5559 % 4 4 1] B 4k M SR Vol. 59 No. 4
2026 4F (& 248 1) NORTHWESTERN GEOLOGY 2026(Sum?248)

SIsAg = 22U, BRFB L, R, 55 BOFI 48 W3 BT 7= A 5 5l 4% 9 2R 43 47 D). P L 3T, 2026, 59(4):
231-242. DOI: 10.12401/j.nwg.2025133

Citation: HE Xuezhou, CHEN Xiufa, LI Yulong, et al. Analysis of Bolivia's Geology, Minerals and Mining Investment Envi-
ronment[J]. Northwestern Geology, 2026, 59(4): 231-242. DOI: 10.12401/j.nwg.2025133

WAL A S i FIRE 5

T  MEX ,EE2R KRS ,RMSAE, THA , HE%  HmR

() S 9 4 ) & R A 9E FPo0s, dEET 100037)

W OERAETLETHRMBEE EZNREGIRE T, A TLXEHERERERARGHE
B ILHAL, 2 H TR K AL AN EENERE, A SR LEHO YRR E, A
BhTWEOAE TR AEARATLT, HARERGEAERA L TANEE BT BN R EWHA
k., HALET FRRFG, B H.0 .8 8.5 R E2FARBF S ELREEETZR
I, RYREZLF PEERRELy PR E0E, AL LEHMAA “FLEFE” £ ERE
W T LB REFYw, HA LT IEREES KRR LR A TEREZFRX, 7~ HFR
FARBEZKTED HE FHEFALAR, ARBEAIZLIASAERRAHEHHAGE R
Z—, BRF KA DB R A, BERBEFE, BT FARS ., ) G A F
FEWE AR F, RSB T LA LAFH LT RTRETEE, RS THALET S =06 B
D AelE, @ENBTHA LT E & F TR, T 52014 55 A KRR 697 b kB
XA, B AEFTEEFTAEN., OZFREA G THITHT AR A, HENEA ST F L
DEFTRAEE; QBF AL T AL, A f T —RF/FTRBERADEEFT LG TR
WIE, W ITECAHTH;QOF TR AL T L FERPIRRAR, FRTR G R W3 A LT
ARG EE, RIFAKRNIAT; DB FFLEAANEFARBES KL R EGEREIH
FEER: KRBT 5 KR 7 Bk e 2 IR A T

FE 4SS P62l MHEkFRERS: A X EH S 1009-6248(2026)04-0231-12

Analysis of Bolivia's Geology, Minerals and Mining Investment Environment

HE Xuezhou, CHEN Xiufa’, LI Yulong, ZHANG Zhenfang, ZHANG Weibo,
WANG Yanggang, CHEN Xifeng, HAO Lirong
(Development Research Center, China Geological Survey, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: Bolivia is located at the junction of the Antarctic Plate and the American Plate, situated at the inter-

section of two major tectonic units, the Andes and the Amazonia craton. It has experienced a long and complex
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geological evolution process and has been significantly influenced by the Andean orogeny. The stratigraphy of
Bolivia is well-developed from the Archean to the Cenozoic, with Cenozoic magmatic activity being closely re-
lated to the formation of metal mineral deposits in Bolivia. Bolivia is rich in mineral resources, with iron, lead,
zine, tungsten, tin, bismuth, antimony, silver, lithium, and other minerals being the dominant ones. It holds an
important position globally and is a world-renowned mineral-rich country and traditional exporter of mineral
products. Historically, it was known as the "Republic of Mining." Due to natural conditions, political situations,
and mining policies, the overall geological work level in Bolivia is relatively low, with significant differences in
work levels among different regions. The degree of mineral resource development is far behind that of neighbor-
ing countries such as Brazil, Peru, and Chile. Therefore, Bolivia is considered one of the most prospective coun-
tries for exploration in the world today. In recent years, the Bolivian government has issued new decrees, imple-
mented tax reforms, and abolished the value-added tax on the import of capital goods, industrial plants, machin-
ery, and equipment to attract foreign mining companies to invest and cooperate in Bolivia, thereby increasing the
added value of Bolivian mineral exports. This paper introduces the geological and mineral resources overview of
Bolivia, with a focus on interpreting the mining regulations and other documents issued since 2014. Four min-
ing investment suggestions are proposed: First, it is necessary to study the geological background and mineral-
ization laws of Bolivia to prepare for entering the Bolivian mining market. Second, systematic exploration
preparations should be made to conductregional or small-scale mineral rights resource exploration work together with
Bolivia and to refine and correct existing data. Third, respect for the indigenous people and environmental orga-
nizations of Bolivia is essential. While exploiting resources, efforts should be made to promote the development
of surrounding communities and gain public recognition. Fourth, professional legal teams should be hired to
conduct due diligence and establish flexible exit mechanisms.

Keywords: regional geology; mineral resources; mining policy; mining management; investment environ-

ment; Bolivia
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Fig. 1 Division of mineral metallogenic zones and distribution of large and medium-sized deposits in Bolivia
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Fig.2 Investment in solid mineral exploration in Bolivia from 2014 to 2023
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Tab. 2 Statistics of Bolivia's major mineral resources output from 2015 to 2024
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