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Abstract  Steroids are the second-largest category of clinical drugs following antibiotics, with significant physiological
functions such as anti-inflammatory, antiviral, antitumor, and antihypertensive effects, bearing a huge market de-
mand. Currently, the mainstream industrial approach for steroid drugs production is microbial semi-synthesis, which
involves microbial degradation of phytosterols into steroid-drug intermediates ( precursors) followed by chemical modi-
fication. This review focuses on Mycobacterium sp. , a representative strain used for synthesizing steroid-drug interme-
diates, and outlines the key steps in its steroid metabolic pathway, including sterol uptake, initial oxidation of sterol
nucleus, side chain degradation, further oxidation of sterol nucleus, and nucleus cleavage, along with the key en-
zymes involved. Furthermore, the genetic modification systems of gene overexpression, knockout and knockdown ap-
plicable to Mycobacterium are summarized. However, the identification and characterization of complex enzyme sys-
tems in the degradation process of sterol side chain remains a major challenge in current research and a key bottleneck
restricting the development of novel steroid-drug intermediates. Therefore, accelerating the analysis of sterol metabolic
pathways by high-throughput sequencing, bioinformatics analysis and site-directed saturation mutagenesis is essential
for the rational design of mycobacterial cell factories and for the construction of strains with high-yield of new steroid

intermediates.
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Fig. 1  General structural formula of steroids
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Table 1

Steroid drugs and their applications
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Fig.2 Chemical structures of typical steroid-drug intermediates
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production of steroid drugs!'®)
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3 EEMEER R

Fig.3 Sterol side-chain degradation process
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3.4.1 3-§EA-A'-BLEBE(KstD) 3§ Fil-A' -
S (KstD) & —Fff FAD #8550 i 0Bl , BEUS 45 57
PEAEAL 3-8 528 B AR kAR I O, K2
B KstD SR 1, Hor 7 9 th A7 7E i ik
FIERALR AL I, B R AT 15
JIFHZ48 KstD [R] T [ IF-48 7~ FoA AL A FHAIL ] A
YR, E4 R 1k, KstD B 4 7E 2 #k JH [
R fie B P A5 2 B, W A simplex . P. opaca .
M. fortuitum F1 R. erythropolis 55, Van der Geize
SEOIFELTER B SQ1 RS M I B KstD, H
W kstd ] 1R R IR 158 TR R 1) KstD il R B T 8 3
99% , i st bR B ARATS TH TG T AL R S 25 (Rl {4,
J& , XAEZ R P S S KstD1 AR R 35%
) KstD2 , % kstd12 547 SRR IR, SQ1 BEAR R A
A 9-OH-AD"! o M. smegmatis FETE 6 > KstD
] TR Hod KetD1 AR AT B3 S 3806 25
R AD BOFR B M 1E ksed] 2% 7 bk i 3235
kstd2 - AWKE KstD WA TIBE, T BELE =) h
Frl #] AD, Bragin %7 X 40 BT B VKM Ac-
1815D . 1816D Al 1817D 147 4 3k PR 4 9 J3* 1 Lt
EIER T, Z B AR 1815D Al 1816D Hits H
FETE—A KstD, T 1817D th B/DAETE 3 4> KstD,
Yao 2% N 4 /0 BFT T ATCC 25795 % 5E Hy
= KstD [ TR, IS 5 T S IR F IR Y
JEY AL Sk & B KstDL 1 KstD3 43 51 %
9-OH-ADFI AD A A AE T, (5 A w R Br A 1Y
kstd A EARIE 9-OH-AD Y F4 5 Al KAL T &,
BEAh, Qin ZEPY 5T K B, A T FAD 45 & X 8/
SRR FRE AL Y122\ Y125\S138\E140\Y541 Flfii
AL X I ) Y365 Xt M. neoaurum ' KstD {4k
TWPEAR Gk Zhang %75l 33 CAVER 20 #r . 4
T3l I3 2 T 5RN B A ) kAR A g AR R
(FSISM) X B3R 73 FF 1 ( M. smegmatis) H' KstD1
HTC I PE A (Cavity A) FEATFRPEVEH, 045 X}
R (AL /N R CAT R 7o = (VR A NN R N
(HI32M\L113F\V419W\M51L) ., Xia %% xf 3k
H @ B FF B (A simplex ) ) KstD3 #4740 F X 2%
FE SR A KT R SR EH
48 W% T A T, SR AR AT AD SRR B A
ORI 3 A%, HA] UL [ B AE (5 B2
SR T AR A5, R AT M ek
JE [ HEA RO | AT I AR A TR | 2 E AT

17 2 e 5 2 B AR T O A S T B
3.4.2 3-§ BA9a-FAH (Ksh)  3-H§Hil9a-52
AR ( Ksh ) B4 3% 4358 43 i 2K St B0 4207 ( KshA )
kA R 10 J5 8 (KshB) 4 %, I 7 4 i Wy
NADH, KshA A WO SF 4514 3. 2w 2 11 4544
15 ( Rieske [2Fe-2S] domain) FIIE ML &K Fe* 44
T’@]iﬂk( Non-haem Fe( I ) domain) ; KshB A=
SFESFII . FMN 45 & 254380 NAD R M 45 & 4540
BCRIVRE ) BB A 11 285 5 S A 3o, ax S 25 4y 3l rp
IPRSE Y SUAELLIR A A3 BOFF I R IS s e
FERIRL A fRspbE  Hoh KshA 7R £
Huts AT DL SR BT AT R SR S S 1T KshB
W7 52 45 KshA $RALA R ) 2 kb FiR i I
TRIEAW R HE T ER AR N, ST 2 LGS 24 v ) 44
C9 iR FEAL T A R = 5 26 L2 W bt %
YU RE 1, 5 KstD —#%, Ksh A7 75 2 4[]
TR, BUEEKZREI M. smegmatis me*155 A7
7£ 2 4~ KshA [6] TE§A1 1 4> KshB, Bragin %5/
KILE = 9-OH-AD ) VKM Ac-1817D H &=/ AF
7E5 4~ KshA F1 1 4> KshB, 1fi 70 %] 3 7= AD #il
ADD 1J VKM Ac-1815D Hl VKM Ac-1816D Hhi#fH
A2 4 KshA 11 4 KshB,, 3@ X7 M. neoaurum
Y hsd4A RN kshAl 33 33K, 76 RIS B i & %
R FR 1 9-OH-AD =45 27.5% "™, [Al A i o
M. neoaurum F kstdl ~5 K1 kshAl ~ 3,31 £k
FE [ B 4R Ak B ChOx2 1M IR 4 B A /K & B
EchA19  7EMAL L L WEAR R 4-HBC 77 it ik % 42
w o i b E AR T AR R R AT B P KstD
il Ksh 2235 T ELEE 6 S 24 rh ) A ) 2 78
5k, LhC19 BUES 25 v E R i & ok 191, 4 T
TR AD, DU 5 R B e ik BT A Y KstD 1 Ksh; 5
T AL ADD R f % Ksh I3 ik KstD 3 #4575
FHLZ 9-OH-AD, I 37 3 %2 KstD H-3 235 Ksh (&
3), #r Ksh Al KstD [F] B} 77 76, AD W] 4% 5% 1k Ay
9-OH-ADD,
3.5 HEMBZER

FRIHA B A W (9-OH-ADD ) 43 F g 4
&, ST E N ) KRR, E s AR
B IIE Al 3-8 5L9, 10- M £55-1,3,5- = 4%-9,17-—
i (3-HSA) , 3-HSA 7F Hsa [if & 5 % B HEALAEH
T RAWEESR S CO, FH,0( 8 4), i~ A= fig &t
YT A SR, A RRE %
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2 x K 46 &

TSR CEE B N 2,3- RIS 1,2 XU A
(HsaC) , H:nJ {1k 3 ,4-DHSA 4=l 4 ,9-DHSA ) |
AR, T A Gt 22 it e B AT AR A
AR ARSI 24 v [B) AR 4% PN I ( HLIL ) R0 Efi 5 XI5
(HIP) Fy 4= Wy At i 5 R e

4 SEEEE BT AR
Fig.4 Process of sterol nucleus cleavage
25 b SRR T Y 55 T A A A A 5
B BRI AL IR B AL B T
FAS YR, b £ T S B LY 302 R 4
(Mced) MEALAT LA ChoM FT 38-HSD L) K
Jet I B R A 1) SMIO 2 55 Pt o6 At 2k 4 v Ay PR
it s M4 [ e R PP Y Hsdd A 5 RR A% 48k i 7R v
1) KstD il Ksh $5E T 6 868 25 RMA G 28
AT A0 M B A AR 1 G HE A ( EmbC | KasB |
MmplL3 45 ) th, 7] [ 422 5 0 {55 e b B e o 4 1
Rk gt 4 v 4521 R 1) S SRR Tl R £ 7 o BB 5 42
(PR IR ) , & EL R i S AR AR
B 2GR R SR = i (R 3) . B2,
TR o gt A A8 O TR ST X6 T 43 R T T 1140 338 1 e o
T I SR, Xt OB ok fige 3o A P 90 % 52 2%
Tt 28 1) S 7 F AT 2 X4 BT 5 1) i, 2 i
LYFF KR S 245 v (R R 1) DB T

4 BTHWEEBERSR

PR T 3 R T e AR Ko 4 T 8§55
R AR T G, AT A A8 = H S 2 )
A et R B0 R £ 24 v Rl i e 8 R i Rk
TR R GEXT T 40 BOFT B 18t % e AN T st
4.1 TRERG

AR A 2R R0 24 DR 3Rk

[62]

JkL (2% 4), o A ok B Y O i B R T kL
pMV261 1% TRl & —42H 22 TEFE v p, LA 3 A b
TR, OriE F1 OriM Pal5000 i H AT D[R] BH7E K
1Y 35 A R RN A3 AR 8 P A2 46, hsp60 20 B S 3
T IR SRR AR A T RO 9 2R H A S
, RIBEEZ U (Kan™ ) A BhF P s i 28 4 B 1
TR FIR X ChoM | hsd4A | kstd 45 JE PRI it
TR LRGN, HAL, TF R I DI
MTBIFST IR, %ot o B ke 284 7 56 A1 [ kb i 4 5 A
KL pMV306,, ST, A5 #1212 pMV306 J5it
BRG] ASR S 3T (pG13™) Psmyc!® 45) | i H:
LR L R M RE . TRIASE, Ay dkt 7 Ui 5 72
U SSTY ik A R AW R I o KRS DR A
I fE, S B G i B G g ) B R AR 3K Ke
S5O0 SE i Bk R Bh B pl2 J BT KGR RBS
(RARZS A1) P A5 pMV306 kL, KT
PG ORI A TR pMV306-12 , HoAE 7F 34 5 il
VBB H A9 LR 3 A NRRL B-3805 3k [F] 20 4%
FEDLI
4.2 EERBRERS

TES AT 5 R FH pGOAL/p2 NIL [R] 6 &
R Gemlk B3 (£ 4) , H p2NIL Bk f
s HAR LA B R REE pGOAL Bk f it
TR VERR S £, 20 H R BRI A EE | i 32 T 2 O
BASE Y b A 2 | XS e e A 7 34 5 A0 R AR
PREER B R B PR, 76 LI RE L K P 5ok ) RE
fillA 9E — N R Y pk18mobsacB ') | pKADel
RS AR, T8 & sl s
R JERII R (7 D o ol [ 058 R 4 9 DR it ok O 12 4K
HHRE I, AR E 16 d LI H MR
PERE R K e 72 TR B K %07 it ek
R R A TR R

H T Ge it A% s R S0 sl SO R BR M, T
FEAE PR RS PR A 1 52 i 19 35k PR 3k 3508 R e85 1Y)
S gndE R o O Z | LA i R G0
FE AR [0 5 T 2 ) B PR 4 i O, BN T TR il
WA 5 o Gt B F A, Nt Sy 380 R 1 O P %
2 ( Transcription Activator-Like Effector Nucle-
ase, TALEN) FlEE 45 #% 2 B ( Zinc Finger Nucle-
ase, ZFN) Ll &% CRISPR-Cas & [H % i 2 4517,
SCHR W & 3R, A6 53 BT T s R 2 2
CRISPR [N 4 2 4t
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4.3 CRISPR-dCas9 EFFIE RS

CRISPR ( Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short
Palindromic Repeats , 1 7 (14 L4 (B] B 26 0] SC &R
FE91) R G00 LIRS Cas 2B AR [H] 43 =2,
7 11 74 CRISPR/Cas % 4t 1, CRISPR/Cas9 i
tracrRNA ( 2 2030015 7 41 ) L erRNA LA &2 Cas9 7K
FI Ok BB BRBEBR TR ) 22 59, 15 B RNA §2
] DNA A7 D0 %) D A, HC It 18] B Xy 271 i i 4%
J¥ ( Protospacer Adjacent Motif, PAM) & 5'-NGG-
3N HAEEETRR) ™ . HE, £ H] CRISPR
T.E.4%%8 DNA 70 70, % 48 tractRNA il crRNA
Bl &5 A BAAS RNA |, PR M sgRNA ( B%% ] 5 RNA)
ZARGER] DL i 40 6] U0 DNA FE E 7 S 5L
DNA XU W28, DNA BUEWT 245, 20 3 o 2 %
FH AR R E R 32 32 ( NHEJ) 1905 718 2, 78
PO R PR S R A B R AR fd H AR R 4
RINAE, FEM RS BEPI R BR” /Y H Y, HZ, 24
A DNA &5 BN HF A A M, W7 22 00 38 0 2

SRR & A= A R B4 (HR) , S B ¢ 3 R i
/\" [82] .

HIN R 2ETH 4 I B 1 Qi 5% %t Cas9 4R
P8 5 S A% i DX 88 ( HNH A RuvC) HEAT 5 5848
(D10A H1 H840A ) , i I 2% A% R N VT 1 4 1
HMBHIE E H (dead Cas9, dCas9) , H e R IR HHE
LD AN RE DI ), 3 Ao BH A5 0 3 PR 5% SRk B« S
PRIk 46" /9 H 89, #824 CRISPR T4k ( CRISPR
interference, CRISPRi) , Singh A sy T
pRH2502 Al pRH2521 W4 4~ i ki (£ 4), H
pRH2502 #1255 dCas9 % 11, pRH2521 # {4 #;
i sgRNA gL K FLN T 45 4% 43 ASOFT 147 3
UE T CRISPRi RGEM R ILMHAEN, M5, 2=
BLOVLE M. neoaurum B-3805 AN T hsd4A 13
IR AR , 0 A e P~ 4 v €22 S 24 v a) 44 7
i ET, XAE M. neoaurum 2967 R EE T hsd4A
F kstd BSU R TRAR , (58 2 19 3779\ ADD 725 1
4-HBC,

F4 SEFERERRMCS

Table 4 Summary of commonly-used plasmids in Mycobacteria

JHAL REhT b EAR D ThaeHik
pMV261 681 hsp60 Kan" it Rk kL
pMV306 4! ks Kan® R R TORE, BRPE DL b R
pMV307[4) pG13 Kan® T FIKTRL, 1 pMV306 HGH , G 585 31 F pGl13
p38[65] Psmyc Kan® FE IR TR, 1 pMV306 B, H A Psmye Ji 81T
pMV306-1.2[ pl2 Kan® i FRFORL, H pMV306 HGE A pl2 5 8hF & RBS
pGOALI9M! hsp60 Hyg" Amp" ¥4 SacB lacZ Tfiiktric
p2NIL!! SP6 Kan® ot [RIUEVE | 55 0 S35 48 , 76 40ROFT 1 v JE 0k 42 4
pKADel ] hsp60 , SP6 Apr® | Kan® @R AARTOR, 54 AR, #55 SacB | lacZ TR ERRIC, K pGOALL9
5 p2NIL 24 % [ — 5k gl i ihi ok
pk18mobsacB ! SacB promoter Kan® IR JTURE
QpJv53L7] P10760 Kan" S FIRRL, F2 Bk pIV53 Bk P L BRI T R R K B TR Chec
gp60&61 , F:4fi A B A5i 5 217 P10760 B ifi f
p2NILSacB!"") SP6  SacB promoter Kan® [RI PR EE 40 5ok, ¢ pT18mobsacB ik H (1) SacB % I Hos s T (&
1 Bei A p2NIL BUE ik, FH T R/ A
pCM 0] hsp60 , tetO Kan® B BORL, hsp60 2635 Casl2a &, tetO ik crRNA, #4 Casl2a EH
5 crRNA cassette 2H # % [R]— [FbL
pSBY1_FnCpfl cg[ ™7 hsp60 Kan® ik Cpfl TEH, 5 pCR-Hyg BEA AT 3 i B

pJV53-Casl2a 471 tetO ,acetamidase promoter Kan®
pRH2502!%] tetO Kan®
pRH2521[%] tetO Hyg"
pCR-Hygl " 76 hsp60 Hyg"

Fik Casl2a [ M 4L B Che9c gp60&61 , 5 pCR-Hyg B4 fili il it
A7 38 R

ik dCas9 A, 5 pRH2521 B4 FH kA7 3 R R 1%

Fik sgRNA

Fik orRNA

1 Kan: RABEE ; Hye 15 % ; Amp .
4.4 CRISPR-Casl2a EFHIERES
Casl2a( 3L PR Cpfl) # M, 22 1 26 V &I DNA

BAYREEER, Apr: LW FE R ;SacB  FEBEEIEILH ; acetamidase ; £ k1

WYIEG A7 7E T35 75 IR [ TR & ( Prevotella sp. ) Fl
35 I W7 [C 8 ( Francisella sp. ) S 4l 7™
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Casl12a 7] LIX pre-crRNA #4700 T, 3545 “ TTTV”
(V HAEEAZ TR ) PAM J# 51, 3+ 7E rRNA (15|
SR X PAM I3 A A 18 A FIER 23 A% 1 IR ik
59U, P A R i O, B RGN T AR
fi Al tracrRNA |, J& H 7 0 57 v & 18 £ ) CRISPR
ES A

pJV53-Cas12a/pCR-Hyg £ 4t Al £ Bh A [F) I
A4 (NHE) ) 18 52 s [a] I 20 (HR ) 1B E 78
SIS TP R T B R . oAk Cpfl 285 F 2% 1
T pSBY1 _FnCpfleg/pCR-Hyg 2 40 76 #7443
FEFF B B NHEJ 18 52 52 3L H i o, B3R
B O R % 2 0k AR ol i i S AR T BR B Y
T IE M. neoaurum DSM 44074 % 2L a4 3
MIRACBEEE N (kshAl &2&3) J94f4% 1,4-HBC 4=
72 KR BE E FE Al Lia %[so] T M. neoaurum
ATCC 25795 H¥f CRISPR-Cas12a( pCM JFkr) 5
pNIL/pGOAL FRGEI A ft T, 5 2y 408 ) I 5% 25
K% DNA 751, i R84 H br 3k PR % & 51 58
P AR AL, R T AR S B A P A TR
f 25 R 2 2 8 1) 5 RV 7. AR CRISPR & A
S R A A A S 245 v T 4 8 7 TR R B R X i
FHATT T,

5 B %

ARSCERIR T OISR 1 A A A0 55 e B S 2
Hh AR A QI A B LI i B i S B, O X 73
BT R A TR B ol FH 98 AL 43 R S AT
A, S 2T e A AR B R AR A T B
s 507k 38, SR, 2R A JLAR BT S itk J
BATAT 1 22 ) REUAT T4 A R < (D 5 P 00 o e ok
BREZ W R AT AN V2 R A
RATHZARITIT ; @1 G [ U 41 i bR T B
R B PR S ge R, PRk, rTAALAR Pir
T AREETT JRAIE ST, — 7 1 i B 4= S AL Iy 5 5%
LT AT | PRI DR 2 5 25 T B I L ik A 59 T o fie
WRAE A2 T 22 5 5 I A 0 BE AT O Y SC B [
(Bl U A Tl LR A5 ) AR A 7, AT T
KR 25 A A 55— 7 T, 3T CRISPR
FOARHE ST 5 RORG E BERE AR 1 1R 5 i o R 2
Pl i 2R 4¢, 9 CRISPR 4 AR BICiE 1) Jo b 4 T
TR IZ T AR 24 Tl 75 Sk, A, ik
T S R 4 [ 8 AR RN 0 1 2 B N, )

TE i SRAZHCR N A 2y i 8 5 08 75 A0 HaE AT
PEBElOE [) A i, T O 8 H R A 16 P I
T R OGRS A K O T R IR A 5 | A
A5 ) JER 58 200 LA A 2800 i AR DS AR iR A2
PRI, i 55 A A A A A e T i 10 42 i K 18 LA
R e AR e A 155 WAL 1) e BT , X 3 ST B
20T A BRI LA B A2 ) i 2 (5 1 i 2
KEE,

S E Lk
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