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Abstract: Ecuador has a relatively low level of geological exploration but possesses significant potential for
copper resources. It has emerged as a hotspot for copper exploration and development on a global scale. Current-
ly, investment in copper exploration and development ranks first among all mineral types and is experiencing

rapid growth. This sector is primarily dominated by mining companies from Europe and the United States, al-
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though China and Ecuador also play important roles. Since the beginning of the 21st century, substantial

progress has been made in the exploration and development of copper resources. Four major copper deposits

have been discovered, leading to a rapid increase in reserves, resources, and production. Over the past decade,

the total of new reserves and resources has accounted for 11.56% of the global increase, positioning Ecuador

fourth in the world. From 2019 to 2024, the output of copper has surged by more than 15 times, which has be-

come a crucial source for China's copper resource security. By systematically analyzing the endowment charac-

teristics and the current status of exploration and development of Ecuador's copper resources, along with the

country's resource and investment environment, this paper evaluates the investment potential of copper ore, as

well as the opportunities and risks involved. It is recommended that Chinese enterprises enhance their research

on the rules of copper mineralization, focus on the changes in mining rights registration and mining laws, and

stay informed about the latest discoveries in major copper projects .
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Tab. 4 The main importer-countries of copper ore and concentrates (t) from Ecuador from 2014 to 2023

P 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
ol 6870 10992 12105 6260 4274 2893 164 853 311789 527949 567615
e 1945 115 1049 4919 10 424 15652 20702 27472 25926 8577
HAtb 0 154 454 0 696 655 329 1593 2545 561

1 BEsRIETUN Comtrade, 2024,
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Fig. 9 Ecuador’s share and ranking in China’s copper ore and concentrate imports
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