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Abstract Zinc-azithromycin is commonly utilized for the prevention and treatment of COVID-19. The effect of zinc-
azithromycin on gut microbiota in vitro was explored to provide a theoretical basis for its clinical application. The
effects of zinc-azithromycin on gut microbiota community and short chain fatty acids were inspected via in vitro fermen-
tation, metagenomic sequencing, and gas chromatography. The results indicated that Zinc-azithromycin increased the
relative abundance of Klebsiella, Rahnella, Pantoea, and significantly decreased the relative abundance of Megamonas
and Bifidobacterium. Zinc-azithromycin also significantly altered the metabolism pathway, the abundance of antimicro-
bial resistance genes, and the content of short chain fatty acids of the gut microbiota, which might potentially have
negative effects on human health.
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90% Fi s TEHE L AR S 5 CAE J7 3 A T 45 4
SO R 0 o IR B A A 2 R R XA T
( Clostridium difficile) & BRI, B4 5 K )&
TRINBEE DA R AN E TR Ui,
FEEARBEITAEM . G R Ew & 85 3R IG97
YR PESEIA , ANXT 55 SRR B &2 5 HF ( Mycobacteri-
um avium complex ) 5|2 FIBRI TR R4, {H fi]
AR R AR YR AR, H S s kA
AT AR N P AR AR R R 2 R e T
45K, AE COVID-19 K47 9 18], B-B &F 5 &R
(Zinc-azithromycin , Zn-AZM) ET T ZRREN
BB AIEYT . W dGE Zn-AZM XFE9E COVID-19
A RAFR BT AE TR Y AL AT 82 Zn-
AZM $2 5 TR GREEREE 1 G R ] T
COVID-19 355" . kAh, COVID-19 B34 13
185 5 HL I B A A5 A 5 DA DG A A o 2
B AP EA BRI G, BT A
TH B AL S AR i A AT COVID-19 45
PRI NEIT IR AN . ARSME Y K 2 R i
PR RF S 25 A AR R £ 2R 2 T VI
B IR BE T B A M AL P S TR R W
T Zn-AZM FEIG IR L) 2 N, LA K Zn-AZM X
J173 3 TR 20 V14 532 0 1 AT 410, PRI, A B
TN T TR 1) AR MBS DL e T | 2 e TR A 0 )
AR AR 35 55 Bt R R Zn-AZM Xt 38 1
S XA = W 52, S AT T f# Zn-AZM
Xof N AR BFE 14 5 i S A3 i 3 TR R 5 T 2%

1 M5 %

1.1 ##

L1l ERFHBE AU SSEREEES
12 4 AR AE 20 % 31 22 % 272 [6) , BRlisE -2 25 i
FES ., A& EE IR 2 DA A, T
SR A5 S AR SR AR ST = 3 AN H R
MR FHBT R 259 865 A T 4%

1.1.2 34 XHRZH (Con) VI B3R (o/L) -
VERY 8, AR R 3, BRIk 3, BB 4.5 8 H
0.5, JlHEE 3% 0.4, L-cysteine-HC1 0.8, k14T %
0.05, NaCl 4.5, KCl 2.5, MgCl, - 6H,0 4.5,
CaCl, - 6H,0 0.2, KH,PO, 0.4, MgSO, - 7H,0 3,
CaCl, » 2H,0 0.1, MnCl, - 4H,0 0.32,FeSO, + 7H,0

0.1, CoSO, - 7H,0 0. 18, ZnSO, - 7H,0 0.18,
CuSO, - 5H,0 0.01, NiCl, - 6H,0 0.092, 1 mL
Tween-80''*  HR4fE ZnSO, - 7H,0 FIFT & 25 £ 1
F1IR R3990 8 250 mg' F1 500 mg'"™! | £594.5%
ZnS0, « TH,0" Fi1 48.7% p 2375 £ 7' 4 i HE i
PRGN, LA R S AR R R 2000 0.3 LT 15 i 45
N ZnSO, + TH,O FIB &7 85 28 Uk B2 43 1 29 788
mg/L 1 811 mg/L, % [& 3| 1% 22, 5 5 4 ( Zn-
AZM) K& Tn 780 mg/L Y ZnSO, - 7H,0 Fl 800
mg/L P &7 2 ZE W) VI 55953

1.1.3 £ Z&XAE5MEERE  ZnSO, - TH,0( 4l
J 99.5% , KB A RALFRFN ) s BT & 85 2 (4l
JZ 98% , iR AE R A R A | ) . IRAE T AR
Ul ( AW400SG/ TG, % [E ELECTROTEK ) ; #14+ T 1E
3 (BCM-1000A, 73 N & 28 23 SEAR AR A A ) 5
TRV (BSA124S, FEZ FI i Bl 2= IR A BR A F])
BDHL(1-14, f5 [ SIGMA ) 3 7 20 F S 28R K £
(YXQ-LS-50SII, b il Sl A7 BR 2 7l BEI7 1 4%
J7) s S AHETE (GC-2010 plus, HAS B HEA ) 5 SAH
{43845 (INTERCAP-FFAP | H A IS HYA D)

12 A&

1.2.1 Ml B A A s & R BT B R AR
Jei , LRI [l 2562 2R 1 10 (g mL) Hefl, FH pH
7.0,0.1 mol/L B JCIE PBS 28 mhiki s BRiR &) ik,
RIARAT AR PR AR, I ™ A% TR A
1.22 WHEEMABESZARMANF EEE
T £ SERUG , S BN IR 1 19 (IRFH L ) 43 5] 42 Fil
TXF R NS I B SR, BT 37 CIRATAE
wi(VN, ¥CO, VH,= 80 10 10) HiRA) &%, 48 h
Jaor B 4E 1.8 mL AW, 12 000 r/min &0 5
min, V&M TR0 55 BE D7 IR % = (I A2, UVERE
a T2 E AW R R s g L =
NCBI £48 E ( 5% % PRINAS561-660)

1.2.3 4oy B 1.2.2 LBP R BiE
W 1.0 mL, B0 25% Im iR 11 SRR 0.2 mL, TR
A1JG-24 CHE 12 h DL b =R, 13 000 v/
min 250K, B 15 min, 351909 FIERRHS
AH C A SRS I e A R 2 L SR A M i
FE(0.32 mmx30 mmx0.5 pm) , DhEL G R N bR
Y, LA R IR T R 5 T R R AN 57 G Ry
PRt FE AT S M B AR A D % (FID ) A6 5 5
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HERE R 1 L HERE S RIS #R IR R 250 °C 3R
FES KT E 3.0 mL/L JE ) 54.2 kPa i
Feoh 8 1 EIAHIR 80 °C,10 °C/min T} 190 °C
Ja4E4F 0.5 min; 40 °C/min T} & 230 °C, 45 4
min,

1.2.4 FHEZLS RN  HERSTEONE
BT R B S O IR 5 1 (B TR
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2 mL ddH, 0, FF K2 A 7 mL 9.760 mol/L
H,S0, %, 1), 60 “C/KIE 30 min J& , SRR
TEH 482 nm AR,
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[F] 2% CHk[ 17 ] . ] KneedData X Ji 4f £ P8 3617
A2 4m A6 )5 R Kraken2 FRHH A
B A T SOF B RO 518, FH Bracken
FHA LS bR B, IF FH UMAN2 5 RE AR 7 51 5

UniRef90 i 4 LE X, AR A5 1 B A5 2 FTAH X = )&
P PRI A RUT 9 5 HUdE 5k AU % CARD e
PAFERAGE B R, BT WM DIRE KTt 5E K 1
FRER, ST AR I 8 TE RS S RE SR . R
TR AR 2 AR AT oA T BN 1 TR S R A T 2k
P F0 507387 (linear discriminant analysis effect size
LEfSe) ,JFLL LDA>2.0 Ay i e b, # tH A i [1]
AR EZRW R LR &S, R IBM
SPSS Statistics 20.0 Xf 256 %0 H5 #£ 17 Spearman #H
FTNERE ST, r>0.90, MR, B )5 Graph-
pad prism 5.0 Fl Heml 1.0 #4754 &]

2 R

2.1 HiERESH
SR i FEA T 75 BE TR 2H DN e 345 ) s fn =
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Table 1  Data of human gut microbiota by metagenomic sequencing

Raw Data Clean Data
i Clean/ % Q07 % Q30/ % GC/ %
Reads/10’ Base/G Reads/107 Base/G
Con 2.34+0.05 7.02 £ 0.16 2.21+0.06 6.64+0.17 94.57+0.37 98.42+0.01 94.46+0.04  46.33+2.51
Zn-AZM 2.36+0.02 7.09+0.05 2.20+0.02 6.63+0.07 93.62+0.54  98.37+0.01 94.38+0.03 53.00+1.00

22 ANEBBEREBENEEEENSN

K Kraken2 {8 22 %05 I 77 2008 32047 10 B
X, GREIR, K L Zn-AZM 528 H#H T
( Proteobacteria ) It A XT3 B, B AIGJE BE & 7] ( Fir-
micutes) JiZE # ] ( Actinobacteria ) 1L FT & 1]
( Bacteroidetes ) A XT3 BE (K 1A) . BHKFE I
Zn-AZM 2 5 W T 5 B ( Enterobacteriaceae ) Bt 4H
X | BT 7 6 90 BB ( Selenomonadace-
ae) WU #T # B} ( Bifidobacteriaceae ) . 3. W& & Bk
( Lactobacillaceae ) | #L#T & Bl ( Bacteroidaceae ) F/1
W HE K B Bl (Prevotellaceae ) 55 B9 #H X =F B ( ®
1B), J& /K b Zn-AZM 2 & v & 1A 1K H 8
( Klebsiella)) BN FEBE | AR A & ( Escherich-
ia) . B Y. B )& ( Megamonas ) . A I T 1# J&
( Bifidobacterium) 355 Ik [KT# J& ( Prevotella ) F14
FF 1 J& ( Bacteroides ) 55 W) A X 5 (K 1C) . Fh
K- B Zn-AZM 48 & il 9 58 B AR B ( Klebsiella
pneumonia) | 7= X, 5% 5 AH K ( Klebsiella aero-

genes) VLM v B A T ( Klebsiella variicola ) F1ZE fifi
R T IA LG ( Klebsiella quasipneumoniae ) %5 FAH
X AR KW IR 75 1 ( Escherichia coli) (HLJE
FFA A ( Megamonas funiformis) AR 7NEE BB AT
W ( Bifidobacterium pseudocatenulatum ) | 7 % AL
FFEE ( Bifidobacterium adolescentis ) 13 5 3% F5 1K
[T ( Prevotella copri) S WIAEXT F B (K 1D) , H
TR Wy HE Vi G5 40 73 BT 45 R W7 | Zn-AZM FEAIR
BRI 1 &8 ( Methanosphaera ) . H ot 78 4T 1 J&
( Methanobrevibacter) | T 1} T J& ( Saccharomyces ) |
BB R ( Candida) IR EERE & ( Pichia) %5 1)
AHXT 3 B 42 5 H e )\ B BRI JE ( Methanosarci-
na) S HEIE ( Malassezia) .91+ K & ( Na-
kaseomyces) %5 )& (Aspergillus) .17 Y41 J& ( Wall-
emia) & 50 I W BE & ( Wickerhamomyce ) | - i
IGHLJE ( Bipolaris) AN J& ( Taphrina) | Jiaoda-
virus . Webervirus . Shamshuipovirus 1 Slopekvirus 2§
FRIARXS 1 (181 2)
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1 FEEREENEESHT
Fig.1 The analysis of relative abundances of gut microbiota
A B.C.D ZM3ATT B s AR K

A, B, C, D means phylum, family, genus, and species, respectively

2 BEREHERKTERNENFEE
Fig.2 Relative abundances of gut microbiota at the genus level
A BC 2PN T LR R R
A, B, C means archaea, fungi, and virus respectively
2.3 ANKB7iEE B LEfSe 1 analysis effect size, LEfSe) 53 7R, Zn-AZM i 3%
JY 1 TR RE S M F 30 23 B ( Linear discriminant B2 5o B A [C T & BRI & ( Salinivibrio ) | M5
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J& (Aspergillus ) 37 B\ K J& ( Rahnella) 32 W &
(Pantoea) . ¥ 5 W J& ( Leclercia ) . - B FT &
( Pectobacterium) M F} % 5a [K i J& ( Kosakonia ) )
BRI BRI SRR ( Megamonas) UL
FF & ( Bifidobacterium)  Lentilactobacillus . Paulje-
nsenia NCEFLIT & ( Levilactobacillus) 7 ERH &
( Pediococcus) 22 BRH B ( Gemella) FLIR A )&
( Lactobacillus ) . Mesosutterella . TR 5 ¥ IR W &
(Anaerostipes ) 75 2T 1 )& ( Turicibacter ) 5% ER
i J& ( Streptococcus ) R4 T TR 0 J& ( Anaerobutyri-
cum) \BIBMR B ( Lachnoclostridium ) 135 ¢ FGBR
B8 ( Veillonella ) Z 0 AIXS B (K 3A) , FlKSE
| Zn-AZM 35 5 i il 9% B SR A B L U AR
B AU 5 5 D AT B AR S A T AT I
RHBSTWO00994 ( Enterobacter sp. RHBSTW00994 ) |
PLEC T VG B ( Cedecea lapagei) | J JFE W B 105 5

ctll027 ( Podoviridae sp. ctll027) | FL B2 7 ( Pan-
toea vagans) 3% 372 B ( Pantoea ananatis) . v 75 1) A
P I B 4K BUCT610 ( Klebsiella phage BUCT610) Fl
S BORR 52 T8 1A B ( Klebsiella michiganensis ) =5 i AH
XFF B, d 2 B A A /)N B BUBE T TR | Clostridiales
genomos 15t BNREAR ( Treponema phagedenis ) |
29025 [t B ( Campylobacter gracilis ) 1 XU FT
( Bifidobacterium longum) 5EEKE 116 D4 ( Strepto-
coccus sp. 116 D4) FLIR i BK 4 ( Pediococcus acidi-
lactici) | Limosilactobacillus vaginalis . 5 BR 7 1643
(Streptococcus sp. 1643) K B WE KN 7 ctDmQ3
(Siphoviridae sp. ctDmQ3) | N R Wk % B ( Arachnia
propionica) . ¥ F. F ¥ M % ( Megamonas hyper-
megale) JGFUFTFHE ( Levilactobacillus brevis) | &l A
ZERFT I ( Bacillus paralicheniformis ) FE R FLFT B
(Lactobacillus delbrueckii) S WIAIXT=FE (& 3B)

B3 BEE#ERIER LEfSe 547
Fig.3 Differential abundance of gut microbiota taxa analyzed by LEfSe
A I B 4335 7R R K

A and B means genus and species respectively
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24 MEES KEGG RGERHNERES W
B EREAE ) D RESE VT BT 45 2R R, —
FARHIEAR T Zn-AZM 42 5 BB 15 2 AL 3 (envi-
ronmental information processing ) M [ AR B BRAR 5F
(metabolism ) FIAEXS B (& 4A) ; g ARlHE R
H Zn-AZM 35§ i S IR S5 A W I A A
( xenobiotics biodegradation and metabolism) $T35& |
5325 5 [ (folding, sorting and degradation) | %5
Jiiiz %5 ( membrane transport) SR/ (lipid metab-
olism) 15 5 1& 5 (signal transduction ) | $7T I I8 24
i 251 ( drug resistance antineoplastic ) | % % ( ag-
ing) \FAE% 3 I ( environmental adaptation ) F19% 7
JRYLPIR (infectious disease viral) ZFHFE | P 2
FAR = LRI (amino acid metabolism) | HAB YK
AR =W A= )6 B ( biosynthesis of other second-
ary metabolites) 4l {132 3] ( cell motility ) , A=

Y6 WA (glycan biosynthesis and metabolism) |
HoAh 2 3 R 1T 81 ( metabolism of other amino
acids) A=K FIFE TS (cell growth and death) |
P22 R 55 (nervous system ) F14C IfiL % B9 ( cardio-
vascular disease ) 55 AFAXT - (1K 4B) ; = AR
WA Zn-AZM 2 3 1 = W R AR W) A IR ( phena-
zine biosynthesis ) | 4~ 12 5 K 2F fft 112 1K 34 ( tau-
rine and hypotaurine metabolism ) | 223 4% FH 2 Jig (53
fi# ( aminobenzoate degradation) FAI4FHLHEFE A ( at-
razine degradation ) 17K H 2 £ K% /% ( benzoate deg-
radation ) 5 f) 32 | i) 35 [ AIK HE B 2H 2% (flagellar
assembly ) | J7 i % B2 ( vancomycin resist-
ance ) AT 2451 (latinum drug resistance ) (KA
W14 1 ( phenylpropanoid biosynthesis ) 121 FL A
R4 ( galactose metabolism ) %5 B9 AH XF 3 B ( [&]
4C),

B4 ET HUMAnN2 XtEERF5Ii#1T KEGG EES T
Fig.4 Analysis the difference of KEGG function based on metagenomic sequences using HUMAnN2
A Bl C 5537 KEGG AR 1.2 7 3 AR LI 5
A, B, and C means KEGG pathway of level 1, level 2, and level 3

25 MEREHSHNEEENERESH
SN AR TR 245 1 B TR SR A2 | %k DR 4

F b A B Zin- AZM % 1 T TR A8 B0 1 s PR i)
WF ., FEEHT 10 AUPTIERE N AT 9 RhEE DR i
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FEARL . EEE Zn-AZM FEAR T 5B TS
AIRZ TR 7% Tl (1) BE (K (ARO 3002837) ), $2
T 225N EE A WL (ARO 3000216) N
[R5 8 A BEL R (ARO 3000502) | %25 AMHES
P T (ARO 3000518) 2 25 AMFZE 1) 11
W T (ARO 3000516) % 25 50 HE 2 48 W %
(ARO 3004043 ) F1 i 2 17 1% 5 34 g 1 5 L (ARO

3000830) “F R FFE(E S) .
2.6 SEHEBHRBRMMNTEESENSH

S i 07 T A Mo TR B ) AR
HA 2R EZ LB, 2 A5 i W
TELE R AL LA B (A G . AR i AG i 2%
RUIR, Zn-AZM 1 25 AR W RN R 1Y 5
(1 6) M TR a7 85 28 B R AR 5%

Bs5 mMEERFENERESNT
Fig.5 Analysis of the abundance of different antimicrobial resistance genes

* : P<0.05

A0 I SCFAs
o ' [ Acetic acid
o 125792 cetic acil
s 30 P=0.000 1 [ Propionic acid
£ _
=

Gl

QEIH 20 @ =3.941
©® P=0.002
S0l mm — £

1 1 1 1 1 | ——
Con Zn-AZM Con Zn-AZM Con Zn-AZM

AT
6 FEHEAEATER (SCFAs) K E
Fig.6 The contents of SCFAs

%
=)

27 BEEESRUEREREEERRAOEX
S

FRUAE-S PO DR R e B 0 U1 TR A8 AR S 20 A
R, S EAA R E B [ R BT s
T P B i SR TR A 5 PO SR R B R BE N T TR
AR MR, v B 10 DR AR 0% o TG I s 55
BB DR R S B R D R ) AR S A S5 TR MR AR T
Js BUBEAT T s L o T i 5 A AR O 1k A
(E7).
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B7 BERERMFSHUEEREREEEHRNEXES T
Fig.7 The correlation of gut microbiota with antibiotic resistance gene and SCFAs

#:r>0.90

R

NP 8 TR BRI & T S50 6 B Zn-AZM
EWMAE RS, Zn-AZM £S5 AR TERTTY)
AEXT 2B AR RE R 1] B 1A T T RARUAT 11 1T 7
AR R, H A AR T BRI AR X = B A0 4 8 2 i
TR AR TR0 IRV B4 0 bR > L Zn-AZM L
AR PR 2w X i 8 R AR
K, B 55 e G A0 P B T8 LS 2
o, 387 Zn-AZM Wl BEAF7E— WM RIVEH . FERE
K I, Zn-AZM £ 55 I FF 1R B B BE AR BB AT 14
FHEAH X = B, 568 R OCHE 9 o 18 TR B 45 4 2
o177 5 AT ) TR B0 B B A AR 6 = 2 v A
TR R BIGIT . 78 FF KFE L, Zn-AZM
2 1 v 1 TG i A A X S B il 2 v R A 1R
R RS AP S B B v T 11 U I e LA T B 4
FAYRREY | Horp il 48 5 TR 1A FC R 7 FE COV-
ID-19 B W IE R R > AR T
ATt —Flosr & BRI 3 3L B SR, 5 51k
MRIERYL>  X AR B Zn-AZM #E47 155 F1
1RYT COVID-19 B, 75 9% U] OC 1 i 4% 5 T 11 [K
WAL E . P EIRTT IR R RN E
LB RSB i L PRI PR TR AT /) Vi DU
FFBR S5 AR = BE B T Zn-AZM [ X 28
Ji R AF X = B T 2 5 AR f I, i
A USE T PR ELAT B AZ 4 i 2 S o2 B2 ) 1 )
B AN, Zn-AZM AR K BUSE AT B Al G AL

FEBA A5 25 A8 B ARG 2 B 4 S PR R 12
PR R B 5 E PR 8 S5 L 2 D B 1) ARG 2
TE A W) 5 T, Zn-AZM $2 55 B i S
BRGNS EC TR T it 25 45 14 A 0 =F 3 1T B
A PTG | B AR R AR B B 1) AF X 3 B ]
Ao i e BB E KO B2, Zn-AZM W
i v D R PR A 25 A B 1 ARG = B T BB 2 R )
NN

7E KEGG X5 6 J7 1, Zn-AZM I 2 428 =
IR DAL P DL e AT B AR i 4%, ik 55 b5 IR
R E M IREHE AR BeAh, FEfi R A
FRFEERE T, R A S A A A R
AAR I A= 1 R RE R B A, ANIR B R A
) I gt AR T 458 B AR T 3 B Al T Zin-AZM
XX ARG AR (R TA AR B . 7 = ARk
I, Zn-AZM $2 755 A R RN IR A B R A QAT B
TLRARERL ™ 4R B IO Y R G | P e i A
IR R AR I i AR R S i E LR A
BE SIS (H AT AR i R R A YA R R
FIREEE R YRR T, Zn-AZM 5
YK AL O, PRAMEIIZE I, #  3 oloAs g i
TRIE 25 KE) 88 o B A T %) R X 2 8 R oA A T R e
PEIERY ) Zn-AZM W B Z2AMERE AW
R AR -0 5 i Lo SL R 2477 T
2 B DB O I AR A R s RS
f=E B T AT A T T R DT TR
I Zn-AZM 00155 J5E B 14 396 14 55 L 100+ 25 A T
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AT T, DT 22 1 o 7R 1T T T i 45 g it T P AH

X =B R AP OSUBE AT T i R I B T 8 55 25 2 T

B RE DX 2 B T A A i T TR R4 AL WL

EFF B | S R S IR AT R o i A e A

b AR rpR] P A BB R TR, Zn-AZM FEAR X BB T

A B AR T2 R T S B PR ) S T

MR o 1N B, AR R TR & 50N BES 1 R

ZPRAI KDY KRR IR Zn-AZM T fE

—ERRITEM .

KA, Zn-AZM B AROBUSE AT T4 J AL R AT B
E%ﬁé%”ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ#ﬂﬁ,%%ﬁ@mEEEIJ%’%?%
JE AT AR AFLGT = B 0 A A i R 3 B 7 1 72
SRR B A R T IR G & 7R Zn-AZM
HEFT COVID-19 JRY7 I I 7% JE 2 I T 9 Y 7E f
o HON ETIIREA B AL S A RS
S TE] Y 22 5725 | Zn-AZM Xt A i 3 B R 14 @ AR
HE T EER AT,

S
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