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Abstract: L-Theanine (LTA), a distinctive free amino acid in tea, is the major contributor to the sweet and fresh taste in tea
infusions. As a novel food ingredient, it exhibits a wide range of biological activities. This study screens the Web of Science
Core Collection and China National Knowledge Infrastructure databases of LTA-related literature from 2014 to 2024 and
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utilizes Citespace and VOSviewer for a visual analysis. Keyword density and contribution mapping indicate that LTA

research predominantly centers on tea varieties, stress responses, and the biological activities of LTA. Consequently, this

review synthesizes the factors influencing LTA content in tea and elucidates the mechanisms underlying LTA's biological

activities, including antioxidant, heat stress resistance, antidepressant, metabolic regulation, anti-cancer, immune regulation,

gut microbiota modulation, neuroprotective, hepatoprotective and intestinal protective effects. The collective evidence

indicates that LTA mediates its biological functions primarily through the modulation of signaling pathways such as nuclear

factor kappa B (NF-xB), c-Jun N-terminal kinase (JNK), signal transducer and activator of transcription (STAT) and

mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK). Furthermore, the current applications of LTA in the food industry are

summarized. This review aims to provide direction for LTA research and development and offer a reference for the

formulation of LTA-based functional foods.
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Fig.1 Literature search methods and screening parameters
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Fig.3 Visualization of the density of keywords in the "LTA"
research field in the WOS database from 2014 to 2024
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Fig.4 Visualization of the density of keywords in the "LTA"
research field in the CNKI database from 2014 to 2024
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Fig.5 Keyword co-occurrence map of "LTA" research field
in the WOS database from 2014 to 2024
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Fig.6 Keyword co-occurrence map of "LTA" research field
in CNKI database from 2014 to 2024
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Fig.7 Biosynthetic pathway of LTA in tea plant
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Fig.8 Functional activity and mechanism of action of LTA

T c-Jun 2 FE K i 14 Bl ( c-Jun N-terminal kinase, INK); {5 5% 5 M 5% 5 18006 1 ( Signal transducer and activator of transcription,
STAT) ; #8 % Ak W 1 4k T ( Superoxide dismutase, SOD); 4+t H ki & AL W 1( Glutathione peroxidase 1, Gpx1) ; i & Ak Sl
( Catalase, CAT) ; 22 24 J5 15 1k 2 1 8 /i ( Mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) ; #f] T= 15 5 14 15 it fil¥ 1( Apoptosis signal
regulating kinase-1, ASk1); #%K T «B(Nuclear factor kappa B, NF-«B); B 3RFE[H T o( Tumour necrosis factor-a, TNF-a); [ 21 Jifd
4% -6(Interleukin 6, IL-6) ; 414 % -15(Interleukin-18, IL-18) ; 7 % & ilf-2( Cyclooxygenase-2, COX-2); T F- ik -ZE (K- | Jif
i (The hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, HPA ) ; F i %8 fL il (Monoamine oxidase, MAO) ; 5-%% (%, I ( 5-Hydroxytryptamine, 5-
HT); % H ' | i# & (Norepinephrine, NE) ; £ [% i ( Dopamine, DA) ; fixi J5 14 #f 22 %% 3% A 7 ( Brain-derived neurotrophic factor,
BDNF); -PIHERK (8-Endorphin, B-EP) ; iR S A 4 i (Phosphofructokinase, PFK); i &% # 32 {& (Insulin receptor, IR ); 5% 2 3214
JIK ) (Insulin receptor substrate, IRS) ; /T ## fff B1( Liver kinase B1, LKB1) ; M ¥ 2l ¥ & 11 2 % #2 2& 11 (Mammalian target of
rapamycin, mTOR) ; % #¥ {& & 1 S6K1( Ribosomal protein S6 kinasel, S6K1) ; 7 &t #T & J& ( Turicibacter) ; i ¥T i J&

( Faecalibaculum) ; 35 #T 1 )& ( Bifidobacterium) , TR 1 J& ( Lactobacillus) ; Wi i% IR 1 J& ( Desulfovibrio) ; | % [8] 3¢ it % 1k
( Epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) ; & J¢ 4k + [H - 5% 1& ( Epidermal growth factor receptor, EGFR) ; £ [ ## fif# B( Protein
kinase B, AKT); 25 14} A(Protein kinase A, PKA ); y-243& T 2 (y-Aminobutyric acid, GABA); 2l Fl #1411 D1(Cyclin D1); &
2 (Glutamic acid, Glu); FH4II/~2 10(Interleukinl0, IL-10) ) ; ZE B BEAH L NLZ /4 pt(Retinoic acid receptor -re-lated orphan
receptor gamma, RORyt) ; B T 4l s (Helper T cell, Th); 27 Bt H ik (Glutathione, r-glutamyl cysteingl+glycine, GSH); 1% 7 41 fifg
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2(Nuclear factor erythroid 2-related factor 2); 4 Jifd #1525 (1 8 /if} ( Extracellular regulated protein kinases, ERK) ; % %8 1% #2225
(Claudin) ; 1 8i/)N17 2 [ (Zonula occludens, ZO) ; Toll #£3Z 44 4(Toll-like receptor 4, TLR4); 45 [1 1§ iff C(Protein kinase C, PKC);
e [B]KE B 23T 1 (Intercellular cell adhesion molecule-1, ICAM-1); A4/ 2 33 (Interleukin 33, IL-33) .
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B AN IEEEE, BEINPE R 2R A 430 . bAh, LTA if
AEPEHE A AP %R, S a2 st x5
BAEPT WESE R W, LTA GBI N M iE 4 ig e 1 A1,
SOD. CAT /K-, BEARATIEH 7 =g (Triglyceride,
TG) . S JH[#E S ( Total cholesterol, TC) 14 & &, BE
RO E R R AR E AN AR T b s . X 3R
B LTA BAWACFREREE . Lin 888 fF5E 3R,
LTA i if I ¥ PFK. CPTI. IR, IRS fl LKBI i)
mRNA 3Rk, /2 #F BT 57 -SABE R Uh 1L 2] 1 T i
(Adenosine5‘-monophosphate ( AMP) -activated pro-
tein kinase, AMPK) Bz 1k 3% SD K Fl A 28 .

BREAMEE RIS, LTA SREETILAREE
FHERBRIH AT s A A O Ao IS Y
ik, FEARIB TR A UG FIE AR IREH TS A J3i A
1 97K, /D I Hh = BE A9 FR 2R, B NE R R
IR IS ALY, eah, LTA AT _EiRE AR L 5
H (EAAT3. EAATI . 4F2hc. yLATI. CAT1) mRNA
FI2EK, fEFE mTOR/S6K 1 il BEwElR 1k, B hn iz iE &
LR I, S EER BRI, DA B TSR g R
W, LTA ] Pl 23R Fe iz S H A PFK . IR,
PFK. LKBI F11 IRS i) mRNA ik, 3 hint & 1L i
73, IV mTOR/S6K 1 {5530 Bk 6 19 #i 4 bk | g
JERIVER BT A ST, XSG bR R HA BRI 1y
R
3.4 WHEEEHETIER

NaIE R T 2 510 e Ry, HAEE

IEDIRE, M. Ik, B M B DIRE, TE A
FErh R E AR, Xu S92 @RS oK, LTA it
Y& Lactobacillus. Alloprevotella. Prevotellaceae
NK3B31 Fll Clostridia UCG-014 2577 25 B 14 = &8,
PR EEAG TR . NH PR A0 2008 1) 7 AR SR 5 15t
S5 45 1% % (Ulcerative colitis, UC), 328 LTA AJ K

BB RIS, ¥EI0A 25 ) 5 IE SR G 9,
REFAHIEGRET) o FERR T | S i I T P AR AL,
LTA YK T Turicibacter. Faecalibaculum . Bifidob-
acterium Fl norank f Muribaculaceae %545 35 A HYF
JE, B T/ FE Bl Desulfovibrio WIZEE, FEEIN T %
BB a ZFEES, EAN, He M WFTE R BH,
LTA i EF#EICT m AR (High-fat diet, HFD) /MR
FEE P SLEEGE [ /ADAT IR 1A LLfil, BT HFD 5
RGBSV EA —E R EN . LI_EsR
ZEIRFRIW, LTA RIS Il A e A, P8 A 25 6
MR, T A R A, SR g B R TR 2R
REL S Rwi
3.5 HuFEEt

LTA eSS 58 . ST iR i iR b R
B i sZa, LTA ATHGIHTS) R b L A2 ) Bai%
4k (Epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) A % 4=
KR, RN 40 AR 28 1 Fngn i (el i 5 R ae 1, FH-4m
il ERK/NF-«B {5518 BRI EMT AHCAL S5 111
2ok, WNBEFR AR 1 SNATL ., JE)7i 4 8 &5 1 i 9 il N-
FERLERE U, I LTA 7ERTS IR oL B vp B
B—EHIEETT. Jin U BFSTFEH, LTA I 40l
JEE AT S AR 250, IRl itidas 2m
MR . AN, LTA K HAT A Y RE ML B 20005 41
Jifish EGFR. Akt Fll NF-«xB 1933k, nl A 2BH1E N E
95 A0 it 4 A= R FNIE 2 81, Shojaei-zarghan 45149
WFFEZW, LTA R Akt/mTOR 15 S i, M
Z5an & . LTA i lidat N HepG2 JHFR)-2H At
JE AN HeLa MRJE 40 M 0 204588 25355 5 g 4
MEUET=0O, LU 45, LTA nl st ZobiiRists
N EMT #4255 3 A 4 12, JF- 3 Akt/mTOR .
JAK2/STAT3 . EGFR Fil NF-«xB 15 5l #0Fi5,
T AR AL A AE . e o fh .
3.6 RIFTIER

LTA TES V5 B A — A =B, 46
SD KB RAEH LTA (400 mg/kg) T HEIIICER
JELUE S, A2 Th1/Th2 40 B 714 747, [ERAEC L35
B2 O ) 7K S R B i R R b 22 T e R 53 i (5-
Hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) F 7K, 98770 Bk
JEME C FAR mRNA (3RS, $EmmpETifet, it
b, FENEE LM SR A T 1) SD KE P, LTA nJkg
i S g N s R 04 B B I U T I R R A i R
Gong 55 [ g e, LTA 0] 38 1<k J1 il 4% 17 R 45 &
SR AL GE MY I | TL-18 AN TNF-o B3t 223K, IFREAR
NF-xB p65 2 FI/KEFAANH ERK1/2 Bk, A
V& 7= i85 25 ]MBFT B (Enterotoxigenic Escherichia
coli, ETEC) 5SS ZE NN BRI Se R Jedis . IR
2 Z/A& 1(Cannabinoid receptor 1, CB1)/E>A LTA K
RNGE G0 E, EFES 3 LTA f1 CB1 KA F5PufE
JH, ANTTREAR CB1 i M, #51 CB1 X} COX-2 iy
ik, IR IAE N T TNF-a K FI_EVEHPTR KT IL-
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10 M3k, i LTA XF 15 1= I 8 32 KA el
E44813 MWK BRI s DI REFEBLHAT 25525, 1t
A, LTA AI{E3E25 [l CD4+T 40 Jfd 534k Thl Fii#
I T 48 Mg (Regulatory T cell, Treg), F ¥ RORyt Fil
GATA Z5G 811 3 1Rk, JFEd Th2 Rl Th17 i
S, I s A gy S a2 R R IS AR 15
Y, £ B, LTA A RLYEY Th2/Thl #9185 1
CPEARELI 534k, DA RAESCER i il R R .
3.7 WHRERGRRIPER

LTA il i /> Glu B H#55 GABA 7K LA
T H SR I 22 T P 1A R Tt R ik 4t 5fe = A= U AR
FAPS, LTA 7] DIVEAH T A & GABA 321K, 715
DA. IMiE 2 . H & # (Glycine, Gly) f1 GABA £
PR 22030 B R 7K, 22 R AR 557, GABA J2&—
b B L P P bR i T . WFSE SR BH, LTA
GABA MRS TR GABA SZIAMFEs, ek
FENNME RS S 00 K BRI AR FRATE8, bAh, LTA nliE
BUR I e = I 811 3 % A K LY i S T B U /1 I =)
fb. PR AP 2R R RS Z2 AT GABA 7K
S, v e ih 215 9 M A4 #R (Parkinson’s disease,
PD) Wister JCERRIZE MR, LTA FIREE T
JLAS R E TR BRI G n] Gl i e, V4 p-
mTOR A ERIEE H D1(Cyclin D1)#E H YR IX,
PEFELRAATE PEFIRE A CI, /LA 2 4 i (4
T RS, PR dbph e au i s 2 Fn A0, LTA 5
SRk AT S8 ) RS A2 A S T R 2 R 28 T 4 I ) A
I BEFH AR 20, RITHIAY P P AX i 24 R G
Y BAT —sE P St Zhu 25092 fF 580, LTA AJ i@
SIS 22 U D1/5 S2AK-PKA 38 45 22 i Bl R 24
BRYE (Alzheimer's disease, AD ) /)™ Bl B4 ¥ 5437 195 F11
TCIC RS o 7E 3-1 35 TN PR 75 5 19 7 2E 15195 ( Hun-
tington's disease, HD) K FARAY F, LTA i@ iy b>—
AR = A AN SCIRAA e 28358 BT 1 AR Ak, sk
IR E IR K, B GABA IR EF 7K -, ATk
e 3-AE LN TR B AT R 5, DA BT SR
B, LTA A eicss: B IR 5 A O BSR4
AR, T B S fi e AR FMs 5 et A
—EAE . AN, LTA %F AD. HD. PD &5 28847
PEIRAT W NS, A A TR FEY T HAth R 2
TR ERE S
3.8 XIBTRERYIRIPIER

LTA XF Z5h K25 R ISR SAA — AR
P YE . Liu 80 a5 3R, LTA 0l L8 S
P AR A5 /) BRI P ADH6. ALDH1B1. ALDH2,
CAT mRNA FIE [ A9 FRA SR INBaiss A, I+~ 4
CYP2E1 mRNA Fl& [ 1Y) ik k38 0 ik b ROS
IR R, LI N P E NF-xB p65. TNF-a. IL-18.
IL-6 mRNA FIER [ 51 (1) FE3 5 0 S PG 5 | S i) HPDE
AL IS RE . 7E ETEC 5 S 10 T35 453 /)N AL 15U
B, LTA o 35 BEIK T 4 ™5 5% & 1 ( Alanine amino-

transferase, AST) Fll 4% ¥ % & i ( Aspartate amino-
transferase, ALT) FY7K~F-, iX M DI RESZ 0 i I AP AR
AR, HAOR, LTA Sl ] ERK1/2 Fl INK1/2 {5
SR I T AT B KB 4H YR -2 LR (B-cell
lymphoma-2, Bcl-2)mRNA FlIEE YRS, MHITF40
Mo PR TS, 2B LTA AlE 4 S 40 08 T 24340
JFAE ), Zeng 51V W 58 R W], LTA i iof 35 0
SOD. GSH Fll CAT &4t fLBFAY /K-, TS gt
SEALEE T I BREARIEIE v RS A S Y
IRV, a0 i R A 24 SR 77 1) ( Advanced glyco-
sylation end products, AGEs) 4 7K 3 F1#11 #l] NF-xB
A5, T TNF-a. IL-6 Fl IL-18 £E480E R THI7K
SRS D-2EELHS T, Ak, LTA T4
il NF-xB 133k, T 4 5 AE 40 Mg I8 5~ (IL-18 F1 IL-
6) FMBLF LA BT (Ffb KB F-4. 4544 UVER
EF), DL IR 4l 7 IL-10 fYFRiA5 k54
S Akt S 5, LA ERRSERER], LTA Xt
AFERA —E BV, HAE IR L2 3= 2w i
il NF-«xB. ERK1/2 il INK1/2 i %, Jf-34 fil SOD.
GSH. CAT S0 AGRERG /K- R £ 4 b A ik
KIFHEH .
3.9 XAERRIPER

AT RV, LTA FEsh A b B i iE O
P YEM . Wang %% 58 R, LTA Al msim i
2P AR 4 i BB, B YR 45 5 4H 21 Occludin,
Claudin-1. ZO-1 mRNA FlIE (1 i 19 ik, LA dE
AR AR (Muc2 . Muc4)mRNA (WL 15IE
BB se sl TIASEm TLR4A . NF-«B | JIBERER 4%
SIS (Myosin light-chain kinase, MYLK)mRNA &
R RIBRFEUZ B RAE . L4, LTA 38 9]
45l NF-«B/MAPK i iR 1k, I hnat in e fiivp
A 25 W Blautia coccoides F1 Lactobacillus murinus
M, NSt =i iR IR & (High-fat diet, HFD) 755
MR B R ZEALAEE I R, A UC /DR AL,
LTA REVHFRES 7 JAE, BN~ /a4 Ag g . Y118
R BRI I E B, DA SR SRR . B
W 20 R B A AN it D R B A SR R B A - TT
( Major histocompatibility complex- 1l , MHC-1I ) [7]
25 T 4 52 386 A W REDT R B0 BB T, DT 2% it
UC™, Zg FJR, LTA EZHE I M#H TLR4/NF-«B/
MAPK 8, 3z iE B85535 1 Occludin., Clau-
din-1, ZO-1 MYk, LB 5 1 8 R AR 4717 Bt
B, WAITT & 45X a8 AR A o
3.10 FHREFERGRURIFER

O SCHRER W], LTA X IR A58 R G R —
RE PRIFPYE T, BETRR 188 28 22 s 3 s ey
HE R AU, RN LT R g /) BRLSE JL Aa A 1Y
LTA Al Wil NF-«B, {2 #F Nrf2/HO-1 i ok 5%
fi S I SERE AN 3B, TS ISR LA B a2 K
FEIT . BE AR SEEE T, Tsai ZEU72 BFSE
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2 W, LTA 7] il 3 #11 il PKC/ERK/NF-xB/ICAM-
1/IL-33 E 5555, PNIMTFEMIRSERE . AL 3. dui
JAT-FIHWE, 35 P #)57 (Substance P, SP) 75 S 1954
Bt . A, ZEFRBEMERZ (Cyclophosphamide, CP)
FHF/ MRS A P, LTA 3% T CP 5%
FYSEALIGE TR AT . B2 4 . A /INVE RSB 4
155, =W LTA VER—Fh RERIEEY BT, W TR CP 5
S EALTEIET . WRIT RSN T S LT b A
PEFEBRAR T A AL R AE R IR Y . &5 LTk,
LTA TlE S EY AR GETER | AR S AH O R
S AE M, TR IR Th RE U HE, BN AR R R KT AR
PokE TIE 185 BRI PR A AH R GRS E S
4 LTA ERmIUSEFHINH

B E NN HEE LTA nIE & 5k Byl ng
ATESTLORE, LTA EE & Tk RN )2
MW ST o AER A TP B Sr, LTA AMUEA
PhASe (8 IXUBR AT 1 /8%, 1 BL2g Z PR 25 A Fde e, 3X
A B AU R R H 23S . HOW Ve FEla g
PO IXUBR Bt JoT | B v R R D AR e R B
mnUIHE.
4.1 MERBXIKKMRE

LTA BEfSIK T £ S JHUAse i XUR R o 1, ¢
LTA ZhnEmmE ., s Fssiek &5 0, BeA 208X
Sy G A | BRAEANS RXUBR, DA TR v AR Al XL
R4, Narukawa 550771 i@ b NMARBCE VR LB, LTA
AR TR T I B P A | PR RS AN R XUBR, DA
PETE S  CBFIESZ e/ NETAL h as e 45
PR & LTA BIZSRY, WIS ed 2B, 2R
IR TTIART, FEVKRE A LTA 7] DA 53 =4t
SR TR = OIS BT, [ 9 S DU S s
LTA R m BEEOH iU, 5 BTk, LTA 78
DAL B i AU | 0 R R T L R it et T 3 2 ot e
BRI R — 2 N NS T, AR Tl R
BET R Z AT AT RN
42 BEmPIBERINY

BE 2 TH 2R MR ST R H 25385 1, LTA
VER—FhERe M Es s sk b 724y, 462 T N A AT
SoRE . WFIEEREH, DL LTA N ECRHEIVERYE SRk,
e 2 B MIK 36 2432103 1 X+ T, A3 RS fi i
ZLBEIKUY . S LTA . A ARG i UOoRE T RLys
I B R RS IR D5 , RS R T TR T
1, BRI B G B R ITE T . S SE g i R
IR, EHEA LTA BT HABEIE | %
PHAYEF®Y, Phongnarisorn 25 A5 R, &4 LTA
FYTRDFI T A BRI T H Y = Es K, Rk
RS2SR =, kA, B E S LTA i/
2By, P AR FLEETE B35 0 P A 8 ORI |
Py T A see e ny, ARt B AEHmige™, &
T LTA MRS T n] $2 5 R ARSI, SRR 24T
N BIREAR BT ™1, 28 BTk, LTA /BN —FP 268

PEESESING, HAE @R g i E A A,
R 25 H AR AR AT R SR BOHES), LTA A 2BrEYiHE
HECRE, YT SR AU S R BV .
43 BREMINEE

LTA Refgil i SRS TER T 5 g R Gk
PRI S BR AR 45 G, MR 2R T ) SR EEIRAS A
Sy FEEHE, AR D AN RS F R 8 BT i 2%
LERH o-MRERN B-FE AR B-HTE AR X eghfy)
A4k W R T R T S B AR 1 BRI R RS R
77, BasE T HAEE S BT REERIN W . i3k
H i (Diacyl glycerol, DAG) R H. T BE4: M5 1 FAAE
BT B A, (RILZL bR S b fe e M 2=,
BRI T H iz . F5ERMA, LTA 5 g-FLEREH
55 TVESN DAG 2T R E I, A 280 s e F L e
EPERIPUAEALRE IV, 55—, LTA 5 EGCG Bk
A eig i S EFVETER T S o TEM AL G, BRAIG
FVE PR, DO X 38 My T Ak 2387 A P [ 4 i] £ A B0,
4k, Hao 25087 pyFSTE—203R ], LTA A] LAMARTE
AT AT R S5 A TN 22 IREEAA G2, DA T S 52 ALKt
TR, X o-TRE Ry T R o] 250 W T I A 2fe 0 o ok
(Half maximal inhibitory concentration, ICso)ﬁi}’jD:ﬂjﬂil
1.22 mmol/L F1 2.77 mmol/L, X< LTA & —Fhk
TETE T EE I HIF] . 28 LTk, LTA 5&E AR
MIFHEAER . X DAG FIFREVEFH L X UE R TS AL
PIRIVE R, R AR = AR B S A MU A sl
#0(Glycemic index, GD) B AHEAL T HIAY I ]
5 Gip5RE

LTA JZ45m i (1 G 45, AR EA =
Fhacal, W /PSR R R E e bR . ASCIET L
BRI R A I, KR T 2014~2024 4F WOS .0&
45 5 CNKI i & st s F 58 e, IF 17 nl WAk 45
o S5, LTA BYTIBENG MR & 3 22 Aot #4
A, HORE AR RIS 24 R X LTA S EAYFE IR .
A LTA AR S AN & et 17 m . 3T I
WIFST, AR SCERR T 52 s b LTA SEmE=E, 4
FECRESREE | W | AR MG A I I A i 2R
IBAKOF- LA R ASFH LU . IRARTT T LTA 7F
bk AL, VAT PSR E | PR A E TR
PRI ZE UL AR TN . B FN A PR A5 R G55
HBRAE . [RIEE, iHEHE T LTA A skl
SRV, A S A il UK At BT | B v g
FRYBCAA BB IhaE. b, ST 2SRiist AR
JESPRNR, AR DU R, BTE N LTA ITRASE
KA R TITS BRI . a IR AT 52
LTA &y 3 A 2 80 v s o b
Tk, RGP IRN R ZE (AN REER B | 1% . AR K4
X LTA i (58 B2, A S S PR 2 22 (8] 4 AH 5.
YEA, tife st R Fnin TERAER#AKYR . b3
It AR SR IT 23 T AN ek sh s, A
FRAREEIRE=, BRG] T LTA 7ZEhREM i akizh sy
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TFAR P BIFALN ] o S5 EER T REAE T A Al AR
5y, PEAG LTA FEiAR . Préadl  AAHIE T S A
IRA S, S 57 TR - N A R R 2 A MR R P

cHES) LTA 7t il B ISR R LTA 1E
ErAh AU )Tz, (B R Z AR T B Sl IS
g JRSEROINERAR O AL, FF AT I HE .

IR, ST BT B R o, B LR ™ i B 22 A PEANASE
o £ BRTAR, ASSCRT g IT A i B e A A - L
Fe PR AEEIE SRR, A B TR A iSRS AU
{EL, IRzl iy Rl e 2 g i 5]
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