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Abstract: The Erlian basin, an essential sandstone-type uranium enrichment basin in northern China, is situat-
ed in the central segment of the Central Asian Orogenic Belt. In the basin, the Lower Cretaceous Saihan Forma-
tion constitutes the most significant uranium-bearing layer. Influenced by tectonic overturning and paleo-valley
evolution, provenances experienced intensely spatial and temporal transition, and the precise depositional age of
the Saihan Formation remains ambiguous. In this study, we conducted an integrated investigation of the Saihan
Formation in the Naomugen Depression, employing petrographic analysis, LA-ICP-MS U-Pb geochronology
and trace element geochemistry of detrital zircons. These methodologies are to determine the maximum deposi-
tional age, identify provenance characteristics of the uranium-bearing sandstones, and elucidate tectonic implica-
tions. Detrital zircon geochronological results reveal three predominant age clusters: 434 Ma (Caledonian), 265 Ma
(Variscan), and 140 Ma (Yanshanian), indicating multiple magmatic sources spanning the Paleozoic to the Early
Mesozoic. Notably, the youngest single-grain ages (125+£3 Ma, 115+6 Ma, 12242 Ma, 108+2 Ma) and weighted
mean ages (113.3 Ma, 123 Ma) collectively constrain the maximum depositional age of the Saihan Formation to
(1084+2) Ma, corresponding to the Albian stage of the Early Cretaceous. Provenance analysis demonstrates that
detrital materials were derived from: Cretaceous exposures in the central-western Sonid Uplift, Weijing intru-
sions in the Bayinbaolige Uplift, and Caledonian-Variscan complexes in the western Bainaimiao Arc. Integrating
with volcanic records from the Tengger Formation, our findings confirm a rapid tectonic uplift event at ~110 Ma
during the late Early Cretaceous. This tectonic episode created optimal metallogenic conditions through the for-
mation of structural slopes and thick sandstone sequences, providing critical constraints for uranium exploration
models in the region.

Keywords: Erlian basin; Saihan Formation; zircon U-Pb dating; provenance; maximum deposition age
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Fig. 2 (a) Geological schematic map and (b) column of the central and western Erlian basin
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IR, EFE LA S W AF IS : 139.01 Ma(61%) | 256.55
Ma(27%) . 303.6 Ma(6.9%) . 433.4 Ma(3.4%) 1 1 673.2
Ma(1.7%) . 4F % B 5 1% % B K 2 75 139 Ma, 264
Ma F1 318 Ma FYUE{EAFI% (K] 8) o AHXT T NY2-3, NY2-
15 K¢ 5 200~500 Ma Ji7 (5 FU (A BT T .

NY3-14 A1 NY3-15 730 5% A F NY3 8L &5 0 B
B TR SRR 3 . Firh, NY3-14 LA 115 Ma (9 /N
WORLAE WY . B A A (B 7) SR, ke i B 5 A
I 4F #4: 138.32 Ma(17%) . 171.6 (2.5%). 266.59
Ma(64%) . 429 Ma(15%) Fll 757 Ma(0.83%) . 4 & B
7% % B 1K 7R 142 Ma, 270 Ma il 434 Ma Ay {4
AR (18] 8) o oy, AHXS T HABAE IR i A fey
Y 429~434 Ma i 5 . NY3-15 H A 108 Ma 9 fi;
ANFRUSURE AR o I8 40 A L (L 7) B, IR i ok
T 5 I AE IS 138.29 Ma(55%) . 260.66 Ma(31%) .
418.9Ma(8.4%) . 1317 Ma(3.7%) #1 1 797.8 Ma(1.9%) .
SRR B A% % B K B 137 Ma, 266 Ma il 433 Ma
B U A 1 (8T 8) o AH X T NY3-15, NY3-14 H A B
51 400~ 500 Ma 443 5 L .

JFA AR SRR AT S R, R RS SR A
T B HAT 140 Ma, 265 Ma Fll 434 Ma [ 15 (B 4F %,
i1 100~200 Ma 4F % /7 b 29 39%, 200~350 Ma 4 #%
7 L2 49%, 400~500 Ma 4F % 5 b 2 8%. LLAL, 7F
1750~ 1880 Ma #i1 2 480 Ma 4 % [X [f], £ i H A7 /b
B AR TAES A BUR S R X5, AR BLAE K
FLE R T B A AR, FLRT AR IR A
PEAR AT GRS, 2020) .

4 hig
41 THEZFENEZRKNBRER

T I R PR R, T S IR A
55 B 4% IR A 22 T A7 A X IO JEE A B8 T (Guo et al.,

2018; &l 2b) . M Ik, B8 IUA fie R DT RLAR % B BR a2, X
TP DX Sl v 35 0 A LA 2 o RS DR Y i
Jo B A AR AR A PR |l )23 e KU RRAE S, AT N 2 &4 i
T OFAF R AR AR IS (YSG) . QA e MG 7 5
A (YPP) . @ fe FF 5 08 JE 45 41 AR (YDZ) . @
BF #4408 (YCLo) (R B 2+) . & Jin AL 359 45 ik
(YC20) (3+) . @A FH4ER (WA) . DTuffzire 4F i
(6+) %5 A 2 WF %€ J7 1 (Dickinson et al., 2009; Tucker et
al., 2013; B =445, 2019) . Dickinson et al.(2009) A A,
L Z2 BT 1% Ry B il 0 B3 AT B AR I8 I 2 5 vk 5 DR
WA (18 DC TRC R 5 4, B i A 58 ) UKL AR 1% 55 TR AR 18 1Y)
FHAME>90%, Jf46 76 55 E RN P hr 2w e h A= L 24
60% [IAE i T, AR 1 SORL AR I8 5 U RRAR I 1Y DL e
PETE 5 Ma LN . 4k, YDZ 48 5 YSG 4E IR 85 C
F2 5, BT YSG AR . 1 YPP 4R #Y | YClo(2+)
AR . YC20(3+4) I FI WA AE I8 T 48+ 19 &5 4 4
A B HIOME, BSR4

AN Y ISR ROR R, AT
WG FRDALJE T 1 By 35 S5 —BnT JR 0 (A% 1 4, 2003;
AT 5, 2007), SOKEFE UL IR AR 4 5 O 121 Mal
B AE, 2005), (HAKSR Bl = A 200 AR AU .
3R 7 A T ARAR B 6 AR B S R UL RAR I 1 8
TR A 2 G825 Bl R A B (] 9), g FH LA e
FED A e RUCFRAE RS o NY1-3-1 #£ 4% YPP 4E I8 KT
YDZ 4 MHABAERS . {H YSG 4E 25 Tuffziric 454 |
YClo(2+) 4% . YC20(3+) 43 il WA 4 i 7 1% 253
FlN—2, K, YSG 4% (12543 Ma) {3 T NY1-3-
1A T SR A e K UTRAR S . NY1-13-11, NY2-3 B
A5 NY1-3-1 8 BUAY FR 4, 5 H YSG 4 % 2 51k
(115+6)Ma Fl (122£2)Ma, X & T & K VT BLAF 4 .
NY2-15 ¥ f Tuffziric 4F # K F YClo(2+)4F #% |
YC20(3+) 4 U4 F1 WA 4RI, HI KT YSG4E I . Hif
A HEF], YSG A IEFE 109 Ma, T IE 88 Ma, Xf
Fo &, AR TAE £ WA 4E#4 (113.3 Ma) VE N iZ ke
i i SR B Fe R UTELAE % . NY3-14 B YClo(2+)4F
. YC20(3+)4E i fl WALE IR FEAR — 5, M K T
YSG 4FEHE . PRI, AR TAEESRE WA 4% (123 Ma) fE
i KR UCRAE R . NY3-15 9 YSG 4E 2 5 YClo(2+)
AR — B, W] LAAE S ZRE 0 sk 1 B R U0 AR I
(10842 Ma) .

ULk, 3% 7 i N FEDUAL R IR b 2 A% 2K 41 9 2k
LA Je J24E W R 116~132 Ma(Guo et al., 2019) . % T
I8 B A1 R E R A, ok A T MR Ji B X e o
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(a) NY1-3-1: YSG=125+3 Ma; YPP=140 Ma, YDZ=134.87+1.6 Ma; Tuffziric Age=130+1 Ma; YClo(2+)=125.7 Ma; YC26(3+) 126.0 Ma; WA=126 Ma

A (Ma)
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A (Ma)

NY3-14: YSG=115+4 Ma; YPP=142Ma; YDZ=139.13+2.4 Ma; Tuffziric Age=135+2 Ma; YClo(2+)=123.0 Ma; YC20(3+)=127.0 Ma; WA=123 Ma
27

NY3-15: YSG=108+2 Ma; YPP=137 Ma; YDZ=129.25+0.88 Ma; Tuffziric Age=126.5+0.5 Ma; YClo(2+)=109.0 Ma; YC20(3+)=119.0 Ma; WA=114 Ma
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Fig. 9 Maximum depositional ages of the lower Cretaceous Saihan Formation
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AN e ROCBARE IS 15307 1k R, AR TAE RS T 3§
IZH B RUTFRAE R 142~ 108 Ma, H b & K ITFHAE
AT P BRI 29N 124 Ma([&] 10), KT FIRH#)Z
T e RS o BE Ak, BOR R AR B A, (F )
— B FLAS [ R R i 7, RS i SR B KT AR
AR WA BN TR RE B, W0 NY3-15(108 Ma) < NY3-14
(123 Ma) . NY2-15(113.3 Ma) <NY2-3 (122 Ma), X
F WGP RE S 5 X AR IR T L R BR R R, A
R IR . MAb, 208 55 A o AT AS Y — M5,
AR SR TS TRAEAR A B B A5 A o &5 Tk, il
b 748 8 55 47 U-Pb AR A0 03 A, AR AR HE 0T A R i
R /N IS (10842 Ma) O FR 2 T 148 28 I 4 i K
ORI, J& T 5 (1 2 By R 0 48

150

ca.124 Ma

100

10 TEHEZFHXARKRRERTESHE
Fig. 10 Distribution pattern of maximum depositional ages for

the lower Cretaceous Saihan Formation
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() 22 5, (H AL R AR % 43 A Bl A2 AL 35— B (B 1) .
T SR B v A AR B AR, 6 fRRE LA — B0
RPUER Ak, RUIFrA S BA 5 — k.
1A )8 5 A AR AR 5 bn o BT [ AR 7%, T R i L
HoE—Y R . AR 48 b o A 45 SR R BE A
R e R b B 22 5, (Bm I M Fa N R 2 &R R
(GEGU-1, GEGU-2 # SAIL; Guo et al., 2018) E# K H
TR ek, H5 B S EIMEEREA —EmMKAR
B A% 5% B O LA BT s, B A AR A A AR
WHh, i S EIRPRY RS B — B oA A
G55 TR B WORL 43 R 22 | UKL S8R AR (8] 5), 1B
R HA T IRRRIE

UL Ak, B8 55 A1 U-Pb AF-AR2 R, 080 8 45 A il ok
TRERAEMARR . EET AR S R, 5D
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Fig. 11 (a) Detrital zircon cumulative age distributions and (b) 2d-Multidimensional scaling
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W 2), MFERFIE XL RN AT T
Bk (148~138 Ma; %6i%H 5%, 2018, 2022), 5% )H
B A SR L AR — SR 8) . L, TR e e
I A R L 5 0 A R A BT A 5 IX B I A4 1) o B
TEYITRIX

Wi 2 A b S P38 5 o PR L S-SR
CTRE R B s W Iy NS B S B e I (SR N L
e, “HAME LT TSI BRI, %518
IR B T i B A A IR A A (CE AR, 2021; 545§,
2022; X @G 4, 2022), A i b AR AR Ok DR
PEAL T REEYR . I (2010) X 5 B BERY
B EH AT T REGAT 0, RIA ) EBA R—
A0 (490~387 Ma) | £ /i 2 (342~302 Ma) . &
40(282~257 Ma) ., =& 41 (249~204 Ma) Flli H 4E 4L
(152~118 Ma)5 NEZE MK . ik 1l i Ba K
AR R, E-RAEME L) EE T sl
H—fma, haxrit—h S oS5
A A, H e 2t — 1 e 28 I e R e AR
F RS AR T S BT (& 225 122 R, 20165
XU AE, 2022) o A2 B LUV P A 0y ST U 9 Al B
1] A B R ARE o 358 A 3 1L S, Y B 1 Ak
BT E BINEE T 520~420 Ma, 350~300 Ma
15 K a GROBR A, 2017; £ UK, 2018) o INSETH AR FE T
TV R L e g A DAL RN D) R A A AR —
Frf A AR A B U-Pb AR IR G345 3R B, JB B
Ph270~330 Ma 4F % o 3, B 2 A7 220~260 Ma,
270~290 Ma, 310~340 Ma %5 ZA~4E % X a] GEX i 45,
2017; KERIEAE, 2022) o ZRAGFIPERLAAS W[ dE 48245 1
AR R, B L 280~250 Ma
(Tian et al., 2010; Song et al., 2015) . 3% % 1 V&l I i
B Bl PR R SE R, T A R B R AR ARk
LI R IR, kSR i B 4K 1< 75 (160 Ma) | £14%
IRAT T35 K 40 808 (142 Ma) FIUAS $ir AR A 32 20 ik e
KA (129 Ma) . BEEA AR (148~138 Ma) . 75 T
T A MU (124.5 Ma) %5 (5 RUE 4, 2008; 5
A, 2009; BE R 415, 2015; ZHiEF 5, 2018, 2022; HB
JNBFIVE R, 2023; X 4 525, 2023) . B, B E T
R R | 930 JE 4R 2 A TR LTS 7% Jiky e DX B 5 X )
VIR X (F 2) .

T MR, AT KT G BRI A TR
b PR B Ry o A DO &R K R AT 1 AR, O
JARE T p b A0 e R DX 1 ) AR 45 (B A AR S, 20195

T AE, 20205 5 iE A AE, 2022; Bi/NEAF, 2022)
PRI, A U0 T AR A 00 AR At X 1 2 8 B T 4 0 A
PR X R 5 e X, B AR R B X
3 b PG e 2 11 % ek R 1 L R A A M X

HAAEAR DI s, e v -3 )
I HLIX K T 508~418 Ma FY AN HL A A 1K . A T4l
54 (276 Ma) . D872 #144 (276 Ma, 148~138 Ma)
(SR ERAE, 2015; Wk, 2016; e A 45, 2018, 2022; X
& EAE, 2023) . BRI B AR SR, SRR i B g
{EAF % R 420~ 540 Ma(Bk) ™, 2016); & 2076 Bk 41
W F 4 5 >4 304 Ma H1 450 Ma, | B 805 BE JK 4 4F
1% (282+2)Ma( L HEHE 4E, 2019) . 4b, ZHL X &
BT MR D M2, (0 02 P9 R B A AR AR SE R AR
AN . ZEA L R B, Bl AR AR AR AR A AR
%5 LB 7% Je i X AT B (R R B 56 2R

T3 A b W e A AR 3 T A R, IR e R A AE
M PR 2 ThE—L 1y S DR A i R 7, 8 32 TSR ok, I
TENGRE T B S0 ZAHTTBAR R (B 115 Li et
al., 2016; H /K 4 %5, 2019; Liu et al., 2022; 5§ %1 %,
2023) . B, 7R R, T3 e RERE R BHEY T A
T R TS 2K Tk B RS DX P T Jeh J A S I ) 5 2L 5 A
WA RS . BRI R R LA A IR 34 B
H H AR B R i — 71 FE DAL W B A AR B
129~152 Ma (I {H 141 Ma) . 243~281 Ma( I§1{F 263
Ma) W/~ 32 & ] A 1SR EGLIX [R] 400~ 500 Ma, 5 BF
FXEA A A RLEE o P4 55 55 (2023) 10 0 1 4%
IR B P ADIR FE K B T 5 oI P IR A I e
THE — 5 B T A — 0 ) T R PR A K . WA
AR AR APAR S S, b TG R 5 T ) 5 9 P i A
185.5~125.5 Ma & JJj T th# BT} (Li et al., 2016) . 4%
Aty R 0, A b VG RS T i S VS O
I 5 (446.8~440 Ma, 278.5~273.7 Ma), figfig U5 i i
& H VAR SR B 45 (1] 12; Li et al., 2016 M4
TS SOk W E TR A, 2020), H Bl B SE A
Wahicst. B, BES R AR e A T RER A F
35 Hb O 5 5 T R A RS R 1 T D I IS PR s, i I LTS
IR Jeh— R B

IR e R T U M EW [ oy YT 3 A9 R %
(B 2) o BERILERAY TR Ik &l dEIR M. Rt |
RS H PR S X FE DAL IR A M 38 R, W R R R
H T IR e RRpE R (B K45, 2019; XIMEMEE, 20205 3
EWAE, 20205 AT AT, 2020) , HIFEROR R, FE
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RERE R X FE IR R (R R ARAE, 2015) o WA 35 8 &1
U1 3 Lk 2 0 IR A 5 4 T 4 B R DU B B T AR 2
25 0y HL PRI A T s A AR AR R (BT 8), B L P i
FREE AR AN, 55T X FE DU AR e A I 2L A AR
UF R BLEE , 3R B IR JE RS N & B R RT F EaL DTAR
TR R AR N 5 2 5T A T A S iR Tk R, =
TR E AR . 3258 SR R R A
Je A JR R oy ST AN o I, 3 MR U
X H A E AT KRR 5 5 15 3l (Gilder et al., 1997;
Wu et al., 2001), U135 Jg it 21 111 75 (128~ 146 Ma) .
P13 24k LA (127~ 141 Ma) 28 (B2 21, 2016; X))
AIESE 2022; 1% B8 4%, 2023 KH NS % k) . PR
A GORNR B, T A M R AT DXL A kLl BT ok
L AHAE IS 4E TR AE 120.2~ 146 Ma, H 245 131 Ma [ 1
I4FE % (Tang et al., 2019) . 7E 75 A7 HEAR AL ER, J5 )2 ¢
[ L N B8 K A 2 J2 85 1 U-Pb 4E % & 146 Ma(Tang et
al., 2019), Wik —25 B L 0E g 85 A0k B R e

FrRE R Y T BB, S R — B, Ak, BT
F1 20 9 4% IR 41 9 Ak A A AR 2% B9 BF 98, Guo et
al.(2018, 2019) I\ Jfy — 3% 4 Hb P9 1 45 7R 41 1) B4R R
116~132 Ma, %54 804 M K& 100~ 130 Ma )5
BEARER, NN ZIA 2 2h il e S 80T 4 A
A A D R, S PR SR T U

i 35 R G 1A AR A X a3 BT A A T A 1Y
PRI, AR AR A ik AR M X 58 287 4 TR
YBR[ T o5 e AR R X R PG . I R A R
T, DX 25 b P e % 1 e = I P i (BT 12) 5
43 FRIFBHEELHIEREX

T A MR I 5 v e A AR T B A 1 O
X, SeJa 400 T b e A A - s L S-SR
LR A Kol GIE) ROF- PR AR 55 (Li et al., 2016;
Guo et al., 2018; 7445, 2022) . FEMi P 410, b
D3 T 22 UK 1 ) i R 2 , AR DT R A0 [ 1) IX 3k
A4 (Guo et al., 2018; & 2b) , # IR X B T
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Fig. 12 Early Cretaceous paleogeography map in the Wulanchabu depression of Erlian basin
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DX S A AN G T B TR K B 1 R 5L Ol i 1 1 DA
e D5 TRl B AL T A R A, T R T B
] A5 BURD 5 Bl BT AT (Nie et al., 2020) .

W) U-Pb 4 AR 2 12 AR 12 30 4R AR 2% 40 BT R
TE AR R R 2 T — R P B T
T 5EE R B A U-Pb AR T, AR AR
T B B I e K UCFR AR % 4 (108+2) Ma, DLFHAR
JBEZR A T o AR PR 6. B R s R
B8, DX R A b, VY R % 1 T i K, B A A A
IRRAE o (HFEDCALT (R Hb 2 15 46 IR 4L P kLl 2 e
JEEA U-Pb AR R, BB A8 R A TR AR 20
116~132 Ma(Guo et al., 2019), H 5N A Z M kKT
DX 3ol A E R B T (2R ZE 48, 2012) 0 Ak, ZiE A
Hiy S B8 R A okl A RO K Ll A AR i R R A
120.2~146 Ma(Tang et al., 2019), 32 W FE N LH N F
AR B4 TTBESR H T L A AR TR M X
KGN R JOlis | Wkl . B RANE R
(P QUESP =N AV | EV ST SN N S = &
DU EEYIR . HAERIB AR 2E BR, 7240 110 Ma
2 RS PEARC AR R R, R T — U PR
B T 4 A 300 ol 4 (9 01 % 5%, 2023; Xu et al., 2023),
5T [R5 5 DA e KT AR — B iz e pe
Tk, S 80 5 A% B R e R R 1 i — 2B
B TH, b P2 L T B R, S BB & B R
Who, R AP A LAl R T I T R 3 22 3 A
T . WA, BEIK A B AR AR IR AR AR A A AT R
AR E R YA 76.7~53.8 Ma &)1 T 3 FURE T,
A AR X P 48 8 D0 4L PN 4 R R 4t R e Al DR

(FEFE S, 2018),

(1) 3% A M s AAR MR FELA 6 1HAE i YSG 4F
#(NY1-3-1, NY1-13-11, NY2-3, NY3-15) fl WA 4F
% (NY2-15, NY3-14) 535l 4 (125+3)Ma, (115+6)Ma,
(122+2)Ma, (108+2)Ma, 113.3 Ma, 123 Ma., F 1%
G5 FE DA Fe K UUBUAR I R (108+2) Ma, J& T 1 S i
B JR b 3

(2) FHFEGFED A T B 100~200 Ma 4 #%
2 39%, 200~350 Maff #% 7 th 29 49%, 400~ 500
Ma 4E 1% 7 L6 24 8%, XJ 1 I {H 4F % 2 140 Ma, 265 Ma
1434 Ma, FE DU YRR 73 JE R B R DX v P o o %

fa A JOLE BT )2 | B R R T
Bl DX 5% B9 A A LK 2 v g 2k 1 S IR i
HH 5 P T B2 S R e A

(3) i e 1 22 TR (29 110 Ma) 2205 T
PR TSR ok, S BT L S R B A R IR e R A
PR T, R i 2 3, ELIT o h 4 s R I 41 4
PR DURRE 8 A e il o
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SlEHSERETARBGT Y. HAHABHPELEX
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