak 4
AL b 2L (18] 3) Fha] L — 28 /N B 44k

B A 3R YR AL 1 (18] 4a), YR 41 kR
(P 4b) . Mk (18 4e) FIFBOR (] 4) ¥t . & R
M SRR B 2R, R AR A kg

HM

[ Jmmz
=il e

o | mzemieias [ | ooomieion B A
ST

[o,] @

Bl KA XEmREEEREES, 2015 &%)
Fig. 1 Simplified geological map of the undersea gold deposit off northern Sanshandao
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Fig. 4 Hand specimen and microscopic photographs of typical

ore from the undersea gold deposit off northern Sanshandao
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Fig. 5 Photomicrographs of pyrite from different stages of the

undersea gold deposit off northern Sanshandao
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H52.91%., Py2 Wy BE 1Y Fe & &8 4 45.84%~46.53%,
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Tab. 1 EPMA results of pyrite in different elevations of ZK3007(%)

FE5 WEEm) A As Fe S Au Mo Zn Pb Cu Ag Co Bi W Te Cr Sb Ni Sn Total
0.83 4584 5245 / / / / / / 0.12  0.20 / / / 0.08 0.03 0.06 99.61

Py2
0.33 46.09 52.74 0.06 / / /0.05 0.07 0.07 025 0.08 / / / 0.02 / 99.76

H1253 —-1253

0.71 46.11 52.87 0.06 / / / / / 0.07 0.14 / / / / / / 99.96

Py3
032 4570 5248 0.08 / 0.06 / /004 0.08 030 / / / / / 0.06 99.12
/4593 5278 0.06 / / / / /004 027 / / /0.05 0.03 0.04 99.20

Py3
0.17 4621 5280 0.10 / / / / / 0.08 0.26 0.10 / 0.02 / / / 99.74

H1257 —1257

0.37 46.25 53.23 / /0.05 / / / 0.03 0.22 / 0.09 0.02 / 0.03 / 100.29

Py2
021 46.28 52.84 0.07 / / / / / 0.07 / 0.08 / 0.02 / / 0.04 99.61
1.02 4570 52.36 / / / / / / 0.08 / / / 0.02  0.04 / 0.07  99.29

H1284 —1284 Py2
0.72 4549 5284 / / / / / /007 030 008 / 0.02 / / / 99.52
/4638 53.09 / /0.06 / /004 0.07 017 / / / /004 / 99.85

HI1305 -1305 Pyl
/ 46.06 52.75 / /0.04 / 0.03 / 0.07 0.07 / / 0.03 / / / 99.05
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H5 WEm XA As  Fe S Au Mo Zn Pb Cu Ag Co Bi W Te Cr Sb Ni Sn Total
/4576 5284 / / /[ / /004 004 021 / 004 / / /008 99.01
HI355 —1355 Pyl
/4595 5269 / / f /008 / / / / / / / 98.72
/4586 5288 / /006 / /007 014 / / / / / /99.01
Py2
/4601 5272/ / /[ / /004 003 / /009 / / /006 9895
HI362 —1362
0.78 46.09 5296 / / /A /009 017 / 006 / 012 / 003 100.30
Py3
021 4599 5290 / / /A /008 012 / / / / / /99.30
/4628 5298 013 / 004 / / /006 020 / / / /003 /9972
HI369 -1369 Py3
0.85 4550 5235 0.0 / 057 / 003 / 008 027 / 006 0.02 007 / / 99.90
/4633 5280 / / /A /007 012 / /002 / / / 99.34
HI378 -1378 Py2
0.75 4572 5230 / / // /005 008 017 / /002 / /008 99.17
0.07 46.12 5276 0.06 / /A /007 028 / 005 0.03 008 / /99.52
Py3
/4618 5278 / / /A /007 017 / 004 002 / 003 004 99.33
HI1393 —1393
0.15 4557 5276 / / A /007 016 / / / /003 0.03 9877
Py3
020 4576 5259 / /004 / / 003 003 015 012 / / /003 / 9895
0.04 46.12 5325 / / // /004 003 035 006 / /005 /005 99.99
H1403 -1403 Py3
0.04 4572 52.88 / / /A /012 010 / / / / / 0.06 9892
0.05 46.53 5340 / / / /009 / 005 009 / /002 / / /10023
Py2
0.04 4630 53.58 / / /A /008 012 / / / / / / 100.12
H1408 —1408
/4619 5281 / / rr /007 010 / / / / / /o 99.17
Py2
0.09 4580 5281 / /003 / / 008 010 010 / / / /004 /9905
0.05 4634 5290 / / /A /007 020 / /002 / / / 99.58
H1421 -1421 Py3
1.55 4581 5211 / /005 / / 003 007 010 / / / / /011 99.83
0.07 4636 53.06 / / /A /007 / /014 / / /0.04 99.74
Py2
0.08 46.14 5292 / /006 / /007 020 / / /004 / / 99.51
H1429 —1429
/4589 5288 / / f /006 015 / /003 / / / 99.01
Py2
/4598 53.05 / /005 / 004 004 008 022 / / / / /005 99.51
/4596 5298 / / /A /008 016 / 011 / / /0.05 99.34
Pyl
0.05 4588 5292 / / /A /010 008 / / / / /0.05 99.08
/4583 5297 / / /A /009 016 / 007 / / / /0 99.12
H1441 —1441 Pyl
0.11 46.07 5324 / / /A /006 014 / / / / / 0.03 99.65
/4591 5275 /004 / 004 004 007 021 / 007 / /002 /9915
Py2
0.08 46.07 53.09 / / f /005 010 / 013 / / / /99.52
/4552 5214/ / /A /005 011 / /002 / / 0.04 97.88
Py3
0.05 4577 5321 / / /A /007 021 / / /005 002 / 9938
/4624 5288 / / /A /006 013 / 006 / / / 0.08 99.45
HI1442 —1442 Py3
/4597 5289 / / /A /004 019 / / /005 / /o 99.14
/ 4617 53.16 007 / 003 / / /006 030 / 004 / / /007 99.90
Py3
0.07 4595 53.19 / /008 / / /005 023 / / /006 003 003 99.69
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H5  WEm KB As Fe S Au Mo Zn Pb Cu Ag Co Bi W Te Cr Sb Ni Sn Total
0.04 4570 52.66 0.18 / / /004 002 014 / 004 003 004 / / 98.89
Py3
/  46.04 5259 / / 0.05 003 / 005 012 / /002 / / 98.90
H1446 —1446m
0.07 46.19 5327 / / / / /006 016 / /002 / /004 99.81
Py3
/4595 5275 )/ / 0.03 / /007 022 / /002 / / /' 99.04
/4552 5274 ) / / /006 008 023 / /002 /062 /9927
Pyl
/4570 53.06 / / / / /006 029 / / / / /0.09 99.20
H1455 —1455m
/ 46.02 5284 / / / /003 009 / 012 / / /003 003 99.16
Pyl
/4634 5280 / / / /007 006 015 / / / / / /99.42

M 52.87%. 4% By BE() Pyl, Py2 #il Py3 H Fe & & 4
45.84%~46.53%, F- 31N 45.99%; S 7 N 52.45%~
53.58%, -4 52.85%. 3 B BLAY BT 5 A B
B M b, B R TR T A RRIE, UL R i R
ARENMBEITTREAEERT N, ERRARET &
TUVE 1 15 4~ B ZE ML —n AL A AR AN TR VR, 3
THFE L AR o B AR (Wang et al., 2014), 3X gt filt B T
= AR S A RS Ry A AR

FE—1253~—1 455 m 45 & 70 Bl N, Pyl B BE i As
i ALK 16.66%. Py2 By BE () As 7 54 0.04%~
1.02%, “F-3{H k1 0.356%, K 8 65%. Py3 BB i1
As T A 0.04%~ 1.55%, SF-IIE N 0.316%, K %
65.385%, XL FI, Pyl By BL As DAL S i
A BB A N, Py2, Py3 BBt As T4 K& R
S HEA B 1Y A S N .

TE—1253~—1455 m br e yw Bl N, 5 B BEss gkm™ (1)
Co ¥JKith o Pyl BrBtAY Co &4 0.04%~0.1%, F-1
B4 0.073%; Py2 Fr Bt 19 Co & & 0.04%~0.1%, “F-
BIE R 0.069%; Py3 FrBLi) Co 7 4 0.02%~0.12%,
F-IMEA 0.063%., X HEEE R KB, Pyl B Bt Co {3
Fe K iE A B4R 0 1 A% 9, Py2. Py3 BB Co 55 /0
AR Fe i A BT (0 S A% M o

TE—1253~—1455 m #5 = 35 Fl N, Pyl B X9 Au
Bkttt Py2 BBt Au BIRHHRER 10%. Py3 BB Au [
K 0N 34.6%, ULEH 4 32 27E Py2, Py3 BBt

H T Co. Ni 5 Fe ¥y ¥ i (VG ) T &, e
IRERE SRR Fe dF A BERRW 10 A& h o #E—1253~
—1 455 m ARSI, Pyl, Py2. Py3 B B BRI 2 HY
Co, LI H Ni B4 B FE BB o Co AY & R 0.03%~
0.12%, “F-341 4 0.067%, Ni [ 7 A 0.02%~0.04%, F-
BIEH 0.029, H Co F it K+ Ni & i, [FIR}, {0

Xof AN [) B PR 1Y B R OR U, BER AT Co 5 NI Y
FOAl &4 A, Co HI Ni BIE Mz Co/Ni [l BA —
TEFRIE S (Brill, 1989; Large et al., 2009), 4551 /& Co/Ni
HA RS . MR, AN By B kT
Co/Ni fHH 1~4, V318 H 3.

Se il Te ] LI BEEKH Y S T ifF A Bk
A . Te AU R & S BOE D™ Sk ™ I, [H)
i 51 H Al B B 7 e Fe = LA 2R 55 sk A 8 Bk
fa ko I AE—1253~—1 455 m bR =5 90 BN B Ak A
Te MY A H o 25.86%, 1 1 K 0.04%~0.14%, V-3 {H
4 0.073%. XYWL IRTE—1 253~~1 455 m bR N,
Te X 40 I B IR R 2 T S ZA/EH .

50 BEETHESHRESETUMXERE

12 H R, BT IR SR 5 2%, % UL A 7
FENSEHR ., B A N FE T2 A
R, AEE IR, Bew UL & 78 S 57 5 R Ay
+ AR, B RSB 90% LA B (HERIESE, 2013)

5 TE MU T X O v A R A R
kiR VAT B Gt . A5 )R W, K
—1253~~1455 m b5 = {0 N 82 T8 2 5 7
Rk Hf TR, BERE EE AR LAHE-H
E.oEEAE. ., EARL RS HMA T
THT A< 2R 8 R ST 7 AR TR B 38 Bk A B 45 K (2~3 mm),
2 ARG ST RIS W B0 R BN,
0.5~1.6 mm, 2 M # & a 1R R /N (0.2~1 mm) .
L BT IR 25 R o, B R B4R 19 Pyl B BE, Au
ByRH s 2 AT -ATE I Py2 B B, Au fOKE %R
10%; fthJE 2 [ B B9 Py3 B Bt, Au K R0 34.6%.
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Tab. 2 Statistics table of pyrite shape and particle size
B TR B K ATE R Kz BE (mm) WEE (m)
H1253 Py2. Py3 M IE -2 A B 31 7 1 02~03 -1253
H1257 Py2. Py3 fBIE -2 B I 5L J7 1A 0.3~0.5 -1257
H1284 Py2 R EREE | BER AV RS 1~1.6 -1284
HI1305 Pyl AT RS s+ i R I 2~3 -1305
H1355 Pyl EPIAAVAYTELN 2 -1355
H1362 Py2. Py3 fBIE -2 B I 5L J7 1A 0.4~0.6 -1362
H1369 Py3 % 0.3 -1369
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