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Toxin-antitoxin system resists phage infection: a review
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Abstract: The toxin-antitoxin (TA) system is ubiquitous in bacteria and archaea. A typical TA
system generally consists of a toxin that inhibits bacterial growth and an antitoxin that neutralizes
toxin toxicity. At present, TA systems are classified into types I-VIII, of which type II system is the
most extensively studied. In addition, researchers have found that there are atypical TA systems
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such as monocistronic TA systems and three-component TA systems. After the discovery of the first
TA system (CcdB/CcdA) in the 1980s, TA systems have been shown to play a key role in the
physiological processes of microorganisms. In this paper, we review the research results about the
roles of TA systems in resisting bacteriophage infections in recent years and summarize the
neutralization mechanisms. In particular, we brief how TA systems specifically sense the invading
bacteriophages and the underlying molecular mechanisms, aiming to provide reference for the
research on the roles and regulation mechanisms of unknown TA systems in the future.

Keywords: toxin-antitoxin; neutralization mechanism; bacteriophage; pattern recognition receptor

7 & -PU 8 & (toxin-antitoxin, TA) RG] 121+
TR A SE R AL b, R0 2 1 20 R R B
i, H B 2R AR 0 A A AR DA T 1 o
AR, WYL R AT LGl R 5 o R bR R
XA R S, MEH, BIEEEY
M AR RN T, TA RECH SR
I-VIIT B TA R G0 IA R 7 40 19 A A i 30
HE Ly T AR EEMTIRED, REHAY)
FUIRETE R A A E R . BT, TA R4
T A5 R RS VRN S AR I T A R e T A
D CAF B AT, ReADEIE ok, 2400
A TA RGEPHE REAS B It 0L I B {4
YL, SCSEFSUAR K HIHESE T MY TA R
FPUEFEAERGDIRE AR, B, AR
T TA REAEHUVER AT RE 7 AR5 E R, T
HREFHRGER T TA RGP IR 24, L
— PP T AR R PER G R AR5
TR 1 Iy 2B I e N AR 4 T
Bl

1 TAZSGW ARG

TA RGLIHH H— DR AR PR R A
B, AR HEPTEE R 094 T (B 11 B RNA) &
BERMP AN I, TA RE08 1-VIID
RN BEERFFAIRA,, WL T —Le R L)
TA Z%i.
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1.1 28 TA RGrMH%E

TA ZG 45y 2 1-VIIT B0 YE T TA &
L e o 87 N T R S SO W €]
JIK, X2 BHASHAR L A4 20 240 iR R
JZ X RNA, #5482 1 mRNA 258k
HF RS, Nmrh AL, TR TA R
G RER MPLRE R AR BT, PR R
SR HEIE & A - AR A Yk
FIFEME; BN, & RES 45MAYEE K ParT i
K EANHL N B NAD S8 A6, MR
ParS 1] UL H #25 ParT A EAEH, 4 B i
PEVI, TIT A TA R G0 155 % — A% R N V)
fitf, PiAEENJE RNAPL 14~ & TA R4 02
FE FE W) 95 L TR B 8 SR S T TRT (Pectobacterium
atrosepticum)f Bk Hh B I FEIV AL TA 248
L, BLERMBRIOVEAR, HENMZEA
FETE AR EAE M . SR, PLisEREwEN T
WEERSIKYNGS, R HERNEHEE,
GhoT-GhoS J& H AifME— B/ V B TA R4,
HAp 8% GhoT M MR ANMNE, (75 EiEAE
KASFHERAS, MiBT#E GhoS FEMLHL M GhoT Ay
mRNA FEEATIHEIM, 78 VI B TA R4, &
2 SocB il i il DNA &2 il (1) 4iE fe e 310 1 20 it
EYE, MPLEEER SocA ML 7EZE SocB # &
fiti ClpXP B2, VII B TA ZEPEE A
[T 11 2 TA RGN+, B AR Y)
g, X RS T RIS B e . AR
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HRR ALK rp AL, VI B TA RgeHh
MR SPIEE RN RNA, RGN EEE
BHLISE tRNA s mRNA $EFR, P02 05
TR 2R SR h A
1.2 FFRHMTA R4

Bk T RnlAB. DarTG % It TA R4S,
R T —SdE 2 i) TA R4, W46 =457
TA RGEHAIL T TA ZE%, filan, J§F
PR T TA 2K CapRel®™®, H N WifE N
Z 0l LLFFH ATP F1 GTP & A% £ B iR AR 17
(pyrophosphate adenosine, ppApp), T2 40 il N
ppApp 3 R R IF R A A Gk, AT
AP AKAFHE O, =415 TA REMIBR TEH M
B R MFEBTRE RSN, B — SN2 7
Ban, o-e-C FiE— NI =47 TA REE,
) e-C #iE o iny T8 TA 248, Hrb ¢
ERBER, J&—FhEE FEE, nT LU S PR
A A L RE 5 A HIT A PR H IR N- St JE-D- 4
B J (urine N-acetyl-B-D-glucosaminidase, UNAG),
Az LR T W R N- Tt A O e -3- T
(uridine diphosphate N-acetylglucosamine 3-phosphate ,
UNAG-3P) , 1% ¥ AT A Sy J0k SR W i K 5 Al i
M ZE M H ], SEORREN Y S N2
i, [EEREZ ¢t nT Ll R R 0 A
B3NS 0 BAAKEIES 5ZIR, Heid
HBHIEFER (5 ATP B45-G RIS, &
FARTETT R ME RS R, @ AT R AT
W HipBA M Z H 1, &3 T HipBST TA &
4, HipT Hl HipS 4% il 5 K i #F B # %
HipA [ C ¥ Ml N 3294 20% (19—, SR
HipT F1 HipS 1 73 5l 4 o 5 2R ML 7 R K 1%
HygER
1.3 TA RGHEYFINEE

U TA R YT 2 A, HEATR
TA RGUREM I A A TE M . —LEb 5k

B, TA REEIRIMEDPM: | 4eRpIL R4
FoE Mk |« IR A AR PR 1 20 o
FET- P RAEE T . SR, BR T 4ERER
R PTG P A RGeS, BRI T TA &
el HAL DI REAAFTE S o I, il &I
KIGFTFH MgsR/MgsA TA R4, Fik mgsRA
ARG S WAk, X PR T MgsR/
MqsATA Z G 76 PUbk e o 48 FH A% 58 0 a5 12
R, AU TA RGAE YR ok e P A
PG R Ay T (TS0
1.3.1  FRAFRE MRV E R

F Jiki LAY CecdA/CedB J2 1 M ERY TA
RGP, Ext BRI R e R EE . CedA 1
h—FPhidE F M AR E, T B A L
DL R R CedB BTEPE. CodB /E AR E—
o fi HEBEM 7], 17 Gyrase & — Fh A2 it e 1 .
B Z ML N EELE I 0 DNA &6, R
SEANMAE T WIR R R H#EAF CedAB, NI
PLEERABEIFE R 4M T, B K CodB &M
Ced-AB & & A9 B 8 9 & 3 s 0L 1
Kl TA 4t Hok/Sok WX} R1 Tk (1) 5 i e 3]
FHEAEFP,
1.3.2 TA RGEREEAPEIINEE

TELE e R, A=A T A3k
P 4 1 Bl AE BIL A ok BRI R AR R . PR T
CRISPR-Cas 2GR GITEE MRS, TR
R T ALFE TA REGAEWNVF 2880 T s 4
S

RUAERAE 1996 4EHEE A B TA &40 0T LUK
P s A HCTF TA R G0 Aol B 1
W R e M A TE R, S D 3B 19 CapRel®™,
PARIS %521~ TA Z 58 AT LA B 3150 W5 T8 1R A e
SRSy, TRV BRI YL HEOE TA 2240 R AL IR
e, IMAHE TA RG0S e b AR D) ik B HEIE R
ok
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2 TA RGN T W PR B AR R R
Bl # e

2.1 RnlA B3 FE# mRNA 1 T4 B

RnlAB J& T 1 % TA #%t, HH#E % RalA
W FRVE A Rnase LS, HA A% R N U1 1)
REY, B 0% B [r) - W5 Mg 2 1) M R 21 I 1Y
mRNA, MK cyad FER FAEBY HriE &
RnIB AT LY RnlA HHE4A5 G, MBRHARER.

FOT it £, RnlA B—Fh %5 B AW
R AZ A= W) 4% 1 TR 45 4 (higher eukaryotes and
prokaryotes nucleotide binding, HEPN)& [, 4%
N ¥ #4 38 (N-terminal domain, NTD), N A ¥iij 8
52 2553 (N-terminal repetitive domain, NRD)F1 C
v 1 97 5 Dmd 1 B (1% 25 4 5% (Dmd-binding
domain, DBD); H.H' NTD XHEY 45 & £ R
B, C Uizt ik BAT MRl HEPN MR &,
FEREY sk ICPiH R RlB 254 A1 BL T, RolA
DEAE2 i —RSIE A7, HiFEER RalB 456 1E
HEPN “ 35, 11 RnlA —R{K5 24
Hfk RalB - FAEAEIE E S8, BHILIEY
$Z3E RX4H MGG e, A6l RlA 792
PE s YR ARG, HUEER RnlB 23 PR
fi, FEHEEZR RolA B, ISR N DTG
e, BRIV B R mRNAR,

RnlAB fig &8 & 7 7 /&4 (abortive infection,
Ab) TN Dmd S22 T4 BEER . BHd i
PRIy, SRR AR AT, SR A
N b Sp AR e el W e 5 N 1]
Bij 1k Wk B AR WO R 2 i Y, B
RnlA HIEPETE T4 W R 5108, EReth
PRFEAE T4 WA AR FE DT A mRNA, BH 1|k 8t
FEH A FIA, M IE T4 WEREIARAGEYLEY ) 24
T4 dmd 58725 [ W T (A S YL I, H#E R RnlB #
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P ClpXP 2 FBGEREME . FEEER RolA B0,
T 2 A A% R N DT 14 9 B 2 RnlA 1] 2 T4
s TR A e 1) mRNA A, FHIE T4 WA R 1%
Ye(B 1o HHELZTR, T4 WG R AT UGS K
FEUR, 2 PR R 0 TR A 4 B 1) Dmd AT A S it 5
£, A MH R RalA BTG, XEWRE
MR AR i gmid B PR R EAR, 5
TmEMNFTERS G, AR T wEEE R
JER LB

2.2 ToxIN TA A%

ToxIN J& —MIFFE B A TE W Hy 1 AL TA &
gt, HPEEZR ToxN AN VIBHGYE, it
TR N— R B EEE P8R RNAPY, 5@
X AR SR AT (R K AAT T ToxN B 544 4 1
Pt 7 £ ToxI & — 4~ 36 nt [ RNA fi& &5
(pseudoknot), JfH. 3 PMHLFER Toxl &5 3 i
Z ToxN il id | iz Y FIIT-RNA AHEAEH], A
B> = FRAKIY ToxN-Toxl 25917,

Fineran 258 P sy 45 WY, % [Q B E B
BN RO RO R (Pectobacterium
carotovorum)[1) toxIN Z 4t 1] LI 12 Abi HLI K
L 903 D A B2 (AR T W TR 1R A2 FT M A 5K
BUtE R . IR R, KIHATFI 1L A TA
ARG toxIN A B RIIRE, @i RNA
MFH AR LI, FEE toxN 7E T4 W A A 3

RnlA

Stable inactive

RnIB degradation
releases RnlA

—

Invade
\§ RnlA degrade mRNA
‘ FAVAV AV AYAYAS

E1 RnlABIIEFEMRNAHKIT TR E K
Figure 1
mRNA.

RnlA resists T4 phage infection by degrading
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IR0 B ST . ToxN 5 B3 i 4 V) #1527
1M AEfE 3 19 mRNA S BH - g B ARGy s Rt
ToxN A2 R HL I A Abi RS ABKE 5| K& 40 il 5E
T, T A BEL BT A s 5 0k 1 7= AP0 A T4-
like WA, JEIA fifd fEAEFH I toxIN TA %
SN TPV R TIRE, Ol & B TifA BB E
P 5 HA R N DB P B 2 ToxN AR &R
RNA 454, IHeAh, TifA AJLIZ54S RNA, RIK
5# R ToxN i KA M A RNA, FEHIE 16S
tRNA L, DB B— A~ 40 8 1) 2 1 o -
RNA E4W), HHiFER ToxN 4 F A FRRAEN,
2.3 DarTG @il ADP #% #EE £ DNA
PH BFIE B 4 dsDNA £ il

DarTG J&—REZFUAEY )2 0 i
TA RE0, HIRTEGZ BT E o g s,
% % DarT A — 1> DUF4433 255k, HA
ADP- ¥ Wi Jt ¥ %% [ (ADP-ribosyltransferase,
ADPRT) WM. SR, 5 EAZ 40 Ml h ART %
NAD" I 1) ADP-#% Wl 56 4% # 1) 8 (1 T AT,
DarT # & VL7 51 4R¢ 50 19 77 X0 55 DNA 119
i i s e T ADP-AZBESE AL DT 52 i)
DNA [ #], 535 RecA K VT HE; HidHs
DarG B — MRk gs ek, —rmnl LI 58 %R
DarT HiEHAE, 75— HWREE S ERN T
i) ADP-RZHERAL &1, LIXUE s e £ i
P S 5 oK g B A R R (Escherichia coli) B
DarTG 545#% W) DarTG A — & J U=z 4k, A4
B K DarG L 2 B[R] AR 2 o A 2 Y Bk
—J7 AR N g 5 2 Bk DNA | 1) ADP-#%
BEIE, S — 7 A il DLE i R A C ik R
R TYREpR

Il , WA YA B A AR U E W AL
HoAh B 8 R GE I & B T 5 DarTG [FlE K 2 A4
TA £%:, B DarTG1 il DarTG2; iX 2 4> TA &
girh, # % DarT ARJE ADP-WEILHL B W 5 I

A, MPLHERE TARMEAREE; Hi,
DarG1 HA —4> YbiA KEE A, 1 DarG2 i) N
Ui W 45 — > macrodomain 45 4 35 ; fiff 55 3% B
RB69 il T5 Wit i 4% (14 /B4 gt 23 ff 7 & DarT PR
RE, R BN TE /A DNA ) ADP- 4% Bl 5k
e, BHIERR R ®, #2052 ) i s TR
PR JIURE () 7= A S S X I A R R e I A A
A DNA HEATIREEMN R, A B 70% R0 HE
A& i /) DNA 5k A B ik, IR R & R
DarT1 fie BH 1k W & A% 9 52 il 7111 B 8 57 DNA
HUFAE--Oul

DarT ZZ A% Tk B 78 240 i i 47 2ok 3Rk w2
fifi BL4% DNA (single-stranded DNA, ssDNA) %
MR R B, DarT /Eh—FPRE R, BHA
ADP WA R BTG, ZEVOE IS AT LLSE 2oh o
LN ) DNA #E17 ADP A BE Ak, BH W7 I TR 44
4% DNA (double-stranded DNA, dsDNA) {9 &
Hil1*%1, Groslambert ZEIHF 58 M, DarT #HHE A
JETE DNA &G BB AR, MR E
i B2 rh A DNA B9 61, 11 DarG fE hi s
R, HA ADP-/KS#EIETE, v LI EEZR DarT
XY B T, B TR B S
EWERAE S A E . 2 OmEAIE S
2.4 CapRel™BidF1 & ppApp FME
B RE e B A R

AR LR TA RGP UE B AR HEA I A B e
AP EEE LR, (X Tk TA RG]
BAIE R AR AR I T TA RAEEIEGER
WA PR ATERE . CapRel™ &5 1Ml
T8 1 8 15 42 DA DL A% A s S A A OG 43F
Fi 3 (pathogen-associated molecular patterns,
PAMPs) J7 3K TH 1] I 81 1< 40 A 1) 3 AR 52 B 1
(major capsid protein, MCP) # TA % 4!,
CapRel®* J& T 4F 3 7 & T A — 25 toxSAS
PGB ERG, 7 toxSAS TA RAEHH R
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RHS Xl H, BA -GN “WEFS”
(alarmone) &5 3, & AT L JH#E ATP, &
Ji% ppApp I AN A K B AT LK ATP
HFEREIR A5 3] (RNA L, X HE T EwRR fb &
i, SRR SRR RR I E . O A
9 JLA> toxSAS TA R g, BIFI &/ S 1Y
toxSAS TA A4tH, PiRER ATfaRel2 Y ZFP 4%
P SRBEAE R 1L ATP PEA FaRel2 553 () FEBERRER
HEARA 5 5 T P24 ppApp TR (5 5 Y toxSAS
TA R4, Tisl PLEER G T EBIRELZ K4S
B P,

CapRel®™*® |y LA™ TPl I3 52 AE 4 5 1) R G 21
B, e PERRSPERMGIELXN TA R4,
CapRel™ [l IR ZERIfEATRIA, H N i je—4
PRSI AZ TR AR W TR R4S A 8, I 4540 A7
TET alarmone & AT (RNA-FEBEIR L LB
RERERMEM; M C Bt RmyIhng, It
H 59 F# 55 E 5 F & WU (bacterial alarmone
synthetase, SAS) B A [&] I ¥, #F 1 & WL
alarmone ppApp, XZEMHE IR RITH LA —2K
JTZATTER TA REE, HPhEEREEH ATP k

MR IR SL B 5 t(RNA 19 37-CCAPY, AT il
tRNA [ ZSERBE AL A E AR 5C RSH-RelA X 24
Mz EERR YU AN, R 1 B A (B 2)

CapRel™* [ T g6 55 SECO27 10 B 4 Zi
) MCP &84 . bR C smbids R iz 4h,
H [l — L5 % A i 9T £ 8, Basl1 WEE {4
H A 2 4 trigger, # UL ¥ 7% CapRel®*,
CapRel®"*® g% 1 A H 1 B0 AR 58 2 AR Y
sensor Xk B 45 & FURHAT 5 MCP 58 2 NG |
IRE LR 58 2 R B BRI Gps4P2,
2.5 TAC ZGHMEEERTIEE

R - P07 &% - 7 1 18 (toxin-antitoxin-
chaperone, TAC) & 4t il — 1~ HigBA Z&AU ) 11 Y
TA RGEHM—77F 1R SecB 1k, TEIZFRSE
Hr, FEZR HigB J&— MBI 10 A% A% R il
(ribonuclease), fEUE VI FIRMEIA A L5456 1
mRNA, MIMHHE A BTG, MPiEESR r A
P HIUAK 1 T HigBA 1 SecB 1) 3t [7] 75 FHE)
it , WS R TR T TAC RS HA Pl
RIIREM TA RS0, TEMERMBGET, s
15 SecB REMSAEFFHIRE R MA@ M, DA 5F

capsid
prc?tein‘ o

CapRels”(ﬁ‘

e
CapRelS™®

) Translation
Major ) H

» C:

-— -

Bacterial genome

&2 CapRel™*@i3 TR RppAppHNE H R A BRIKIALEE B2
Figure 2 CapRel®'* affects protein synthesis to resist phage infection by accumulating ppApp.
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e, EEERARYLS , SecB £l i [ fift Stable inactive HigB

YU ORI R B I M, DT BEL Lk s B 1R 11
B R ST R T E. coli NT1F31 Hiffy
HigBAC TA 40 & FEHUME BRI YL 1) 2 FHIL T
5 MtbTAC 1 ) MtbSecB 43 T ££ 18 25 1,
HigBAC H1(#% SecB i1 757 75 i 5 S M RS X
FKHAH TRENRERN 0B X
I3 (chaperone addiction, ChAD), %X FHi#E
F M CuR A2 B B R R YL, HigBAC
g ] DL I AR ) R gpV,
F 4y T f 18 HigC LIAHRIR 7 N4 A gpV 5
ChAD, WEIERRY gpV 2se P A SHaER I
ChAD, FHEWLEE R AAES 77 F 18 HigC 454,
NI R R i, X — i B4 0G HigB B R AT
P, 3 S R R LRI T R 1) 55 (1 3,

T HigBAC Z %), CmdTAC )8 F TAC
24, K H KHFFE ECOR22 ) CmdTAC (tHFK
PD-T4-9)', #% CmdT /&1 HEA HYE K%
ADP-1ZAME LR RS T RE N B, THIEE R
J CmdA, 7EiZ TA 2% %, 4 THEBEERY
CmdC E A BRI AR ACTE 8 RN A, Y
PR R AR, B A Y T4 WERAR A e R
H 2 %% CmdC JB&#1, MO fil & CmdC M
CmdTAC 3Bk, 80X TA REMNAFUE
MPLEER CmdA HIFEMF, B4 FEEA ADP-#%
S B B T 0 75 R AR
2.6 AriB BT Y]ZEI7E £ tRNA" T
[EIRENRE2C

20 B v TR AR B PR 5 5 & 4t (phage anti-
restriction-induced system, PARIS)J& % T # % &
)AL T &4 TR PR Ly 7 0 5% 1 e s TR AR R 4
AT RS 2 E R E A Y pa
FEME A TR A S ; PARIS f135 1 4> SMC %
% ATPase #E 1 AriA 1 1 4~ 4 J& #K #i 1Y
TOPRIM/OLD FKJGA% W2, SCHirbtot k],

MtbSecb
—
\

l ChAD Comp.etit.ive
combination

# . ©
—_—

HigA degradation Aclive

releases HigB HigB

B3 MEEFEEEIBELDGpVAHIEHIEBAC, 1]
AEDAE BT A R

Figure 3 The HigBAC can resist phage infection by
recognizing the GpV tail protein of phage.

T7 WETR AR Ocr AT A8 AT LA 3k % 240 4
f) PARIS e R 4508, o fmFoe 45 R 0,
PARIS BE#E T7 Wit B 14 4 A5 1% 25 (1 5% Ocr 3075
Ocr & Ffy i AL fr (9 2R, R IERA B A AL AL
DNA, 7¢I BUIBR GG R A1 BREX BiifHl R 48
H, Ocr 1T LA & AT 9 B s 17 44 2 BERY
PARIS H'1# AriA Fl AriB %] T Hbi v i A o) g
FZ TR, 3T Pull-down SCHG & L, AriA
i ATPase 1% MEXF T AriA Il AriB f2H %5 & 56 5
B, WX T AriB B4 B WIJCEE M s AriA 5 Ocr
(45 & Sl K e AR ATPase 75 1, {H 0121
AriA 454 ATP 1 Walker A &A= 587%, 255400
AriA 5 Ocr 45410,

TSR & BE, PARIS J&F 11 % TA &
4, Hrh AnA fERPLEEZR, 1M AriB W78 5
R, TERZRMERKEEE, BT ArnA
2546, R AnB AT REHRE, IRAR
I AR L BRI AT T PARIS RGHILEH, KR
B ArA LIS RAKIE X AFTE, 1 ArA Al
AriB ¥ 28— F 9 6:3 SR ARUK BRIR Y
EEY, IR T ERE; 5 AirA 708
7R AirB AR £ R (RNA ((RNAYY),
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AT BELVBIT 8 1 0T R et A, A B A A
BANMIAE TSN, AL, TS MEREAEI AT DLk —
A (RNAYS By 58 A8 14, IR I X A 28 735 1R R Bk
PARIS V1%, MIiiGENZIkEE PARIS TA R LML
OEARE S TR

3 REE5REE

R R, TA REGEAEERMAY 007
BRIz, HSHEDRBURMEE X, X
— RS IR TR MY ER K E L2 R
LR FRJEASCHE S RN TA REE, fEiE
L B H I ) SO W TR AR A7, AT & 5 K
PIBTIE AR T B . W DR BB A5 R S M R S A R
MANS 4N B 25 PR 7= A, B b &
P — AR5 SR, B R B Ay 19 an
TA Z#%t. CRISPR-Cas Sy RG, &N MR
PR= A R, T AT Tk |, R R B
1R AR ) R R RR ) TR, X TA R4
PURIEAT IR ABESE , ANUH B T i — 20 L fige 4
BRI BRI AIL A, 38 T SR a8 1 s R0 1 s T A o 591
PEAL PR SLah FUR B, [FIE AR Tolk i
W PR A5 Y A6 [T R BT I 874

(-

R IR SCRERE 580G KRR
B2 R SCHEAT TH B ERISE . 5T T
VEIHILEL T AHIESCHR

B2 A 25 vk RAFE WA
{6 74 WA A7 1 T (0 7 Rl 2 B0 A ST 4
G TAERIC AT R A AR .

B3R
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