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WBILF R EABRARME BAHMT2 KRB R AWK, FRFEABLEREHA N 5H. [4R]
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Molecular mechanism of arginine methyltransferase BcHMT?2 in
regulating the growth, development, and pathogenicity of
Botrytis cinerea

LI Yubo"*, DENG Siqil#, DONG Guang’ en', ZANG Jinping', SI Helong', DONG Jingaol’z,
XING Jihong"*', ZHANG Kang"**

1 Hebei Key Laboratory of Plant Physiology and Molecular Pathology, Baoding, Hebei, China
2 State Key Laboratory of North China Crop Improvement and Regulation, Baoding, Hebei, China

Abstract: [Objective] To elucidate the role of arginine methyltransferase in the growth,
development, and pathogenicity of Botrytis cinerea. [Methods] Bioinformatics approaches were
used to perform sequence alignment, phylogenetic analysis, and conserved domain prediction
of the arginine methyltransferase HMT2 from eight fungal species, including B. cinerea,
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Fusarium graminearum, and Magnaporthe oryzae. The gene encoding
this enzyme in B. cinerea was identified as BcHMT?2. The BcHMT?2-deleted mutant was constructed
via homologous recombination, followed by phenotypic characterization and pathogenicity assays.
[Results] The BcHMT2-deleted mutant exhibited a significantly reduced growth rate, significantly
weakend cell wall-degrading enzyme activity, and decreased sclerotial production and conidiation.
Meanwhile, the hyphal cells became smaller and the conidial morphology was abnormal. In
addition, the mutant displayed markedly attenuated pathogenicity on tomato fruits and tobacco
leaves. [Conclusion] This study reveals the regulatory role of BcHMT2 in the growth,
development, and pathogenicity of B. cinerea, providing novel insights into the research on the
prevention and control of gray mold.

Keywords: Botrytis cinerea; arginine methyltransferase; BcCHMT2; growth and development;
pathogenicity
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W iy, o o5 22 SR P FUH I IR I . SR S TR I
YRR WA, o A A 20 M RE A% 0 21 43
LR YL,

EA R RS R EE AR
Jra, H i A R o DG,
B 22 e Tl IR . RG 2 R B A 1 ) 41X
B AR A AT R Al . B
— WA, G 2R ) DL Al L X AR
T AR IR X AR T e s o Y K
IR W A 25 1 BORS Z08R T 5 4 i (protein
arginine methyltransferases, PRMTs) {1t , Ff L)
S- % H B 2 R (S-adenosylmethionine, SAM)
HHJE AR, 2 1 ORG24 2 1 IO i+ HH
B B, AP PRMTs (ST EEAE T
FER R IT FOK R SR AR, R It R R A
e % E 9 A PRMTS™, K A % E
8 AU, FEMMIFEE R, C%EE ) Hmtl, Hsl7
A Rmt2 3t 3 Fil PRMTs, Hrf Hmtl £ 324y
K2R PR, S5 RE . kil
HEAf . mRNA 854 X555 355 2/ A )+
R, EARAYMT, AMTI #EuEse & #F £ %
A TIRe, HE R S S BUR RS 5 B0R
T R AR AR IR R W A £
IR BT EAMSE, AR K A I A T
e JCHE . L, ARMFRA A 2=
T2 DI A 7 6 Hh 5 0 RS 2 R Y BE A RS il A 1A
BcHMT? , i ik ¥ 7 R 58 A2 A4 53 B HOG) K 7
AR RE LBOR I, A5 ST
B RS 2 IR WY e A% Il e A g 61 AR K R M
R R AT ae SRS, — 7 IR A
it BT 120 L TR Y B0 43 LB 55 S B e LA
I3 — 7 TR A 7 8 3 U BH IR A v K
B 4 X R R A

1 M5

1.1 ##
A5 BT FH 1) R Y8 8 2H 384K R pBS-pUC

A o LR R A KB % f (Botrytis cinerea)¥f
A8 B0S5.10, Fmidnffoh < U 5027, MHRT G
WA FC A B (Nicotiana benthamiana). V) ¥
BIR ARSI = L,
1.2 REZE BcHMT? EFRHEYIER
FoHh

FI|F Ensembl Fungi £{#& )% (http://fungi.ensembl.
org/index. html) Fil NCBI %% #i& J (http://www. ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov), 3k B JK % %5 ft (Botrytis cinerea) .
BT [ B (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) . 7R 4% #i 4t
(Fusarium graminearum). F3JE0% E (Magnaporthe
oryzae). FLHE WK R (Neurospora crassa). #i ]
B (Aspergillus flavus). 14 8 M B (Aspergillus
nidulans) Fl [ (0,5 2K 8 (Candida albicans) 8 Fh H
9 HMT2 75 fi ) ClustalX2 2R 4F5¢ i
EREAFIINZIFI, BRI MEGA 7.0
R AR 4B 21 (neighbor-joining method )44 £ 5
SRBE W, BE bootstrap B & IKEH 500 1K,
PISGIER B KA AERE
1.3 BcHMT2 BEERFRFRET AHIE

MR 5 JK ) 7% £ 4 L [ 4 DNA J¥ 41 % 11
BcHMT2 HEPRIHIJE 800 bp 73l i . 5 [FIEVE
FEET . 5 RIJVE 5305 pBS-pUC #ifk 4, 1
AR, A TR AR F A 3
PR%E A K H L BOS.10 B9 B A JedA b, Ak ik
Iile, M 0.1% 8 R A 0.2% &N H &R
(ampicillin, Amp) Y RPDA 1537 37 55 < H i
22, FRRRE KNG, HHER 2 ESER
PDA i dk I, T 20 °CRRE AT FE R . PR
DRI TN % TR 226 45 22 XLpT PDA KR dit, HA 0
D3,
14 RPREBUCTFHRDTERE

K HI CTAB 43 ) £ UK 4 % 160 B A 7Y
B05.10 F1 3 M4 TAYFE N 4] DNA, {15 PCR
B HAT DNA K-S0 o 43 sl $ OB ) 76 R 57
A= 81 B05.10 F1 3 MEALT- ) RNA, SRJ5 B4
1 B 71050 £ (Biosharp A H]) A il cDNA, H

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn



3892

LI Yubo et al. | Acta Microbiologica Sinica, 2026, 66(8)

PP BRE IR G U A5 o LA Tubulin K N
Z N, LUEFAE A B0S.10 A1 3 AN EE 4L T 1Y
cDNA J#i#, FIFH qPCR FARKM 3 N4k +
o BcHMT2 &R B kK. § AR R (20 pL):
cDNA 3 uL, 2xHieff gPCR SYBR Green Master
Mix (No Rox) 7 uL, I, FUF514(10 umol/L)£%
0.4 uL, ddH,0 9.2 uL. KW FEFF: 95 °CHIALE
6 min; 95 °CAE 10s, 59.5°CiEk 20s, 72 °C
FEAH 20 s, 40 NEFR. BLAL, FEFAE R AD
3 ANEEAL THERNS] PDA B3R 144 )5,
PERAS AR B T BB L poAE s 1 g,
AEFHRBUR 1 mL, vK¥ 10 min (5 2 min JR2)
1K), 4°C. 12 000 r/min &.0> 20 min, K [
5145 E T =80 CCUKFRIRAF o SR FIFH Western
blotting £ R 1741 & H H3 M H3R2me2a (1) 44
ki, AT 1Y W 1,

1 BcHMT2RSFREIAIIES|)

Mt

1.5 ABcHMT? RERWEZERZSU
B AR E

K HH 8 mm FTALARE ] — A=K B B 4 A 7
B MRS ABcHMT2 53 735 1A TR 1k TR 75 100 2% 4T LT
Yk, #8:ZE itk PDA B3k, BT 20 °CHR
MR 4 do B F EE B B I F 10 SRR VR
HE, SEAKYEE 3 RAEYFEL . FIH
GraphPad Prism 6 8dfs 4T 5L R 3207 225047
*: P<0.05 ZHRE; **: P<0.01 ZRRE.
1.6 ABcHMT? SRTIRHIE 22 F 7S ER

43 A RIS A B A BURD ABeHMT2 587544
I RRIERR B T PDA 5353 b, FFAEREAN B
FREE ARG 3 KA S8 . T 20 CCRARE &4
TRFESd A, FIADLE BB R 2P,
M IE 0 B A B B05.10 B 2 725 14K 1 22 40 B )

REMTEEL ., HRERBCE 3 P EE .

Primer sequences (5'—3’)

GCGGCCGCGAAAATTCTGAGCGGTTAAGGATT
ACTAGTGATTATGTTTGTATTGTGCTTGGAA
CTCGAGAGAGCTCTTCCAAATTCCTAAGTAA
GGTACCATCCCCCGGGTATACTTTCCA
CCAGGGCCATCGAGCTTCAATATC
AGGCGATGTTCGGGGATTC
GTAGAAACCATCGGCGCAG
AAACCCAACCTGTCTGCAGACCAAA
CTATTCCTTTGCCCTCGGA
ATGAAAAAGCCTGAACTCACCGC
TCCTTGCAATGTTGAATCATAGCAT
AGGTGACACATTGGAAACAAGGTGT
ATATAAATTAACGGCGAGGAGGTAA
TCTTCAACATATAATTTAGTGCCGG
GTACCGATGCCTACCGTGAC
CACCAGCTTTGGCACAGAAC
TCTGGCGAGCACGGTCTTGACGGTT

Table 1  Primers for construction of the BeHMT?2 knockout vector
Gene names Primer names
BcHMT? BcHMT2-1-F

BcHMT2-1-R
BcHMT? BcHMT2-11-F
BcHMT2-TI-R
BcHMT?2, hygromycin B BcHMT2-P1
BcHMT2-P2
BcHMT?2, hygromycin B BcHMT2-P3
BcHMT2-P4
BcHMT?2, hygromycin B BcHMT2-P5
BcHMT2-P6
BcHMT? BcHMT2-P7
BcHMT2-P8
BcHMT?2 BcHMT2-P9
BcHMT2-P10
BcHMT?2 BcHMT2-qRT-F
BcHMT?2-qRT-R
Tubulin Tubulin-F
Tubulin-R

TGGCTCCAAATCGACGAGGACGGCA

P4 actamicro@im.ac.cn, 7 010-64807516
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1.7 ABcHMT?2 3275 {4 i B2 P R By JE 14
M E

YUY A RN ABcHMT2 5875 (A (0 T 35 A
& PDB ', TERBEFMFTHFR 15d, BUNE A
IE IR EGE A . FREL 0.1 g T8 F PEAT IR, $2H
PRI R PN 40 L R 5 A il SR T U8 R BRI 4 5
() 2 TRV, RS KT IO 8 o 1) R 9 it 2 . R
IR T 17 1 R I3 7] 85 (Biopike A A FEF 4 R
Tt 335 P AR 3 7 (bt RS F R A FRA FD),
45 6 B bn R A TR RR A M N L SRR
(polygalacturonase, PG)F1 4T 4 2 iff (cellulase, Cx)
MG PE, W 3HER.
1.8 ABcHMT2 R A EBF RS
FERENE

B[R — A KA B AR R | ABcHMT?2 287514
HHERN 2 ICHiME PDA 53538, B TERHE
FaREFE 15 do FHIE Y ddHO0 #hk T LA i B
22 2-3 I, 3 4 R AR IR A4 A R
PR R U DS (182 8 - €T R A s A o 4 &=
KA 0 R TR IRORIR S IS, E B T
BT LS. BRI E 3 N EHE
1.9 ABcHMT?2 FRE1RBIBUR TN E

3 PR TR — A5 K B T %) B A= RN ABcHMT2
AR MR PR B JC U E PDA Ki Rt b, Kigs
7dJE, & HBRERN 10 mm WER, BAHCE
FH AR E g b KRR R A Y E T
TRIBE T, F 25 CCRRME AT R g%, M
2 d J5id s BE I AR AT R R R A
3HER

2 BER54M

21 REEHARESEBRPEERBEEAR
BcHMT? BIE7E

i 77 Ensembl Fungi FI NCBI %4 A 3k UK
i AL ERWNEERE . ORARA . BRI . R

REPk LGS . B . M S & A B ek
It 8 Fh E I ) HMT2 & (¥ 51, I MEGA
7.0 AT Z R AN X M ARG R T 45
WoR, 8 FhELH A HMT2 5 )% 5 ARl 8 v
(I 1A), Hr BeHMT2 5 H 4 7 &AM T
HI AR LPE 4> 5 K 57.05% . 47.39%. 56.82%.
56.88%. 60.04%. 57.67%. 50.17%, #¢H HMT2
FEE A AT SRR S B RIE O R E Y i
— B SMART F1 Pfam B0l 5 /0 A 45 <1 45 44
B, JfE I IBS AL A A Sk, R T
AR TR 9 HMT2 8 345 A7 B8 1) B L
I (methyltransferase) 25 3[4 1B), F&T ik
YNGR 20T, WP HEWT BeHMT2 1)K %
6 AR R P S R B LA
2.2 BcHMT2 mifRRTANEES 5F
k5

WP BcHMT2 5& A i B o6 w1 it 51 9
(B 2A), XFARAF 3 Bk AL F 64T 0 502 .
DNA /K P20 B, AR 514 P1/P2 Al
P3/P4 444, 3 BRFEALFI94K4529 1 400 bp 1 H
FRE&AT, TEFA 7 B0S.10 A4 38 H AH R 4575
FI P25 R LD |11 PS/P6 471G, ek T35
25 800 bp &7, HPAERTCAAN . HE— R K
WE5| 4 P1/P7, P8/P4, P9/P7 Fl P8/P10 il 17
PCR %:5E, %53 W/ B4 A B05.10 9744 H 24
800 bp (P1/P7 F1 P8/P4) Fl 1 500 bp (P9/P7 Fi
P8/P10) I FE S 2ty , I Ak AR ARATAH IV 5%
M5 2B), EA BeHMT2 3 O 9 s Eh 2

BESEOKOERGIN s, 3 MR TP BcHMT?
FE DR Tk e T A AU 2 R IR (R 20). &
H7KF I, Western blotting £l 2H & FH HH 34k 15
Wik kM, SEARMLL, i TFhasEa
H3R2me2a [ H A KT B3 TR, MAEA
H3 1N SRR —20(K 2D), IR ZE IR SR
Uittt T BcHMT2 SRR o2 281K, F Hanp 2
} ABcHMT2-1. ABcHMT2-2. ABcHMT2-3,

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn
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A
® 20 * 40 # 60 . 80 % 100 * 120
FgHMT2 sss-sa=a-msas-tass- MSVHDSVS——-————| DEAEWLDLESD-EESTPITSFFTSQTFSTVAAMLEDSVKNHGYNFVEDVQKLOLDFHGAVKLYNFVRDHVKSGLPLBKDITAKDLEDDKYLRPV : 101
NcHMT2 MAAQASTSAAQSEPRRNDYSSASDSGSDASSSSGDEDEWLDODEEQEEAPAITSHLDDHVEPBVVSMLN-YCKDKGLDFLAIRDRLNLDFYGLIKLINFIRSKVEEGVPLPAEITAADLEDDRYLKPV : 127
MOHMT2 —===========————————— MPDSVSSSSSDSGSESGWIDAENEVEDAPTIISLLDDQTFSDALSMVN-YCKEKGEDFLATRDRLGLDEFYGCIKLINFVRQKVHEGAHLBKE ITKEDLEDDKYLKPV : 106
BcHMT2 -MSAQVPDVEKYAPSDFGSSEASDILDLKDDEGWEDAEPEEEEQNQFVSLLDDEVETDMNAMIQHCKEKCGEDFLEVRQKLGLDFYGS IKLTNY LRSKTQSGEKPSSNISMADLEDEKYLKPV | 122
AfHMT2 --MSVSIPSDRPPKDDDSCSTHSEDSDISNEEGWEDVEPD-DETQPVVGLFSEKVYPDVLSMLOETKDKHNEDLRRIQKELDLDFLGT IKLVNY IRSOVKAGNLSBDVSSKSNFEDEVYLKPV | 120
AnHMT2 --MSAPSAAERPLKDIDRDSLASEDSDATDEEGWEDVEPD-DETQPVVGLFSDKVYPDVRSMLKESKDKHDEDLRKLQKELDLDFLDT IKLVNY IRSSVKKGNMTPDLSSKDKFQSEIYLKPV : 120
ScHMT2 e e E o
CaHMT2 - - -
s w d m
* 140 x 160 * 180 il 200 240 *;

FgHMT2 LENDALIFSLDEVLETI-- TTDODKDGILAARNRELEEELEKLKDQFANYRLTVOETLDKRWGDDTETT - -PIEKKDDSAYYFESYAAHETHETML @ 193
NcHMT2 LDDDALILCLDDLPESSGTGAEASAAGTQKGADAPAVDELIQRNAELQAQLEQLSKQFSNYRLAVOOTLDQRWQADDDDKDAAKGKAAAAAAAAAPSGPAPEGPAAKEGASDYYFESYAHNDIHETML : 255
MoHMT2 LDDDAFIICLDDLPDPS-— PAAAGKAAAPAGDAEDLRTKNSELOAELDKLARQFADYRLAVQOTLDORWGEDDAPAPGAAAGASSSSGGAAAAKSADGAVEKPKDDSKYYWESYAHNEIHEIML @ 228
BcHMT2 LEDDAFLFCLDDLPDIVE- ENEGAGNGKEVESGPLVTRVSELEEELRKIQSQFENYRNTVNETLDERWNKSAGPSEAK— -KEEKRDDDSQYFTSYSYNDIHETMI, : 224
AfHMT2 LEDDALLYSLDDIEDQDP- —-EVPGGTEAERRVTELQEDLERLQSQFSEYRIAVOKSMEEQLSKEDEKLISA- -ASSAQKSTSKAEAIDSDYFSSYSYNGIHESML @ 221
AnHMT2 LEDDALLYSLDDIEDEEPG EAVGETQAERQVVELQEELERLQIQFSEYRLAVOKSLEEQLTKEDEKLP ~LTPAGRTSTKAEEVDSDYEFTSYAYNGIHESML : 220

ScHMT2 ~ -— —-MSKTAVKDSATE-— -KTKLSESEQHYFNSYDHYGIHEEML:@ 37
CaHMT2 i -KSQLSKFEQHYFSSYDHFGIHEEML: 32
el Y5 SY IHE ML
260 i 280 * 300 i 320 * 340 il 360 s 380

FgHMT2 KDTVRTDAYRDFIYNNKHIFKDKVVLDIGCGTGILSMFAAKAGAKQVIAVDKSDIIVKARENIFHNGLSDVITTLKGAIEDVKLPVDQVDIIVSEWMGYCLLYEAMLPSVLYARDRYLKP-DGILAPS : 320
NcHMT2 KDTVRTEAYRDFIYQNKDLFAGKVVLDIGCGTGILSMFCAKAGAKQVIAVDRSEIIDKARENIYANGLSDVIVTLKGRIEEVILPVEKVDIIVSEWMGYCLLYEAMLNSVLWARDKYLAP-QGLLVPS * 382
MoHMT2 KDTVRTEAYRDFIYNNKHLFKDKVVMDIGCGTGILSMFCARAGAKLVIAVDNSDI IDKARENIFNNGLSSTITCLKGKVEEVVLPVPQVDI IVSEWMGYCLLYEAMLPSVLWARDRYLKPDTGLVVPS * 356
BcHMT2 KDTVRTDAYRDFIYNNKSLFAGKTVLDVGCGTGILSMFCAKAGAARVIGVDNSDIIEKARENIENNGFADKITLLKGKVEEVNLPVEHVDIIVSEWMGYCLLYEAMLDSVIWARDKYLKP-DGLMVPS * 351
AfHMT2 KDAIRTDGYRDFIYENKHLFKDKVVLDVGCGTGILSMFCAKAGARKVISVDNSNIIDRAKEIIHENGFGDVITCIRGKIEEVTLPVPQVDIIVSEWMGYCLLFEAMFDSVIYARDRYLAP-GGLMVPS * 348
AnHMT2 KDTIRTDSYRDFVYENKHIFKDKVVLDVGCGTGILSMFCAKAGARKVISVDNSNIIDRAKEIVYENGEGDVITCIRGKIEEVTLPVEQVDIIISEWMGYGLLFEAMFDSVIYARDRYLAP-GGLMAPS * 347
ScHMT2 QDTVRTLSYRNAIIQNKDLFKDKIVLDVGCGTGILSMFAAKHGAKHVIGVDMSSIIEMAKELVELNGFSDKITLLRGKLEDVHLPFPKVDIIISEWMGYFLLYESMMDTVLYARDHYLVE-GGLIFED 164
CaHMT2 KDTSRTLSYRNAMYRNKDLEFKDKIVLDVGCGTGILSMFAVKAGAKHVYSVDMSSIIDKAKEIVELNGESDKITLLOGKLEDINLPVDKVDIIISEWMGYFLLYESMLDTVLYARDRYLVE-GGLIFPD: 159
kDt RT YR1f6y NK 6FkdK V6D6GCGTGILSMF a4aGA Vi VD S II A4E 6 NG d It 6 G 6E 6 LPv VDII6SEWMGY LL5EaM 3V65ARD YL p Gé66 Ps

* 400 * 420 * 440 * 460 * 480 * 500 *

FgHMT2 SATIWIAPVADQEYISDHITFWRDVYGEFDMKTMQOEGIYEEARVEAMPOSSLCGEPYPFKVLDLHTIKTEDLOFTAKWASNITREVENVDGFLIWEDNFETTARSD-PVPPAETTPDTWDKK——————— 1 440
NcHMT2 HGNMWIAPVSEQEYIAEYVDEWRDVYGFDMKVMQKGIYEDCRMEVRPAETVCGTPASFGLLDFHTVKVEDLVEFTAKWOSAFDDKAESHDGFLVWWDVEFFARNRVDESIK-LDTKAQEWVAETAGKGGD * 509
MoHMT2 HASMWVAPFADQDWVDDHVTEWRDVYGFDMRAMOEGICLDSHIEVVPSSSAAGEPSMFRMLDLHACTTADLVEDVPYRSAATRDADRLDGFLIWFDIFFATDRDPKAVEPADVTAASWSED :

BcHMT2 HMNMWVAPVADPDYVADHIDEWRDVYGEFDMKAMQOAGIHDDTQVLDMPASTICGEPFPFLOLSLHTTTVKDLTFKRKWESKLTODVDTLDGFMIWEDSFFMPSRKD--EVPENAKAEEWAKE
AfHMT2 HATLRIAPFADPDFIDSHISEFWNDVYGFNMRSMLTGIYDEALVRSVQOPSTIPGDSSVFLPLPLHTITVDELSFLKEFQVTLNEDVDSLDGWAIWFDIFFMPSRDS--PISDDAIPSEMQOKK
AnHMT2 HATLRIAPLADPDLVQSHIGEWHDVYGEFNMKSMLTGIYDEALVRTVPSSVIAAESQIFLTLPLHTITVEELSFLKEFELTLKEDVDALDGWAIWFDIFFMPSRDS--TLPPNATPADLQKK
ScHMT2 KCSIHLAGLEDSQYKDEKLNYWQODVYGEDYSPFVPLVLHEPIVDTVERNNVNTTSDKLIEFDLNTVKISDLAFKSNEFKLTAKRQ-DMINGIVTWEDIVEPAPKGK-—
CaHMT2 KCOMYTIAGIEDAQYKDEKIHYWEDVYGFDYTPFIKTAMEEPLVDTVNNOSLITKGTQFFEFDINTVTKEQLSIKRKFELOAIDN-DYCHAFIVYWDAVEP---GK~-—

6 6ap d 6 5W DVYGFIm m g 6 £ 1 ht LE 5 d g 55D fF

520 * 540 * 560 * 580 *
FgHMT2 DOGGVAFTTGPSGTVTHWKOGLLIAPPEANPSKKCP--KSLSGEIVETAADDNARALVLRASWTDS- --EGDSRQOHSWOLK: 516
NcHMT2 KDARVAFTTGPFGEPTHWROGLMLLDKNKVKETKPAPGKKIAGEIEYITAENHERGLNLRVIWAAE ~-GEKEQTQTWLLH: 587
MoHMT2 REDRVAFTTGPFGKPTHWKOGILPI-KQOEAPAVKLVKGQOPVEGNLALTI PKDNPRGLMLKVTWNGE —--DGKVODQSWEC-: 555
BcHMT2 EKKGVAFTTGPKAKVTHWKOGVLLIDTAKYQPEGHKAGEQISGDLEY¥LVADDYSRALTIGVDWKFEDG --EEAAKSQOTWKMR: 549
AfHMT2 ——-GFVAFTTGPDGPETHWQOGILLIDHGKKSALPLKKGQOTITGKVGYQOKKSKESRSLDISIEWNVQ ~-EGEKGSQEWSLO: 543
AnHMT2 --GIVSFTTGPDGKETHWOOTILLIDHGKKHAAPLKKGQLIKGKVGYOKKDSNSRSLNITVEYDAG- --VGERGSQONWALQ: 542
ScHMT2 -RPVEFSTGPHAPYTHWKQTIFYFPDDLDAE- -TGDTIEGELVCSPNEKNNRDLNIKISYKFESNGIDGNSRSRKNEGSYLMH: 348
CaHMT2 ——QRVILPTGPMHQYTHWKQOTVFYMDOQVLDLK- -KGDTINGEITAVPSKINPRELDIDISWEVKTQAND-KSRELKGGYTYFLR:339

v f TGP THW Q 6 g 6 G 6 R L 6 5 5
B
2s——FgHMT2  FGSG_10718 (516 aa)
94 L NCHMT2 NCUO019669 (349 aa)
98 MoHMT2 MGG 17318 (555 aa)

BcHMT2 Bcinl3g04670 (549 aa)

loo—AfHMT2  AFLA70_687g000400 (543 aa)

AnHMT2 ANIA_03096 (542 aa)
ScHMT2 YBRO034C (348 aa) ——
CaHMT2 C1_01030W_A (339 aa)

100

1 BcHMT2HRG A B i SiRTEHE
Figure 1  Phylogenetic analysis of BcHMT2 and conserved domains of BcHMT2. A: Multiple sequence

alignment of BcCHMT?2 homologous sequences; B: Phylogenetic tree and conserved domains of BCHMT2.
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Figure 2 Molecular identification of the BcHMT?2 knockout mutants. A: Schematic diagram of the knockout
strategy and primer design; B: DNA-level identification of transformants (W: B05.10, 1: Transformant); C: qPCR
analysis of transformants; D: Western blotting analysis of histone methylation levels in transformants (**
indicates P<0.01).
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Figure 3 Colony morphology and growth rate of wild-type and mutant strains. A: Colony morphology on PDA

medium; B: Determination of growth rate.
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Figure 4 Hyphal morphology in wild-type and mutant strains. A: Hyphal morphology under light microscopy
(scale bar: 100 pm); B: Statistical analysis of hyphal cell length and width (**: P<0.01).
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Figure 5

Analysis of cell wall degrading enzyme activity in ABcHMT2 mutants. A: Intracellular cell wall

degrading enzyme activity assay; B: Extracellular cell wall degrading enzyme activity assay (**: P<0.01).
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Figure 6 Conidial morphology and conidiation yield in wild-type and mutant strains. A: Conidial morphology

(scale bar: 100 pm); B: Scatter plot of conidial length-width ratio; C: Statistical analysis of conidial production

(** indicates P<0.01).
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Figure 7 Pathogenicity analysis of wild-type and mutant strains. A: Pathogenic symptoms on tomato fruits; B:

Statistical analysis of lesion area on tomato fruits; C: Pathogenic symptoms on tobacco leaves; D: Statistical

analysis of lesion area on tobacco leaves. **: P<0.01.
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