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Deficiency of the ABC transporter permease-like protein DppC2
facilitates the survival of Yersinia pestis in macrophages

SHEN Leiming', WEI Yumeng'?, CUI Yiming'®, ZHAO Yanting'*, YAO Wenwu', LIU Jinping"*,
GUO Yangyun'?, LI Jiamin', SHI Jiali'?, SONG Kai'’, SONG Yajun'’
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Abstract: [Objective] To investigate the role of dppC2 in the survival of Yersinia pestis in
macrophages. [Methods] The strain (201- AdppC2) with traceless knockout of dppC2 was
constructed with a suicide plasmid via homologous recombination based on Y. pestis biovar
Microtus strain 201. Phenotypes were compared between 201-AdppC2 and the wild type (201-WT)
by the acid survival assay, hydrogen peroxide survival assay, macrophage intracellular survival
assay, reactive oxygen species (ROS) detection, and cytotoxicity and mouse challenge assays. The
gene expression was compared between 201-AdppC2 and 201-WT by transcriptomics analysis and
RT-gPCR. [Results] Compared with 201-WT, 201-AdppC2 exhibited multiple phenotypic
alterations, including significantly increases in intracellular survival rates in RAW264.7 and THP-1
cells and under acidic and hydrogen peroxide conditions, upregulation of the acid resistance gene
hdeD and the catalase-related genes katA and katG, enhancement of catalase and peroxidase
activities, and declines in intracellular ROS levels in 201- AdppC2 and RAW264.7 cells infected
with the mutant. Furthermore, 201-AdppC2 showed reduced cytotoxicity to HeLa cells but no
change in the virulence in mice. [Conclusion] The deletion of dppC2 has been demonstrated to
enhance the fitness of Y. pestis to acidic and hydrogen peroxide environments, which promote the
survival and replication of Y. pestis in macrophages.

Keywords: Yersinia pestis; macrophage; dppC2; environmental stress tolerance

FUE R — P AR BE TR G, T2 ARG 1A
SYh AT, P PR NT S s
AP AR NS, 51 & N Ry,
NG A 1 E 2R 4 e B o i Rz RN
W P B RS, A AR MOBHIR T, EAE KU B
AL P B R 3 R AR AT, Y
240 NFET, REEFEAEM S, HETESEKA
] 8 VR A5 A HOAE & AP 1894 4F, 2

Alexander Yersin Ji{ 5 73 25 - 48 2 3 B 049 it
& S22 HB JR #% Q1 (Yersinia pestis, LT &)
FREZERE) Y, i DNA BFoE R, BUE R 2
7 000 4 H B 25 A% HR /R AR FC TR HEAR I D100,

B P TR TR IR il 3L sh W 18 3 R ) o B
200 6L R v P A i A e
K JG 2377 4 NO* . NO* 45 1% M &0 2 107 9% 5
PRI Beah, v 200 i P 3 i S e T

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn



4062

SHEN Leiming et al. | Acta Microbiologica Sinica, 2025, 65(9)

SRR BEA B iz H LUE B ROCR A [ A4 i
R PP A i Y A SR BT R
TS5 I AT il 5 2 1 R A2 A DL AR S50 TR ) e
FBEPL BB A oA W AN A S R S 4
ARAFNTEBR, B 30 L A LA A R L A
AR WEAVE F R A A A BB g 11O RSN 5Y
O, XA EWE A M A T R A BRI T
A LL43 Yersinia outer protein J (Yopl)5| & F W
AR P PEAET ., R4 N A g — 2P
KIEGE I, S S EOmRE" T, eAh, RE
T phoPQ 275 MRAE BN PN SR80 0 A= A7l
HAEARIMIK pH FIAEACRAR 1 T A RE T F%
fiX, X BALB/c /N A 2 7 [F] R 2 3% 03 55
(LDso Ft7 75 1), ik 72 W1 L W5k 240 Jf 3% 4 0 B3k
B8 BT 19 BE 7 1T BB B T 1 B KB g
TXEZE I T R TR T I I 4 i PN AR A e
XPH AR R B EE M, R, RUZEREE
L N VT (S N SR = R N e v 1 N
AL,

HI A 5% B FREE TR 201 T PR 1Y) I 105 400
iﬁgﬁﬂi(ZOl—macrOphage induced, 201-MI)7E B W
ML N A AR ) I TP AR . A
WP 7R 201-MI FEAE— 24 A/ FIELAZ TR
RAR (G dppC2 ), XELZEASATREFE S T H
M AEAFRE P AR A B Ao M R W R TR
) dppC2 3 K (YP_RS06860) 1] AE % % — Fh
microcin C ATP-binding cassette (ABC)#% iz i 1k
fifi, HATEEA X T dppC2 FEH ST . 1EVPT]
FCBR P25 RIAY YejABEF %412 2K (4 2 5 X bi e
B, I HA I T 20 TR T B 00 200 i DN 35 5 R 6/
B EE P XK dppC2 KL AT e 5 ST
TEE R0 N A=A ERE T AR OG

AT ST R B dppC2 FE A i B Ak A [l
PR, 38 Ik R TR S R S PR A S a3 B A O TR
HARE dppC2 HE A Bk 2 7 B T AR HT E W5 41 il
RO e, DUHA B T — DR R R
925 TR HRHT E WA MR 3 AL TR A 5

>4 actamicro@im.ac.cn, 7 010-64807516

1 AR5

1.1 E#K. FRIAIZHRE

A G H BB B8 TR 201 Bk Oy AR 5 B A I
224 [ Rk pDS132. itk pBAD24 . F %
M ZR(HeLa), /NREIZE AR (RAW264.7)
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Table 1 Primer sequences used in this study

Primers name

Primer sequences (5'—3")

Up-dppC2-F
Up-dppC2-R
Down-dppC2-F
Down-dppC2-R

CTTCTTCTAGAGGTACCGCACGCTATTTTACTGGTAGTGC
ATAGTGGTGAGGTCGCCATACATTATTGGCGGCCCTCAAA

TATGGCGACCTCACCACTATTGGATATCCAAAACCTCAGT
TTGTGGAATTCCCGGGAGAGCAATCATCACTCGCTGGCGT

dppC2-F GGGGATCCTCTAGAGTCGACATGATGAGACTAAGTGCAAT
dppC2-R AAACAGCCAAGCTTGCATGCTCAGTACACCTTACTTGGGT
Q-rpoB-F GTTGATCTGAGCACCTTTACC

Q-rpoB-R CCTTGATTTCTTTCTCTGTCG

Q-katG-F GGTCTAAGGCTGGTGTGTT

Q-katG-R TAAGTTTCCCTGTTTTCCG

Q-katA-F ATGTTTGTCCGCTTCTCCA

Q-kat4-R AATCCCAGTTGCCTTCCTC

Q-hdeD-F TAAGGATCTAAAAAGACCGG

Q-hdeD-R TAGCAACCATAAAGCAACTG

1.4 dppC2 EuFRIRFNEIAMERIFDIE

SR A Bk AR E A A FEF 201-WT JoiR
B dppC2., (1 FHFEN 20 DNA HEHGR 7 & 1
201-WT iy 5ERAH ., 599X Up-dppC2-F/IR
H1 Down-dppC2-F/R L) 201-WT F£[H 20 DNA Jy
A PCR 9738 dppC2 1Y L3 AR Uit [ TR
PCR SWAKZ(50 uL): 2xPrimeSTAR Max Premix
25 uL, b . FUFSIH (10 pmol/L) 45 1.5 pL,
DNA #&H% (10 ng/uL) 5 pL, %7K 17 uL, PCR
SN 98 °CHIZEYE 3 min; 98 °CAE%: 30 s,
60 °CiE k 10's, 72 °CHEfH 55, 35 NAEI;
72 °CAAEA 5 min,, it FH JCAE ve R0 G 44k
PEALR, pDS132 5 I U, mE ok
H 2 FLEL AL B KA T S170pir H, 5 201-WT
LI AT TR AT T A R R AR QTR ik
1 35UIR (yersinia selective agar base, YSAB)-F-
Mo M YSAB “F-H Fk HUCER B 7% #2 R0 2] LB 15 5%
e, 26°C. 200 t/min $53% 2 h, WIGFYNEA T
T 7% FEMERY LB B, DA A ARG 2 K
)5 B ZH ) BRI . BRIk A 440 201-AdppC2.

Tk pBAD24 FEEMIAME, SR Sal I-HF
H1 Sph 1-HF [ X} ki pBAD24 HEAT XU B, [

51 9%t dppC2-F/R, LA 201-WT 2K 41 DNA
MM PCR 4714 dppC2 F Bt PCR VK &
(50 puL): 2xPrimeSTAR Max Premix 25 pL, I,
T W51 ¥ (10 umol/L) 45 1.5 puL, DNA & #it
(10 ng/uL) 5 uL, FE/K 17 uL, PCR JZ I 5514
98 °CHiZE 1k 3 min; 98 °C7EME 30's, 60 °CiH k
10s, 72 °CHEf 10 s, 35 NEH; 72 °CL
HEAf S min, i F JC 4% v B R & O B Lk
ft. pPBAD24 Fl dppC2 R Bt o 4 T 41 JFUkr L 28
LA R 201-AdppC2, 7P2HA AL T v 44 M
201-AdppC2::com,
1.5 SNz

AL H AR AR 201-WT 1 201-AdppC2 &
ARG, #% 1:100 tLFIE:F 2 LB B3R5,
26 °C, 200 r/min 557 24 KX HI(ODgy0=1.0).
PR 1:100 11 Lol 42 70 2 % 60 mL LB 1%
I B W HETE R o B B TR O TR 5 4 i B
FARF 8, 26 °C. 200 r/min ¥53%, % 2 min A
S A R SR RO . AR E
3AES . BUEETE 37°C, LB BT K
Mk, BREGFRIREESN SHTARAMEF .
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1.6 B4 FELE

FL W40 i RAW264.7 FH 7% 10% A 25 i i 19
DMEM #5535, HitkZ 12 FLA0ME 35k, 37 °C.
5% CO, 18 il 35 % 46 35 F2 L % o 201-WT,
201-AdppC2 F1 201-AdppC2::com L4 MOI=10 Jg&
YL RAW264.7 4id 30 min 5, B4k 200 pg/mL
PRKBEZR (1) DMEM K55 5L 8 SU5% BA 04 4 it /144
PRl o o PR 7 b 5% Y Y0 4 R R A T G )
TR BB B E T 37 °C. 5% CO,
i) R I 35 AR o KR SR 050 20 4 Fi 8 ho
PBS ¥k 34 41 it J5 4 0.3% Triton X-100 2 i Je
YLi) RAW264.7 4iif] 15 min, 5 {35435 oS R RE
S fi7E TR T YR A 2 U [ AR 35 7 R 3
4. BRUEBETE THP-1 w8y i N Ak 17 52 56 2 1
LRI E AT, BRI A A
100 ng/mL PMA 1) RPMI 1640 H1i755/34k 48 h.,
1.7 BEFEMTEHXEEEFXR

WAL H M AE R 201-WT . 201-AdppC2 F
201-AdppC2::com K-S W (ODgy 2974 1.8),
F2 1:100 L2 LB 5375E, 26 °C. 200 r/min
B5 3% 2 KU (ODgyo 2970 1.0) 0 3 51
100 mmol/L Fi1 200 mmol/L i3 4L Z i 10 min,
DL S pH 3.5 BY TR M WA 1.0 h A1 1.5 he
BRI AT IS AN PR T S AR LSRR R, JF
595 R YR Al 2 G [ AR R 7 R R 4k, It
B DR I LA DA RR M I AR AR 25 5
1.8 TEHEEEHIMTS BT H
Rl

Fiz BE et S Ak SR TG 1 A N 3K 7] 8 A AR A
W T 3 RS 3R A U B R 201-WT
201-AdppC2 F1 201-AdppC2::com Byt A Ak E il
A A LG P22 5 . HaO, 7E 240 nm A R#1E
FEM, 3 SR AU i HaO, (9 TR Y IO
SE RN N E N S Wi R N S A ST R f el
TR o AR T AL HoO, AR E IS
Yy, RSP YILE 470 nm A ERIEM g, RO
JE e o AR A P T T
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1.9 EMSERN

et A4 7 3 1 SRS I ) B R 201-WT
201- AdppC2 1 201- AdppC2::com () T Tk %
(reactive oxygen species, ROS) 25, $4 FETH M4
o 03700 5 7 16 BH 5 I 5E RAW264.7 4 i g e
201-WT. 201-AdppC2 F1 201-AdppC2::com J5 I
2 R PN O R AR A A o 2 TR R AR DR
FOCHRET O11 FE M AR I 0] & 1 9L R BT
dichlorodihydrofluorescein diacetate (DCFH-DA)
Al e A M N B ROS E AL A W i, 9%
JEAY5E 55 AT S ROS & B R 1K o
1.10 ZApasE H1aml

il F MTT 38571 &l5E 201-WT, 201-AdppC2
H1 201-AdppC2::com X HeLa Fl RAW264.7 4 ifd
MBE 125 5 MTT AJ 9 40 A v 2 AR P9 i i &
il 30 J5 TR 55 67 W), 7E 490 nm A 4R AE I UL
W 200 i 2 R OIG REB Ry, 10 B A T ) 4
B TEIR
1.11 RTCA 3§

E-Plate 16 fLAIIA 50 uL DMEM #¢ ifii B2k
J& . BALIA 5x10° 4> HeLa 400, 75 40 g i
Je R AN i a5 i 2% . RTCA RSE4E 15 min I
i1 RANREREAT, AT A5 B S5 e A4 4 5 1) 4
o $5 %5 (cell index, CI)™*), 201-WT. 201-AdppC2
1 201-AdppC2::com LA MOI=10 [EYL 40 5 & T
RTCA il -5 SEH A CLo
1.12  Eh4sie

201-WT F1 201-AdppC2 K 2= 5B 5 H
PBS fi B % 1.0x10* CFU/mL. 6-8 J& i i i P
BALB/c /NRBEHLIT A 6 D F2H4H (n=10). L
20 4 90 3 e PRV TS RN e 2 4 100 L i R
PRV, X BRZH T A5 it PBS. % 2 W 4% 201 /)N
ARG, JFemAfrihdk . A5 mA
TLAT R T T i S 56 3h ) AR A A B D1 S At e
%5 IACUC-IME-2024-020.,
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1.13  ZERENFF S

Iy S E 26 °C Fl 37 °C 8% 5% (1) 201-WT
1 201-AdppC2, i FI RNA /N3R350 & 42 Bedn
A RNA, £ rRNA . B3 cDNA SCFEHI
Qubit & & Ji7 #F 17 Mlumina M JF . 201-WT Fl
201-AdppC2 7F 26 °CHI 37 °CH5 5 A 4 5k
BAE A7 T E A YR 8 oG (NMDC),
BS540 B S NMDC40078468 — 40078473 1
NMDC40078432-40078437., LA FUJZ B 91001 ¥k
T FI(ASMT788v DVE AN 45 R B S5 3
2. LA Pgi<0.05 HJlog, fold change|>1 M Hfi, %
5E 201-WT H1 201-AdppC2 15525 kI
1.14 KB E 2 1% % R PCR (real-time
quantitative reverse transcription PCR,
RT-qPCR)

it 30 SRR 20K 201-WT F1 201-AdppC2
) RNA 54554 cDNA, DS DL rpoB 1EN
WS . RT-qPCR WA %K : 2xLight Cycler”
480 SYBR Green Master 10 pL, . FiF314
(10 umol/L)#% 0.8 pL, cDNA (5 ng/uL) 2 pL, %X
&K 6.4 L, WHEH 3 NMEY¥ER, RT-qPCR
R 45 95 °CTIARPE 5 min; 95 °CAFE 155,
53°CiRk 10s, 72 °CHEAfi 15, 40 MEFF, 8@
IR IR P B R . R 274G

A
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wT AdppC2
1 | 1 J
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1, 21 201-AdppC2 BYFER A 7K,
1.15 SeitEaih
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] 22 5 A A S i AT B R R O 25 000, SRR
Sidak K g7 2 E L . /N RIBCER A AE T 2R
H Log-Rank (Mantel-Cox)f 5 . A7 £ 3 35 DA
P<0.05 H2ZERA G L, *: P<0.05; **:
P<0.01; **%; P<0.001; ****. P<0.000 1; ns:
TeGii2¢ 7

2 ER5997

2.1 HKEZENESLS

FE 26 °CHI 37 °CHEFE 554, 201-WT Hil
201-AdppC2 7E LB 3555 ny K 4 1
BFEELFIE 1), T dppC2 MBI AL FLE
TE LB Higa i K
22 BAREFESER

A o U R e o I R E TR ) I 4
MO Tyt 18 2A Xt IR, E WA R R
W, MREIKEG; B 2B g RE R E
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t/h
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Figure 1
37 °C. ns: No significant difference.

Growth curves of 201-WT and 201- AdppC2 strains at different culture temperatures. A: 26 °C; B:
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Figure 2 Intracellular viability of 201-WT, 201-AdppC2 and 201-AdppC2::com strains in macrophages RAW264.7
and THP-1. A: Giemsa staining of macrophages RAW264.7; B: Giemsa staining of macrophages RAW264.7
infected with Y. pestis; C, D: Phagocytosis of Y. pestis in macrophages RAW264.7 (C) and THP-1 (D); E, F:
Intracellular survival curves of Y. pestis in macrophages RAW264.7 (E) and THP-1 (F); G, H: Intracellular
survival of Y. pestis in macrophages RAW264.7 (G) and THP-1 (H). *: P<0.05; **: P<0.01; ***: P<0.001.
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Figure 3

Survival rates of 201-WT, 201-AdppC2 and 201-AdppC2::com strains after treatment with acid and

H,0,. Survival rates of Y. pestis after 1 h and 1.5 h treatment with pH 3.5 at 26 °C (A) and 37 °C (B); C: Survival rates
of Y. pestis after 10 min treatment with 50 mmol/L and 150 mmol/L at 26 °C; D: Survival rates of Y. pestis after 10 min
treatment with 100 mmol/L and 200 mmol/L H,O; at 37 °C. *: P<0.05; **: P<0.01; ***: P<(0.001; ****: P<0.000 1.
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BUPZE B0 S BRI pH PR R TR 52
24 LEEEERALE

J T AR R dppC2 K H Bl gk % LU T
FIRTE R, LR TR 26 °CEY 37 °CHE R
) 201-WT F1 201-AdppC2 By %534 . M T
201-WT, 7E 26 °CHiF 4544 201-AdppC2 H1{L
i yejF (YP_RS06865, 5 dppC2 FEHAHAR)FR K
T AE 37 cCHEEFRAM R 201-AdppC2 1 yejF
2SR N, sRNA00014, cpxP. feoA. fruB. bssS.
YP RS07975. YP RS09590 il YP RS13175 %
ik BIE(ER 2).
2.5 RT-qPCR %R

PLEAYE DUEEDR rpoB 1E NS, X 201-WT
F1 201-AdppC2 (26 °CH5 7)1 RNA ¥ st AR i 47
RT-qPCR 7747, WECHERAHOCHEH (hdeD) . i
AL A AT E ALY S R (katd F katG)IY
RV 22 5. rEBRRAOTHERFL D hdeD 557K
i TP AR (E 4A) RO, RRBRAE RIS AL
AW katd R katG 1 5%E ;AR S T B A BR
(1 4B. 4C). 26 °CHispHLE R W, HIELT
201-WT, 201-AdppC2 " hdeD (log, fold change=
0.156, P.3=0.007). kat4 (log,fold change=0.130,

R2 RIAKTFERENENER

P,4=0.028) Fl katG (log, fold change=0.177, Py4=
3.213x 107 ) il 537K OF- B A 38 B 0 e (e, {HL
A A BAT B 25 P (Pagi<0.05). 459K, dppC2
B2 25 | TR R L [H) hdeD it 48 4k &0 1 3L 1R
katAlkatG W5 S AKFRAT TR o
2.6 EIEIIMGMLER

18 3R &K 201-WT ., 201-AdppC2 F
201-AdppC2::com [Hi A AL E T 1A A At
% 11 5B 201-AdppC2 (IS 1347 F 201-WT,
LR R 0T K 2 i ) 25 5 (0 5). SRR
dppC2 FERBRJ5, BRI FR I T & it Ak
AW A AT T
2.7 BEAEMENEL

T ST 201-AdppC2 1E B W 20 i N A= 7R
(T2 5 ROS A3 0C, Kl BRUPE b A g2
YL ROS ZKF-. 7E 26 °CHIl 37 °CHiFR 441
T, 201-AdppC2 () ROS /KB EALT 201-WT,
L IRURMR AT A 36 70 2% S (] 6A) . L s 20 i
YRR IS, BEE TR I R] Y 2E K 21 AL 9 ROS
IRV HE AL (A B 20 B ) A EL BH S T o R
201-AdppC2 B E WELH ML A 4R ROS 7K F-HH .
TG 201-WT B9 E BELNAE, [RIRME TR E

Table 2 Genes with significantly regulated expression levels

Gene ID* Gene name log, fold change P, Function
26 °C
YP_RS06865  yejF -2.965 2.802x107"?®  Microcin C ABC transporter ATP-binding protein YejF
37°C
YP RS06865  yeiF -1.418 2217x107 Microcin C ABC transporter ATP-binding protein YejF
sRNA00014 - 2.145 0.047 -
YP_RS00405  ¢pxP 1.705 0.035 Cell-envelope stress modulator CpxP
YP RS00700  feoA 1.246 2.851x1077 Ferrous iron transporter A
YP _RS06740  fiuB 1.213 2.564x107 Fused PTS fructose transporter subunit IIA/HPr protein
YP_RS07975 - 1.007 1.645x107° tRNA-Gly
YP _RS09590 - 1.230 1.913x1072 HEAT repeat domain-containing protein
YP_RS11765 bssS 1.118 2.141x1073 Biofilm formation regulator BssS
YP RS13175 - 1.790 2.141x107 Hypothetical protein

*: NCBI reference sequence ASM788v1; —: No annotations.
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