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Establishment of a triplex qPCR detection method for
Mycoplasma bovis, Pasteurella multocida, Mannheimia
haemolytica and an epidemiological investigation
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University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China
2 Qingdao Lijian Bio-Tech Co., Ltd., Qingdao, Shandong, China

Abstract: [Objective] To establish a triple qPCR detection method for Mycoplasma bovis,
Pasteurella multocida (P. m) and Mannheimia haemolytica (M. h), and to conduct an
epidemiological investigation of bovine respiratory disease complex (BRDC) in large-scale dairy
farms with it.[Methods] Sensitive quality control samples were prepared using the purified strains
isolated and identified in our laboratory. The conserved genes of the major prevalent strains in
China were used as targets, including the uvrC of M. bovis, Kmtl of P.m, and /ktD of M.h, to
establish a multiplex qPCR containing multiple pairs of primers and probes. By optimizing the
parameters of the reaction system, a triple qPCR method was established and its sensitivity,
repeatability and specificity were verified. The coincidence rate with the bacterial isolation and
identification method was verified. A total of 1 252 clinical samples suspected of BRDC were
tested using the established method, and the prevalence and spatiotemporal distribution
characteristics of three pathogens were analyzed based on the test results.[Results] The R* values
of the standard curves for the triple qPCR for detecting M. bovis, P.m, and M.h were 0.998 6,
0.994 6 and 0.998 6 respectively; the minimum detectable quantities were 2.50x10°, 1.26x10° and
7.50x10* CFU/mL, respectively. The intra-batch and inter-batch coefficients of variation of the
reaction system were both less than 2%, and only the specific amplification curves were observed
for the three sensitive quality control samples established. The results of the test showed that the
concordance rates of M. bovis, P.m, and M.h with bacterial isolation and identification methods
were 100.00%, 98.40% and 97.60%, respectively. The epidemiological survey indicated that the
total positive rate of bacterial pathogens in BRDC was 75.9% (95% confidence interval (CI),
73.4% —78.3%), among which the proportion of mixed infections was 48.8%. The incidence was
higher in winter, and the positive rate in the northern region was significantly higher than that in the
southern region (P<0.001). [Conclusion] The multiple qPCR method established in this study
demonstrated excellent specificity, stability and repeatability, which provided a candidate solution
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for the detection of major pathogens of BRDC in China. The analysis of the co-infection
characteristics and geographical-seasonal distribution patterns of BRDC bacterial pathogens
offered meaningful references for the formulation of precise prevention and control strategies.

Keywords: Mycoplasma bovis; Pasteurella multocida; Mannheimia haemolytica; epidemiological

investigation; multiplex qPCR
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DX, XA BE PR3 0 ARy LR A 5 A X
I, B Primer Express 3.0 # 4 PEAL 549 — %
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Table 1

RS EECHI R AR R o A% IR FHA BT A i Mb/
QC/DNA., Pm/QC/DNA. Mh/QC/DNA i 1xTE
ZE P10 5B E 107 1M, B R
WE 3ANEML, = qPCR X W 1K £ (25 pL):
1xTag Master Mix 12 pL, M. bovis, P.m, M.h
f F . FHE5197(100 pmol/L)4% 0.06 uL, #R4H
(100 pmol/L) % 0.03 uL, DNA #i #z 5 pL,
ddH,0 7.85 uL, = qPCR W 544 37 °C i
5 2 min, 95 °C HAEME: 3 min; 95°C AP 10 s,
60 °C iRk 30's, Ft 40 MG . I FAM,
VIC. Cy5 %OtfE'y . il s 5 | e 41 &
1) CAERY ¥E L, BEH CAHS/ N A ihZk
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1.5 RNk
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SHEAT AL o 38 A AN [R5 | R A T B 1Y
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FE), X kil CEMY B, e s AE
FEAHFA]
1.6 FrERZESL

K FH VB oA T TSR TR R B S,
TE S 0P AT 10 586 BER FE 2 107 CFU/mL.

The reaction mixture system for optimization of primer and probe concentrations

Primers and probes Combinations of primer probes at different concentrations (uL)

(100 pmol/L) Group1  Group2  Group3  Group4 GroupS Group6  Group7  Group8  Group 9
M. bovis-F 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0
M. bovis-R 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0
M. bovis-P 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.6
P.m-F 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 4.0 6.0 4.0 6.0
P.m-R 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 4.0 6.0 4.0 6.0
P.m-P 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.4 1.8
M.h-F 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0
M.h-R 2.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 6.0
M.h-P 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.0 1.8 1.0
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2 BRE5M

2.1 BRMRITmEE

AR RVE TR, R SE R 2R EEIK
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{HZR 25 B, S BBAH B () U B 45 i Mb/QC/
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RIATA5- 2 3 A AR R T B 45 i o
2.2 5|4, IREHFIRER
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Table 2 The average C; values for qPCR detection of P.m, M.h and Mycoplasma bovis at different dilutions

Dilution P.m average C, value M.h average C, value M. bovis average C; value
Bacteria liquid 19.67 20.60 26.65

107! 23.06 2391 29.04

107 26.50 26.35 32.76

107 29.91 30.83 34.51

107 33.69 34.42 N/A

107 36.88 38.29 N/A

107 39.51 N/A N/A

Blank control N/A N/A N/A

N/A: Not available.
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Table 3 Sequences of primers and probes

Number Primers name Primer sequences (5'—3")
1 MB/F1 CAGTGCTGATGTTGAATA
MB/R1 GCTTCATTAACTTGTTGTA
MB/P1 FAM-ACCGCCATCAGCTATAACTAAGTCAT-BHQI1
2 MB/F2 GAATTTACGCAAGAGAATGCTTCA
MB/R2 GCAATGCCTCTTTATTTGTTTTACAG
MB/P2 FAM-TGACGGCGCTATTAA-MGB
3 MB/F4 AAACCAAAGCCTTAATTGACCT
MB/R4 TCCATATTTGGACCTAGTCCTT
MB/P4 FAM-ACCGGTTTGCAAAGTCGCACT-BHQI1
4 PM/5F GGAGTTTGGTGTGTTGAG
PM/5R CAGACTGACAAGGAAATATAAAC
PM/5P VIC-AATCTGCTTCCTTGACAACGGC-BHQ1
5 PM/6F CCTTGTCAGTCTGATTTATC
PM/6R GACCAAAATAGGTAACCAATA
PM/6P VIC-CCGCTCTGTCGTTAATGGCTTC-BHQ1
6 PM/7F GCTYGTTGTGAGTGGGCTTGT
PM/7R GCCGTTGTCAAGGAAGCAGAT
PM/7P VIC-TTTGTTGGGCRGAGTTTGGTG-BHQ1
7 MH/8F GATCGAATTATTGTGATG
MH/8R GGTGTAAGTAGGAATAAAGTC
MH/8P Cy5-CAAGGCAAGCACCACGAATTACT-BHQ2
8 MH/9F TATTAGCAACCATTGGGCAACA
MH/9R CAATCACTTGCCCTGATAGCAT
MH/9P Cy5-ACCTTTGGCTAGGGGCACACT-BHQ2
9 MH/F1 TGTTAGAGGCCACCGCTCTG
MH/R1 CGCATCCGGGCTAATATGTTT
MH/P1 Cy5-CACCTCCTGCCCTGCTGCAACAA-BHQ2

=4 NHESIIREHES

Table 4 Six combinations of the primers and probes

Triple primer probe
combination

Primer probe number

Group 1 1 4 7
Group 2 1 5 7
Group 3 2 6 9
Group 4 2 4 8
Group 5 3 4 9
Group 6 2 4 9

B %, HCfEE/D, 3 D mEIE Y W58 B 1
Pk, Hy oy (s 1),
23 RNFMHMMLER

XFGIH . PRETHEE | B IR I AE fR I [R]
oA ARG, W A B U B LR .

RZR 25 ul, 3 PR . NS R
(100 pmol/L) 0.2 uL, 4% 0.08 uL; HAH
T S 0 AN 2 20 wl, WARARCK 5 L,

AW ER RN EF: 37 °C I H 2 min;
95 °C #2814 5 min; 95 °C 281k 10s, 59 °C B
K 20s, 340 MEA; FE 59 °C BFILEE FAM,
VIC F Cy5 5055
24 BENHFRERZ

VRIS AR . A FOAT R A A S A
AR5k 8x107, 4x107, 4x10" CFU/mL,
PEIUZ R I IEA TR0 FEA R S5 AEdie e R 45 F T
TP o B AT, AR T = qPCR FrifE
k(& 2). 2R R, PREMEZLIE LR AT,
2 R B 92% . 93% i 93%, fi4
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Figure 1 The qPCR curves of six combinations of primers and probes. A—F: The qPCR curves of group 1 to

group 6.

A g0 B ao0p € aop
301 301 301
U 20+ U 20t U 20F

10t y=47.15-3.544x 10 F y=46.24-3.491x 10F y=43.06-3.489x
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L L L L 1 1 1 1 1 Il Il Il 1
0 2 4 6 8 10 0 2 4 6 8 0 2 4 6 8
lg CFU/mL lg CFU/mL lg CFU/mL
Mannheimia haemolytica Pasteurella multocida Mycoplasma bovis

El2 =ZFqPCRimEMZ. A: Wit RAFEOFREIZL; B: ML RERENZ; C: 43
JEAARARET 2K
Figure 2 The triple qPCR standard curve. A: Mannheimia haemolytica detection standard curve; B: Pasteurella

multocida detection standard curve; C: Mycoplasma bovis detection standard curve.
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Figure 3

The sensitivity of triplex qPCR. A: The qPCR curves for detection of M. bovis at different

concentrations; B: The qPCR curves for detection of P.m at different concentrations; C: The qPCR curves for

detection of M.h at different concentrations

http://journals.im.ac.cn/actamicrocn



4206 MA Yanying et al. | Acta Microbiologica Sinica, 2025, 65(9)
Mb/QC/DNA (within-groups) =5 IRARMEERE LR
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MH/QC/DNA (within-groups) Table 5 The results of clinical sample detection
[ Mb/QC/DNA (between-groups) Pathogen  Bacterial Triple gPCR Kappa
[ Pm/QC/DNA (between-groups) isolation result coefficient
_ i Mh/QC/DNA (between-groups) result Negative  Positive
E:/ 301 M. bovis  Negative 116 0 1.000 0
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= .8
8 20 00T o Pm Negative 115 1 0.984 0
Lt
E@i; S 15} Positive 1 8
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S L
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Figure 4 CV Comparison between and within
batches for different QC DNAs.
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Figure 5 The specificity of triplex qPCR. 1: The

gPCR curve of M. bovis; 2: The qPCR curve of P.m;
3: The gPCR curve of M.h.
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Table 6 Distribution of prevalence rates of major
pathogens in 1 252 BRDC suspected samples

Pathogen Number of positive  Positivity rate
samples (%, 95% CI)
P.m 412 32.9 (30.3-35.6)
M. bovis 328 26.2 (23.8-28.7)
M.h 267 21.3 (19.1-23.7)
250 -
3 199
é’ 200 |+
B2 150 |
= & 121
it 111
= B 100 |
E
Z: 50 F 32
0
& > > >
SOQ Q.‘Q 604\ gg&
W W 0\04*
W
RO YL S
Mixed infection combinations
Elo RAREBFEASHEGITE
Figure 6  Statistical chart of the number of co-

infections in detected samples.
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Table 7 Statistics of pathogen positivity rates in various regions

Region

M.bovis positive
rate (%, 95% CI)

P.m positive rate
(%, 95% CI)

M.h positive rate
(%, 95% CI)

Province/city/Autonomous region with high
incidence

Northeast China
North China
Northwest

East China
Central China

40.7 (33.1-48.8)
41.1 (34.7-47.8)
37.3(29.6-45.7)

15.7 (10.9-22.0)
14.6 (8.4-23.6)

48.5 (40.8-56.3)
46.8 (40.2-53.5)
44.4 (36.3-52.7)

20.2 (14.7-27.0)
19.1 (11.9-28.8)

28.1 (21.7-35.6)
23.4(18.1-29.5)
23.9 (17.5-31.7)

11.8 (7.6-17.7)
10.1 (5.1-18.3)

Hulunbuir, Tongliao, Chifeng
Hohhot, Baotou, Ulanqab

Bayannur, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region,

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
Shandong, Anhui, Jiangsu

Henan, Hubei, Hunan

Southwest China 8.9 (2.9-21.3)  15.6 (6.9-29.8) 6.7(1.8-18.5)  Yunmnan

293 FHoMmAE 3 W
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TR, HA SR e — e 1E IR . (A
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BAAE, (B M X TR ZE(6-9 H )i it 2 A
DR XU 3 S22 i v, AT AR S e
(>80%) P45 T 21 A1 A5 ) 9k ST B i g 38 i 2% D)
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Figure 7 Number of positive samples for pathogens

based on seasons.
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